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C hapter 1

INTRODUCTION

In  th e  p r e s id e n t ia l  cam paign o f  1980 , c a n d id a te s  Jimmy C arter  

and Ronald Reagan had to  contend  n o t o n ly  w ith  John A nderson , one o f  

th e s t r o n g e s t  in d ep en d en t c h a lle n g e r s  in  th e n a t io n 's  h i s t o r y ,  th ey  

a ls o  had to  sh a re  th e  s p o t l ig h t  w ith  the "New R ig h t ."

A lo o s e  con g lom erate  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l ig io u s  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  

th e New R igh t ev o lv ed  as a v ia b le  and v ig o r o u s  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e .

Through th e  n a t io n a l  p u b l ic i t y  th ey  a t t r a c t e d ,  t h e ir  m i l i t a n t  o r g a n iz a 

t i o n s ,  a v a r ie t y  o f  f u n d - r a is in g ,  t h e ir  use o f  mass m a ilin g s  and th e  

mass m ed ia , e s p e c i a l l y  t e l e v i s i o n ,  t h e ir  cam paign t a c t i c s  a g a in s t  

prom inent in cu m b en ts, and th e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv is m  o f  numerous and p r e s 

t ig i o u s  p r e a c h e r s , th e y  c r e a te d  c o n tr o v e r s ie s  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  campaign  

o f  1980.

The "New R igh t"  d oes n o t r e f e r  to  a new k ind  o f  c o n se r v a tism .

As J e f f r e y  Hadden o b s e r v e s , i t  "does n o t r e f e r  to  th e  resu rg en ce  o f  

c o n s e r v a t iv e  fo r c e s  in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  but r a th e r  to  a sm a ll group" 

who has m astered  "the u ses  o f  modern com m unications te c h n o lo g y ,"  p ar- * 

t i c u l a r l y  a d v e r t i s in g ,  p o l l i n g ,  and d ir e c t  m a il .^  N o tin g  th a t  th ey  

sta n d  " la r g e ly  o u t s id e  th e  p a rty  s tr u c tu r e s  and th e  in n er  c i r c l e s  o f  

power in  W ash ington ,"  Hadden m ain ta in s  th a t  th e  New R ig h t c a p i t a l i z e d  

on t h e ir  m astery  o f  th e  new te c h n o lo g y  d u rin g  th e  1980 campaign to

1
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circu m ven t th e p o l i t i c a l  power s t r u c t u r e s ,  a ro u se  and o r g a n iz e  th e  d i s 

co n ten ted  and f r u s tr a te d  " s i l e n t  m a jo r ity ,"  and r a i s e  enormous funds

2
from them .

B e s id e s  t h e ir  e f f e c t i v e  u se  o f  em erging te c h n o lo g y , th e  unique

fe a tu r e  o f  th e  New R igh t was th e  d eg ree  to  w hich th ey  d e l i b e r a t e ly

3brought r e l i g i o n  in t o  th e m ainstream  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s . Not

s in c e  th e  1960 p r e s id e n t ia l  cam paign, when John K ennedy's C a th o lic ism

became a m ajor i s s u e ,  had r e l i g i o n  p layed  such  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e .

N ot s in c e  th e 1920s had c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s  been  so  a c t iv e  and

v i s i b l e  in  the p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e ss  .

By the Summer o f  1 980 , Reverend J err y  F a lw e l l ,  p a s to r  o f  Thomas

Road B a p t is t  Church in  Lynchburg, V ir g in ia ,  and fou n der and p r e s id e n t

o f M oral M a jo r ity , I n c . ,  had emerged as a s i g n i f i c a n t  spokesman f o r  the

New R ig h t , and , by e l e c t i o n  day in  November o f  1980 , th e  New R ig h t ,

e s p e c ia l ly  F a lw e l l ' s  M oral M a jo r ity , had become a r e c o g n iz e d  movement

th ou gh t to  have a d e te r m in a t iv e  in f lu e n c e  on th e  e l e c t i o n s . L eaders

o f  th e  New R ig h t ,  f o r  exam p le, b o a ste d  th a t  t h e ir  e f f o r t s  had made th e

d i f f e r e n c e  in  the d e fe a t  o f  f i v e  incum bent l i b e r a l  s e n a to r s  and p o s-

4s i b l y  in  th e  d e f e a t  o f  incum bent p r e s id e n t ,  Jimmy C a r te r . A ls o ,  

F a lw e l l  c la im ed  th a t  t h e ir  r e g i s t e r in g  fo u r  to  f i v e  m i l l io n  u n r e g is 

t e r e d ,  n o n -v o t in g , c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s  had turned  th e  t id e  in  fa v o r  
5

o f  c o n se r v a t ism . Even o b j e c t iv e  e a r ly  a sse ssm e n ts  o f  th e  e l e c t i o n  

c r e d ite d  th e  New R ig h t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  N ew .R e lig io u s  o r  C h r is t ia n  

R ig h t , w ith  p r o v id in g  th e  m argin o f  v ic t o r y  fo r  numerous c a n d id a te s  

in c lu d in g  Ronald Reagan.**

2
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The m ost p u b l ic iz e d  le a d e r  o f  th e  New R ig h t , r e l i g i o u s  or  

p o l i t i c a l ,  was J erry  F a lw e l l .  S in c e  1 9 7 1 , he had been q u ite  v o c a l  

ab ou t th e i s s u e s  th a t  cSticerned him as a C h r is t ia n ,  but w h ile  he had 

been v e r y  v i s i b l e  as a p r e a c h e r , m a in ly  b eca u se  o f  h is  exp osu re  on 

th e  "Old-Time G ospel Hour" t e l e v i s i o n  programj he had n o t been w id e ly  

v i s i b l e  p o l i t i c a l l y .

When the U .S . Supreme C ou rt, in  th e 1973 Roe v .  Wade d e c i s io n ,  

r u le d  th a t  a b o r t io n s  a re  l e g a l  and th a t  ta x  money co u ld  be used  to  pay 

fo r  them , F a lw e l l  became concerned  b eca u se  he b e l ie v e d  th a t  God would  

d e s tr o y  any n a t io n  w hich murders unborn b a b ie s .  He saw i t  a s  th e  b e

g in n in g  o f  th e  end o f  A m erica . And so  he began to  speak  o u t a g a in s t  

a b o r t io n  n o t  o n ly  b eca u se  he b e l ie v e d  i t  was a s in  b u t a m o rta l danger  

to  our n a t io n .

Not o n ly  had he spoken o u t a g a in s t  l e g a l i z e d  a b o r t io n ,  h e had 

a ls o  p a r t ic ip a t e d  w ith  A n ita  B ryant in  h er  F lo r id a  cru sad e a g a in s t  

hom osexual r ig h t s  and had been in v o lv e d  to  some e x te n t  in  th e p r e s id e n 

t i a l  cam paign o f  Jimmy C a rter  b eca u se  C a rter  was an avowed "born again"  

C h r is t ia n .

F a lw e l l  a l s o  had le d  in  the p r o t e s t  o f  th e  J u s t i c e  Departm ent 

d e c i s io n  to  c o n s id e r  w ith d raw in g  the ta x -exem p t s t a t u s  from C h r is t ia n  

s c h o o ls .  A f te r  h is  e l e c t i o n  in  1976 , due in  la r g e  p a rt to  the su p p ort  

o f  " born-again"  or c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s ,  P r e s id e n t  C arter  ordered  

th e  J u s t i c e  D epartm ent to  r e c o n s id e r  th e  tax -exem p t s t a t u s  o f  C h r is t ia n  

s c h o o ls ,  m ost o f w hich were o p era ted  by F u n d a m en ta list ch u rch es . Con

s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  F a lw e l l  and o th e r  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts ,

3
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f e l t  b etra y ed  and im m ed ia te ly  launched  a l e t t e r - w r i t i n g  cam paign  

a g a in s t  th e  a c t io n  o f  th e  J u s t i c e  D epartm ent. They w ere s u c c e s s f u l  

in  s to p p in g  th e  a c t io n .

B u t, f o r  F a lw e l l ,  th e  a c t io n  by the J u s t i c e  D epartm ent a g a in s t  

C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  was a th r e a t  to  the freedom  o f  ch u rch es and r e l i g i o n  

in  A m erica . '  I t  was v iew ed  as a f la g r a n t  v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  f i r s t  amend

ment g u aran tee  o f  freedom  o f  r e l i g i o n  and an i l l e g a l  encroachm ent upon 

th e  c h u r c h e s . I t  s tr u c k  a t  th e ju g u la r  v e in  o f  F u n d a m en ta list ch u rch es , 

b eca u se  th ey  depended p a r t ly  on t h e ir  s c h o o ls  to  p ro v id e  incom e, to  

in d o c tr in a te  th e  you th  in  F u n d a m en ta lis t d o c t r in e s ,  and to  t r a in  the  

youth  who would be th e  fu tu r e  members, la y  le a d e r s ,  and p rea ch er s  in  

t h e i r  c h u r c h e s . W ithout a f r e e  ch u rch , as w e l l  a s  a f r e e  n a t io n ,  th e  

g o s p e l cou ld  n o t  be preached  to  th e  w hole w orld  and th e c a l l  o f  God 

cou ld  n o t  b e  o b e y e d .

I t  seem s p o s s ib l e  th a t  one in v o lv em en t by F a lw e l l  le d  to  

a n o th e r - -a b o r t io n , th en  hom osexuals b e in g  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  an o f f i c i a l  

m in o r ity  w ith  a l l  th e  co n seq u en t p r iv i l e g e s  and r i g h t s ,  th e  th r e a t  

to  th e  tax -exem p t s t a t u s  o f  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls ,  th e  p e r v a s iv e n e s s  o f  

pornography, what he p e r c e iv e d  a s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  G od less humanism ta u g h t  

in  p u b lic  s c h o o ls .  But in  s p i t e  o f  th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  F a lw e l l ' s  v i s i 

b i l i t y  was more lo c a l  and r e g io n a l than n a t io n a l ,  more th e  r e s u l t  o f  

h is  F u n d a m en ta lis t  r e l i g i o n  than  h is  p o l i t i c s .  Two e v e n t s ,  prob ab ly  

a s  much as a n y th in g  e l s e  o r  maybe e v e r y th in g  e l s e ,  e v e n tu a lly  ca ta --  

p u lte d  F a lw e l l  in t o  th e  n a t io n a l  s p o t l i g h t .

F i r s t ,  on A p r il  2 8 , 1979 , F a lw e l l  conducted  an " I Love America" 

r a l l y  on th e  s t e p s  o f  th e  n a t io n 's  c a p i t o l  a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  "Clean Up

4



www.manaraa.com

A m erica” cam paign. A pp roxim ately  1 2 ,0 0 0  a tte n d e d  in c lu d in g  s e v e r a l

w ell-k n ow n  S en a to rs  and C ongressm en. S econ d , on June 6 , 1979 , F a lw e l l

lau n ch ed  th e  M oral M a jo r ity , I n c . ,  to  c o u n ter  th e  l i b e r a l  m oral tren d s

and to  c le a n  up A m erica . F a lw e l l  made h i s  in t e n t io n s  c le a r  a t  an " I

Love America" r a l l y  in  th e  South Dakota s t a t e  c a p i t o l :

We have an o b l ig a t io n  .th en  to  r e p o s i t io n  Am erica where She once  
w a s. Someone s a id  y e s te r d a y  in  a d eb a te  w ith  me, 'Y ou 're  in  
fa v o r  o f  h o ld in g  up p r o g r e s s .  You want Am erica to  go b a c k w a r d s .1 
In  my o p in io n  i f  we can go back to  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  husband and 
w ife  r e la t io n s h ip  f a m ily ,  back to  d e c e n c y , back to  m o r a li ty ,  
back to  a f r e e  e n t e r p r is e  sy stem  u n h arrassed  by a f e d e r a l  gov
ernment t h a t ' s  out to  w ipe h er  o u t ,  ’back to  f r e e  farm ers who 
a r e  a llo w e d  to  farm and make a p r o f i t  a s  once th ey  were in  t h i s  
co u n tr y , back to  a s o c i e t y  th a t  b e l i e v e s  in  d e c e n c y , b e l i e v e s  in  
God, b e l i e v e s  in  r ig h t  and wrong; i f  th a t  i s  o p p o sin g  p r o g r e s s ,  
th en  y o u 'r e  r ig h t :  I'm  o p p o sin g  p r o g r e s s .  But I  b e l i e v e  th a t  
th a t  i s  p ro g ress  in  i t s e l f .  I f  we can come back t o .  . . .  I f  
we can come back to  th e  p r in c ip le s  th a t  made us th e g r e a t e s t  
n a t io n  on e a r th ,  w e 'r e  s im p ly  ack n ow led g in g  we g o t  d etou red  
down th e  ro a d . And w ere g o in g  in  th e wrong d ir e c t io n ,  found  
our w ay, came back to  th e  road o f p r o g r e ss  and in  so  d o in g  I  
th in k  w e ' l l  f in d  th a t  G od's a b le  to  cu re  our econom ic and 
m il i t a r y  and en erg y  p rob lem s, i f  we g e t  our m oral problem s 
c o r r e c t e d .'7

For n e a r ly  a y e a r , how ever, a f t e r  th e f i r s t  "I Love America"  

r a l l y  and th e  la u n ch in g  o f  M oral M a jo r ity , r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  a t t e n t io n  

was p a id  to  h im . B u t, from mid-summer o f  1980 th e  a t t e n t io n  g iv e n  to  

F a lw e l l  was s u r p r is in g  i f  n o t phenom enal. M ajor a r t i c l e s  appeared  in  

n e a r ly  ev ery  n o ta b le  new spaper and m agazine in  th e  c o u n tr y . He appeared  

on m ost o f  th e  t a lk  shows and in te r v ie w  programs such  as "60 M in u tes ,"  

"Tomorrow," "Today," "Meet th e  P r e s s ,"  and "Donahue." He was on th e  

co v er  o f  Newsweek. At one p o in t ,  s h o r t ly  b e fo r e  th e  November e l e c t i o n ,  

one co u ld  a lm o st argue th a t  th e  media co v era g e  o f  F a lw e l l  r iv a le d  th a t  

o f  th e  p r e s id e n t ia l  c a n d id a te s ,  C a r te r , R eagan, and A nderson .

5
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N elso n  K eener, c h ie f  o p e r a t io n s  o f f i c e r  fo r  th e  Old-Tim e G ospel

Hour, rep o r te d  t h a t ,  d u rin g  th e  few  months b e fo r e  th e  e l e c t i o n ,  th e r e

were as many a s  200 m edia r e q u e s ts  per day f o r ’ in fo r m a tio n  and in t e r -  

8v ie w s .  Russ F i l e s ,  r e l i g i o n  l ib r a r ia n  a t  L ib e r ty  B a p t is t  C o lle g e ,

and , as he a d m itte d , " s e lf -a p p o in te d  a r c h iv is t "  fo r  F a lw e l l  and h is

o p e r a t io n s  in c lu d in g  M oral M a jo r ity , has c o l l e c t e d  m ost o f  th e  a r t i c l e s

ab ou t F a lw e l l ,  an d , in  h i s  s m a ll a r c h iv e s ,  th e r e  a re  s e v e r a l  s h e lv e s

f u l l  o f  s ta c k s  o f  a r t i c l e s ,  a s e p a r a te  s e c t io n  fo r  ev er y  one o f  the  
9

f i f t y  s t a t e s .

In  ord er to  p ro v id e  a c o n te x t  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

p rea ch in g  o f J err y  F a lw e l l ,  I  w i l l  f i r s t  in tr o d u c e  J err y  F a lw e l l ,  th e  

M oral M a jo r ity , and th e  " I Love America" r a l l i e s  conducted  by F a lw e l l  

in  b e h a lf  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity . N ex t, I  w i l l  d e l in e a t e  th e sco p e  o f  

th e  s tu d y , th e  q u e s t io n s  to  be answered,* and th e  l i t e r a t u r e  th a t  w i l l  

in form  th e  s tu d y . F i n a l l y ,  I  w i l l  d e f in e  th e  term s to  be used  and th e  

l i m i t s  o f  th e  s tu d y .

Who I s  J e r r y  F a lw e l l?

A c h i ld  o f  th e  G reat D e p r e s s io n , born A ugust 1 1 , 1933 , in  

L ynchburg, V ir g in ia ,  F a lw e l l  grew up in  a poor and tough  neighborhood  

ab ou t a m ile  and a h a l f  e a s t  o f  downtown Lynchburg. Hardworking and 

a m b itio u s  even  in  h is  c h ild h o o d  and y o u th , he d id  w e l l  in  s c h o o l .  He 

was c a p ta in  o f th e  f o o t b a l l  team h i s  s e n io r  y e a r , graduated  w ith  a 9 8 .6  

p e r c e n t a v era g e  g ra d e , and was th e  c l a s s  v a le d ic t o r ia n .  He was n o t  

a llo w e d , how ever, to  g iv e  th e v a le d ic t o r ia n  sp eech  b eca u se  i t  was d i s 

cov ered  he took  c a f e t e r ia  t i c k e t s  and gave them to  members o f  th e  f o o t 

b a l l  team . That was th e l a s t  s tra w  in  a lo n g  l i n e  o f  tr o u b le  w ith



www.manaraa.com

sc h o o l o f f i c i a l s .  A lso  d u r in g  h ig h  s c h o o l ,  he was p a rt o f  a gang th a t  

engaged in  f i g h t s ,  d r in k in g , and p r a n k s .^

In  1 9 5 0 , he e n te r e d  Lynchburg' C o lle g e  in te n d in g  to  m ajor in  

m ech an ica l e n g in e e r in g , b u t ,  w ith in  two y e a r s ,  had p r o fe s s e d  f a i t h  in  

C h r is t  and com m itted h is  l i f e  to  th e  C h r is t ia n  m in is t r y .  He c o n se 

q u e n tly  e n r o l le d  in  the B a p t is t  B ib le  C o lle g e  in  S p r in g f ie ld ,

M i s s o u r i .^

A ccord in g  to  F a lw e l l ,  h is  o n ly  exp osu re to  r e l i g i o n  b e fo r e  he

was c o n v er te d  a t  e ig h te e n  came from l i s t e n i n g  t o  C h arles E . F u l l e r ,

th e  p reach er  on th e  p op u lar "O ld-F ash ioned  R e v iv a l Hour" r a d io  broad- 

12c a s t .  One cannot m iss th e  s i m i l a r i t y  betw een  th e  names o f  F u l l e r ' s

"O ld-F ash ioned  R e v iv a l Hour" and F a lw e l l ' s  "Old-Time G ospel Hour."

In  1956 , a f t e r  h is  s e n io r  year  a t  th e  B a p t is t  B ib le  C o lle g e ,

F a lw e l l  re tu rn ed  to  Lynchburg and s t a r t e d  a new church w ith  t h i r t y - f i v e

c h a r te r  members. They m et, a t  the b e g in n in g , in  the v a c a te d  Donald

13Duck B o t t l in g  Company b u i ld in g .  From th a t  s t a r t ,  F a lw e l l ' s  m in is 

t r i e s  m u lt ip l ie d  to  in c lu d e  th e  Thomas Road B a p t is t  Church w ith  i t s  

v a r ie d  programs and 1 7 ,0 0 0  members, th e Old-Tim e G ospel Hour b ro a d ca st  

on 400 t e l e v i s i o n  and 500 r a d io  s t a t i o n s ,  and th e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls - -  

th e  Lynchburg C h r is t ia n  Academy, L ib e r ty  B a p t is t  C o l le g e ,  and L ib e r ty  

B a p t is t  Sem inary w ith  a combined en r o llm e n t o f  n e a r ly  6 ,0 0 0  s t u d e n t s .  

Though M oral M a jo r ity  i s  n o t c o n s id e r e d  one o f  F a lw e l l ' s  m i n i s t r i e s ,  

th a t  i s  more a t e c h n i c a l i t y  than f a c t .

On A p r il  1 2 , 1958 , he m arried  M acel P a te  whom he had met a t

th e  Park Avenue B a p t is t  Church in  Lynchburg. They have th r e e  c h ild r e n :

14J e r r y , J r . ,  J e a n n ie , and Jon ath an .

7
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W hether or n ot one a g r e e s  w ith  F a lw e l l ,  one co u ld  h a rd ly  deny  

th a t  he i s  th e  ep itom e o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  en trep re n e u r  and th e  embodiment 

o f  th e  work e t h i c .  His t i t l e s ,  by th e m s e lv e s , a r e  im p r e s s iv e - -P a s to r  

o f  th e  Thomas Road B a p t is t  Church, P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  Old-Time G ospel 

Hour, C h a n ce llo r  o f  th e  L ib e r ty  B a p t is t  C o lle g e  and S c h o o ls ,  and P r e s i 

dent o f  M oral M a jo r ity , I n c .- -a n d  th ey  are  o n ly  p a rt o f  th e  w h o le  s t o r y .

He has a t ta in e d  th e  m ost p u b l ic i t y  a s  head o f  M oral M a jo r ity ,  

b u t much o f  i t  has been  a d v e r s e . The name, "Moral M a jo r ity ,"  may 

a c c o u n t fo r  some o f  th e  a d v e r s i t y .  I t  i s  a l l i t e r a t i v e ,  r h y th m ic a l,  

and th e r e fo r e  m em orable, b u t i t  a l s o  r e v e a l s ,  f o r  som e, an a r r o g a n c e .  

L utheran  lo b b y is t  C h arles B ergstrom  to ld  r e p o r t e r s ,  "They c la im  th ey

w i l l  f i n a l l y  g e t  us C h r is t ia n  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  in  W ash ington , but I  th in k

15th a t  shows c o n s id e r a b le  a rr o g a n c e ."  L eaders o f  f i f t e e n  m ajor American

church b o d ie s  in  a j o i n t  s ta te m e n t p r o sc r ib e d  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  fo r

t h e i r  " a rro g a n ce , m a n ip u la t io n , s u b te r fu g e  [a n d ] ,  h o ld in g  o th e r s  in  

16con tem p t."  James A rm strong, w r it in g  in  the C h r is t ia n  C en tu ry , in 

s i s t e d  on " th e  r ig h t  o f  c le r g y  to  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p ro cess"  

b u t c r i t i c i z e d  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  fo r  " i t s  m oral and s p i r i t u a l  a r r o -  

g a n c e ."

A nother f a i r l y  common r e a c t io n  has been  t h a t ,  i f  the p eo p le  o f  

th e M oral M a jo r ity  c o n s id e r e d  th em se lv es  to  be m o ra l, th e y  m ust c o n s id e r  

ev er y o n e  who does n o t  a g ree  w ith  them to  be im m oral. Tony Q uinn, in  a 

C a lif o r n ia  Jou rn a l a r t i c l e ,  a greed  w ith  a s ta te m e n t is s u e d  by th e  

L utheran Church C o u n c il th a t  " I t  i s  a rro g a n t to  a s s e r t  th a t  o n e 's  p o s i 

t io n  on a p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e  i s  'C h r is t ia n '  and th a t  a l l  o th e r s  a r e  'un-

18Christian,' 'immoral,' or 'sinful."' "No one has a lock on righteous
8
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n e s s ,"  argued  R abbi D a n ie l P o l i s h ,  W ashington d ir e c t o r  o f  th e Synagogue

C o u n cil o f  A m erica , "but th e y  assum e th a t  anyone who d i f f e r s  from  them

19i s  n o t  o n ly  m isin fo rm ed , b u t e v i l . "

A Des M oines R e g is t e r  e d i t o r i a l ,  f o r  exam ple, e x c o r ia te d  th e

new C h r is t ia n  a c t i v i s t s :

Such C h r is t ia n s  gave us th e  C ru sad es, th e  S p an ish  I n q u is i t i o n ,  
and th e  Salem  w it c h c r a f t  t r i a l s .  When y o u 'r e  co n v in ced  y o u 'r e  
d o in g  G od's w ork, i t ' s  o n ly  a s h o r t  s t e p  to  becom ing con v in ced  
th a t  e v e r y th in g  you do i s  j u s t i f i e d .  . . . [T hey] a r e  fond o f  
q u o tin g  t h i s  l i n e  in  the B ib le :  ' .  . . when th e  r ig h te o u s  r u le ,
th e  p eo p le  r e j o i c e ;  when th e  u n r ig h te o u s  r u l e ,  th e  p eo p le  m ourn.'
To w hich  I  can o n ly  add , - And when th e  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  r u le ,  •, 
w atch  o u t . ' 20

Some o f  th e  r e a c t io n  has b een  o r g a n iz e d , su ch  as Norman L e a r 's

21" P eop le f o r  th e  A m erican Way." The purpose o f  L e a r 's  v e n tu re  has 

b een  to  f i g h t  th e  M oral M a jo r ity . In  t h e ir  in tr o d u c to r y  b ro ch u re , 

P eo p le  f o r  th e  A m erican Way e x p la in e d  t h e ir  p u rp ose: " I t  i s  needed

b eca u se  o f  th e  grow ing s t r id e n c y  and s tr e n g th  o f  a n t i-d e m o c r a t ic  o rg a 

n iz a t io n s  w hich  we c a l l  'M oral M a jo r i ta r ia n s . '"  They p le d g e d , "We w i l l

22m eet th e  m oral m a jo r ita r ia n s  on t h e ir  own ground."

The M oral M a jo r ity

G iven th e  a t t r a c t i o n  and th e  r e a c t io n  to  th e  M oral M a jo r ity ,

what and who i s  i t ?  " I t  was n o t  u n t i l  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  M oral

M a jo r ity  . . . th a t  [ F a lw e l l ]  a d m itted  to  p o l i t i c a l  in v o lv e m e n t,"  in

th e  o p in io n  o f  F ran ces F itz G e r a ld , h in t in g  t h a t  i t  had " som eth ing  to

23do w ith  ta x  s t a t u s ."  Ron Godwin, c h ie f  o p e r a t io n s  o f f i c e r  o f  M oral 

M a jo r ity , I n c . ,  conceded  as much in  e x p la in in g  th a t  i t  was s e t  up as  

th r e e  o r g a n iz a t io n s - -M o r a l M a jo r ity , I n c . ,  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  Founda

t i o n ,  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  P o l i t i c a l  A c t io n  C om m ittee--b eca u se  o f
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th e  ta x  la w s .24  F a lw e l l  acknow ledged th e  ta x  c o n s id e r a t io n  in  an

in te r v ie w  w ith  C h r is t ia n i t y  Today:

We sp e n t about f i v e  y ea rs  c h ip p in g  ou t th a t  p la tfo r m  a f t e r  m eet
in g  w ith  Mormons, C a t h o l ic s ,  Jew s, P r o t e s t a n t s ,  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts .
I  and th r e e  or  fo u r  o th e r s  h ere  and th e r e  worked on i t . We r e a l 
iz e d  we had to  c r e a te  a n o n r e l ig io u s  o r g a n iz a t io n  w here we cou ld  
a d d ress  th e  i s s u e s  as p r iv a te  c i t i z e n s  and w ith o u t  v i o l a t i n g  th e  
s e p a r a t io n  o f  church  and s t a t e  or th e  ta x -exem p t s t a t u s  o f  our 
m i n i s t r i e s .25

In  an in te r v ie w  on th e  "Tomorrow Show," he e x p la in e d :

When I  s t a r t e d  in  th e  m in is tr y  tw e n ty -e ig h t  y e a r s  a g o , a b o r t io n  
was n o t  a p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e ;  i t  was v e r y  much a m oral is su e f .  
H om osexu a lity  was n o t  a p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e ;  i t  was n o t  a l l  th a t  
v o l a t i l e .  . . . The t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  i s s u e s  w ere v e r y  e a sy  
to  p reach  o n , p a r t ic u la r ly  on r a d io  and t e l e v i s i o n .  . . .
Those th in g s  a r e  c h a lle n g e d  d a i ly  now. I f  one sa y s  som eth in g  
th a t  has become p o l i t i c a l  . . . [h e  i s ]  c h a lle n g e d  by s p e c ia l  
i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s. . . . And s o  we have a ta x  p rob lem . Our 
ch u rch es are  ta x -e x e m p t. We have no r ig h t  to  sp eak  f o r  our 
church m em bership. . . .  So we . . . sou gh t ou t c o u n c il  on 
t h i s ;  we need  to  form  some o u t s id e  agen cy  w here we a s  p r iv a te  
c i t i z e n s  co u ld  be in v o lv e d  w ith o u t  v i o l a t i n g  our tax-exem p t  
s t a t u s ,  w ith o u t fo r c in g  our [ch u rch ] p e o p le  in t o  a p o s i t io n  
th ey  may n o t w ish  to  s h a r e . M oral M a jo r ity  became t h a t . 26

R eg a rd le ss  o f  th e  ta x  m o t iv e s ,  M oral M a jo r ity  h as.b ecom e a

le g i t im a t e  lo b b y in g  o r g a n iz a t io n .  I t  i s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  F a lw e l l ,  a ta x -  

27 28exem pt, n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  but c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  M oral M a jo r ity

a r e  n o t  ta x  d e d u c t ib le  and , t h e r e f o r e ,  may be used  to  lob b y  f o r  l e g i s -  

29la t i o n .  Godwin sa y s  t h a t ,  as a lo b b y in g  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  th ey  are  "here

30to  s t a y ,"  th a t  th ey  a r e  " in  fo r  th e  lo n g  h a u l."

O r g a n iz a t io n a lly ,  M oral M a jo r ity  c o n s i s t s  o f  th e n a t io n a l  o rg a 

n iz a t io n  headed by F a lw e l l  and c h a p ters  in  m ost s t a t e s  headed by a 

s t a t e  chairm an, u s u a l ly  a F u n d a m en ta lis t  p a s to r  who i s  a " cro n ie"  o f  

F a lw e l l .  N e ith e r  th e  n a t io n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  nor F a lw e l l  have a c tu a l  

c o n tr o l  o v er  th e  in d ep en d en t s t a t e  c h a p te r s ,  o n ly  in f lu e n c e ,  and some

10
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tim es  n o t  much in f lu e n c e .  In  f a c t ,  F a lw e l l  s a id  one o f  h is  con cerns  

was " to  g e t  th o se  lo o s e  cannons ou t th e r e  under c o n tr o l"  m eaning su ch  

a c t i v i t i e s  as th e M aryland c h a p te r 's  a t ta c k s  on a bakery t h a t  was mak

in g  p orn ograp h ic  c o o k ie s  and th e  C a l i f o r n ia  c h a p te r 's  prom otion  o f  th e

31d ea th  p e n a lty  f o r  h om o sex u a ls .

Some o f  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity , n a t io n a l  and

s t a t e ,  a r e  m o n ito r in g  m oral l e g i s l a t i o n ,  o p p o sin g  c a n d id a te s  w ith  whom

th ey  d is a g r e e  on s e l e c t e d  i s s u e s ,  fund r a i s i n g ,  r e g i s t e r in g  p e o p le  to

v o t e ,  and in form in g  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  on the reco rd s  o f  in cu m b en ts,

on th e  i s s u e s ,  and on th e  c a n d id a te s .

As to  th e  m em bership, F a lw e l l  c la im s  i t  i s  n o n - r e l ig io u s ,  th a t

p e o p le  can b e lo n g  to  M oral M a jo r ity  w ith o u t  regard  to  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n

or w ith o u t b e in g  r e l i g i o u s .  A t h e is t s  a s  w e l l  a s  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts ,

P r o t e s t a n t s ,  C a t h o l ic s ,  Jew s, Mormons, and o t h e r s ,  F a lw e l l  c la im s ,

32make up th e  m em bership. What F a lw e l l  has l e f t  vague i s  e x a c t ly  who 

a re  members o f  M oral M a jo r ity . I s  th e r e  a l i s t  o f  th e  membership  

somewhere? E q u a lly  vague i s  e x a c t ly  how one becomes a member. E v i

d e n t ly  th e  r o l l  o f  members i s  th e  m a il in g  l i s t  th a t  has been  accumu

la t e d  from  d i f f e r e n t  so u r c e s  su ch  as c o n tr ib u to r s  and th e  r e g i s t r a n t s

33a t  " I Love America" r a l l i e s .

As o f  O cto b er , 1 9 8 0 , F a lw e l l  b o a ste d  th a t  M oral M a jo r ity  was

"a con g lom erate  o f  7 2 ,0 0 0  p a s to r s  o f  a l l  p e r su a s io n s  and 2 m i l l io n  

34la y p e o p le ."  W hatever th e  m em bership, i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  enough to  

p ose  th e  p o t e n t ia l  fo r  en d u rin g  p o l i t i c a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  and s o c i a l  i n f l u 

e n c e . As Dan R ather s a id  as e a r ly  as two w eeks b e fo r e  th e  1980 e l e c 

t i o n s ,  " I t  would be a m ista k e  to  d is m is s  th e  new p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv is m  o f

11
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c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s  as a f la s h - in - t h e - p a n  u p r is in g  o f  m a d -a s -h e ll

z e a l o t s .  T h is i s  a w e ll -o r g a n iz e d  movement w hich d e r iv e s  i t s  s tr e n g th

35from th e  t e l e v i s i o n  m in i s t r i e s  o f  p rea ch ers l i k e  J e r r y  F a lw e l l ."

F a l w e l l ' s  r h e t o r ic  in  b e h a lf  o f  M oral M a jo r ity  i s s u e s  d u r in g  

th e  1980 cam paign used  many m eans-- l e t t e r s , t e l e v i s i o n ,  r a d io ,  new s

p a p e r s , m a g a z in es , b o o k le t s ,  t r a c t s ,  serm on s, in t e r v ie w s ,  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  

mass m e e t in g s , and o t h e r s .  One im portant b u t r e l a t i v e l y  u n stu d ied  form , 

prom inent in  th e  1980 cam paign, was h is  p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch in g  a t  " I Love 

America" r a l l i e s  con d u cted  on th e  s t e p s  o f  th e  c a p i t o l  in  fo r ty - tw o  o f

th e  f i f t y  s t a t e s .  The c e n te r p ie c e  o f  th o se  r a l l i e s  w as, in  th e  t r a d i-

36 37t io n  o f  th e  " jerem iad"  and th e  " p o l i t i c a l  serm on,"  th e  sp eech  by

F a lw e l l ,  w hat I  s h a l l  c a l l  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . T hose fo r ty - tw o  

sp e e c h e s  r e f l e c t  th e  su b s ta n c e  and s t y l e  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p reach 

in g  d u r in g  th e  cam paign.

The " I Love America" R a l l i e s

The " I ,L o v e  Am erica" r a l l i e s  w ere n o t  con d u cted  in  e ig h t

s ta te s - -D e la w a r e ,  M aine, M a s s a c h u s e t ts , C o n n e c t ic u t , Rhode I s la n d ,

Verm ont, M aryland, and N evada. The r e a s o n , a c c o r d in g  to  one r a l l y

s t a f f  member, was t h a t ,  b eca u se  th e  n a tu re  o f  F a lw e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l

p rea ch in g  arou sed  su ch  e m o tio n s , th ey  l i t e r a l l y  fe a r e d  fo r  h is  l i f e  

38i f  he c o n t in u e d .

The " I Love Am erica" r a l l i e s  w ere n o t p a r t i c u la r ly  unique in  

th e  s e n se  th a t  th e y  w ere h e ld  on c a p i t o l  s t e p s , There has a lw ays been  

a parade o f  p eo p le  to  t h e ir  c a p i t o l  to  p r o t e s t  o r  p e t i t i o n  f o r  one 

ca u se  or a n o th e r . They w ere u n iq u e , how ever, in  th a t  one p erso n ,

12
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r e p r e s e n t in g  one group , a ttem p ted  to  go to  ev er y  s t a t e  c a p i t o l .  I t  was

n o t th e  f i r s t  tim e F a lw e l l  had gone "on th e  road" to  tak e h is  m essage

d i r e c t l y  to  th e  p e o p le .  In  1975 and 1 9 7 6 , d u r in g  th e  B ic e n te n n ia l

c e l e b r a t io n ,  he con d u cted  th e  f i r s t  round o f  " I Love Am erica" r a l l i e s

in  141 c i t i e s  a c r o s s  the n a t io n .  They w ere v e r y  s im ila r  to  th e  round

o f  " I  Love Am erica" r a l l i e s  in  1979 and 1 9 8 0 , th e main d i f f e r e n c e s

b e in g  th a t  th e  e a r l i e r  r a l l i e s  w ere h e ld  in  a u d ito r iu m s p r im a r ily  and

w ere more r e l i g i o u s  than  p o l i t i c a l .  B oth rounds o f  r a l l i e s  have been

39a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  "Clean Up Am erica" cam paign.

The r a l l i e s  on th e  s te p s  o f  th e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l s  in c lu d e d  a c a s t  

c o n s i s t in g  o f  F a lw e l l ,  th e  p i l o t  o f  h is  p r iv a te  p la n e , a body guard , 

s i x  to  e ig h t  o f  h is  s t a f f ,  bus and tru ck  d r iv e r s ,  and th e  f o r t y - e i g h t  

" I Love America" s in g e r s  from th e  L ib e r ty  B a p t is t  C o l le g e .  To f a c i l i 

t a t e  th e  two b u ses  and two tru ck s  t r a v e l in g  from  one r a l l y  to  th e  n e x t ,  

th e r a l l i e s  w ere sch e d u le d  a day or two a p a r t and in  co n tig u o u s  s t a t e s .  

F a lw e l l  and h is  s t a f f  t r a v e l l e d  in  h i s  p r iv a te  j e t ,  and th e  s in g e r s  

t r a v e l l e d  in  two G reyhound-type b u s e s .  The two tr u c k s  c a r r ie d  th e  

equipm ent n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  r a l l i e s - - s o u n d  sy ste m , f l a g s ,  podium , 

c h a ir s ,  and so  o n .

To p rep are f o r  th e  r a l l i e s  in  each  s t a t e ,  s e v e r a l  s t e p s  had to  

be tak en : . a p erm it to  m eet on the c a p i t o l  s t e p s  had to  be secu red ;  

th e  a tte n d a n c e  o f  groups from ch u rch es and C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  had to  be 

gu aran teed  so  th e r e  would be a la r g e ,  s y m p a th e t ic , and e n t h u s ia s t i c  

crowd; i n v i t a t i o n s  had to  be ex ten d ed  to  th e  p o l i t i c i a n s ;  p u b l i c i t y  

had to  be arran ged  throu gh  the lo c a l  m edia; th e  Moral M a jo r ity  lu n ch eon  

fo r  p a s to r s ,  church  s t a f f ,  and s c h o o l a d m in is tr a to r s  had to  be arranged;

13
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and innum erable o th e r  d e t a i l s  had to  be a tte n d e d  t o .

The r a l l y  day u s u a l ly  began a t  s i x  o 'c lo c k  in  th e  m orning when

th e  tru ck  d r iv e r s  and s in g e r s  s t a r t e d  s e t t i n g  up th e  equ ipm ent, a job

th a t  took  about th r e e  h o u r s . The s in g e r s  d r e s se d  and w ere in  t h e ir

p la c e  on th e  c a p i t o l  s t e p s  f o r  a p r e - r a l ly  c o n c e r t .  The r a l l i e s  u su 

a l l y  began a t  1 1 :0 0  a .m . and la s t e d  u n t i l  1 2 :3 0 . A fterw a rd , a t  a 

nearby r e s ta u r a n t ,  u s u a l ly  w ith in  w a lk in g  d is t a n c e  o f  th e  c a p i t o l ,  a 

lu n ch eon  was p rov id ed  fo r  p a s to r s ,  church  s t a f f ,  and C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l  

a d m in is t r a t o r s .

O f f i c i a l l y ,  th e  r a l l y  was sp on sored  and p a id  f o r  by th e  Old-

Time G ospel Hour, and th e  lu n ch eon  was sp on sored  and p a id  fo r  by th e

M oral M a jo r ity . The s t a t e d  purposes o f  th e  r a l l i e s  w ere (1 ) to  promote

th e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l movement and (2 ) to  ad d ress  th e  m oral i s s u e s  fa c e d  

40by th e  n a t io n .  The purpose o f  th e  luncheon  was to  e s t a b l i s h  a M oral 

M a jo r ity  ch a p ter  f o r  th e  s t a t e  or s tr e n g th e n  th e  s t a t e  c h a p te r  i f  one 

a lr e a d y  e x i s t e d .

A t both  th e  r a l l y  and th e  lu n ch eo n , th e  p eo p le  a t te n d in g  were  

ask ed  to  r e g i s t e r ,  and th o se  r e g i s t r a t io n  form s w ere used  f o r  th e  m a il

in g  l i s t  o f  th e  s t a t e  c h a p te r  and th e  n a t io n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  M oral 

M a jo r ity .

The " I Love Am erica" Club was i n i t i a t e d  a t  ab ou t th e  same tim e

a s th e  r a l l i e s  and used  th e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  cards from th e  r a l l i e s  a s  i t s

b a s ic  membership r o l l  and m a ilin g  l i s t .  The purpose f o r  o r g a n iz in g  th e

c lu b  was to  lau n ch  "an a l l  ou t e f f o r t  to  C lean  Up A m erica and b r in g

41t h is  n a t io n  back  to  God and a s ta n c e  o f  B ib le  m o r a li ty ."  F a lw e l l  

s a id  he asked  God fo r  4 0 ,0 0 0  c h a r te r  members who w ould c o n tr ib u te  $12
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m onthly " to  h e lp  us in  t h i s  m a ssiv e  and sw eep in g  e f f o r t ."  He o f f e r e d  

each  c h a r te r  member th e C o l le c t o r ' s  E d it io n  o f  th e  A m erican B ic e n te n 

n i a l  F am ily  B ib le  w hich  had been  l e f t  o v e r  from h is  "I Love Am erica"

r a l l i e s  in  1 9 7 5 -7 6 . A l l  who jo in e d  w ould a l s o  r e c e iv e  a p e r so n a l l e t -

43t e r  from  F a lw e l l  each  month and a copy o f  th e  H o t lin e  R e p o r t . The 

c lu b  was th e  fo llo w -u p  and c o n t in u a t io n  o f  th e  r a l l i e s  and a way to  

b u ild  su p p o rt f o r  M oral M a jo r ity  i s s u e s .

Scope o f  th e  Study  

As a r e c o g n iz e d  spokesm an fo r  th e  New R ig h t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  

r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t and s p e c i f i c a l l y  M oral M a jo r ity , F a lw e l l ,  in  h i s  p o l i t 

i c a l  p r e a c h in g , r e p e a te d ly  c a l l e d  fo r  a r e tu r n  to  B i b l i c a l  p r in c i p l e s ,  

t o  th e  f a i t h  o f  our Founding F a th e r s ,  and to  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a lu e s .  Be

c a u s e , a s  head o f  M oral M a jo r ity  and a s  p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch er  a t  th e  "X 

Love Am erica" r a l l i e s ,  he r e p r e se n ts  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r h e t o r ic a l  fo r c e  

f o r  m o b il iz in g  C h r is t ia n  and m oral A m ericans and c o n v e r t in g  t h e ir  s e c 

t a r ia n  v a lu e s  and a t t i t u d e s  in t o  p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n ,  F a lw e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  

p rea ch in g  w arran ts e x a m in a tio n . And, b eca u se  o f  th e in t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  

in  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  and th e  r e a c t io n  to  them , th ey  d e 

s e r v e  an o b j e c t iv e  e x a m in a tio n .

T h is  s tu d y , t h e r e f o r e ,  w i l l  exam in e, p r im a r ily  b u t n o t  s o l e l y ,  

th e  p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch in g  o f  F a lw e l l  a t  e le v e n  o f  th e  " I Love America"  

r a l l i e s  . The e le v e n  r a l l i e s  to  be s tu d ie d  w ere th e  ones con d u cted  in  

W ashington , D .C ., F lo r id a ,  Iow a, K entucky, M ich igan , M in n eso ta , New 

H am pshire, New J e r s e y ,  O h io , South C a r o lin a , and South  D akota . They 

w ere h e ld  betw een  A p r il  o f  1979 and November o f  1 9 8 0 , d u rin g  th e  p e r io d  

o f  th e cam paign f o r  th e  November e l e c t io n s  o f  1980 .
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T here a re  s e v e r a l  r e a so n s  fo r  fo c u s in g  p r im a r ily  on F a l w e l l ' s  

r h e t o r ic  a t  th e  r a l l i e s  r a th e r  than on h i s  w r it in g s  or m edia a d d r e s s e s .  

The r a l l y  sp e ech es  a r e  s p e c i a l  b eca u se  (1 ) th ey  a r e  unique exam ples o f  

A m erican p u b lic  a d d r e ss;  (2 ) th e y  a r e  a l s o  im p ortan t exam ples o f  th e  

je r e m ia d , a k in d  o f .p u b l i c  a d d ress  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by a m ixtu re o f  p o l i t 

i c a l  sp ea k in g  and C h r is t ia n  p rea ch in g ; (3) th e y  a r e  the b e s t ,  or  a t  

l e a s t  as r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  a s  any o th e r ,  exam ples o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  

p rea ch in g  w hich  caused  a s  much c o n tr o v e r sy  a s  any i s s u e  in  th e  1980  

e l e c t i o n s ;  (4 ) th ey  w ere a p a r t  o f  th e  r e v iv a l  o f  c o n se r v a t ism , b o th  

p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s ,  in  th e  l a t e  1970s; (5 ) th e y , maybe more than  

any o th e r  s in g le  k in d  o f  r h e t o r ic  by F a lw e l l ,  arou sed  i n t e n s i t y  and 

r a is e d  q u e s t io n s  ab ou t th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f  church and s t a t e  a s  w e l l  

a s r e l i g i o n  and p o l i t i c s  in  g e n e r a l;  an d , n o t  th e  l e a s t ,  (6 ) th ey  

a t t r a c t e d  c o n s id e r a b le  media a t t e n t io n .

The e le v e n  r a l l i e s  in  p a r t ic u la r  have been  s e l e c t e d  f o r  exam i

n a t io n ,  b e c a u se , a c c o r d in g  to  F a lw e l l ' s  s t a f f  a t  th e  M oral M a jo r ity ,  

Old-Tim e G ospel Hour, and Thomas Road B a p t is t  C hurch, th e s e  a re  th e  

o n ly  ta p e s  o f  " I Love Am erica" r a l l i e s  th a t  su r v iv e d  a f lo o d  in  th e  

a rea  w here th ey  s to r e d  t h e i r  a u d io  t a p e s .  I t  i s  q u ite  p o s s ib l e  th a t  

ta p es  o f  o th e r  "I Love Am erica" r a l l i e s  w i l l  s u r fa c e  l a t e r ,  b u t ,  a f t e r  

a thorough  se a r c h  by F a lw e l l ' s  s t a f f  on th r e e  s e p a r a te  o c c a s io n s ,  th ey  

found no o th e r  a u d io  ta p e s  o f  " I  Love Am erica" r a l l i e s .  T h e ir  sea rch  

w a s, no d o u b t, hampered by th e g e n e r a l d is a r r a y  and d is o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  

some o f  t h e ir  lo w - p r io r i t y  m a te r ia ls  su ch  a s  ta p es  o f  th e  r a l l i e s .

But though th e y  a r e  the o n ly  ta p es  a v a i la b le  a t  t h i s  t im e , th ey  

a r e  as r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  th e r a l l i e s  as any o th e r  com b in ation  o f  r a l l i e s
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would b e .  They r e p r e se n t  a l l  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  co u n try  e x c e p t th e  W est. 

They co v er  th e e n t i r e  p e r io d  o f  tim e th a t  may be c o n s id e r e d  th e  cam

p a ig n  p er io d  f o r  th e  1980 e l e c t i o n s . A l l  b u t one r a l l y  exam ined by 

t h i s  s tu d y  was con d u cted  b e fo r e  th e  e l e c t io n s  in  November o f  1 9 8 0 .

The one r a l l y  n o t  con d u cted  b e fo r e  e l e c t i o n  day was h e ld  th e  week  

a f t e r  th e  e l e c t i o n s .  A ls o ,  th e y  w ere sp aced  f a i r l y  e v e n ly  over th e  

e n t ir e  cam paign p e r io d .

S ta tem en t o f  th e  Problem  

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h i s  s tu d y  se e k s  to  answ er th e s e  q u e s t io n s  ab ou t  

F a lw e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  to  advance th e  c a u se s  o f  M oral M a jo r ity :  

(1 ) What was th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  r h e t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  th a t  gave r i s e  to

F a lw e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch in g  in  th e  1980 cam paign? (2 ) What was F a l

w e l l ' s  m essage in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g , e s p e c i a l l y  a s  r e f l e c t e d  in  

th e  " I Love America" r a l l i e s ?  What w ere th e p u rp oses o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

p reach in g?  What w ere h is  p r e s u p p o s it io n s  and p rem ises?  What i s s u e s

d id  he r a i s e  and r e a c t  to?  What w ere h i s  argum ents and a p p e a ls  on

th o s e  i s s u e s ?  (3 ) What p e r s u a s iv e  m ethods or  s t r a t e g i e s  d id  he em ploy  

in  d e a l in g  w ith  th e  i s s u e s  he r a ise d ?  (4) In  th e  p e r s u a s iv e  m ethods 

he em ployed t o  argu e th e  m oral i s s u e s  he r a i s e d  in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

p r e a c h in g , was F a lw e l l  h im s e lf  e t h ic a l?  and (5 ) How a f f e c t i v e  was 

F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch in g  in  in f lu e n c in g  h is  " tru e  b e l i e v e r s ,"  

o th e r  A m ericans, and p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n ?

Survey o f  th e  L ite r a tu r e

F a lw e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch in g  a t  th e  " I Love America" r a l l i e s

i s  s o  in te r c h a n g e a b le  w ith  th e  r h e t o r ic  in  h i s  in t e r v ie w s ,  h is  w r it in g s
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and o th e r  sp e e c h e s  th a t  we can n ot exam ine th e  r a l l y  s p e e c h e s  w ith o u t  

e x t e n s iv e  r e fe r e n c e  to  h is  o th e r  r h e t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l s . What he s a id  

a t  th e  r a l l i e s  i s  o f t e n  e la b o r a te d , c l a r i f i e d ,  and ex ten d ed  in  o th e r  

s p e e c h e s , in  h i s  w r i t in g s ,  and in  th e  in te r v ie w s  he g a v e .

C lo se  a t t e n t io n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w i l l  be g iv e n  to  h i s  sp e e c h e s  a t  

th e  Sword o f  th e  Lord C on feren ce  on R e v iv a l and S o u l-W in n in g , a t  th e  

N a tio n a l A f f a ir s  B r ie f in g  in  D a l la s ,  and a t  th e  N a t io n a l A s s o c ia t io n  

o f  R e lig io u s  B r o a d c a ste r s  C on feren ce in  W ash ington , D .C ., a s  w e l l  as  

a sp eech  e n t i t l e d  " M o b iliz in g  th e  M oral M ajo r ity "  w hich was d e l iv e r e d

a t  a p a s to r s*  m eetin g  in  D en ver, C o lo ra d o . In  a d d it io n ,  F a lw e l l  w ro te

44 45L is t e n ,  A m erica*. and e d it e d  The F u n d a m en ta lis t  Phenomenon b o th  o f

w hich  are  p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch in g  in  a n o th er  form  a s  a r e  th e  s c r ip t s  o f

46  47h is  in te r v ie w s  on "Meet th e  P r e s s ,"  "The P h i l  Donahue Show," and

48 49"Tomorrow," and in  P en th ou se m agazin e . I  w i l l  a l s o  r e ly  on F a l

w e l l ' s  M oral M a jo r ity  R eport and H o t l in e  R e p o r t, on b o o k le t s  su ch  as 

How You Can H elp C lean  Up A m erica , and h i s  t e l e v i s i o n  s p e c ia l s  such  as  

"A m erica, Y ou 're  Too Young to  D ie ."  We w i l l  a l s o  exam ine s p e c i a l  a r t i 

c l e s  w r i t t e n  by F a lw e l l  such  a s  " E n forcin g  G od's Law in  th e  V o tin g

B o o t h , " U . S .  'S l id in g  Down' w ith  P o l i t i c a l  Left,""**' "The M aligned  

52
M oral M a jo r ity ,"  and "Moral M a jo r ity  a R e a c tio n  to  A tta ck  on B a s ic

53
V alu es o f  M i l l io n s  o f  A m ericans" a l l  o f  w hich  w ere o th e r  forms and 

forums o f  h is  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . A lth ou gh  I  w i l l  a n a ly z e  p r im a r ily  

th e  e le v e n  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  " I Love America" s p e e c h e s , th e  a n a ly s i s  w i l l  

be in form ed  by th e  w hole  body o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g .

T h is  s tu d y  i s  in form ed  a l s o  by The C o n se r v a tiv e  D ig e s t  m agazine  

p u b lish e d  by R ichard  V ig u e r ie . The f la g s h ip  o f  New R ig h t p u b l ic a t io n s ,
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i t  p ro v id es  in fo r m a tio n  and in s ig h t  ab ou t th e  le a d e r s ,  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and

is s u e s  o f  th e  movement. A ls o ,  a book by V ig u e r ie ,  The New R ig h t:

54W e're Ready to  L ea d , has b een  in v a lu a b le  fo r  i t s  f i r s t - h a n d ,  d e t a i l e d

a cco u n t o f  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  th e  New R ig h t .

A f a i r l y  o b j e c t iv e  a p p r a is a l  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  R ig h t ,  Prime Time

P rea ch ers by J e f f r e y  K. Hadden and C h arles E . S w a n n , h a s  been h e lp fu l,,

The c o u n te r - r h e to r ic  to  th e  New R ig h t ,  in c lu d in g  th e  r e l i g i o u s

R ig h t ,  has been  c o n s id e r a b le .  Among th e m ost com prehensive a r e  The

5 6F ear B rokers by fo r m e r .U .S . S e n a to r , Thomas J .  M cIntyre and Thunder

. 5 7on th e  R igh t by A lle n  C raw ford, form er New R ig h t  d e v o te e .  A r t i c l e s  

and a n a ly s e s  by j o u r n a l i s t s ,  r e l i g io u s  le a d e r s ,  and p o l i t i c a l  p u n d its  

have been abundant in  p u b l ic a t io n s  su ch  a s  T im e, Newsweek, P la y b o y ,

The H um anist, H a r p e rs , S o jo u r n e r s , C h r is t ia n i t y  T oday, C h r is t ia n  Cen

t u r y , th e  New York T im es, th e  W all S t r e e t  J o u r n a l, and th e W ashington  

P o s t . The c o u n te r -r h e to r ic  p r o v id e s  b a la n ce  in  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  F a lw e l l  

and th e  New r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t .

S e v e r a l Works have added s u b s t a n t ia l l y  to  my u n d ersta n d in g  o f  

th e  r h e t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  th a t  gave r i s e  to  th e  New R ig h t and to  F a lw e l l .

Of c o u r s e , I  have r e l i e d  on L loyd B i t z e r ' s  a r t i c l e ,  "The R h e to r ic a l  

58S i t u a t io n ,"  a l s o  on R ichard  H o f s ta d te r 's  The P aran oid  S t y le  in  Amer-

5 9 60ic a n ^ P o l i t i c s  and C lin to n  R oss i t e r ' s  C on serv a tism  in  A m erica .

In  e v a lu a t in g  th e  e t h i c a l i t y  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,

I  have been  in form ed  by D ouglas E h n in g e r 's  a r t i c l e ,  "Argument a s  Method:

61I t s  N a tu r e , I t s  L im ita t io n s  and I t s  U se s ,"  and by W alter  R. F i s h e r ' s

62a r t i c l e s ,  "A M otive View o f  C om m unication,"  "Toward a L o g ic  o f  Good

63 6̂ iR ea so n s,"  and " R a t io n a l ity  and th e L o g ic  o f  Good R eason s."
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R ichard  L . Joh an n esen , in  h is  s y n t h e s i s  o f  s ta n d a rd s  fo r  e t h i c a l  r h e t 

o r ic  e n t i t l e d  "Toward an E th ic  o f  R h e t o r i c h a s  been in v a lu a b le .  I  

have a l s o  drawn on Frank J .  L ow er's a p p l ic a t io n  o f  Lawrence K o h lb erg 's

th eo ry  o f  th e  s i x  sta n d a rd s  and s ta g e s  o f  m oral developm ent to  th e

66th e o r y  o f  r h e t o r ic  in  ord er  to  a s s e s s  th e  e t h i c a l i t y  o f  F a l w e l l ' s

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g .

The in fo r m a tio n  about th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t

has come from numerous p o l l s  su ch  as G allup  and H arris  and from a stu d y

67by Shupe and S ta c e y .

D e f in i t io n  o f  Terms

In  d e f in in g  p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch in g  a s  p r a c t ic e d  by F a lw e l l ,  I  have

r e l i e d  on P erry  M i l l e r ' s  c o n cep t o f  th e  " jerem iad"  in  The New England

68Mind: From C olony to  P r o v in c e . on Sacvan B e r c o v itc h 's  co n cep t o f  th e

69jerem ia d  as p o l i t i c a l  serm on in  The Am erican J erem ia d . and on Rod 

H a r t's  co n cep t o f  " r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l "  r h e t o r ic  in  The P o l i t i c a l  P u lp i t /^  

M ille r  c h a r a c te r iz e s  th e  jere m ia d s  as d e n u n c ia t io n s  o f  the s in s  o f  th e  

n a t io n .  B e r c o v itc h  e x ten d s  M i l l e r ' s  c o n cep t by show ing th a t  th e  j e r e 

miads w ere e q u a lly  a n n u n c ia t io n s  o f  G od's p rom ises o f  r e s t o r a t io n  i f  we 

r e p e n t .  B e r c o v itc h  a rg u es th a t  t h e ir  e s s e n c e  i s  n o t ,  a s  M i l le r  s a y s ,  

" th e  vehem ence o f  [ t h e i r ]  com p la in t"  b u t t h e ir  "unshakab le o p t im is m ." ^  

Hart e s s e n t i a l l y  e q u a te s  th e  jerem ia d s o f  th e  p a s t  w ith  th e  r e l i g i o -  

p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r ic  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  " c i v i l  r e l ig io n "  in  A m erica , a rg u in g  

th a t i t  i s  more r h e t o r i c a l  than  s o c i a l  o r  p o l i t i c a l ,  th a t  th e  r e l ig io u s  

e lem en ts  o f  Am erica have d eterm in ed  to  wage t h e ir  s t r u g g le  by such  r h e t 

o r i c ,  and th a t  th e  r h e t o r i c ,  though i t  sounds r e l i g i o n - l i k e ,  i s  r e a l l y
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more human than  d i v i n e . 72 T h is  s tu d y  w i l l  show th a t  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  

p rea ch in g  i s  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n  d is c u s s e d  and d ev e lo p e d  by M i l le r ,  

B e r c o v itc h , and H a rt. -I t  w i l l  a l s o  show th a t  i t  has d i s t in g u is h in g  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in  th e  t r a d i t io n  o f  F u n d a m en ta lis t  p r e a c h in g .

For t h i s  s tu d y , th e  "New R igh t"  w i l l  r e f e r  to  th e  movement 

d u rin g  th e l a t e  1970s and e a r ly  1980s c o n s i s t in g  o f  b oth  r e l i g i o u s  and 

p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s . The " p o l i t 

i c a l  R ight"  w i l l  r e f e r  to  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e r s  su ch  a s  R ichard  V ig u e r ie ,  

P au l W eyrich , T erry  D olan , and Howard P h i l l i p s ,  to  o r g a n iz a t io n s  such  

a s  th e  V ig u e r ie  Company, th e  N a tio n a l C o n se r v a tiv e  P o l i t i c a l  A c t io n  

C om m ittee, th e  C o n se r v a tiv e  C aucus, and th e  Com m ittee fo r  th e S u r v iv a l  

o f  a F ree C o n g r ess , and to  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  co n cer n in g  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s .  

The " r e l ig io u s  R ight"  in c lu d e s  r e l i g i o u s  le a d e r s  su ch  a s  P at R o b e r tso n , 

James R o b iso n , and Jim Bakker in  a d d it io n  to  F a lw e l l ,  to  o r g a n iz a t io n s  

such  as R e l ig io u s  R oundtab le and C h r is t ia n  V o ic e  b e s id e s  th e  M oral 

M a jo r ity , and to  t h e ir  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n cer n in g  m oral i s s u e s .  I t  sh ou ld  

a l s o  be u n d ersto o d  th a t  th e  m oral i s s u e s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R igh t have  

p o l i t i c a l  im p l ic a t io n s ,  th a t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

R ig h t have m oral im p l ic a t io n s ,  and th a t  b o th  th e  m oral and p o l i t i c a l  

i s s u e s  have s o c i a l  im p l ic a t io n s .

Fundam entalism  i s  d e f in e d ,  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y , a s  th e  e x tr e m is t  

c o n s e r v a t iv e  s e c t  o f  e v a n g e l ic a l i s m ,  an u n o f f i c i a l  and in d ep en d en t  

d en om in ation  d i s t i n c t  from any o th e r  i d e n t i f i a b l e  d en o m in a tio n , r e l i 

g io n ,  o r  c u l t ,  and d is t in g u is h e d  by t h e ir  b e l i e f  in  th e  in e r r a n c y  o f  

th e  B ib le  and th e  m i l l e n i a l  r e ig n  o f  C h r is t  h ere  on e a r th  a t  th e end 

o f  th e  w o r ld . F u n d a m en ta lis ts  emerged o u t o f  th e  m i l l e n i a l  c o n tr o v e r sy
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and th e  c o n fr o n ta t io n  w ith  L ib e r a l th eo lo g y , d u r in g  th e  l a t e  n in e te e n th  

73c e n tu r y .

By B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y ,  or B i b l i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  t h i s  s tu d y  

assum es th a t  F a lw e l l  means th o se  m oral p r e s c r ip t io n s  and p r o h ib it io n s  

in  th e  B ib le  a c c o r d in g  to  h is  own in t e r p r e t a t io n  and th e  in t e r p r e t a t io n  

o f  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts .  They u s u a l ly  c o in c id e  w ith  some o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

e lem en ts  in  th e  J u d e o -C h r is t ia n  e t h i c .

I t  i s  im p ortan t to  u n derstan d  how th e  s tu d y  w i l l  r e f e r  to  th e  

M oral M a jo r ity  and to  th e  " I  Love America" r a l l i e s .  M oral M a jo r ity ,  

w ith  c a p i t a l  M 's , w i l l  mean M oral M a jo r ity , I n c . ,  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  

founded by R ev. J e r r y  F a lw e l l  in  Ju n e, 1979 , fo r  h i s  p a r t ic ip a t io n  

in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e ss  a s  a p r iv a te  c i t i z e n .  The term , m oral m ajor

i t y ,  w ith  sm a ll m 's ,  w i l l  mean th e  supposed  m a jo r ity  o f  A m ericans who, 

a c c o r d in g  to  F a lw e l l ,  h o ld  to  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  B i b l i c a l  m oral v a lu e s  

o f  th e  J u d e o -C h r is t ia n  e t h i c .  When r e f e r r in g  t o  s ta te m e n ts  or  a c t i v i 

t i e s  co n n ected  w ith  th e  " I Love Am erica" r a l l i e s ,  I  w i l l  s im p ly  r e f e r  

to  " th e  r a l l i e s "  o r ,  i f  i t  i s  a s p e c i f i c  r a l l y ,  t o  " th e  F lo r id a  r a l l y ,"  

fo r  exam ple.

L im ita t io n s  o f th e  Study  

The s tu d y  w i l l  be c o n f in e d  to  th o se  sp e e c h e s  and w r it in g s  

a lr e a d y  c i t e d ,  th o se  r e l a t i v e  to  th e  1980 p o l i t i c a l  cam paign . O ther 

p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and phenomena o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t w i l l  n o t  be exam ined  

u n le s s  th ey  w i l l  throw  l i g h t  on F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  phenom

en a . There w i l l  be no a ttem p t t o  d e lv e  in t o  r e l i g i o u s  or t h e o lo g ic a l  

d o c t r in e s  u n le s s  th ey  w i l l  h e lp  us to  u n d erstan d  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral
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M a jo r ity . No a ttem p t w i l l  be made to  ju d ge th e  r ig h tn e s s  or  w rongness  

o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o s i t io n  on th e  i s s u e s  he a d d r e s s e s r a t h e r , I  w i l l  make 

judgm ents ab ou t th e  r h e t o r i c a l  and e t h i c a l  sou n d n ess o f  h is  p o l i t i c a l  

p r e a c h in g .

P rev iew  o f  th e  Study  

The f i r s t  c h a p ter  w i l l  c o n s id e r  th e  r h e t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n - - t h e  

e x i g e n c ie s ,  a u d ie n c e s ,  and c o n s t r a in t s - - t h a t  gave r i s e  to  th e  New R ig h t  

and c o n se q u e n tly  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t .  C hapter 2 w i l l  c o n s id e r  th e  m es

sa g e  o f  F a lw e l l  a s  th e  spokesman f o r  M oral M a jo r ity , th e  p u rp oses b e 

h in d  h is  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g , th e  p r e s u p p o s it io n s  and th e  prim ary  

p rem ise w hich  d eterm in ed  how he a d d resse d  th e  i s s u e s ,  th e  i s s u e s  w hich  

he r a is e d  and to  w hich he r e a c te d ,  and h i s  argum ents and a p p e a ls  in  

a d d r e s s in g  th o s e  i s s u e s .  C hapter 3 fo c u s e s  on th e  p e r s u a s iv e  m ethods 

em ployed to  com m unicate h i s  m e ssa g e . C hapter 4 w i l l  a s s e s s  th e  e t h i c s  

o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . The f i n a l  c h a p ter  w i l l  d e a l  w ith  th e  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t on th e  1980 p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  and 

i t s  p r o s p e c t  f o r  co n tin u ed  p o l i t i c a l  in f lu e n c e .
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I

C hapter 2 

RHETORICAL SITUATION

On th e  same d a y , March 2 1 , 1965 , th a t  "hundreds o f  c le r g y  

a ssem b led  a lo n g  w ith  th ou san d s o f  o th e r  c i v i l  r ig h t s  w orkers in  Selm a, 

Alabam a, fo r  th e  resu m p tion  o f  a march on Montgomery th a t  had e a r l i e r  

been  in te r r u p te d  by v io l e n c e ,"  J err y  F a lw e l l  preached  a serm on, " M in is

t e r s  and M archers,"  in  w hich  he s a id  th e  m archers w ere " en gen d erin g  

h a te  and u n r e s t ,"  and " t h e ir  m ethods ran  c o n tr a r y  to  a m in i s t e r ' s  c a l l 

in g ." ^  In  th a t  serm on, F a lw e l l  e x p la in e d :

As fa r  as th e r e l a t io n s h i p  o f  th e  church to  th e  w o r ld , i t  can  
be ex p r e sse d  as s im p ly  as th e  th r e e  words w hich  P au l gave to  
T im o th y --'P r e a c h  th e  W ord.' We have a m essage o f  redeem ing  
g ra ce  through  a c r u c i f i e d  and r i s e n  L ord. T h is m essage i s  
d e s ig n e d  to  go r ig h t  to  th e  h e a r t  o f  man and th e r e  m eet h is  
deep  s p i r i t u a l  need . Nowhere a r e  we com m issioned  to  reform  
th e  e x t e r n a l s .  We a re  n o t to ld  to  wage wars a g a in s t  b o o t
l e g g e r s ,  l iq u o r  s t o r e s ,  g a m b lers , m u rd erers, p r o s t i t u t e s ,  
r a c k e t e e r s ,  p r e ju d ic e d  p erso n s or  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  or any o th e r  
e x i s t i n g  e v i l  a s  su c h . Our m in is tr y  i s  n o t  r e fo r m a tio n  but 
tr a n s fo r m a t io n . The g o s p e l  d oes n o t  c le a n  up th e  o u t s id e  
but r a th e r  r e g e n e r a te s  th e i n s i d e .  . . . W hile we a re  to ld  
t o  'r e n d e r  unto C aesar th e th in g s  th a t  a r e  C a e s a r 's , '  in  
th e  tr u e  in t e r p r e t a t io n ,  we have v e r y  few  t i e s  on t h i s  e a r t h .
We pay our t a x e s ,  c a s t  our v o te s  a s  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  c i t i 
z e n s h ip , obey th e  law s o f  th e  la n d , and o th e r  th in g s  demanded 
o f  us by th e  s o c i e t y  in  w hich  we l i v e .  B u t, a t  th e  same t im e ,  
we are  c o g n iz a n t  th a t  our purpose on t h i s  e a r th  i s  to  know 
C h r is t  and to  make Him known. B e l ie v in g  th e B ib le  as I  d o ,
I  w ould f in d  i t  im p o s s ib le  to  s to p  p rea ch in g  th e  pure s a v in g  
g o s p e l  o f  J esu s  C h r is t ,  and b e g in  d o in g  a n y th in g  e l s e - -  
in c lu d in g  f i g h t i n g  Communism, or p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  c i v i l -  
r ig h t s  re fo r m s.^

F a lw e l l  has s in c e  s a id  he was wrong ab ou t p re a c h e r s  in  p o l i t i c s
3

and has become th e  ep itom e o f  w hat he once condem ned. The q u e s t io n  i s
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why? What drew him in t o  p o l i t i c s ?  What arou sed  him to  become a

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t ?  What gave r i s e  to  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c ,  h i s

p o l i t i c a l  p reach in g?  Hadden and Swann propose t h a t ,  to  u n d erstan d

th e r e su r g e n c e  o f  c o n s e r v a t is m , we m ust s tu d y  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,

b u t ,  to  u n d erstan d  w here i t  i s  g o in g , we must s tu d y  th e  r e l i g i o u s

R ig h t .  " I t  i s  th e  l a t t e r  grou p ,"  th ey  s a y ,  " th a t  i s  l i k e l y  to  be

r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  sh a p in g  th e  n e x t  m ajor d evelop m en ts in  th e  e o n se r v a -
4

t i v e s ' e f f o r t s  to  g a in  p o l i t i c a l  pow er."

The New R ig h t lo o k s  a.t A m erica from  two p e r s p e c t iv e s ,  p o l i t i c a l  

and r e l i g i o u s .  The p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t s e e s  s o c i e t y  a s  a co m b in a tio n  o f  

p o l i t i c a l ,  econ om ic , and s o c i a l  f o r c e s .  The r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t s e e s  

s o c i e t y  in  term s o f  s p i r i t u a l  and m oral i l l s .  The p o l i t i c a l  w in g  o f  

th e  New R ig h t e x i s t e d ,  was a c t i v e  and o r g a n iz e d , b e fo r e  th e  r e l i g i o u s  

w in g . The New R ig h t ,  a s  f i r s t  i d e n t i f i e d ,  was p u r e ly  p o l i t i c a l  in  

p e r s p e c t iv e .  What r e s u l t e d  from  th e  e n tr a n c e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  c o n se r v a 

t i v e s  in t o  p o l i t i c s ,  and th e  m ix tu re  o f  r e l i g i o n  and p o l i t i c s ,  was 

r e a l l y  a tran sform ed  New R ig h t .

To u n d erstan d  th e  New R ig h t ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  exam ine th e  

s e p a r a te  d evelop m en t o f  b oth  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  p e r s p e c t iv e s  

and s e e  how th e  one was g r a f te d  o n to  th e  o th e r  to  produce th e  new New 

R ig h t o f  th e  1980 cam paign . By u n d e rsta n d in g  what gave r i s e  to  each  

o f  them , we may more a c c u r a t e ly  g ra sp  how th e y ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  F a lw e l l ,  

saw th e  w orld  in  1980 and why th e y  e n te r e d  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s . In  

o th e r  w o rd s, by u n d ersta n d in g  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t , we w i l l  b e t t e r  

u n d ersta n d  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t .
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I  w i l l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  exam ine what L loyd  B i t z e r  c a l l s  th e  " r h e to r 

i c a l  s i t u a t io n "  th a t  gave r i s e  t o  th e New R ig h t .  The r h e t o r i c a l  s i t u a 

t io n  i s  "a com plex o f  p e r s o n s , e v e n t s ,  o b j e c t s ,  and r e l a t io n s  p r e se n t in g  

an a c t u a l  or p o t e n t ia l  e x ig e n c e  w hich  can be c o m p le te ly  or  p a r t i a l l y  

removed i f  d is c o u r s e ,  in tro d u ced  in t o  th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  can so  c o n s tr a in  

human d e c i s io n  or a c t io n  as to  b r in g  ab ou t th e s i g n i f i c a n t  m o d if ic a t io n  

o f  th e  exigence.""* I  w i l l  exam ine, f i r s t  from  th e  p e r s p e c t iv e s  o f  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t and th en  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  th e  th r e e  c o n s t i t u e n t s  

th a t  B it z e r  sa y s  co m p rises  " e v e r y th in g  r e le v a n t  in  a r h e t o r i c a l  s i t u a -  

t i o n " - - i t s  e x i g e n c ie s ,  a u d ie n c e s ,  and c o n s t r a in t s .

The E x ig e n c ie s

What e x ig e n c ie s  d id  th e  New R ig h t s e e ,  what im p e r fe c t io n s ,  

d e f e c t s ,  o b s t a c l e s ,  w hat th in g s  o th e r  than th e y  sh o u ld  be d id  th ey  see?  

What was u r g e n t ly  w a it in g  fo r  som eth in g  to  be done? What in  A m erica  

alarm ed them?^

The P e r s p e c t iv e  o f  th e  P o l i t i c a l  R ig h t . P o l i t i c a l  c o n se r v a 

t i v e s ,  in  one form  o r  a n o th e r , a r e  n o t  new in  A m erica . W hile t h e ir  

s tr e n g th  and in f lu e n c e  have ebbed and f lo w e d , th e y  have p e r s i s t e d .

For exam p le , H o fs ta d te r  d is c u s s e s  fo u r  e p is o d e s  o f  C on serva tism  c o v e r 

in g  n e a r ly  200 y e a r s  o f  Am erican h is t o r y  in  w hich  th e  e x ig e n c ie s  th ey  

saw have been  m ost o b v io u s - - th e  a n t i - i l lu m n a t i  cru sa d e  o f  th e  l a t e  

1700s and e a r ly  1 8 0 0 s , th e  a n ti-M a so n ic  movement o f  th e  1820s and 

1 8 3 0 s , th e  a n t i - C a t h o l ic  movement from  1835 in t o  th e  2 0 th  c e n tu r y ,
g

and th e  an ti-C om m unist cru sa d e  from  th e  l a t e  1940s to  th e  p r e s e n t .

The e x ig e n c ie s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  in  a d d it io n  to
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Communism, w hich  th e y  have c a r r ie d  o v er  from  t h e ir  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  a re  

L ib e r a lis m  and an u n r e sp o n s iv e  R ep u b lica n ism .

Communism i s  among th e  m ost en d u rin g  o f  th e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f  con 

tem porary c o n s e r v a t is m . There i s  r ea so n  to  b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  road w hich  

le d  to  th e  e v e n tu a l em ergence o f  th e  New R ig h t in  1980 s t a r t e d ,  a t  

l e a s t  in  p a r t ,  w ith  th e  anti-C om m unist movement, e s p e c i a l l y  th e  a n t i -  

Communist cru sa d e  o f  S en a to r  Josep h  McCarthy in  th e  e a r ly  1950s .

C lin to n  R o s s i t e r  may be c o r r e c t ,  th a t  " the d e c i s i v e  f a c t o r  in  th e  sh ap 

in g  o f  modern A m erican C on serv a tism  was . . . F r a n k lin  D. R o o s e v e lt^ . .

. b u t th a t  o p p o sin g  R o o s e v e lt ,  who was so  p o p u la r , w ould  n o t  make a 

v ia b le  movement, w h e rea s , o p p o sin g  Communism w o u ld . T hus, R o s s i t e r  

n o te d , C o n se r v a t iv e s  " su b lim a ted  t h e ir  d i s t a s t e  f o r  th e  New D eal in to

a f i e r c e  'a n t i-C o m m u n is m ,a n d  th e r a d ic a l  w ing o f  contem porary Con-
9

s e r v a t is m  was b orn . A cco rd in g  to  R o s s i t e r ,  th e  contem porary R ig h t i s

made up o f  " th r e e  m ajor c a t e g o r ie s ,  th e  ' l i b e r a l  c o n s e r v a t iv e s , '  th e

'm id d lin g  c o n s e r v a t iv e s , '  and th e  ' u l t r a -c o n s  e r v a t iv e s  , ' " ^  S in c e

" u lt r a -c o n s e r v a t iv e s "  are  th e  r a d ic a l  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  and anti-Com m unism ,

a s  c a r r ie d  on by McCarthy among o t h e r s ,  m ust be c o n s id e r e d  r a d ic a l ,

th en  th e  an ti-C om m un ists must be c a te g o r iz e d  as u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,

a t  l e a s t  some o f  them .

R o s s i t e r  i d e n t i f i e s  McCarthy as an anti-C om m unist and an u l t r a -

c o n s e r v a t i v e .^  And, R o s s i t e r  s a y s ,  " u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t iv e s , by t h e i r  own

12proud a d m is s io n , w ere th e  m ost lo y a l  s o ld i e r s  in  M cC arthy's ra n k s ."

B u t, as L ip s e t  p o in t s  o u t ,  McCarthy and th e  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,

In  s p i t e  o f  [ t h e i r ]  e a r ly  s u c c e s s e s  . . . [h ad ] n o t su cceed ed  in  
b u ild in g  even  one o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  any p o l i t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .
And w ith o u t  o r g a n iz in g  i t s  b a c k in g , i t  ca n n o t hope to  s e c u r e
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any l a s t i n g  pow er. The f a i l u r e  . . . stem s from  th e  f a c t  . . . 
th a t  th e  o n ly  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e  w hich  u n it e s  th e  v a r io u s  su p p o r t
e r s  o f  r a d ic a l  r ig h t  p o l i t i c i a n s  i s  anti-G om m unism .13

W hile L ip s e t  may be c o r r e c t  in  h i s  n o t io n s ,  he f a i l s  to  m ention  

one n o ta b le  e f f e c t  o f  M cC arthyism , th e  immense exp osu re  he g en era te d  

fo r  r a d ic a l  c o n s e r v a t iv e  i d e a s . Though many m i l l io n s  r e p u d ia te d  what 

th ey  saw and h ea rd , m i l l io n s  o f  o th e r s  u n d ou b ted ly  em path ized  w ith  

McCarthy and h is  an ti-C om m u n ist, u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t iv e  id e o lo g y .  He 

e s t a b l i s h e d  an e x ig e n c e  in  th e  minds o f  many A m ericans th a t  Communism

was p e r v a s iv e  and was d e s tr o y in g  A m erica and th a t  so m eth in g  m ust be

done b e fo r e  i t  i s  to o  l a t e .

One o f  th o se  who was exp osed  to  M cCarthy’ s anti-Communism was

R ichard  V ig u e r ie ,  a fou n d er  o f  th e  New R ig h t .  In  h is  book , The New

R ig h t , W e're Ready to  L ead , V ig u e r ie  sa y s :

In  c o l l e g e ,  my b ig  p o l i t i c a l  h e r o e s  w ere . . . D ouglas MacArthur 
and Joseph  M cCarthy. I  was v e r y  angry  o v er  th e  f i r i n g  o f  
M acArthur, who w anted to  w in  th e  Korean war and b e a t  th e  Com
m u n ists  . And I  f e l t  th e  same way about Joe . . .  he was a 
f i g h t e r  f i g h t i n g  Communism. So I  became a f i g h t e r .  Even when 
he was in a c c u r a te ,  McCarthy a r t i c u l a t e d  my con cern  ab ou t a v e r y  
b ig  p rob lem . There a r e  Communists in  t h i s  w o r ld . They a r e  n o t
th e g h o s ts  o f  a few  r ig h t -w in g e r s '  im a g in a t io n s .1 4

We may su p p ose th a t  V ig u e r ie  was in f lu e n c e d  n o t o n ly  by M cC arthy's

id e o lo g y  but a l s o  by h is  i n t e n s i t y  and m eth od s. M cCarthy had e s ta b --

l i s h e d  Communism as an e x ig e n c e  in  th e  mind o f  V ig u e r ie ,  and p o s s ib ly

o t h e r s ,  who c a r r ie d  i t  in t o  th e  New R ig h t w h ich , in  tu r n , c a r r ie d  i t

in t o  th e  1980 cam paign .

T h e ir  con cern  ab ou t Communism as an e x ig e n c e  was d o u b le -e d g e d .  

On th e  one hand, th ey  saw i t  a s  an in t e r n a l  t h r e a t ,  perhaps b eca u se  o f  

th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  M cCarthy. On th e  o th e r  hand, th e y  saw i t  a s  an
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e x te r n a l  th r e a t  w hich  was th e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  con cern  ab ou t Communism. 

M cCarthy, an im p ortan t c o n tr ib u to r  to  th e  h e r i ta g e  o f  th e  New R ig h t ,  

l e f t  them w ith  a fe a r  o f  th e  in t e r n a l  th r e a t  o f  Communism th a t  m atched  

or su r p a sse d  t h e i r  f e a r  o f  i t  as an e x t e r n a l  t h r e a t .  I t  was t h i s  

d o u b le -ed g ed  f e a r  o f  Communism th a t  V ig u e r ie  b e l i e v e s  was th e  "unique  

c o n tr ib u t io n "  o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e s .  C o n se r v a t iv e s  b rou gh t to g e th e r  " m il i 

ta n t  a n t i-c o m m u n is ts , who b e l i e v e d  th a t  th e  W est was engaged  in  a 

d e a d ly  s t r u g g le  w ith  Communism" a s b o th  an in t e r n a l  and e x te r n a l  

th r e a t

V ig u e r ie  e u lo g iz e d  G oldw ater fo r  h is  1964 cam paign s ta n c e

a g a in s t  Communism. "We m ust make i t  c l e a r ,"  G oldw ater had s a id ,  " th a t

. . . Communism and th e  governm ents i t  now c o n t r o ls  are  th e  enem ies o f

16e v e r y  man on e a r th  who i s  o r  w ants to  be f r e e ."  Of th e  t h ir t e e n  men 

V ig u e r ie  m en tion s " fo r  t h e i r  im p ortan t e a r ly  c o n tr ib u t io n  t o  th e  Con

s e r v a t iv e  m ovem ent," he p r a is e s  th r e e  s o l e l y  fo r  t h e ir  anti-Communism: 

W h ittak er  Chambers fo r  a l e r t i n g  A m ericans to  th e  s t r u g g le  b etw een  the  

F ree  W orld and Communism; Dr. Fred  Schwarz fo r  h i s  C h r is t ia n  A n t i-  

Communist C rusade; and Congressm an W alter  Judd f o r  b e in g  a " stau n ch  

a n ti-C o m m u n is t ." ^  V ig u e r ie  s t r o n g ly  s u b s c r ib e s  to  Frank M eyer's  s i x

b a s ic  b e l i e f s  o f  C o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  one o f  w hich  i s  " the r e c o g n i t io n  o f

18Communism a s  an unchanging enemy o f  th e  F ree  W orld."  When V ig u e r ie ,  

F a lw e l l ,  and o th e r  New R ig h t spokesm en speak  o f  b e in g  p ro-A m erican , 

by im p lic a t io n  th e y  mean an ti-C om m u n ist. When th e y  sp eak  o f  a s tr o n g  

n a t io n a l  d e fe n s e  fo r  A m erica , th e y  im ply  a s tr o n g  d e fe n s e  a g a in s t  th e  

th r e a t  o f  Communism.
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V ig u e r ie  was n o t a lo n e  in  h is  anti-C om m unist r h e t o r i c .  Howard

P h i l l i p s ,  P r e s id e n t  o f  C o n se r v a tiv e  Caucus and a n o th er  o f  th e  fo u n d ers

o f  th e New R ig h t ,  s a id  a s  r e c e n t ly  as March o f  1980 th a t  " u n le ss  we

. . . r e a s s e r t  our in d ep en d en ce , . . w ith in  te n  y e a r s  t h i s  w i l l  be

a S o v ie t  W orld. . . . W e've been  a t  [w ar] w ith  th e  S o v ie t  U nion s in c e

1917 ."  And, he c o n t in u e d , th e  " h u m ilia t io n  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  i s

th e d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  S o v ie t  m i l i t a r y  s u p e r io r i t y  and th e  lo s s  o f  U .S .

19c a p a b i l i t y ."

As McCarthy e s t a b l is h e d  Communism as an e x ig e n c e  in  th e  1 9 5 0 s , 

V ig u e r ie ,  P h i l l i p s ,  and o th e r s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  w ing made i t  one o f  

th e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f  th e New R ig h t o f  1 9 8 0 .

A seco n d  e x ig e n c e  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t i s  L ib e r a lis m . P o l i t 

i c a l  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  have n a t u r a l ly  

opposed L ib e r a lis m . Of c o u r s e ,  a t  tim es t h e i r  a n t i - L ib e r a l is m  has  

been  more in t e n s e  than  a t  o th e r  t im e s . They have n a t u r a l ly  c h a r a c te r 

iz e d  i t  as a d e f e c t  o r  im p e r fe c t io n  th a t  u r g e n t ly  n eed s rem edying .

For exam p le , R o s s i t e r  argu es' " th a t  f r e s h ,  ev en  tu r b u le n t  c u r 

r e n t s  o f  a n t i - L ib e r a l i s m  have been  p ou rin g  in t o  . . . th e  g r e a t  m ain

stream  o f th e  A m erican t r a d i t i o n  e v e r  s in c e  th e  c l o s e  o f  World War 

20I I ."  Those tu r b u le n t  c u r r e n ts  th a t  had been  r i s i n g  s lo w ly  s in c e  

World War I I  became a f lo o d  o f  a n t i - L ib e r a l is m  in  th e  r h e t o r ic  o f  th e  

New R ig h t d u r in g  the 1980 cam paign.

Why has th e  p o l i t i c a l  r ig h t  v iew ed  L ib e r a lis m  a s an e x ig e n c e ?  

Why th e  in t e n s i t y ?  Why th e  urgency? Of c o u r s e ,  p a r t o f  th e  answ er i s  

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  and n a tu r a l o p p o s i t io n  in h e r i t e d  from  t h e ir  C o n serv a tiv e  

p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e s .
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A more p la u s ib le  answ er i s  w hat D a n ie l B e l l  c a l l s  Mth e  d i s q u ie t  

21□f th e d is p o s s e s s e d ."  B e l l  sa y s  th e R ig h t has been  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by

the f e e l i n g  o f  b e in g  d is p o s s e s s e d  in  t h e ir  own c o u n tr y . "What th e

r ig h t  as a w ho le  f e a r s  i s  th e  e r o s io n  o f  i t s  own s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  th e

c o l la p s e  o f  i t s  pow er, th e  in c r e a s in g  in c o m p r e h e n s ib i l i ty  o f  a w orld

. . . now o v erw h elm in g ly  t e c h n ic a l  and com plex . . . th a t  has changed

22so d r a s t i c a l l y  w ith in  a l i f e t i m e ."

A cco rd in g  to  H o fs ta d te r ,  th e  r ig h t  w ing movements o f  th e  n in e 

te e n th  c e n tu r y  f e l t  th e y

w ere s t i l l  in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e i r  co u n try  . . . w ere fe n d in g  o f f  
th r e a t s  to  a s t i l l  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  way o f  l i f e  in  w hich  th e y  
p la y ed  an im p ortan t p a r t .  But th e  modern r ig h t  w ing . . . f e e l s  
d is p o s s e s s e d :  A m erica has been  la r g e ly  tak en  away from them and 
t h e i r  k ind  . . . th e  o ld  Am erican v ir t u e s  have a lr e a d y  been  e a te n  
away by co sm o p o lita n s  and i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  . . .23

The New D e a l, w h ich  dom inated  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e  from  1932 to  

1 952 , d id  in  f a c t  d is p o s s e s s  r ig h t  w ing c o n s e r v a t iv e s .  B u t, w ith  th e  

e l e c t i o n  o f  E isenhow er as p r e s id e n t  in  1 9 5 2 , th e y  e x p e c te d  to  be in 

c lu d ed  and i n f l u e n t i a l  a g a in ,  b u t ,  a s  H o fs ta d te r  p o in t s  o u t ,  th e  E is e n 

hower a d m in is tr a t io n  "was w orse  than  a d isa p p o in tm e n t , i t  was a 

b e t r a y a l .  I t  d id  n o t r e p e a l th e  New D ea l r e fo r m s . . . ," 24 S o , as  

form er S en a to r  Thomas M cIntyre s a y s ,  "They ch a fed  in  f r u s t r a t io n  and 

b i t t e r n e s s  through  e ig h t  y e a r s  o f  E isenhow er r u le ,  fo llo w e d  by fo u r

y e a r s  o f  D em ocratic  r u le ,  b e fo r e  i t  had i t s  c o l l e c t i v e  o p p o r tu n ity  to

25e x p r e ss  i t s e l f  in  Barry G o ld w a ter 's  cam paign o f  196 4 ."

As V ig u e r ie  s a y s ,  "Our d eb t to  B arry G oldw ater i s  . . . g r e a t .

The P r e s id e n t ia l  cam paign o f  1964 was th e  f i r s t  m ajor p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r i -

26en ce  f o r  m ost o f  us in  th e  New R ig h t ."  And, V ig u e r ie  adds:
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C o n se r v a t iv e s  young and o ld  le a rn ed  a l o t  d u r in g  th e  1964 P r e s i 
d e n t ia l  cam paign . We le a rn ed  how to  s t u f f  e n v e lo p e s ,  r in g  d o o r
b e l l s ,  g e t  ou t th e v o te  on e l e c t i o n  d a y . . . .  We a l s o  le a rn ed  
how to  w in  a P r e s i d e n t i a l  p rim ary , how to  s e l e c t  d e le g a te s  to  a 
n a t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n , how to  put to g e th e r  a cam paign team , how 
to  u se  TV, r a d io  and new spapers to  com m unicate our m essa g e , 
how to  go to  th e  p e o p le  a t  th e  g r a s s r o o t s .  . . .  In  f a c t ,  th e  
G oldw ater cam paign o f 1964 paved th e  way fo r  th e  l a t e r  s u c c e s s 
f u l  u se  o f  d i r e c t  m a il by c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  New 
R ig h t .27

He c r e d i t e d  G oldw ater w ith  show ing them " i t  was p o s s i b l e  to  rea ch  out

28and a t t r a c t  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  from ev er y  p a r ty  and ev er y  w alk  o f  l i f e . "

W hereas th e  overw helm ing r e j e c t io n  o f  G oldw ater sh o u ld  have

deepened  t h e ir  f e e l i n g  o f  b e in g  d is p o s s e s s e d ,  i f  in  f a c t  th e y  e v e r  f e l t

t h a t ,  V ig u e r ie  a s su r e s  us t h a t  i t  gave them t h e i r  f i r s t  glim m er o f  r e a l

h o p e . They took  hope from th e  f a c t  th a t  G oldw ater s t a r t e d  w ith  o n ly

20 p e r c e n t  o f  th e  v o t e ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  p o l l s ,  and ended up w ith

29
n e a r ly  tw ic e  th a t  number o f  v o t e s  in  th e  e l e c t i o n .  They now th ou gh t

th e y  co u ld  com pete w ith  th e  L ib e r a ls ,  even  w in  in  t im e . They saw th e

30p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d i s p la c in g  th e  L ib e r a ls  who had d is p o s s e s s e d  them .

But the f a r  more c o n c r e te  answ er to  why th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t  

c o n s id e r s  L ib e r a lism  such  a dangerous e x ig e n c e  i s  i t s  o p p o s i t io n  to  

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a lu e s  th e y  c h e r is h .  F or exam p le, L ib e r a ls  have c a l l e d  

fo r  th e  com p lete  s e p a r a t io n  o f  th e  church  from  th e  s t a t e ,  r e l i g i o n  from  

governm ent, in  such  a r e a s  a s  p ra y in g  and te a c h in g  e v o lu t io n  in  p u b lic  

s c h o o l s .  L ib e r a ls  have prom oted th e p r o t e c t io n  o f  in d iv id u a l  r ig h t s  

in  such  a r e a s  as a b o r t io n ,  cr im e , and h o m o se x u a lity . L ib e r a ls  have  

been  a c t iv e  in  th e  f i g h t  fo r  freedom  o f  e x p r e s s io n  under th e  f i r s t  

amendment w hich  has r e s u l t e d ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  in  a to le r a n c e  toward  

porn ograp h y. L ib e r a ls  have e n a c ted  w e lfa r e  l e g i s l a t i o n  su ch  as m ed ica l
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c a r e ,  food  sta m p s, low  incom e h o u s in g , and a id  f o r  dependent c h i ld r e n .  

L ib e r a ls  have pushed fo r  e q u a l i t y  among a l l  in  e d u c a t io n  and em ploy

m ent. L ib e r a ls  have tak en  a l e s s  m i l i t a n t  p o s tu r e  in  our f o r e ig n  

p o l ic y  r e s u l t i n g  in  a g r e a te r  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e i n t e g r i t y  o f  each  n a t io n ,  

in  a d e c r e a se  o f  in t e r f e r e n c e  in  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  o th e r  n a t io n s ,  in  p o l i 

c i e s  th a t  p r e fe r  n e g o t ia t io n  to  c o n fr o n ta t io n  and r e s u l t i n g  in  l e s s  

sp en t on n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e .  L ib e r a ls  have se e n  th e  w orld  more in  r e l a 

t i v e  than  a b s o lu te  term s c o n se q u e n tly  n u r tu r in g  s i t u a t i o n  e t h ic s  a t  

th e  ex p en se  o f  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y .

A l l  o f  th e s e  v a lu e s  and o t h e r s ,  w h ich  L ib e r a lis m  prom oted, 

c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  th e  New R ig h t ,  v eh em en tly  op p o sed . There  

came a p o in t  when th ey  co u ld  no lo n g e r  be s i l e n t  ab ou t t h e ir  o p p o s i t io n  

but had t o  a r t i c u l a t e  i t ,  and th e y  had th e  m e a n s - -d ir e c t  m a il and 

o r g a n iz a t io n .

A th ir d  e x ig e n c e  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t i s  a R ep u b lica n ism

u n r e sp o n s iv e  to  t h e ir  co n cern s  and , in  f a c t ,  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  p o l i t i c a l ,

econ om ic , and s o c i a l  a c t io n s  th a t  w ere c o n tr a r y  to  t h e ir  c o n c e r n s .

D uring th e  W atergate f i a s c o  fo r  th e  R e p u b lic a n s , V ig u e r ie  ad m its  to

31f e e l i n g  " is o la t e d  and f r u s t r a t e d ,"  when he s a id ,  " I k ep t lo o k in g  f o r

p e o p le  [ t h a t  i s ,  R e p u b lic a n s]  who c o u ld  le a d ,  who c o u ld  make th in g s  

32happen."  He meant p e o p le  who w ould r e s p o n s iv e ly  and a c t i v e l y  a d d ress

t h e i r  c o n c e r n s . V ig u e r ie  d e s c r ib e d  one o f  th e  m ee tin g s  he c a l l e d  to

g e t  so m eth in g  g o in g :

F i n a l l y ,  r e l u c t a n t l y ,  I  began to  c a l l  my own m e e t in g s . I  h o s te d  
one in  December 1973 b eca u se  I  f e l t  we w ere g e t t in g  k i l l e d  by 
W a terg a te . About 15 c o n s e r v a t iv e  R ep u b lica n  C ongressm en a tte n d e d  
a s t r i c t l y  p r iv a te  m e e t in g . There was l o t s  o f  t a l k ,  l o t s  o f  su g -
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g e s t i o n s ,  l o t s  o f  sm oke, b u t no f i r e .  N oth in g  h appened . They 
w ere a f r a id  to  a c t .  They w ere im p o te n t .33

When he sa y s  th e y  were im p o te n t , he meant th ey  w ere u n ab le  or  u n w il l in g

t o  do a n y th in g  about co n cern s o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t .

T hen, in  G erald  F o r d 's  r i s e  to  th e p r e s id e n c y  a t  th e  r e s ig n a t io n

o f  N ix o n , an ev en t o ccu rred  w hich  V ig u e r ie  d e s c r ib e s  a s  th e  tu r n in g

p o in t  in  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  th e  New R ig h t:

One m orning in  A u g u st, 1 9 7 4 , I  tu rn ed  on my t e l e v i s i o n  to  w atch  
our brand-new  P r e s id e n t  G erald  Ford announce he was p ic k in g  
N elso n  R o c k e f e l le r  t o  be h i s  v i c e - p r e s id e n t .  . . .  I  c o u ld  
h a r d ly  have b een  more u p se t  i f  Ford hdd s e l e c t e d  Teddy K ennedy. .
. . Ford r e v e a le d  th e  tr u e  c o lo r s  o f  s o - c a l l e d  'm od era te ' 

R ep u b lica n s  by c h o o s in g  th e  v e r y  sym bol o f  e v e r y th in g  we con 
s e r v a t iv e s  had a lw ays o p p o sed . I  im m ed ia te ly  g o t  on th e  phone 
and in v i t e d  ab ou t 14 c o n s e r v a t iv e  f r ie n d s  to  d in n e r  th e  n e x t  
m ig h t. . . . That n ig h t  in  A ugust i t  became c l e a r  to  me th a t  
th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  w ere in  d e s p e r a te  need  o f  le a d e r s h ip .  . . .
I  d e c id e d  to  s to p  f o l lo w in g  and s t a r t  d o in g  some le a d in g  o f
my ow n.34

V ig u e r ie ,  a s w e l l  as o t h e r s ,  was aro u sed  to  do som eth in g  about 

th e  e x ig e n c y  o f  u n r e sp o n s iv e  R ep u b lica n ism  w hich  had proven  u n w il l in g  

to  do a n y th in g  th ey  w anted and by w hich  th e y  had been  d is p o s s e s s e d  f o r  

s o  lo n g .

No doubt th e y  w ere a ro u sed  to  a c t io n s  p a r t ly  b eca u se  o f  R ocke

f e l l e r  p e r s o n a l ly ,  s in c e  he had h e lp e d  d e f e a t  G oldw ater in  1964 , but 

m a in ly  b eca u se  h i s  R ep u b lica n ism  was th e  o p p o s it e  o f  t h e i r s . I t  was 

su ch  a n t i - c o n s e r v a t is m ,  w hether R ep u b lican  or D em ocrat, th a t  was resp on 

s i b l e  fo r  th e e n d le s s  f a i l i n g s  A m erica had e x p e r ie n c e d  s in c e  i t  had 

ta k en  c o n t r o l .  As V ig u e r ie  e x p r e s s e d  i t :

Who l o s t  Iran? Who l o s t  A fg h a n ista n ?  Who l o s t  V ietn am , Laos 
and Cambodia? Who c r ip p le d  th e  FBI and th e  CIA? Who s o ld  th e  
R u ss ia n s  com puters and o th e r  s o p h is t i c a t e d  equipm ent w hich  
have b een  used  to  stamp o u t freedom ? Who i s  k e e p in g  our k id s  
from  p ra y in g  in  Sch oo l?  Who l e t s  hardened c r im in a ls  o u t on
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th e  s t r e e t  t o  k i l l ,  rape and rob a g a in  b e fo r e  t h e ir  v ic t im s  a re  
b u r ie d  or ou t o f  th e . h o s p i t a l?  Who en co u ra g es A m erican women to  
f e e l  th e y  a r e  f a i l u r e s  i f  th ey  want to  be w iv es  and m others?
Who t e a r s  a p a r t th e  fa m ily  and th e  community by th e  fo r c e d  b u sin g  
o f  c h i ld r e n  o v e r  th e  s tr o n g  p r o t e s t s  o f  t h e ir  p a ren ts?  Who sa y s  
th a t  Am erica sh o u ld  do l i t t l e  i f  a n y th in g  to  h e lp  human b e in g s  
who a re  d a i ly  b e in g  k i l l e d  and b e a te n  up by M a rx ist d ic t a t o r s ?
The answ er in  ev er y  c a se  i s  LIBERALS.^

For V ig u e r ie ,  p rob ab ly  any R ep u b lica n ism  t h a t  d id  n o t  s u b s c r ib e  to

t h e ir  extrem e c o n se r v a t ism  w ould seem  l i b e r a l  and w ould be s e e n  a s  an

"enem y."

V ig u e r ie  sa y s  th a t  1978 was th e  c r i t i c a l  y ea r  fo r  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

R ig h t .  I t  was c r i t i c a l  b eca u se  o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e s 1 e f f e c t i v e n e s s  in  op

p o s in g  th e  t r e a t i e s  th a t  would r e tu r n  th e  Panama C anal to  th e  Panaman

ia n s  . "No p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e  in  th e  l a s t  25 y ea rs  so  c l e a r l y  d iv id e d  th e

36A m erican e s ta b lis h m e n t  and th e  A m erican p e o p le ,"  V ig u e r ie  s a y s .  "In

fa v o r  o f  th e  t r e a t i e s  w ere th e  C a rter  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  th e  D em ocratic

lea d ersh ip  in  b oth  h o u ses  o f  C o n g r e ss . . . B ig  L abor, B ig  B u s in e s s ,  B ig

M edia, th e  b ig  in d u s t r ia l  b a n k s. . . . A g a in s t  th e  t r e a t i e s  w ere th e

37A m erican p e o p le - -a s  many a s  75% o f  them a c c o r d in g  to  th e p o l l s . "  The

R ep u b lica n  p a r ty  r e fu s e d  to  oppose th e  t r e a t i e s ,  " so  th e  New R ig h t

p ick ed  up th e  f l a g  and s e t  out to  do b a t t l e  w ith  th e  Am erican e s ta b -  

38lish m e n t ."  I t  was a " ’n o - lo s e '  i s s u e  f o r  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  . . . ' th e

39m ost e l e c t r i f y i n g  i s s u e  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  have e v e r  h a d .'"

The p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t c r e a te d  new o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  r a i s e d  and s p e n t  

$3 m i l l io n  t o  lob b y  a g a in s t  th e  t r e a t i e s ,  an d , a g a in s t  g r e a t  o d d s, 

n e a r ly  d e fe a te d  th e  p o l i t i c a l  e s ta b l is h m e n t ,  f a l l i n g  o n ly  two v o te s  

s h o r t  o f  a c t u a l l y  d e f e a t in g  th e  Panama C anal t r e a t i e s  in  th e  S e n a te .
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V ig u e r ie  summed up t h e ir  e f f o r t  in  t h i s  way:

Our cam paign to  sa v e  th e  C anal g a in fd  c o n s e r v a t iv e  c o n v e r ts  around  
th e c o u n tr y --a d d e d  more than 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  new names to  our l i s t s - -  
encouraged  many o f  th e  m ovem ent's le a d in g  f ig u r e s  . . .  to  run  
f o r  p u b lic  o f f i c e - - a n d  produced s i g n i f i c a n t  l i b e r a l  d e f e a t s  in  
th e  f a l l .  . . . The New R ig h t came ou t o f  th e  Panama C anal f i g h t  
w ith  no c a s u a l t i e s ,  n o t even  a s c a r .  B ecau se o f  Panama we a r e  
b e t t e r  o r g a n iz e d . We d ev e lo p e d  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  c o n f id e n c e  in  
o u r s e lv e s ,  and our opponents became w ea k er . That Novem ber, th e  
New R ig h t r e a l l y  came o f  a g e . ^

In  th e  Panama C anal i s s u e ,  th e r e  was th e  co n v erg en ce  o f  a l l  th e  e x ig e n 

c i e s  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t saw in  Communism, L ib e r a lis m , and im p oten t  

R ep u b lica n ism . And now, th e y  b e l ie v e d  th e y  c o u ld  do so m eth in g  ab ou t 

them .

The P e r s p e c t iv e  o f  th e  R e l ig io u s  R ig h t . O rganized  p a r t ic ip a 

t io n  in  p o l i t i c s  by r e l i g i o u s  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  has b een  r e l a t i v e l y  r a r e .

In  f a c t ,  m ost c o n s e r v a t iv e  d e n o m in a tio n s , and many in d iv id u a ls  w ith in  

th o se  d e n o m in a tio n s , have d e l i b e r a t e ly  s ta y e d  ou t o f  p o l i t i c s  b eca u se  

o f  t h e ir  d o c t r in a l  s ta n c e  on s e p a r a t io n  o f  church  and s t a t e .  As r e 

c e n t ly  as th e  1 9 6 0 s , c o n s e r v a t iv e  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s ,  in c lu d in g  F a lw e l l ,  

w ere c h a s te n in g ,  even  v e r b a l ly  c a s t r a t in g ,  L ib e r a l  P r o t e s t a n t s  fo r  

t h e ir  p o l i t i c a l  in v o lv e m en ts  in  th e  C i v i l  R ig h ts  m ovem ent, in  th e  p ro

t e s t s  a g a in s t  th e  war in  V ietnam , and in  C esar C havez' a tte m p ts  to  

u n io n iz e  farm  w o r k e r s .

What e x ig e n c ie s  d id  th ey  s e e  th a t  seem ed u rg en t enough to  ca u se  

them to  change t h e ir  minds so  c o m p le te ly  and become in v o lv e d  so  b la 

t a n t ly  in  th e  cam paign o f  1980? What e x ig e n c ie s  w ould ca u se  them to  

change t h e ir  v ie w s a b o u t h i s t o r i c a l l y  im p ortan t d o c t r in e s  o f  th e  church?

One such  e x ig e n c e  was Communism. The r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t v iew s
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Communism in  much th e  same way a s  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t .  F a l w e l l ,  fo r  

exam p le, c o n s id e r s  Communism among th e  fo rem o st c r i s e s  f a c in g  A m erica .

In  th e  f i r s t  n in e  p ages o f  L i s t e n ,  A m erica ! he d is c u s s e s  i t s  d e s t r u c -

41  4it i v e n e s s . L a ter  in  th e  b ook , he g iv e s  a w hole  c h a p te r  to  Communism.

He w arns t h a t  "Am ericans have b een  fo o le d  by Communism lo n g  enough . I t

i s  t im e  th a t  k ey  f ig u r e s  in  our governm ent b e g in  to  awaken to  th e  f a c t

th a t  Communism i s  a v ic io u s  a t t a c k  upon w hat was once a f r e e  w o r ld .

43Communists have d e d ic a te d  th e m se lv e s  to  w orld  c o n q u e s t ."  F a lw e l l  

w a rn s:

Communists know th a t  in  o rd er  to  tak e  o ver  a co u n try  th ey  must 
f i r s t  s e e  to  i t  th a t  a n a t io n ' s  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g th  i s  w eakened  
and t h a t  i t s  m orals are  co rr u p ted  s o  th a t  i t s  p e o p le  have no 
w i l l  to  r e s i s t  w rong. When p eo p le  b e g in  to  a c c e p t  p e r v e r s io n  
and im m o ra lity  a s  ways o f  l i f e ,  as i s  h ap pen in g  in  th e  U n ited  
S t a t e s  to d a y , we m ust b ew are . . . . Our en em ies know t h a t  when 
we a r e  weak m o r a lly  . . .  we a r e  in  a p r e c a r io u s  p o s i t i o n  fo r  
ta k e o v e r .4 4

F a lw e l l  s a id  th a t  he b e l i e v e d  we co u ld  be c a l l e d  on by th e  Communists

to  c a p i t u la t e  a t  any t im e , e s p e c i a l l y  i f  we do n o t  r e in f o r c e  our na- 

45t io n a l  d e f e n s e .  In  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g , he c a l l e d  on A m ericans

to  j o in  him  in  d o in g  som eth in g  a b ou t i t  b e fo r e  i t  was to o  l a t e .

A seco n d  e x ig e n c e  i s  L ib e r a lis m . A g a in , i t  may be s a id  th a t

th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t v ie w s L ib e r a lis m  in  much th e  same w ay, and w ith  th e

same a la r m , as th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t .  Of L ib e r a l s ,  F a lw e l l  s a id  t h a t  th e

g o d le s s  m in o r ity  o f  tr e a c h e r o u s  in d iv id u a ls  who have b een  p e r 
m it te d  to  fo rm u la te  n a t io n a l  p o l ic y  must now r e a l i z e  th e y  do n o t  
r e p r e s e n t  th e  m a jo r ity .  They m ust be made to  s e e  th a t  m oral 
A m ericans a r e  a p o w erfu l group who w i l l  no lo n g e r  p erm it them ^
to  d e s tr o y  our co u n try  w ith  t h e ir  g o d le s s ,  l i b e r a l  p h i lo s o p h ie s .

W ritin g  in  th e  W all S t r e e t  J o u r n a l, W illia m  J .  B en n ett and

T erry  E a s tla n d  e x p r e sse d  th e  o p in io n  th a t
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th e  New R ig h t C h r is t ia n s  may be c a l l e d  a c i v i l  r ig h t s  grou p , n o t  
in  th e  s e n s e ,  a s  in  th e  c a s e  o f  b la c k s ,  th a t  c e r t a in  r ig h t s  have  
b een  d en ied  them , b u t in  th e  im p ortan t p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s e n se  com
mon to  a l l  c i v i l  r ig h t s  g ro u p s , t h a t  th ey  have been  sh u t ou t o f  
p o l i t i c s  and a r e  now ig n o r e d . F e e l in g  s o  o p p r e s se d , th e y  have  
now become a g g r e s s o r s .48

H o fs ta d te r  a t t r i b u t e s  th e  r e a c t io n  o f  th e  New R ig h t toward L ib e r a ls  to

a " parano id  S t y le  o f  mind" w hich  i s  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by " h eated  ex a g g er a -

49t io n ,  s u s p ic io u s n e s s ,  and c o n s p ir a t o r ia l  f a n t a s y ."  H o fs ta d te r  s e e s

th e  p a ra n o ia  o f  b o th  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t a s  " th e  m o tiv e

fo r c e "  f o r  t h e ir  p a r t ic i p a t in g  in  p o l i t i c s

H o f s t a d t e r 's  argum ent, th a t  th e  p a ran o id  s t y l e  i s  m ost common

to  " th e  extrem e r ig h t  w in g ,"  i s  n o t  c o m p le te ly  c o n v in c in g . For one

t h in g ,  even  th e  s l i g h t e s t  ex a m in a tio n  o f  th e  r h e t o r i c  o f  th e  L e f t

w i l l  a l s o  r e v e a l  th e  p r e se n c e  o f  p a r a n o i a A s  t r u ly  h e lp f u l  a s

H o fs ta d te r 's  c o n c e p t i s ,  i t  i s  in a d eq u a te  a s  an e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e

r i s e  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t in  th e  1980 cam paign . I f ,  a s  H o fs ta d te r

s a y s ,  p a ra n o ia  among th e  r ig h t  w in g , r e l i g i o u s  a s  w e l l  a s  p o l i t i c a l

52R ig h t ,  w ere a c o m p e llin g  m o t iv a t io n  fo r  a c t io n  in  p o l i t i c s ,  th en  th e  

r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t w ould have been  n o t  o n ly  a c t i v e  a l l  a lo n g  b u t in t e n s e ly  

a c t i v e .  But c l e a r l y  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  h as been  th e  e x c e p t io n  

r a th e r  than  th e  r u l e .  Even th e  m ost c a s u a l p e r u s a l o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  

R ig h t in  g e n e r a l ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  th o se  who p a r t ic ip a t e d  in  th e  1980  

cam paign, w i l l  show th a t  th e y  have seldom  b een  a c t iv e  in  p o l i t i c s .

The fo u r  p r e a c h e r s , fo r  exa m p le , who w ere m ost prom inent in  th e  1980  

c a m p a ig n --F a lw e ll ,  James R o b iso n , Pat R o b e r tso n , and Jim B akker--had  

n e v e r  been  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t s ,  a t  l e a s t  n o t  in  th e  u s u a l s e n s e ,  u n t i l  

1 9 8 0 , and R ob ertso n  and Bakker s a t  ou t th e n .
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On th e  o th e r  hand, i f ,  a s  H o fs ta d te r  a r g u e s , a p aran o id  s t y l e  oJ: 

mind i s  w ork ing as a m o tiv e  fo r c e  to  p r o p e l them in t o  p o l i t i c s ,  w hat

e v e r  th ey  a r e  paran oid  a b o u t , Communism or L ib e r a lis m , i t  w ould add to  

t h e i r  fo r c e  a s  e x i g e n c i e s . N e v e r t h e le s s ,  i t  o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  e x p la in s  

why th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t became in v o lv e d  in  th e  1980 cam paign . I t  was 

t h e ir  s in c e r e  c o n c e r n , however m is d ir e c te d  or  on t a r g e t  a b ou t th e  

l i b e r a l  m o r a lity  in  A m erica , more than  o r  in  a d d it io n  t o  t h e i r  p a r a n o ia ,, 

th a t  co m p elled  them to  sp eak  o u t . Such p r a c t i c a l  con cern s as n a t io n a l  

d e f e n s e ,  our p o l i c y  tow ard I s r a e l ,  th e f a m ily ,  c h i ld r e n 's  r i g h t s ,  th e  

Equal R ig h ts  Amendment and women's r i g h t s ,  a b o r t io n ,  h o m o se x u a lity ,  

s e x  and v io l e n c e  on t e l e v i s i o n ,  p ornography, s e x  e d u c a t io n  in  p u b lic  

s c h o o ls ,  th e  ta x  exem pt s t a t u s  o f  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l s ,  m u sic , and d r u g s ,  

w hich  w ere b e in g  r a is e d  and a d d resse d  a lr e a d y  by L ib e r a ls ,  w ere con 

s tr u e d  by th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  as th r e a t s  to  our m o r a lity  and th u s to  

our s o c i e t y  and co m p elled  them to  p a r t ic i p a t e  in  p o l i t i c s  in  1 9 8 0 . 

F a lw e l l  and o th e r s  became co n v in ce d  th a t  th e s e  v e r y  r e a l  and p r a c t i c a l  

e x ig e n c ie s  w ere w a it in g  fo r  them to  do som eth in g  now.

A th ir d  e x ig e n c e  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t i s  m o ra lism . And, by

53m o ra lism , I  mean n o n r e l ig io u s  m o r a l i t y .  The p r a c t i c a l  co n cern s  o f

th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  when summed up , a r e  co n cern s  a b o u t m o r a l i t y ,

s p e c i f i c a l l y  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y .  For them , i t  i s  th e  B i b l i c a l  m o r a li ty

o f  G o d -fe a r in g  p e o p le  a g a in s t  th e  m ora lism  o f  th e  h u m a n is ts . Humanism

i s  th e  m oral e x p r e s s io n  o f  L ib e r a lis m . Humanism i s  to  L ib e r a lis m  what

Fundam entalism  i s  to  C h r i s t ia n i t y .  H um anists are  G o d le s s . F a lw e l l ,

f o r  exam p le , sa y s  t h a t  humanism i s  th e  p h ilo so p h y  or th e  " r e l ig io n "  o f

54Communists and L ib e r a ls .  A l l  L ib e r a ls  and Communists a re  h u m an ists

44



www.manaraa.com

and t h e r e f o r e , G o d less  . And th e  hum anist m o r a li ty  i s  " m oralism ,"  the  

p r a c t ic e  o f  a n o n r e l ig io u s  m o r a li ty  w h ich , to  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  i s  

n o t  m o r a lity  a t  a l l .  They would argue th a t  o n ly  B i b l i c a l  m o r a lity  i s  

m o ra l, th a t  m ora lism  i s  f a l s e  m o r a l i ty .

One o f  th e  co n seq u en ces  o f  th e  m oral cru sa d e  o f  th e  r e l ig io u s  

R ig h t i s  th a t  th ey  have r e p la c e d  s e c u la r  m o r a lity  w ith  F u n d a m en ta lis t  

m o r a li ty ,  perhaps s u b s t i t u t e d  one m oralism  w ith  a n o th er ; th a t  i s ,  both  

may be s im i l a r ly  man-made. The one c o n f e s s e s  to  be in d ep en d en t o f  th e  

B ib le ;  th e  o th e r  i s  b ased  on a narrow in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  th e  B ib le .  A 

q u e s t io n  th a t  may be a r g u a b le  b u t unansw erab le i s  w hether th e  Funda

m e n t a l i s t  m o r a li ty  i s  B i b l i c a l  m o r a lity  o r  m o ra lism .

T h is  v e r y  i s s u e ,  B i b l i c a l  v e r su s  s e c u la r  m o ra lism , prompted th e  

New York T im es. in  an e d i t o r i a l ,  to  c a l l  on th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t to  

acknow ledge th e  "prim acy o f  s e c u la r  m o r a l i t y . I t  n o ted  th a t  some 

F u n d a m en ta lis ts  and C a t h o l ic s ,  " p u sh in g  to  b r in g  God 'b a ck ' in t o  g o vern 

ment and ch u rch es in t o  p o l i t i c s , "  have co n fu sed  th e i s s u e  o f  m o r a lity  

in  A m erica . Exam ples o f  su ch  c o n fu s io n  a re  C a th o l ic  C a rd in a l M ed e iro s ' 

la b e l in g  as s i n f u l  anyone v o t in g  fo r  a b o r t io n  and some e v a n g e l ic a l s  

c a l l i n g  Reagan th e  " C h r is t ia n  c a n d id a te  fo r  p r e s id e n t

The Times e d i t o r i a l  p o in te d  ou t th a t  L ib e r a ls  a l s o  c o n fu se  th e  

i s s u e  o f  m o r a lity  j u s t  a s  much "when th e y  applaud  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p a s

s io n s  o f ,  s a y ,  M artin  L u th er K in g , b u t denounce J err y  F a l w e l l ' s  a s  

i l l e g a l .  The 'w a l l '  th a t  J e f f e r s o n  e n v is io n e d  b etw een  church  and s t a t e  

w i l l  n o t  s ta n d  i f  c o n c e iv e d  a s  a b a r r ie r  to  p o l i t i c a l  sp eech  by r e l i 

g io u s  s e c t s .  B ut i t  can n ot s ta n d  e i t h e r  u n le s s  r e l i g i o n s  r e s p e c t  th e

prim acy o f  a s e c u la r  m o r a lity  in  la w .," The e d i t o r i a l  g o es  on to  argue
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th a t  " th e  p rop er  boundary" b etw een  p o l i t i c s  and r e l i g i o n  "can be found  

o n ly  when s e c u la r  m o r a lity  i s  g iv e n  p rece d e n c e  over a l l  r e l i g i o u s  mor

a l i t i e s

The r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t w ould answ er th a t  B i b l i c a l  m o r a lity  had p r e 

v a i l e d  u n t i l  r e c e n t ly ,  th a t  s e c u la r  m o r a lity  or m oralism  has had prim acy  

in  Am erica o n ly  r e c e n t ly ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  e d u c a t io n  and th e  m ed ia , and 

th a t  th e  r e c e n t  in f lu e n c e  o f  s e c u la r  m o r a li ty  has b rou gh t us to  th e  

b r in k  o f  m oral b a n k r u p tcy . They co u ld  p o in t  to  th e  "murder" o f  b a b ie s  

by a b o r t io n ,  th e  p e r v a s iv e n e s s  o f  pornography and h o m o se x u a lity , th e  

c o r r u p t io n  o f  our f a m i l i e s ,  s c h o o l s ,  and com m u n ities , " g iv e-a w a y  p ro 

grams and w e lfa r is m ,"  our " s t a r t l i n g  la c k  o f  le a d e r s h ip ,"  and th e  lo s s

o f  freedom  and th e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  sy ste m  a s  p r o o fs  o f  our m oral d e c l in e

58under th e  prim acy o f  m o ra lism .

An exam ple o f  th e  th in k in g  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t i s  th e  b ro 

chure in tr o d u c in g  th e  M oral M a jo r ity , "Moral M a jo r ity , I n c . ,  F ig h t in g
5 9

f o r  a M oral A m erica in  t h i s  Decade o f  D e s t in y ."  The brochure makes i t  

c l e a r  t h a t ,  in  t h e ir  v ie w , th e e s s e n t i a l  e x ig e n c e  i s  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  

B i b l i c a l  m o r a lity  or  m o ra lism . F u rth erm ore, we may i n f e r  from  th e  

b roch u re th a t  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  l i k e  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  s e e s  Com

munism and L ib e r a lis m  a s th e  f o r c e s  b eh ind  th e  r i s e  o f  m ora lism  and th e  

su b seq u en t d e c l in e  in  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y .  T h is  one e x ig e n c e  encom passes  

a l l  o f  th e  r e a l  and p r a c t i c a l  co n cern s  su ch  as n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e ,  I s r a e l ,  

f a m ily ,  and s o  o n . For them , ev ery o n e  o f  th o s e  co n cern s  i s  a q u e s t io n  

o f  m o r a l i t y .  The b roch u re s a y s ,  fo r  exa m p le , th a t  " c r e e p in g  s o c ia l i s m ,  

w hich  i s  a f i r s t  c o u s in  o f  Communism, i s  ta k in g  o ver  th e  R ep u b lic"  and 

w arns o f  th e  " v ery  d e f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t y "  o f  "our c a p i t u la t io n  to  th e
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S o v ie t  U n ion ."  And, i t  b lam es " the c o n c e r te d  a t ta c k  waged by u l t r a 

l i b e r a l s "  f o r  th e  m oral d eca y  in  A m erica . And th e y  v ie w  w ith  alarm  

t h e ir  seem in g  p o w e r le s s n e s s ,  a t  l e a s t  up to  now, to  s to p  " g o d le s s  

humanism" and i t s  "m oral p e r m is s iv e n e s s ."

The b roch u re e x p la in s  th a t  " i t  d o e s n 't  ta k e  much to  s e e  th e  

m oral d eca y  e a t in g  away a t  our A m erican s o c i e t y  a t  ev er y  l e v e l , "  th a t  

"our n a t io n a l  problem s (e n e r g y , econom ics', e t c . )  a r e  due to  our m oral 

d e f a u l t ,"  and t h a t  "Moral M a jo r ity  was founded to  do som eth in g  ab ou t  

th e  m oral d e c l in e ."

In  L i s t e n .  A m erica *. F a lw e l l  d e c la r e s  th a t

th e  r o o t  o f  A m er ic a 's  problem  tod ay  i s  th e  d eca y  o f  our in d iv id u a l  
and n a t io n a l  m o r a ls . T h is has r e s u l t e d  in  th e  su b seq u en t d eca d en t  
s t a t e  and i n s t a b i l i t y  o f  e v e r y th in g  e l s e  in  A m erica . . . in c lu d 
in g  e c o n o m ic s , p o l i t i c s ,  d e f e n s e ,  e t c .  The c h o ic e s  we a s  A m eri
cans have made in  m oral and r e l i g i o u s  q u e s t io n s  have d eterm in ed  
th e  way A m erica i s  g o in g  t o d a y .60

Q u otin g  M rs. B i l l y  Graham as s a y in g  t h a t  " i f  A m erica g e t s  by

w ith  h er  s i n ,  God w i l l  owe an a p o lo g y  to  Sodom and Gomorrah," F a lw e l l

a g r e e d . And he added:

We a r e  n o t g o in g  to  g e t  by w ith  our s i n .  We have an o b l ig a t io n  
th en  to  r e - p o s i t i o n  A m erica w here sh e  once w a s . Someone s a id  
y e s te r d a y  in  a d eb a te  w ith  me, 'Y o u 're  in  fa v o r  o f  h o ld in g  up 
p r o g r e s s . You want A m erica to  go b ack w ards. '  In  my o p in io n ,  
i f  we can  go back  to  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  husband and w if e  r e l a t i o n 
s h ip ,  back to  d e c e n c y , back to  m o r a l i t y ,  back to  a f r e e  e n t e r 
p r i s e  sy ste m  u n h a rra ssed  by a f e d e r a l  governm ent t h a t ' s  ou t to  
w ip e h er  o u t ,  back to  f r e e  farm ers who a r e  a llo w e d  to  farm and 
make a p r o f i t  a s  once th e y  d id  in  t h i s  c o u n tr y , back to  a s o 
c i e t y  th a t  b e l i e v e s  in  d e c e n c y , b e l i e v e s  in  God, b e l i e v e s  in  
r ig h t  and wrong; i f  th a t  i s  o p p o sin g  p r o g r e s s ,  th en  y o u 'r e  r i g h t ,
I  am o p p o sin g  p r o g r e s s . But I  b e l i e v e  th a t  . . .  i f  we can come 
back to  th e p r in c i p l e s  th a t  made us th e  g r e a t e s t  n a t io n  on e a r th ,  
w e 'r e  s im p ly  a ck n ow led g in g  we g;ot d e to u red  down th e  ro a d . And 
w e 'r e  g o in g  in  th e wrong d i r e c t i o n ,  found our w ay, came back to  
th e  road o f  p r o g r e ss  and , in  so  d o in g , I  th in k  w e ' l l  f in d  th a t  
God i s  a b le  t o  cu re  our econom ic and m i l i t a r y  and en erg y  probf,
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lems c o r r e c t e d .  W e ll ,  t h a t ' s  our m essa g e . T hat i s  w hat we are  
t r y in g  to  d o . T hat i s  why we are  v i s i t i n g  th e  f i f t y  s t a t e  c a p i-  
t o l s .61

A f i n a l  e x ig e n c e  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t i s  n e u tr a l  E v a n g e l ic a l

ism . In  The F u n d a m en ta lis t  Phenomenon, " n e u tr a l"  E v a n g e lic a lis m  i s  

e x p la in e d :

A f te r  m a in - lin e  E v a n g e lic a lis m  r e a c te d  to  L ib e r a lis m  and produced  
F undam entalism , i t  r e a c te d  to  Fundam entalism  and produced New 
E v a n g e lic a l is m . . . . A ttem p tin g  to  a v o id  th e  e x tr e m e ly  n e g a t iv e  
se p a r a t is m  o f  th e  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts , th e  New E v a n g e l ic a ls  em phasized  
t h e o lo g ic a l  t o le r a n c e ,  i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  th e  d e n o m in a tio n s , and a 
commitment to  s o c i a l  p ro b lem s. H ow ever, o v e r - t o le r a n c e  has l e f t  
th e  E v a n g e lic a l  Movement in  n e u t r a l .  . . .  E v a n g e l ic a ls  have been  
d r i f t i n g  f o r  so  lo n g .  . . . The e n t ir e  movement i s  in  danger o f  
d r i f t i n g  in t o  m oderate L ib e r a lis m . I t  has d r i f t e d  from  E v a n g e l
ic a l i s m  to  New E v a n g e lic a lis m  to  Young E v a n g e lic a lis m  to  W orld ly  
E v a n g e lic a l is m , c o n t in u in g  on toward th e  t h e o lo g i c a l  l e f t .  . . .
The e t h e r e a l  t h e o r iz in g  o f  th e  E v a n g e l ic a ls  has l e f t  them r e l u c 
ta n t  (perhaps even  u n a b le )  p r a c t i c a l l y  to  produce th e  o r g a n iz a 
t i o n  s t r u c tu r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  change th e  A m erican l i f e - s t y l e .  By 
c o n t r a s t ,  Fundam entalism  has le a rn ed  how to  p u t i t s  dynam ic ^  
fo r c e  in t o  th e  p o l i t i c a l  aren a  and d oes n o t  in te n d  to  w ith d ra w .

I f  1978 was th e  c r i t i c a l  y e a r  f o r  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  th en

1976 was th e  c r i t i c a l  y e a r  fo r  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t .  A cco rd in g  to  th e

C o n g r e s s io n a l Q u a r te r ly , "The r e v iv a l  in  e v a n g e l ic a l  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y

can be tr a c e d  to  e v e n ts  in  1 9 7 6 . One was C a r te r 's  p r e s id e n t ia l  c a n d i-  

63d a c y ."  In  a v e r y  r e a l  and p r a c t i c a l  s e n s e ,  C a r te r  e x e m p l i f ie d ,  

e p ito m iz e d , and p e r s o n if ie d  n e u t r a l  e v a n g e l ic a l i s m .  The phenomenon o f  

s e l f - p r o f e s s e d  " b orn -aga in "  C h r is t ia n ,  Jimmy C a r te r , in  1976 had a t  

l e a s t  th r e e  e f f e c t s  on th e  r i s e  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t .

One e f f e c t  was th a t  C a r te r 's  C h r is t ia n - o r ie n t e d  cam paign drew  

n a t io n a l  a t t e n t io n  t o  th e  numbers o f  s o - c a l l e d  b o r n -a g a in  C h r is t ia n s  

and gave them a le g it im a c y  th ey  had n o t known b e f o r e .  D uring th e  s i x  

months p r io r  to  th e  November e l e c t i o n s  in  1 9 7 6 , fo r  exam p le , I  c l ip p e d  

from th e  Los A n g e les  Times e d i t o r i a l  and o p -ed  p ages more th an  f i f t y
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a r t i c l e s  on th e  b o r n -a g a in  phenom enon. D uring th e  p r e v io u s  t e n  y e a r s ,

th e r e  had been  a lm o st no m en tion  o f  th e  phenomenon on th o s e  p ages in

th e  T im e s . A ls o ,  th e  H arris  P o l l ,  d e s ig n a t in g  1976 a s  th e  Y ear o f  th e

E v a n g e l i c a l ,  e s t im a te d  th a t  th e r e  w ere b etw een  30 and 85 m i l l i o n  b o rn -

64a g a in  C h r is t ia n s  in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .

C a r te r 's  e l e c t i o n  had a secon d  e f f e c t  on th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t .

I t  d em on stra ted  t h a t  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s  w ere p o t e n t i a l l y  a pow er

f u l  v o t in g  b lo c k .  The G a llu p  P o l l ,  among o t h e r s ,  con c lu d ed  t h a t ,  on the 

b a s is  o f  t h e i r  p o l l i n g  and an a n a ly s i s  o f  v o t in g  p a t t e r n s ,  c o n s e r v a t iv e  

C h r is t ia n s  who c la im ed  to  be born a g a in  had c o n tr ib u te d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

i f  n o t  d e t e r m in a t iv e ly  to  C a r te r 's  s u r p r is in g  e l e c t i o n . ^  Hadden and 

Swann a g r e e :  " I t  was r e a l l y  th e  y e a r  th a t  th e  p r e s s  d is c o v e r e d  th e

m i l l io n s  o f  e v a n g e l i c a l s  in  t h i s  c o u n tr y . . . And th e y  ad d ed ,

Jimmy C a r te r 's  p u b l ic  p r o f e s s io n  t h a t  he was a  'b o r n -a g a in ' C h r is 
t ia n  had much t o  do w ith  th e  d is c o v e r y .  And when th e  v o t e s  w ere  
cou n ted  and th e  a n a ly s t s  had f in i s h e d  t h e i r  s c r u t in y  o f  v o t in g  
p a t t e r n s ,  i t  seem ed p ro b a b le  th a t  Jimmy C a r te r 's  m argin o f  v i c t o r y  
in  h is  im probab le march to  th e  W hite House may w e l l  have b een  p r o 
v id e d  by e v a n g e l i c a l s .6 6

A th ir d  e f f e c t  came d u r in g  C a r te r 's  p r e s id e n c y .  H is f a i l u r e  to

c a t e r  to  th e e x p e c ta t io n s  o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s ,  who had p o s s ib ly

made th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b etw een  v ic t o r y  and d e f e a t ,  arou sed  them to  c o n v e r t

t h e i r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  in t o  a c t i o n .  V ig u e r ie ,  o f f e r i n g  th e  o p in io n  th a t

F u n d a m en ta lis t  C h r is t ia n s  "gave C a rter  more v o te s  than  any o th e r  s i n g l e

c a te g o r y  o f  p e o p le  . . . b etw een  5 m i l l i o n  and 7 .5  m i l l i o n  p e o p le  . . .

[an d ] w ere more im p ortan t to  Jimmy C a rter  than  b la c k s ,  wondered why fo r

a lm o st fo u r  y e a r s  C a r ter  has g iv e n  th e  b o r n -a g a in  C h r is t ia n s  th e  back  

67o f  h i s  han d ."  "Not o n ly  has th e  C arter  a d m in is tr a t io n  ig n o re d  th e
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b o r n -a g a in  C h r is t ia n s ,  i t  has a c t i v e l y  and a g g r e s s iv e ly  so u g h t to  h u rt

68th e  C h r is t ia n  movement in  A m erica ,"  he s a i d .  Then V ig u e r ie  g iv e s  

exam ples o f  C a r te r 's  ig n o r in g  o f  h u r t in g  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r i s t ia n s - - t h e  

th r e a t  to  tak e  away th e  ta x -ex em p t s t a t u s  o f  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l s ,  th e  

p le d g e  to  v e to  l e g i s l a t i o n  th a t  w ould a l lo w  p rayer  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls ,  

th e  f a i l u r e  to  a p p o in t ' t o  h ig h  governm ent o f f i c e  "a s i n g l e  c l e a r l y  

i d e n t i f i e d  fu n d a m e n ta lis t  C h r is t ia n ,"  a t t a c k s  on th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  

by h is  W hite House C o n feren ce  on F a m i l i e s , h i s  sym pathy toward homo-

69s e x u a ls  and a b o r t io n ,  and h is  su p p o rt o f  th e  Equal R ig h ts  Amendment.

The n e t  e f f e c t  o f  th e  C a rter  phenomenon on th e r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  

seem ed to  be a s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s  ab ou t t h e i r  num bers, t h e i r  money, 

and t h e ir  e x i s t i n g  and p o t e n t ia l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  F i n a l l y ,  th e y  b e l i e v e d ,  

th e y  co u ld  do so m e th in g . There w ere a t  l e a s t  th r e e  m is s in g  l in k s :  

o n e , le a d e r s h ip ;  tw o , o r g a n iz a t io n ;  and t h r e e ,  m eans. F a lw e l l  c a p i t a l 

iz e d  on th e  n eed  fo r  le a d e r s h ip .  He s a id :

As a p a s to r ,  I  k ep t w a it in g  fo r  someone to  come to  th e  f o r e fr o n t  
o f  th e  A m erican r e l i g i o u s  s c e n e  to  le a d  th e  way o u t o f  th e  w i ld 
e r n e s s .  L ik e th ou san d s o f  o th e r  p r e a c h e r s , I  k ep t w a i t in g ,  b u t  
no r e a l  le a d e r  a p p ea red . F i n a l ly  I  r e a l iz e d  th a t  we had to  a c t  
o u r s e lv e s .  Som ething had to  be done n o w . 70

The r e s u l t  was an o r g a n iz a t io n ,  th e  M oral M a jo r ity , to  c a p i t a l i z e  on

th e  p o t e n t ia l  o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s  f o r  in f lu e n c e  on th e  p o l i t i c a l

p r o c e s s .

The r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t o n ly  la c k e d  th e  means to  m o b il iz e  th e  v o te s  

and money o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s .  T h e ir  own e x t e n s iv e  t e l e v i s i o n  

m in is t r i e s  w ere one m eans, b u t th e p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  R ich ard  V ig u e r ie  

in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  p ro v id ed  th e  f i n a l  l i n k ,  d i r e c t  m a i l .  They had a capa'O  

b le  and c h a r ism a t ic  le a d e r ,  a f la g s h ip  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  and th e  m eans--
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t e l e v i s i o n  and d ir e c t  m a i l .  They w ere now in  a p o s i t i o n  to  in tr o d u c e  

d is c o u r s e ,  t h e i r  m oral m essa g e , in t o  th e  s i t u a t i o n  and rea ch  an a u d i

en ce  w ho, in  r e a c t io n  to  i t ,  c o u ld  change th e  e x ig e n c ie s  th e y  saw .

The A u d ien ces

P a u l W eyrich  sa y s  th a t  " c o n s e r v a t iv e  le a d e r s ,  spokesm en and 

w r it e r s  have e i t h e r  f a i l e d  to  g rasp  or acknow ledge th e  r o l e  o f  i n s t i 

t u t io n s  [ i . e . ,  o r g a n iz a t io n s ]  a s  a p a r t i a l  e x p la n a t io n  fo r  th e  new 

found e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  New R ig h t ."  He a rg u es  t h a t  " i t  was more 

th an  a f a i l u r e  o f  l ib e r a l i s m  w hich  b rou gh t ab ou t th e  change o f  fo r tu n e  

fo r  th e  R ig h t .  R a th e r , th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  had e s t a b l i s h e d  o p e r a t io n s  

w hich  w ere ca p a b le  o f  c h a n n e lin g  th e  s e n t im e n t  in  th e  co u n try  toward  

p r o d u c t iv e  e n d s ." ^

I m p l ic i t  in  W eyrich*s o b s e r v a t io n  i s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  we 

may d is c o v e r  who th e  New R ig h t p e r c e iv e d  to  be t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  and 

p o t e n t ia l  a u d ie n c e s  by lo o k in g  a t  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  th e y  c r e a t e d .  

Through t h e ir  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  th e y  b e l i e v e d  th e y  w ere ca p a b le  o f  i n 

f lu e n c in g  th o s e  a u d ie n c e s  to  m ed ia te  th e  ch an ges th ey  d e s i r e d .  Orga

n iz a t io n s  su ch  a s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  c o m m itte e s , fo r  exam p le , w ere means 

o f  in tr o d u c in g  d is c o u r s e  by w hich  th e y  cou ld  a c t i v a t e ,  o r g a n iz e ,  and 

m o tiv a te  t h e i r  a u d ie n c e s  an d , through  them , b e g in  to  rem ove, or  a t  

l e a s t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  to  m o d ify , th e  e x ig e n c ie s  th ey  saw .

The a u d ie n c e s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  w in gs o f  th e  New 

R ig h t may be d is t in g u is h e d  though th ey  do o v e r la p .  The a u d ie n c e s  o f  

th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t a r e  " th e s i l e n t  m a jo r ity ,"  th e  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e r s ,  

l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d ie s ,  groups w ith  s p e c i a l  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s .  The
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a u d ie n c e s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t a re  " th e  m oral m a jo r ity ,"  th e  r e l i 

g io u s  le a d e r s ,  church  b o d ie s ,  and groups w ith  s p e c i a l  r e l i g i o u s  and 

m oral i n t e r e s t s .  B ecau se  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  a u d ie n c e s  a r e  d i s t i n c t ,  even  

though th ey  a r e  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t ,  I  w i l l  exam ine f i r s t  th e  au

d ie n c e s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t and th en  th o s e  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t .

A u d ien ces  o f  th e  P o l i t i c a l  R ig h t . The aw aren ess and a tta ch m en t

o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t to  th e  s i l e n t  m a jo r ity  began  in  th e  G oldw ater

p r e s i d e n t i a l  cam paign o f  1 9 6 4 , w hich  w a s , a c c o r d in g  to  V ig u e r ie ,  t h e ir
72

f i r s t  m ajor p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e .  A cco rd in g  to  W eyrich , " th a t  cam-

73p a ig n  l e f t  an i n d e l i b l e  mark on u s ."

One o f  th o se  i n d e l i b l e  marks was th e  c o n c e p t o f  th e  " s i l e n t  

m a jo r ity "  o f  A m erican s. V ig u e r ie  c r e d i t s  G oldw ater w ith  show ing them  

th a t  th e r e  a r e

l i t e r a l l y  s c o r e s  o f  m i l l io n s  o f  A m ericans who a r e  e i t h e r  o u t s id e  
th e  o r g a n iz e d  p r e s s u r e  groups or f in d  th e m se lv e s  r e p r e s e n te d  by 
o r g a n iz a t io n s  w ith  w hose p o l i c i e s  th ey  d is a g r e e  in  w hole or  in  
p a r t .  T hese m i l l io n s  a r e  th e  s i l e n t  A m ericans who, th u s i s o 
l a t e d ,  can n ot f in d  v o ic e  a g a in s t  th e  mammoth o r g a n iz a t io n s  w hich  
m e r c i l e s s ly  p r e s s u r e  t h e ir  own m em bership, th e  C o n g r ess , and 
s o c i e t y  a s  a w hole f o r  o b j e c t iv e s  w hich  th e s e  s i l e n t  ones do 
n o t  w a n t. T h ey , th e r e b y , have become th e  ' f o r g o t t e n  A m ericans' 
d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e y  c o n s t i t u t e  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  our p eo 
p l e .  74

A problem  th e  G oldw ater cam paign d id  n o t s o lv e  was how to  rea ch  

th e  su pp osed  m asses o f  th e  s i l e n t  m a jo r ity  w ith  i t s  m essage o f  c o n se r v 

a t is m .  The G oldw ater tr o o p s  f e l t ,  as many in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t o f  

1980 have f e l t ,  th a t  th e  m ed ia , whom th e y  p e r c e iv e d  to  be l i b e r a l ,  

p u r p o se ly  d i s t o r t e d  o r ,  out o f  ig n o r a n c e , m isr e p r e se n te d  t h e i r  m essa g e . 

W hether t h e ir  p e r c e p t io n  o f  th e  m edia was r e a l  o r  im a g in ed , th e  Gold

w a ter  f o r c e s  n e v e r  found an e f f e c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  means to  com m unicate
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w ith  th e  s i l e n t  m a jo r ity ,  w ho, th e y  b e l i e v e d ,  w ere c r u c i a l  t o  t h e i r

s u c c e s s .  A d e te r m in a t iv e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t o f  1 9 8 0 ,

from t h e i r  c o n s e r v a t iv e  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  i s  th a t  th e y  d is c o v e r e d  d i r e c t

m a il a s  an e f f e c t i v e  means to  c ircu m v en t th e  L ib e r a l  m edia and commu-

n ic a t e  d i r e c t l y  w ith  th e  s i l e n t  m a jo r ity ,  p o t e n t i a l l y  t h e i r  l a r g e s t

and m ost lo y a l  a u d ie n c e . D ir e c t  m a il was th e . means to  c o n ta c t  th e

s i l e n t  m a jo r ity  en m a sse , y e t  i n d iv i d u a l ly ,  and c o l l e c t  from  them

75m i l l io n s  o f  d o l la r s  fo r  c o n s e r v a t iv e  c a u s e s .

P rob ab ly  th e  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  and s o p h i s t i c a t e d  o r g a n iz a t io n

o f  th e p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  has been  th e  R ich ard  A . V ig u e r ie

Company, a d i r e c t  m a il co n g lo m era te  s t a r t e d  by V ig u e r ie  in  1964 o n ly

a few  b lo c k s  from  th e  n a t io n ' s  c a p i t o l .  Thomas S .  W in ter , e d i t o r  o f

Human E v e n ts , d e s c r ib e d  th e  new R ig h t a s  " th o se  p eo p le  who u se

R ich ard  V ig e r i e ' s  s e r v i c e s . A m o n g  th o s e  u s in g  h i s  s e r v i c e s  a re

th e  N a t io n a l C o n se r v a t iv e  P o l i t i c a l  A c t io n  C om m ittee, th e  C om m ittee

f o r  th e S u r v iv a l o f  a F ree  C o n g r e ss , th e  C o n se r v a t iv e  C aucus, th e

Gun Owners o f  A m erica , and J e r r y  F a l w e l l ' s  M oral M a jo r ity ,  I n c .  In

f a c t ,  V ig u e r ie ' s  company d o es  th e  d i r e c t  m a il f o r  m ost o r g a n iz a t io n s

and c a n d id a te s  o f  th e  New R ig h t .

S c o t t  W olf w ro te  a s  e a r ly  a s  1978 t h a t  " th e  s m a ll r o s t e r  o f

'new R ig h t '  le a d e r s  i s  headed by R ichard  V ig u e r ie ,"  th a t  he i s  " the

77le a d in g  m a il e x p e r t  o f  th e  New R ig h t ."  M cIntyre c a l l s  him " th e  d ir e c t

m a il le n c h p in  o f  th e  New R ig h t ,"  and th u s th e  " g o d fa th e r ."  "Founding

f a t h e r ,"  and "guru" o f  th e  m ovem ent, " th e  v i t a l  l i n k  in  th e  e n t ir e

c o a l i t i o n  o f  . . . r ig h t -w in g  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s .  To know R ichard

78V ig u e r ie  i s  to  know th e  New R ig h t ."  V ig u e r ie  h im s e lf  sa y s  th a t
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w ith o u t  d i r e c t  m a i l ,  "most c o n s e r v a t iv e  a c t i v i t y  w ould w ith e r  and

n 7 9  d x e ."

V ig u e r ie  was among th e  f i r s t  t o  s e e  i t s  u s e f u ln e s s  and un

l im it e d  p o t e n t ia l  a s  a means to  com m unicate w ith  th e  v a s t  s i l e n t  ma

j o r i t y ,  t o  c a r r y  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  m essa g e , t o  r a i s e  m oney, and to

a ro u se  th e  p e o p le  to  put p r e s su r e  on l e g i s l a t o r s . The d i r e c t  m a il

o r g a n iz a t io n s  o f  V ig u e r ie  and o th e r s  have p ro v id ed  th e  means f o r  th e  

New R ig h t to  com m unicate w ith  th o s e  a u d ie n c e s  w ho, th ey  a r e  c o n v in c e d ,  

b e l i e v e  a s  th e y  do ab ou t th e  e s s e n t i a l  ex ig en c ies--C o m m u n ism , L ib e r a l 

ism , and u n r e sp o n s iv e  R e p u b lica n ism --a n d  who w i l l  do som eth in g  a b ou t  

them .

A noth er a u d ien ce  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  e q u a l in  im p ortan ce  

to  th e  p e o p le  a t  th e  g r a s s r o o t s ,  i s  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e r s  su ch  a s  th e  

P r e s id e n t ,  s e n a t o r s ,  co n gressm en , and key a p p o in ted  o f f i c i a l s  a t  th e

n a t io n a l  l e v e l  a s  w e l l  a s  le a d e r s  a t  s t a t e  and l o c a l  l e v e l s .  The im

p o r ta n c e  a t ta c h e d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e r s  by th e p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t i s  

d em on stra ted  in  t h e i r  th r e e  m ost co n sp icu o u s and a c t iv e  o r g a n iz a t io n s - -  

th e  N a t io n a l C o n se r v a t iv e  P o l i t i c a l  A c t io n  C om m ittee (NCPAC), th e  

C o n se r v a t iv e  Caucus (C C), and th e  Com m ittee f o r  th e  S u r v iv a l  o f  a F ree  

C ongress (CSFC) . A l l  a r e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  com m ittees o r g a n iz e d  to  

p r o v id e  v a r io u s  k in d s o f  su p p o rt and o p p o s i t io n  fo r  i s s u e s  and c a n d i

d a te s  and t o  in f lu e n c e  a sm a ll b u t p o w erfu l a u d ie n c e , p o l i t i c a l  le a d e r s  

who a r e  ca p a b le  o f  m e d ia tin g  th e ch an ges th e y  d e s i r e .

The c o n c e p t o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  co m m ittees came in  th e  wake o f  

W atergate  to  g iv e  c o r p o r a t io n s  and p r o f e s s io n a l  groups th e  o p p o r tu n ity  

to  p a r t ic i p a t e  in  p o l i t i c a l  cam paigns on an eq u a l f o o t in g  w ith  u n io n s .
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Under th e  la w , in d iv id u a ls  are  r e s t r i c t e d  a s  to  th e  amount th e y  can  

c o n tr ib u te  to  one c a n d id a te , $ 1 ,0 0 0  in  th e  prim ary and $ 1 ,0 0 0  in  th e  

g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n .  But th e  law  a llo w s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  com m ittees to  

d on ate  $ 5 ,0 0 0  to  a c a n d id a te  f o r  a prim ary and $ 5 ,0 0 0  f o r  th e  g e n e r a l  

e l e c t i o n s .  There i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  lo o p h o le  th a t  a l lo w s  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t io n  com m ittees to  spend an u n lim ite d  amount in  cam p aign in g  a g a in s t  

a c a n d id a te .  As lo n g  as th e  com m ittee d o es  n o t  d o n a te  to  or  e n d o rse  a 

c a n d id a te  b u t spends i t s  money cam paign ing a g a in s t  h i s  or  h er  o p p o n en t, 

i t  may spend as much a s  i t  can r a i s e .  The p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  com m ittees  

o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  su ch  a s  NCPAC, CC, and CSPC, u sed  th e  lo o p h o le  

to  a s u r p r is in g  and e f f e c t i v e  a d van tage  d u r in g  th e  1980 cam paign fo r  

o r ,  a s  th e  c a s e  may b e ,  a g a in s t  c a u se s  and c a n d id a te s .  I t  i s  n o ta b le

t h a t ,  o f  th e  n e a r ly  tw o thousand  su ch  c o m m itte e s , m ost a r e  c o n se r v a -

80' , . t r v e . ■ •

The Com m ittee f o r  th e  S u r v iv a l o f  a F ree  C o n g r e ss , fo r  exam p le ,

was founded in  1975 by P a u l W eyrich  " w ith  th e  f i n a n c i a l  h e lp  o f  b u s in e ss

81le a d e r  Josep h  Coors" and " em p h asizes cam paign o r g a n iz a t io n  and fu n d-

82
ing"  b o th  in  p r im a r ie s  and g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n s .  In  1 9 7 8 , th e  CSPC

" sp en t $ 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  to  h e lp  e l e c t  31 c o n s e r v a t iv e  c a n d id a te s ,  " se n a to r s  as

83w e l l  a s  co n gressm en ."  CSFC s p o n s o r s , j o i n t l y  w ith  NCPAC and o th e r

g r o u p s , " a p p ro x im a te ly  a hundred t r a in in g  s c h o o ls  and sem in a rs on th e

p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  and how to  w in  e l e c t io n s "  le a d in g  up to  th e  1978  

84e l e c t i o n s .  A cco rd in g  to  W eyrich , they, have t r a in e d  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  in  

e v e r y th in g  from  c o o r d in a t in g  s tu d e n ts  and a b s e n te e  b a l l o t s  to  r e se a r c h  

to  l e g i s l a t i v e  work to  lo b b y in g  to  ca m p aign in g . They have tr a in e d  

n o t o n ly  c a n d id a te s  b u t cam paign c o o r d in a to r s ,  p e o p le  from  i s s u e  g ro u p s ,
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85a s w e l l  a s  C h r is t ia n  le a d e r s .  In  th o se  a c t i v i t i e s  and o t h e r s ,  th ey

have broadened t h e i r  a u d ie n c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s .

P ro b a b ly  th e  m ost c o n t r o v e r s ia l  p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  com m ittee

o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  th e  N a t io n a l C o n se r v a t iv e  P o l i t i c a l  A c t io n

C om m ittee, under th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  Terry D o la n , p r o v id e s  funds fo r

s p e c i f i c  s e n a t o r ia l  and c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d id a te s ,  b u t i t s  em phasis i s

86on " p u b l i c i t y  r a th e r  than  p r e c in c t  o r g a n iz a t io n ."  For exam p le ,

th e y  t a r g e t  an incum bent and a t ta c k  h is  reco rd  in  a  m a ss iv e  a d v e r t i s in g

cam paign u s in g  r a d io ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  n ew sp a p ers , b i l l b o a r d s ,  p a m p h le ts ,

s p e e c h e s , d i r e c t  m a i l ,  and so  o n . By b u i ld in g  o p p o s i t io n  to  an incum -

87b e n t ,  th e y  pave th e  way f o r  t h e i r  c a n d id a te  t o  w in . T h is  was th e  

s t r a t e g y  th e y  used  t o  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  d e f e a t  o f  f i v e  U . S .  s e n a to r s :  

George McGovern o f  South  D akota , B irch  Bayh o f  O h io , Frank Church o f  

Id a h o , John C u lver  o f  Iow a, and G aylord N e lso n  o f  W is c o n s in . The can 

d id a te s  who d e fe a te d  th e s e  incum bent s e n a to r s  w ere c o n s e r v a t iv e s .  W ith  

e v e r y  c a n d id a te  th e y  have su p p o r te d , who h as w on, th e y  have b u i l t  t h e ir  

a u d ie n c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e r s  who can  more l i k e l y  m ed ia te  th e  changes  

th ey  w a n t.

The C o n s e r v a t iv e  C aucus, headed by Howard P h i l l i p s ,  i s  " th e  

l a r g e s t  g r a s s r o o t s  c o n s e r v a t iv e  [ p o l i t i c a l ]  o r g a n iz a t io n "  w ith  3 0 0 ,0 0 0  

members. They p r o v id e  t r a in in g  fo r  v o lu n te e r s  who work fo r  th e  p r e s i 

d e n t i a l ,  s e n a t o r i a l ,  and c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d id a te s  a s  w e l l  a s  work fo r  

im p ortan t i s s u e s . P h i l l i p s  c la im s  th ey  "have h e lp e d  t r a in  thou san d s  

upon th ou san d s o f  d e d ic a te d  c o n s e r v a t iv e  v o lu n te e r s  in  a l l  50  s t a t e s  

. . . who m on itor  th e  p erform ance o f  co n g ressm en , m o b il iz e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

and in f lu e n c e  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b e h a v io r  o f  C ongressm en." For exam p le,
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th e y  have n o t  o n ly  worked fo r  numerous c a n d id a te s  b u t a l s o  le d  th e

88c o n s e r v a t iv e  f i g h t  a g a in s t  th e  Panama C anal and S a l t  I I  t r e a t i e s .

G iven th e  m u l t ip l i e r  e f f e c t ,  the C o n se r v a tiv e  C aucus, l i k e

NCPAC and CSPC, r e p r e s e n ts  a grow ing a u d ie n c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s .

W eyrich summ arized th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t " i n s t i t u t i o n s "  and " o p e r a t io n s ,"

as he c a l l s  them , . t h i s  way:

The C o n se r v a t iv e  C aucus, w h ich  so u g h t o u t le a d e r s h ip  to  form  
c o a l i t i o n s  a t  th e  l o c a l  l e v e l  to  m o b il iz e  g r a s s r o o t s  se n t im e n t;  
th e  Com m ittee f o r  th e  S u r v iv a l  o f  a F re e  C ongress and th e  Na
t i o n a l  C o n se r v a t iv e  P o l i t i c a l  A c t io n  C om m ittee, w hich  b rou gh t  
th e  t e c h n ic a l  e x p e r t i s e  and t r a in i n g ,  w hich  th e  h e f t  had used  
f o r  y e a r s  to  w in  e l e c t i o n s ,  t o  r i g h t - o f - c e n t e r  c a n d id a te s  in  
b o th  p a r t i e s ,  h e lp ed  to  a r t i c u l a t e  a new brand o f  p r a c t i c a l  
y e t  p r in c ip le d  C o n serv a tism  to  C o n g r ess , to  c a n d id a te s ,  and 
to  th e  p u b l i c . 8?

W eyrich a l s o  n o ted  th a t  in s id e  th e  C o n g r e ss , c o n s e r v a t iv e s  o rg a n iz ed

fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e w ith  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  R ep u b lica n  S tudy  C om m ittee

in  1973 and th e  S en a te  S te e r in g  C om m ittee in  1 9 7 4 , b oth  o f  w hich

"proved to  be in d is p e n s a b le  in  in t e r n a l  C o n g r e s s io n a l o p e r a t io n s . .

90. ." C urrent congressm en  and s e n a to r s  a r e  a v i t a l  a u d ie n c e , and 

b u i ld in g  b o th  t h e ir  numbers and t h e ir  l o y a l t y  i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  th e  p o l i t i 

c a l  R ig h t b e l i e v e s ,  i f  th ey  a r e  to  m ed ia te  a change in  s o c i e t y .

The p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t o f  1980 was a c o a l i t i o n  n o t  o n ly  o f  th e  

m u lt i - i s s u e  g r o u p s - - th e  R ich ard  A . V ig u e r ie  Company, th e  N a t io n a l Con

s e r v a t iv e  A c t io n  C om m ittee, th e  Com m ittee f o r  th e  S u r v iv a l o f  a F ree

C o n g r e ss , and th e  C o n se r v a t iv e  C a u c u s--b u t a l s o  o f  numerous s p e c ia l

91i n t e r e s t  o r  s i n g l e  i s s u e  g r o u p s . By know ing th e  k in d s  o f  s i n g l e  

i s s u e  groups th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t founded and a t t r a c t e d  to  t h e ir  c o a l i 

t i o n ,  we can fu r th e r  d i s t in g u i s h  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  and p o t e n t ia l  a u d ie n c e s  

The i s s u e s  t h e i r  a u d ie n c e s  a r e  con cern ed  w it h ,  ju d g in g  from  th e  s i n g l e
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i s s u e  groups o f  the p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  are  " r ig h t  to  l i f e ,  h igh  t a x e s ,

th e  grow th o f  th e  f e d e r a l  govern m en t, th e r ig h t  to  k eep  and b ear  arm s,

a s tr o n g  n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e ,  p ra y er  in  th e  s c h o o l s ,  s t r e n g th e n in g  th e
92

f a m ily ,  s e x  on TV and in  th e  m o v ie s . . .

The le a d e r s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t le a r n e d  th e  a r t  o f  c o a l i t i o n

p o l i t i c s  from  th e  L ib e r a ls  who had s u c c e s s f u l l y  b u i l t  c o a l i t i o n s  o f

s i n g l e  i s s u e  groups in t o  p o w erfu l f o r c e s  sh a p in g  our s o c i e t y .  In  f a c t ,

V ig u e r ie  sa y s  th a t  " a l l  th e  New R ig h t has done i s  copy th e  s u c c e s s  o f

th e  o ld  l e f t . "  By t h a t ,  h e  e x p la in e d , he m eant th e  c o a l i t i o n  o f  m u lt i-

93is s u e  and s i n g l e  i s s u e  g r o u p s .

"By fo u n d in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w ith  s im i la r  d e s ig n  and m ethods o f

o p e r a t io n  t o  th o se  l i b e r a l  groups a lr e a d y  lo n g  in  p la c e ,"  W eyrich  s a y s ,

The C o n s e r v a t iv e s  co u ld  p la y  by th e  same r u l e s ,  and thus had a 
chance f o r  a few  tou ch d ow n s. B e fo r e  th e s e  groups w ere in  p la c e  
and fu n c t io n in g  th e  way t h e i r  le f t w in g  c o u n te r p a r ts  f u n c t io n ,  
C o n s e r v a t iv e s  w ere p la y in g  p o l i t i c a l  b a s e b a l l  w h i le  t h e i r  
o p p o s i t io n  was on th e  f o o t b a l l  f i e l d  c o l l e c t i n g . th e  in e v i t a b l e  
f o r f e i t . 94 \

"What C o n s e r v a t iv e s  d id  a t  lo n g  l a s t , "  W eyrich ad d ed , "was to  g e t  t h e ir
9 5

team to  th e  same sta d iu m  w here th e  l i b e r a l s  w ere p la y in g ."

V ig u e r ie  b lam es th e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  two m ajor p a r t ie s  to  d e a l

a d e q u a te ly  w ith  th e s e  i s s u e s  fo r  th e  " e x p lo s io n  o f  C o n se r v a t iv e  s i n g l e  

96i s s u e  g r o u p s ."  S in g le  i s s u e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  have sp ru ng  up fo r  e v e r y 

one o f  t h e s e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  i s s u e s .  As H im m elste in  n o t e s ,  "The l i s t  o f  

groups em braced by th e  New R ig h t seem s e n d le s s ."  H is l i s t  in c lu d e s  

su ch  s i n g l e  i s s u e  groups a s  S en a to r  J e s s e  Helms 1 C o n g r e s s io n a l c lu b ,  

th e N a t io n a l R ig h t to  L i f e  C om m ittee, th e  N a t io n a l P r o -L ife  P o l i t i c a l  

A c tio n  C om m ittee, th e  L i f e  Amendment P o l i t i c a l  A c t io n  C om m ittee, th e

58



www.manaraa.com

A m erican L i f e  L obby, th e  C i t i z e n ' s  Com m ittee f o r  th e  R ig h t to  Keep and

B ear Arms, th e  E a g le  Forum, S top  ERA, and th e  N a t io n a l R ig h t to  Work

C om m ittee. H is l i s t  a l s o  in c lu d e s  o th e r  grou p s: A ccu racy  in  M edia ,

A l l i e d  E d u c a t io n a l F o u n d a tio n , A m erican L e g i s l a t i v e  Exchange C o u n c il ,

A m erican S e c u r i ty  C o u n c il ,  A m ericans f o r  L i f e ,  A m ericans U n ited  fo r

L i f e ,  A m erican C o n s e r v a t iv e  U n io n , B lack  S i l e n t  M a jo r ity , C oncerned

Women f o r  A m erica , C o u n c il f o r  a C o m p e tit iv e  Economy, and on and on 

97th e  l i s t  g o e s .  T h is i s  o n ly  a s m a ll sa m p lin g  o f  th e  k in d  and number

o f  s i n g l e  i s s u e  groups th a t  c o a le s c e d  in t o  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t o f  1 9 8 0 ,

b e fo r e  and a f t e r .

V ig u e r ie  s t r e s s e s  th a t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t movement n eed s more

and more e f f e c t i v e  s i n g l e  i s s u e  g r o u p s , su ch  a s  e t h n ic  g r o u p s , e l d e r ly

g r o u p s , b la c k  m id d le - c la s s  g r o u p s , b lu e  c o l l a r  g r o u p s , a n t i - b u s in g

g r o u p s , w e lfa r e  reform  g r o u p s , and so  o n . "We need  a group fo r  e v e r y

im p o rta n t i s s u e  in  A m erica ,"  he s a y s ,  " so  t h a t  th e  r ig h t s  o f  th e  con -

98s e r v a t iv e  m a jo r ity  in  A m erica w i l l  be a d e q u a te ly  r e p r e s e n te d ."

W eyrich p o in t s  o u t th a t  such , groups a r e  g ro w in g . The N a t io n a l

R ig h t to  Work C om m ittee, f o r  ex a m p le , grew from  6 0 ,0 0 0  members in  1973

t o  1 .7 t m i l l i o n  in  1 9 7 9 . A ls o ,  R ig h t - t o - L i f e  o p e r a t io n s ,  p ro -gu n  groups

su ch  a s  Gun Owners o f  A m erica , and d ozen s o f  p r o - fa m ily  and p r o -d e c e n c y

99groups have grow n.

W hether th rou gh  d i r e c t  m a il cam paigns d ir e c t e d  tow ard th e  

s i l e n t  m a jo r ity  a t  th e  g r a s s r o o t s ,  through  th e  m u l t i - i s s u e  groups a im ing  

to  e l e c t  p r e fe r r e d  p r e s i d e n t i a l ,  s e n a t o r i a l ,  and c o n g r e s s io n a l  c a n d i

d a te s  and to  c o n t r o l  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  or th rou gh  th e  c o a l i t i o n  

o f  s i n g l e  i s s u e  groups m i l i t a n t  in  t h e i r  con cern  about s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s ,
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th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t i s  a t te m p tin g  to  a t t r a c t  m i l l io n s  o f  A m ericans who 

a r e  a lr e a d y  c o n v in c e d  C o n s e r v a t iv e s  o r  can  be c o n v in c e d . And through  

them , th e y  b e l i e v e  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  change in  A m erica  

can  be m e d ia te d .

P erhaps i t  i s  a d i s t in g u i s h in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

R ig h t th a t  th e y  n o t o n ly  a r e  a tte m p tin g  to  a t t r a c t  a com m itted  a u d ie n c e  

but are  a l s o  o r g a n iz in g  t h e ir  a u d ie n c e s  in t o  m i l i t a n t ,  c o h e s iv e ,  and 

o n go in g  g r o u p s . P ro b a b ly  i t  i s  more o f t e n  through  o r g a n iz a t io n s  th an  

in d iv id u a ls  t h a t  ch a n g e , e s p e c i a l l y  en d u rin g  ch a n g e , i s  a cco m p lish e d  

in  a s o c i e t y .  T h is may n o t o n ly  d i s t in g u i s h  th e  New R ig h t from th e  

Old R ig h t but a l s o  from th e  L e f t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  New L e f t  o f  th e  1 9 6 0 s .

They have n o t o n ly  made e n v ia b le  e f f o r t s  to  o r g a n iz e  th e  a lr e a d y  

co n v in ce d  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  b u t ,  throu gh  th o s e  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  to  in f lu e n c e  

s t i l l  o th e r s  who a re  u n c o n v in ced . The k ey  to  knowing th e  a u d ie n c e s  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t has so u g h t to  a t t r a c t ,  w h eth er  th e  a lr e a d y  co n v in ce d  

or th e  s t i l l  u n co n v in ced , i s  knowing th e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  th e y  founded  

and fo r g e d  in t o  c o a l i t i o n s .

The A u d ien ces  o f  th e  R e l ig io u s  R ig h t . We may i d e n t i f y  th e  au 

d ie n c e s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  - R ig h t , a s  we d id  th e  a u d ie n c e s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

R ig h t ,  by t h e i r  o r g a n iz a t io n s .  W hereas th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t o r g a n iz e d  

t o - a t t r a c t  and com m unicate w ith  th e  s i l e n t  m a jo r ity ,  th e  r e l i g i o u s  

R ig h t aim ed i t s  a p p e a ls  a t  th e  m oral m a jo r ity .  The s i l e n t  m a jo r ity ,  

a s  p e r c e iv e d  by th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  a r e  th e  m asses o f  u n in v o lv ed  

A m erican s, n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e l i g i o u s  or con cerned  ab ou t m oral i s s u e s ,  

who a r e  d is c o n te n te d  or even  alarm ed o v er  th e  s u c c e s s e s  o f  Communism,
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f r u s t r a t e d  w ith  th e  f a i l u r e s  o f  l i b e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  program s, and 

p o l i c i e s ,  and con cern ed  a b ou t th e  d e c l in e  in  our m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h .

The e x ig e n c ie s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  t h e ir  le a d e r s  b e l i e v e ,  a re  th e  

e x ig e n c ie s  o f  th e  s i l e n t  m a jo r ity .  On th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  m oral ma

j o r i t y ,  a s  p e r c e iv e d  by th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  a r e  th o s e  m asses o f  Amer

ic a n s  w ho, a c c o r d in g  to  F a l w e l l ' s  L i s t e n .  A m erica ! b e l i e v e  in  d e c e n c y ,

i n t e g r i t y ,  God, B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y ,  A m erica , th e  fa m ily ,  and hard

, 100 w o rk .

Numerous A m erican s, who w ould have s tr o n g  sy m p a th ies  w ith  b o th  

th e  s i l e n t  and m oral m a j o r it y ,  may be p a r t  o f  o n ly  th e  s i l e n t  m a jo r ity  

and n o t  p a r t  o f  th e  m oral m a jo r ity .  The p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

may a t t r a c t  many p eo p le  who w ould  n o t be a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  r e l i g i o u s  

R ig h t .  On th e  o th e r  hand, th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t w ould a p p e a l to  many 

among th e  u n in v o lv e d  th a t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t w ould n o t  a p p e a l t o .

The r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t was n e e d e d , t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  a c o u n te r p a r t  o f  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t to  a t t r a c t  a l l  o f  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  and p o t e n t ia l  a u d i

e n c e s  . The p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t was n eed ed  to  te a c h  th e r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  

how to  be s u c c e s s f u l  in  p o l i t i c s .  The r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t was n eeded  to  

g iv e  le g it im a c y  and a m oral d im en sio n  to  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t .  The 

New R ig h t le a d e r s ,  b o th  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s ,  a r e  co n v in c e d  th a t  

th e  s o - c a l l e d  s i l e n t  and m oral A m ericans make up a m a jo r ity  o f  th e  

p o p u la t io n s .  S o , th ey  jo in e d  t h e i r  f o r c e s .

There seem s to  be some c o n fu s io n  ab ou t how th e y  jo in e d  f o r c e s .  

One a cco u n t i s  t h a t ,  r e a l i z i n g  th e  im p ortan ce  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  

to  t h e i r  s u c c e s s ,  a co r e  group o f  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t l e a d e r s ,  P a u l W eyrich, 

Howard P h i l l i p s ,  Ed M cA teer, and R obert B i l l i n g s ,  s e t  o u t t o  r e c r u i t
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F a lw e l l ,  James R o b iso n , P a t R o b e r tso n , and Jim  B a k k er . A l l  were u l t r a 

c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n  p rea ch er s  w ith  rem arkably s u c c e s s f u l  t e l e v i s i o n  

program s and w ith  e s t a b l i s h e d  a u d ie n c e s ,  s u p p o s e d ly , o f  m o s tly  s i l e n t  

and m oral A m erican s, th e  v e r y  a u d ie n c e s  to  whom th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t  

w anted to  com m unicate i t s  m essage o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e  p o l i t i c s .

The re a so n  th e y  w ould want to  r e c r u i t  R o b ertso n  and Bakker was 

th a t  th ey  b o th  had C h r is t ia n  t a lk  shows c a r r ie d  d a i ly  on s e v e r a l  hun

dred t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  th ro u g h o u t th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  In  a d d i t io n ,  

R ob ertso n  owned and o p era ted  th e  C h r is t ia n  B r o a d c a s t in g  Network (CBN) 

w hich  he e n v is io n s  a s  th e  fo u r th  m ajor n e tw o rk . A ls o ,  R o b ertson  r a is e d  

n e a r ly  $2 m i l l i o n  per week from  h i s  t e l e v i s i o n  a u d ie n c e s ,  and Bakker 

a p p ro x im a te ly  $1 m i l l i o n  p er w eek . H ow ever, n e i t h e r  R o b ertso n  nor  

Bakker p a r t ic ip a t e d  a c t i v e l y  or  o v e r t ly  in  th e  cam paign a s  p a r t o f  

th e  New R ig h t .

R ob ison  and F a l w e l l ,  on th e  o th e r  hand, p la y ed  le a d in g  r o le s  

f o r  th e  New R ig h t in  th e  1980 p o l i t i c a l  cam paign . R o b iso n , f o r  exam ple, 

c a r r ie d  on a v ig o r o u s  cam paign , th rou gh  h i s  w eek ly  t e l e v i s i o n  program  

on more than  100 s t a t i o n s ,  e x h o r t in g  h i s  a u d ie n c e  to  r e g i s t e r  and v o t e .  

He a l s o  teamed w ith  Ed M cA teer, form er C o lg a te  P a lm o liv e  m ark etin g  

e x e c u t iv e  and one o f  th e  in n e r  c o r e  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  to  e s t a b 

l i s h  th e  R e l ig io u s  R o u n d ta b le , a p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  group con cern ed  w ith  

m oral and r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e s .  The R oundtab le co n d u cted  a p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y  

in  D a lla s  in  A u g u st, 1 9 8 0 , a tte n d e d  by an e s t im a te d  250 r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  

o f  th e m ed ia , by p o s s ib ly  a s  many as 1 5 ,0 0 0  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  m o s tly  

p r e a c h e r s ,  and by p r e s id e n t ia l  c a n d id a te  R onald R eagan . A ls o ,  R ob ison  

was v e r y  v i s i b l e  as a sp ea k er  a t  New R ig h t m ee tin g s  an d , a s  one o f  th e
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m ost s u c c e s s f u l  S ou th ern  B a p t is t  e v a n g e l i s t s ,  was v e r y  i n f l u e n t i a l  in  

th a t  la r g e s t  o f  a l l  p r o t e s t a n t  d e n o m in a tio n s .

Though R ob ison  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  spokesm an f o r  th e  New R ig h t ,  

he was n o t n e a r ly  so  p e r s o n a b le , p rom in en t, or p e r v a s iv e  in  h i s  i n f l u 

en ce  a s  F a lw e l l .  F a lw e l l  became th e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  

and spokesm an o f  b o th  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t .  But was 

R ob ison  o r  F a lw e l l  r e c r u i t e d  by le a d e r s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R igh t?

R ob ison  was p o s s ib ly  r e c r u it e d  by Ed M cA teer, b u t was F a lw e l l  r e c r u ite d ?  

Newsweek r e p o r te d  in  S ep tem b er, 1980:

In  January o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  th e y  [W eyrich , M cA teer, P h i l l i p s ,  and
B i l l i n g s ]  p ersu ad ed  F a lw e l l  to  s e t  up a p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n - -
w hich  W eyrich  s u g g e s te d  c a l l i n g  ’M oral M a jo r i ty ’ and w h ich
B i l l i n g s  was a s s ig n e d  to  d i r e c t .  F a l w e l l ' s  b a ck in g  was c r u c ia l ;
th e  f i n a n c i a l  and l o g i s t i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  th a t  h e  commanded w ere  

101im m e n s e /^ 1

But th e r e  i s  c o n s id e r a b le  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  from  F a l w e l l ' s  

p e o p le .  Ron Godwin, E x e c u t iv e  D ir e c to r  o f  M oral M a jo r ity , d e n ie d  th a t  

F a lw e l l  had b een  r e c r u i t e d .  He s t a t e d  th a t  F a lw e l l  was a le a d e r  n o t  a 

f o l l o w e r ,  th a t  he had a lw ays b een  o u t in  f r o n t  o f  ev ery o n e  e l s e ,  t h a t  

he s e t  h i s  own a g en d a , th e  agenda he b e l ie v e d  God had s e t  f o r  him and 

th a t  he d id  n o t  f o l lo w  th e  agenda o f  anyone e l s e .  Godwin e x p la in e d  

th a t  F a lw e l l  had in  mind f o r  some tim e th e  id e a  o f  s e t t i n g  up a p o l i t 

i c a l  a c t io n  group o f  som e k in d  and t h a t ,  when he was r e a d y , he met in

102W ashington  w ith  le a d e r s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t to  a sk  t h e i r  a d v ic e .

In  The F u n d a m en ta lis t  Phenomenon. F a lw e l l  c o m p le te ly  c o n tr a 

d i c t s  th e  n o t io n  th a t  he was r e c r u it e d  by le a d e r s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

R ig h t:

F a c in g  th e  d e s p e r a te  need  in  th e  im pending c r i s i s  o f  th e  h o u r , 
s e v e r a l  con cern ed  p a s to r s  began  t o  urge me to  p u t to g e th e r  a
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p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  th a t  c o u ld  p r o v id e  a v e h ic l e  to  a d d ress  
th e s e  c r u c ia l  i s s u e s .  Men l i k e  James Kennedy (F o r t L a u d e r d a le , 
F l o r id a ) ,  C h a r les  S ta n le y  (A t la n ta ,  G e o r g ia ) ,  Tim LaHaye 
(San D ie g o , C a l i f o r n i a ) ,  and Greg D ixon ( I n d ia n a p o l is ,  In d ia n a )  
began to  sh a re  w ith  me a common c o n c e r n . They urged we form u
l a t e  a n o n -p a r t is a n  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  t o  prom ote m o r a lity  
in  p u b lic  l i f e  and to  combat l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  fa v o red  th e  l e g i s 
l a t i o n  o f  im m o r a lity . T o g eth er  we fo rm u la ted  th e  M oral M a jo r ity ,  
I n c .103

F a lw e l l  a l s o  s t a t e d ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  an a r t i c l e  in  Church and S t a t e . "In

th e  em bryonic days o f  M oral M a jo r ity ,  I  c o n fe r r e d  w ith  them . . . and

many o th e r s  in  W ash in gton . But th e r e  i s  no c o n n e c t io n  w h a tso ev e r

104b etw een  th o se  o r g a n iz a t io n s  and M oral M a jo r ity ."

F itz G e r a ld  o b serv ed  th a t  " F a lw e l l ' s  s t a f f  members have m ain

ta in e d  th a t  F a lw e l l  a lo n e  c o n c e iv e d  and c r e a te d  th e  M oral M a jo r ity .

But th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  c l e a r l y  shows th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  W eyrich  and 

o th e r s ." ^ " *  As Hadden and Swann, n o t e ,  "The New C h r is t ia n  R ig h t . . . 

o b v io u s ly  owes i t s  g e n e s is  t o  th e  m aster  p la n  o f  th e  New R ig h t .

In  th e  b roch u re in tr o d u c in g  th e  M oral’ M a jo r ity , F a lw e l l  sa y s  i t  was

107th e  r e s u l t  o f  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  p la n n in g . He r e a f f ir m s  th a t  in  an

• , ™ . . • _ , 108in te r v ie w  w ith  C h r i s t ia n i t y  T od ay .

I t  i s  im p o rta n t to  know w h eth er  F a lw e l l  was r e c r u it e d  by th e  

le a d e r s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  w ing o f  th e  New R ig h t or  i n i t i a t e d  h i s  own 

in v o lv e m e n t , b eca u se  we need  to  know w h eth er  F a lw e l l  may have b een  th e  

pawn o f  r ig h t -w in g  p o l i t i c i a n s  and m a n ip u la ted  by them or has been  

m o tiv a te d  by h i s  own c o n c e r n s . The w e ig h t  o f  th e  e v id e n c e  seem s to  

in d ic a t e  th a t  th e M oral M a jo r ity  was F a l w e l l ' s  id e a  b u t th a t  he so u g h t  

th e  a d v ic e  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t le a d e r s  su ch  a s  M cA teer, B i l l i n g s ,  

W eyrich , V ig u e r ie ,  and o th e r s  a s  to  e x a c t ly  how to  s e t  i t  u p . There 

i s  a lm o st no e v id e n c e  o r  good rea so n  to  th in k  th a t  F a lw e l l  has b een
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e x p lo i t e d  by le a d e r s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t or  anyone e l s e .

W hether F a lw e l l  was r e c r u it e d  or a c te d  on h i s  own, h i s  M oral 

M a jo r ity  c o n s t i t u t e s  and r e p r e s e n ts  a s i g n i f i c a n t  a u d ie n c e . Who does  

F a lw e l l  p e r c e iv e  to  be t h e i r  a u d ien ce?  He e x p la in e d  th a t  M oral M ajor

i t y

i s  made up o f  m i l l io n s  o f  A m erican s, in c lu d in g  7 2 ,0 0 0  m in i s t e r s ,  
p r i e s t s ,  and r a b b is ,  who a r e  d e e p ly  co n cern ed  ab o u t th e  m oral 
d e c l in e  o f  our n a t io n ,  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m ily ,  and th e  m oral 
v a lu e s  on w h ich  our n a t io n  was b u i l t .  We a r e  C a t h o l ic s ,  Jew s, 
P r o t e s t a n t s ,  Mormons, F u n d a m e n ta lis t s - -b la c k s  and w h i t e s - - 
fa r m e r s , h o u se w iv e s , b u sin e ssm e n , and b u sin essw om en . We a r e  
A m ericans from  a l l  w a lk s o f  l i f e  u n ite d  by one c e n t r a l  con cern :  
to  s e r v e  a s  a s p e c i a l - i n t e r e s t  group p r o v id in g  a v o ic e  f o r  a 
r e tu r n  to  m oral s a n i t y  in  th e s e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  . . .109

T h is a u d ie n c e  a l s o  in c lu d e s  th o se  who l i s t e n  r e g u la r ly  to  F a l w e l l ' s

O ld-Tim e G osp el Hour t e l e v i s i o n  program . Though th a t  a u d ie n c e  i s  n o t

a s  la r g e  as e s t im a te d  in  th e 1980 cam paign by th e  t e l e v i s i o n  p rea ch er s

th e m s e lv e s ,  th e  news m ed ia , and p o l i t i c i a n s , ^ ^  as I  w i l l  d em o n stra te

in  th e  c h a p te r  on e f f e c t s ,  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  I f  n o t  a s  la r g e  a s

th o u g h t a t  f i r s t ,  th e  a u d ie n c e  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  b eca u se  i t  i s  made up

m o stly  o f  r e l i g i o u s  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  o f  v o t in g  a ge  who w ere u n in v o lv e d

p o l i t i c a l l y .  The New R ig h t le a d e r s  b e l ie v e d  t h a t ,  i f  a c t iv a t e d  in t o

a v o t in g  b lo c k ,  th e s e  a u d ie n c e s  co u ld  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in f lu e n c e  a lm o st

any e l e c t i o n - - n a t i o n a l , s t a t e ,  l o c a l ,  or  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s t r i c t .  I t

a l s o  seemed r e a s o n a b le  to  assum e th a t  n o t  o n ly  th o se  who made up

F a l w e l l ' s  t e l e v i s i o n  a u d ie n c e  b u t s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers o f  p e o p le  from

th e  a u d ie n c e s  o f  o th e r  t e l e v i s i o n  p rea ch er s  w ith  th e  same b e l i e f s  as

F a lw e l l  w ould a l s o  f o l lo w  F a lw e l l  p o l i t i c a l l y .

W ith th e  fo u n d in g  o f  M oral M a jo r ity , I n c . ,  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  o rg a 

n i z a t i o n ,  F a lw e l l  became p a r t  o f  th e  New R ig h t .  And h is  a u d ie n c e ,
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m o stly  co n cern ed  w ith  r e l i g i o u s  and m oral i s s u e s ,  became p o t e n t i a l l y  

a p o l i t i c a l  a u d ie n c e  a s  w e l l .  The M oral M a jo r ity  consummated th e  mar

r ia g e  b etw een  th e  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e s , and , 

ou t o f  t h e i r  m a r r ia g e , th e  tr u e  o r  "new” New R ig h t was b o rn . A lth ou gh  

th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t had been  c a l l e d  th e  New R ig h t f o r  some tim e b e fo r e

th e  m a r r ia g e , th e  New R ig h t was much more a "new" phenomenon th an  i t

111had b een  b e f o r e . Now i t  was t r u ly  th e  New R ig h t .

I t  i s  v e r y  im p o rta n t to  em phasize t h a t ,  though m a rr ied , th e y  

n e v e r  merged in t o  one o r g a n iz a t io n ;  th e y  n e v e r  became one f l e s h ,  a s  

i t  w e r e . Though in  h o ly  or  u n h o ly  w e d lo c k , each  k e p t  i t s  own i d e n t i t y ,  

in d ep en d en ce , and i n d i v i d u a l i t y .  They s l e p t  in  s e p a r a te  bedrooms a s  

i t  w e r e , b u t each  m et th e  n eed s o f  th e  o th e r  when p o s s i b l e .  And each  

had i t s  own lo v e r s  and f r i e n d s .

T erry  D olan  may n o t  have o v e r s ta te d  th e  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n  when

he e x p la in e d  th a t

w h i le  you o u t th e r e  [ t h e  C h r is t ia n  R ig h t]  have b een  p a rt o f  a 
c r i t i c a l l y  im p o rta n t c o a l i t i o n  th a t  in c lu d e s  us up h e r e ,  t h e r e ' s  
no q u e s t io n  in  my mind th a t  you are  a s e p a r a te  and d i s t i n c t  
o r g a n iz a t io n  th a t  h a s ,  in  many w a y s, v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  do w ith  us 
up h e r e .  . . .  I t  i s  my b e l i e f ,  and ou r p o l l i n g  d a ta  co n firm s  
t h i s ,  th a t  th e r e  i s  a t  th e  v e r y  l e a s t  a su b c o n sc io u s  e f f o r t  on  
th e  p a r t  o f  some in  th e  m edia . . .  to  t i e  us t o g e t h e r ,  t o  u se  
th e  n e g a t iv e s  th a t  each  one o f  us may have a s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c o 
a l i t i o n  to  b e a t  th e  o th e r  to  d e a th , and to  a tte m p t to  s t u n t  our  
g ro w th . T h e r e fo r e , I  w ould make t h i s  p o in t  o v e r  and o v er  th a t  
your movement i s  s e p a r a t e ,  th a t  your m o t iv a t io n s  a r e  v a s t l y  
d i f f e r e n t  th an  mine and th e  p e o p le  I  r e p r e s e n t .  Now, th a t  does' 
n o t mean we a r e  n o t  a l l i e s .  We c e r t a i n l y  a r e ,^ -^

W hile we must d i s t in g u i s h  them from each  o t h e r ,  we can n ot s e p a r a te  them

as c o m p le te ly  as D olan w anted  t o .  They a r e  l i k e  two p ie c e s  o f  c lo t h

sewn t o g e t h e r .  The f a b r ic  may be d i f f e r e n t  b u t th e  d e s ig n  i s  th e  sam e,
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and i t  i s  hard to  d e term in e  e x a c t l y  w here th e  seam i s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when 

c o n s id e r in g  t h e ir  a u d ie n c e s .

B oth  th e  m oral and s i l e n t  m a jo r ity  o f  A m ericans w ere p o t e n t ia l l y  

a u d ie n c e s  o f  b o th  th e  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t .  Though th e y  c h o se  

to  be s e p a r a te  but eq u a l p a r tn e r s ,  th e y  a l s o  had th e  means now to  com

m u n ica te  w ith  each  o t h e r 's  a u d ie n c e s  b e c a u se  o f  t h e i r  new -found c o o p e r 

a t i o n .  The p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  w ith  i t s  d i r e c t  m a i l ,  and th e  r e l i g i o u s  

R ig h t ,  w ith  i t s  t e l e v i s i o n  program s, c o u ld  now com m unicate w ith  m ost o f  

th e  m i l l i o n s  o f  s i l e n t  and m oral A m ericans th e y  b e l ie v e d  to  be ou t th ere  

and t o  be t h e i r  a u d ie n c e s .  F u rth erm ore , th e y  d id  n o t have to  depend on 

th e  p o l i t i c a l  sy ste m  or th e  m edia as c h a n n e ls  f o r  t h e i r  m essage; th e y  

now co u ld  c ircu m v en t th e  p o l i t i c a l  and m edia s y s te m s , whom th e y  b e 

l i e v e d  to  be l i b e r a l  and h o s t i l e ,  o v er  whom th e y  had no c o n t r o l ,  and 

t o  w hich  th ey  had l i t t l e  or  no a c c e s s  .

T h is  a u d ie n c e  c o u ld  be m o b il iz e d ,  th e y  b e l i e v e d ,  and co u ld  

m ed ia te  ch a n g e . I f  o n ly  th e y  co u ld  com m unicate w ith  them d i r e c t l y ,  

th ey  c o u ld  a c t i v a t e  them p o l i t i c a l l y .

The m u l t i - i s s u e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  M oral 

M a jo r ity  a s  w e l l  a s  C h r is t ia n  V o ic e ,  R e l ig io u s  R o u n d ta b le , and N a t io n a l  

C h r is t ia n  A c t io n  C o a l i t i o n ,  a r e  s im i la r  in  t h e ir  o b j e c t iv e s  and o p e r a 

t io n s  to  t h e i r  com panion o r g a n iz a t io n s  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  N a t io n a l  

C o n se r v a t iv e  P o l i t i c a l  A c t io n  Com m ittee, C o n se r v a t iv e  C aucus, and Com

m it t e e  fo r  th e  S u r v iv a l  o f  a F ree  C o n g r e s s . What " se p a r a te s"  p o l i t i c a l

R ig h t from  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t groups i s  th e  fo c u s  on ch u rch es a s  th e  p re -

113c i n c t s  f o r  o r g a n iz in g  cam paign and l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i v i t y .  The p reach 

e r s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w ere th e  prim ary le a d e r s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,
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b eca u se  th ey  w ere le a d e r s  o f  th e  c h u r c h e s .

S p eak in g  to  th e N a t io n a l A f f a ir s  B r ie f in g  in  D a l la s ,  sp o n so red

by th e  R e l ig io u s  R o u n d ta b le , F a lw e l l  e x p la in e d  h is  " lau n d ry  l i s t  fo r -

th e  e i g h t i e s ,"  h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  a g en d a , th e  i s s u e s  he w anted to  a d d ress—

a b o r t io n ,  p ra y er  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  th e  eq u a l r ig h t s  amendment, n a t io n a l

h e a lth  in s u r a n c e , p orn ograp h y , drug a b u se , and n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e .  Then

F a lw e l l  urged  th e  1 5 ,0 0 0  in  a t te n d a n c e , m o s t ly  p r e a c h e r s , t o  p reach  in

t h e i r  p u lp i t s  th e  th in g s  he had been t a lk in g  a b o u t . "Am erica i s  w a it -

114in g  f o r  le a d e r s h ip ,  p r e a c h e r s ,"  F a lw e l l  t o ld  them , "and y o u 'r e  i t ! "

C o n se r v a t iv e  p re a c h e r s  w ere a prim ary a u d ie n c e  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s

R ig h t o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  b eca u se  th ey  w ere c o n s id e r e d  " in f lu e n c e a b le "  and

i n f l u e n t i a l ;  th a t  i s ,  th e y  c o u ld  be a c t iv a t e d  p o l i t i c a l l y  and co u ld

m ed ia te  th e  p o l i t i c a l  in v o lv e m en t o f  th e  p e o p le  in  t h e i r  c h u r c h e s .

F a lw e l l  b e l ie v e d  th a t  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t iv e  p rea ch er s  w ere an im p o rta n t

a u d ien ce  o f  th e  New R ig h t .  He s a i d ,  in  f a c t ,  th e y  m ust g e t  in v o lv e d ,

115b e c a u se  " th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  G odly men i s  th e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e ."  In  a

m essage e n t i t l e d  " M o b iliz in g  th e  M oral M a jo r ity ,"  a t  a mass m ee tin g  o f

p r e a c h e r s  in  D en ver, F a lw e l l  s a id :

The in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  p a s to r s  and th e  p rea ch er s  o f  A m erica has 
b een  g r o s s ly  u n d e r e s t im a te d . The p o t e n t ia l  . . .  o f th e  p rea ch 
in g  m in is t r y  has been  v i r t u a l l y  u n tap p ed . I f  y o u ' l l  read  th e  
h i s t o r y  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  . . . ch u rch  h i s t o r y  from A p o s to l ic  
d ays to  th e  p r e s e n t  h o u r , i f  you  w i l l  s tu d y  th e  strea m  o f  hu
m an ity  w estw ard . . . you  w i l l  f in d  . . . th e  p rea ch er s  in  ev er y  
g e n e r a t io n  . . . have p la y ed  a g r e a te r  r o le  o f  d e te r m in in g  th e  
c o u r se  o f  h i s t o r y  th an  p o l i t i c i a n s .116

N ot o n ly  p r e a c h e r s  but la y  le a d e r s  in  ch u rch es w ere a prim ary  

a u d ie n c e  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t .  For exam p le , th e  R e l ig io u s  R oun d tab le , 

" b r a in c h ild  o f  Edward E . M cA teer . . . and James R o b iso n ,"  was " e n v i
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s io n e d  a s  a t o p - l e v e l  a l l i a n c e  o f  prom inent p o l i t i c a l l y  minded e v a n g e l i 

c a l s ,"  b o th  p r e a c h e r s  and la y  p e o p le .  They w ould " c o n c e n tr a te  on t r a in -

117in g  le a d e r s"  who w ere a lr e a d y  p o l i t i c a l l y  m inded . The b roch u re fo r

th e  N a t io n a l A f f a ir s  B r ie f in g  s t a t e s  th e  R ou n d tab le  was " c r e a te d  fo r

e d u c a t io n  and d ir e c t io n  o f  le a d e r s  con cern ed  a b ou t n a t io n a l  m oral 

118i s s u e s ."  To a t t r a c t  and t r a in  th o se  l e a d e r s ,  R oun d tab le con d u cted

" b r ie f in g s ,"  su ch  a s  th e  N a t io n a l A f f a ir s  B r ie f in g  in  D a l la s ,  " to

te a c h  m in is t e r s  and la y  e v a n g e l ic a l s  how to  g e t  o u t th e  C o n se r v a tiv e  

119v o t e ."  From th e  " im p r e s s iv e  l i s t  o f  C h r is t ia n  le a d e r s"  com m itted  

to  th e  R o u n d ta b le , th e y  " w i l l  be a b le  t o  r e a c h  te n s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  

C h r is t ia n s  and a c t i v a t e  them when l e g i s l a t i o n  . . . comes up on su b 

j e c t s  l i k e  a b o r t io n ,  p r iv a t e  s c h o o l s ,  p ra y er  in  s c h o o ls  and th e d e fe n s e  

o f  A m erica .

N ot o n ly  p rea ch er s  and la y  le a d e r s ,  b u t a l s o  C h r is t ia n  p o l i t i 

c ia n s  w ere c o n s id e r e d  a prim ary a u d ie n c e  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t .  C h r is 

t i a n  V o ic e , f o r  exam p le, c la im s  a m em bership o f  1 9 0 ,0 0 0 , in c lu d in g

3 7 ,0 0 0  n on -d u es p a y in g  p re a c h e r s  and a lo b b y in g  b u d get o f  $ 1 .5  m il-  

121l i o n .  Founded in  Jan u ary , 1 9 7 9 , t o  m on itor  m o r a li ty  in  govern m en t,

t h e ir  aim  i s  to  u n se a t  m o r a lly  l i b e r a l  incum bents in  C ongress and

r e p la c e  them w ith  p o l i t i c i a n s  w ho, i f  n o t com m itted  C h r is t ia n s ,  a t  th e

l e a s t  en d o rse  th e  m oral v ie w s  o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s .

One o f  t h e i r  t a c t i c s  in  th e  1980 e l e c t i o n  was " d i s t r ib u t in g

a n ti- in c u m b e n t  t r a c t s  o u t s id e  ch u rch es on th e  Sundays b e fo r e  E le c t io n

Day and u r g in g  p r e a c h e r s  t o  denounce incum bent l i b e r a l s  from  th e  

122
p u lp i t ."  P o s s ib ly  th e  m ost c o n t r o v e r s ia l  t a c t i c  o f  th e  New R ig h t ,

p o l i t i c a l  or r e l i g i o u s ,  was a "m oral r e p o r t  card" on a l l  co n gressm en ,
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prep ared  and p u b lish e d  by C h r is t ia n  V o ic e ,  in  w hich  th e y  r a te d  them

123a c c o r d in g  to  how th ey  had v o te d  on 14 i s s u e s  la b e le d  as " m oral."

I t  sp ark ed  c o n tr o v e r sy  b eca u se  some o f  th e  i s s u e s  w ere n o t  c l e a r l y  

m o r a l, th e  Panama C anal i s s u e  fo r  exam p le , and b eca u se  i t  was p e r c e iv e d  

by many a s  a r r o g a n t , a s  I  s t a t e d  a b o v e , th a t  some w ould  ju d g e  th e  

m orals  o f  o t h e r s .

C h r is t ia n  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  p r e a c h e r s , and la y  le a d e r s  o f  c o n se r v a 

t i v e  c h u r c h e s , and th o se  who en d o rsed  c o n s e r v a t iv e  v ie w s  on m o r a l i ty ,  

w ere a l l  im p ortan t a u d ie n c e s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  b e c a u se  th ey  w ere  

in f lu e n c e a b le  and w ere ca p a b le  o f  b e in g ,  in  tu r n , m e d ia to r s  o f  changes  

in  A m er ica .

The r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t o f  1980 was a c o a l i t i o n  n o t  o n ly  o f  th e  

m u lt i - i s s u e  g ro u p s--M o ra l M a jo r ity ,  C h r is t ia n  V o ic e ,  and R e l ig io u s  

R o u n d ta b le --b u t a l s o  o f  numerous s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  or s i n g l e  i s s u e  

g r o u p s .

In  a S ep tem b er, 1 9 8 0 , a r t i c l e ,  The W all S t r e e t  J o u rn a l o b serv ed .

"New R i g h t i s t s ,  who in c lu d e  D em ocrats who on ce fo llo w e d  George W a lla ce

a s  w e l l  a s  C o n s e r v a t iv e  R e p u b lic a n s , a r e  o r g a n iz e d  in  a m yriad o f

124s i n g l e - i s s u e  g r o u p s ."  As an ex a m p le , th ey  c i t e d  th e  New R ig h t

a s s a u l t  on th e  r e - e l e c t i o n  b id  by S en a to r  George McGovern:

L ik e  a l i g h t  a i r c r a f t  b u f f e t e d  by t e r r i f i c  h ead w in d s, he f in d s  
h im s e lf  opposed  by NCPAC, Mr. W ey rich ’ s F ree  C ongress C om m ittee, 
th e  N a t io n a l R ig h t - t o - L i f e  C om m ittee, th e  N a t io n a l C o n se r v a t iv e  
C aucus, th e  E a g le  Forum, th e c i t i z e n s  f o r  th e  R ig h t  to  Keep and 
Bear Arms, th e  Gun Owners o f  A m erica , and th e  C om m ittee to  
D e fe a t  th e  U nion  B o sses--a m o n g  o th e r  New R ig h t g r o u p s . A l l ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  a r e  in  a d d it io n  to  South  D a k o ta 's  r e g u la r  R ep u b lica n  
o r g a n iz a t io n  and i t s  c a n d id a te ,  R ep . James A b d n o r.1 2 5

I t  m ust seem  to  some incum bents in  C ongress and th e  S en a te  th a t .

f o r  e v e r y  s o - c a l l e d  m oral i s s u e  t o  come a lo n g  in  th e  l a s t  few  y e a r s ,
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numerous n a t io n a l ,  s t a t e ,  and lo c a l  groups have sp ru ng  up to  lob b y  f o r

and a g a in s t  th e  s i n g l e  i s s u e .  H im m elste in  l i s t s  su ch  m o r a l i t y - o r ie n t e d

s in g le  i s s u e  groups a s  th e  N a t io n a l F e d e r a t io n  f o r  D ecen cy , C o a l i t io n

f o r  B e t t e r  T e l e v i s i o n ,  A m erican A s s o c ia t io n  o f  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o ls ,

A m erican C h r is t ia n  C ause, C h r is t ia n  F am ily  R en ew al, C h r is t ia n  C o a l i t io n

fo r  L e g i s l a t i v e  A c t io n ,  F a m ily , L i f e ,  A m erica under God (FLAG), F am ily

126L if e  Sem inar, I n t e r c e s s o r s  fo r  A m erica, and P r o je c t  P r a y e r .

One o f  th e  m ost e f f e c t i v e  s i n g l e  i s s u e  groups i s  E d u c a t io n a l

R esea rch  A n a ly s is  headed  by Mel and Norma G a b le r . T h e ir  p u rp ose i s

127" to  im prove th e  te x tb o o k s  o f  A m er ic a 's  s c h o o ls ."  S t a r t in g  in  T e x a s ,

w here th e y  l i v e ,  th e y  have s c r u t in iz e d  th e  s c h o o l  te x tb o o k s  o f  n e a r ly

a l l  f i f t y  s t a t e s .  Time m agazine r e p o r te d  th a t

th e y  have become a c le a r in g h o u s e  f o r  c r i t i q u e s  w r i t t e n  by a lm o st  
anyone o f  t e x tb o o k s ,  d i c t i o n a r i e s ,  and l ib r a r y  b o o k s . Texas 
e d u c a t io n  o f f i c i a l s  sw ear by th e  G a b le r s . 'T h e ir  id e a s  about  
e d u c a t io n a l  m a te r ia ls  a r e  th e  id e a s  p a r e n ts  w a n t , '  s a y s  A lto n  
Bowen, d ep u ty  com m ission er  o f  e d u c a t i o n . 128

Though Mr. and M rs. G ab ler  are th e  o n ly  members o f  t h i s  s i n g l e  

i s s u e  g ro u p , th e y  r e p r e s e n t  a s u r p r i s in g ly  la r g e  a u d ie n c e  o f  p a r e n t s ,  

s c h o o l  a d m in is t r a t o r s ,  and te a c h e r s  who a r e  co n cern ed  a b o u t th e  m oral 

and r e l i g i o u s  c o n te n t  o f  t e x t b o o k s .

A noth er exam ple o f  a p o w erfu l s i n g l e  i s s u e  group i s  th e  Na

t i o n a l  C h r is t ia n  A c t io n  C o a l i t i o n ,  founded by R obert B i l l i n g s ,  t o  lob b y  

fo r  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l s .  B i l l i n g s ,  who was th e  f i r s t  e x e c u t iv e  d ir e c t o r  

o f  M oral M a jo r ity , " m o b iliz e d  hundreds o f  th ou san d s o f  C h r is t ia n s  to

p r o t e s t  a r e c e n t  IRS r u le  th r e a te n in g  to  ta x  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  [ u n le s s

129th ey  ad op t r a c i a l  q u o t a s ] .  As a r e s u l t ,  th e  IRS backed o f f .  . . ."

NCAG m a in ta in s  a m a il in g  l i s t  o f  about 1 2 ,0 0 0  ch u rch es and C h r is t ia n
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s c h o o ls  and c o n s id e r s  them t h e ir  prim ary c o n s t i t u e n t s  o r  a u d ie n c e .

S in c e  m ost o f  th e s e  ch u rch es and C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  a re  c o n s e r v a t iv e  or 

F u n d a m e n ta lis t , th e  p a s t o r s ,  th e  s c h o o l a d m in is tr a to r s  and t e a c h e r s ,  

and th e  p a r e n ts  who sen d  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  to  th o se  s c h o o ls  a r e  a p t  to  be 

a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  m o r a l i s t i c  p o l i t i c s  a r t i c u l a t e d  by th e  

r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t .  They a r e ,  a t  th e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  in f lu e n c e a b le  and may 

become in v o lv e d  in  m e d ia t in g  ch a n g e , e s p e c i a l l y  th rou gh  th e  b a l l o t  boXj

From th e  s m a l le s t  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  su ch  a s  th e  G ab lers*  E duca

t i o n a l  R esea rch  A n a ly s i s ,  to  th e  l a r g e s t ,  su ch  a s  NCAC, th e  r e l i g i o u s  

R ig h t drew t o g e th e r  m i l l io n s  o f  p e o p le  who w ere d e e p ly  co n cern ed  ab ou t  

s i n g l e  m oral i s s u e s . Taken t o g e t h e r ,  th e  a u d ie n c e s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  

R ig h t - - t h e  e x t e n s iv e  a u d ie n c e s  o f  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  p r e a c h e r s , th e  c o n 

s e r v a t iv e  p a s t o r s ,  t h e i r  ch u rch es and C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l s ,  and th e  e n e r 

g e t i c  s i n g l e  i s s u e  g r o u p s - -com p rised  an enormous e x i s t i n g  and p o t e n t ia l  

a u d ie n c e  f o r  th e  New R ig h t in  th e  1980 e l e c t i o n .  G iven t h e i r  e v a n g e l 

i s t i c  f e r v o r ,  th e y  c o u ld  p o s s i b l y  be m o tiv a te d  to  g e t  in v o lv e d  in  a 

m oral c a u se  and become m ed ia to rs  o f  n o t  o n ly  m oral but a l s o  p o l i t i c a l  

and s o c i a l  ch an ges so u g h t by th e  New R ig h t .

T hese a u d ie n c e s ,  o f  b o th  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  

w ere p e r c e iv e d  to  be o u t  t h e r e ,  a lr e a d y ,  th ro u g h o u t A m erica; th e y  d id  

n o t  need  to  be c r e a t e d ,  th e y  a lr e a d y  e x i s t e d .  They o n ly  n eed ed  to  be 

r e a c h e d , i . e . ,  c o n ta c te d ,  a c t i v a t e d ,  o r g a n iz e d , and m o t iv a te d . The 

a u d ie n c e s ,  a lr e a d y  th e r e  w ere d iv e r s e  and d is c o n n e c te d ;  th e y  need ed  

to  be o r g a n iz e d  in t o  c o h e s iv e  f o r c e s  f o r  i n f lu e n c e .  B u t, b eca u se  th e y  

w ere d iv e r s e  and d is c o n n e c te d ,  th e  New R ig h t had to  c r e a t e  many o r g a n i 

z a t io n s  . I t  was n o t  th a t  th e y  d ev e lo p e d  a u d ie n c e s  and th en  s e t  up
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o r g a n iz a t io n s  bo c o n t r o l  them , th e  a u d ie n c e s  w ere a lr e a d y  t h e r e ,  su p 

p o s e d ly  a s i l e n t  and m oral m a jo r ity .  The o r g a n iz a t io n s  w ere s e t  up to  

m o b il iz e  them in t o  m ed ia to rs  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  ch a n g e .

The C o n s tr a in ts

T here a r e  e x t e r n a l  and in t e r n a l  powers a t  work on and in  a

r h e t o r i c a l l y  a c t iv e  p e r s o n . E x ig e n c ie s  and a u d ie n c e s  a r e  th e  e x t e r n a l

powers t h a t  move a p erso n  to  e n te r  r h e t o r i c a l l y  in t o  a s i t u a t i o n .

" C o n s tr a in ts"  r e f e r  to  in t e r n a l  powers t h a t  c o n tr o l  a p e r s o n 's  r h e t o r ic

131on th e  a u d ie n c e s  w ith in  a s i t u a t i o n .  The " stan d ard  s o u r c e s  o f  con 

s t r a i n t ,"  a c c o r d in g  to  B i t z e r ,  a r e  " b e l i e f s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  d o cu m en ts,
132

f a c t s ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  im a g e s , i n t e r e s t s ,  m o tiv e s  and th e  l i k e . "  The

q u e s t io n  i s ,  What c o n s t r a in t s  have o p e r a te d  in  and on such  le a d e r s  as  

V ig u e r ie ,  W eyrich , D o la n , and P h i l l i p s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t and 

M cA teer, B i l l i n g s ,  R o b iso n , and F a lw e l l  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t?  There 

a r e  s e v e r a l  p o s s i b l e  answ ers th a t  a p p ly  to  b o th .

One i s  th a t  th e y  a r e  a c t i v i s t s  by t h e i r  n a tu r e  b e c a u se  o f  th e  

b e l i e f s  and a t t i t u d e s  th e y  h o ld ,  b e c a u se  o f  th e  i n t e n s i t y  w ith  w h ich  

th e y  a r e  h e ld ,  b e c a u se  o f  th e  d ocu m en ts, e . g . ,  th e  B ib le ,  th e  f a c t s ,  

and th e  t r a d i t i o n s  th e y  v a lu e ,  and b eca u se  o f  th e  i n t e r e s t s  and m o tiv e s  

t o  w h ich  th e y  a r e  com m itted . They a r e  d r iv e n  from  w i t h in .  T h e ir  id e o 

l o g i c a l  commitment d r iv e s  them to  be a c t i v e  in  c a u s e s ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  r e l i 

g io u s ,  or o t h e r w is e ,  by a k in d  o f  in t e r n a l  com b u stion  or co m p u lsio n  to  

c ru sa d e  fo r  a c a u s e .  They a r e  m o tiv a te d  to  be r h e t o r i c a l  by n a tu r e .  

P re a c h in g  i s  t h e i r  b u s in e s s  and t h e i r  c a l l i n g .  B e in g  e v a n g e l i s t i c  

a b ou t t h e i r  b e l i e f s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  d o cu m en ts, f a c t s ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  im a g es ,
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i n t e r e s t s ,  m o t iv e s ,  and th e  l i k e  w h eth er  p o l i t i c a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s ,  i s  

i n s t i n c t i v e .  B u t, b eca u se  o f  t h e i r  i d e o l o g i c a l  com m itm ent, th ey  a r e  

a l s o  p u r is t s  and s e p a r a t i s t s  and w i l l  in v o lv e  th e m se lv e s  w ith  an un- 

r e c e p t iv e  and u n r e g e n e r a te  w orld  o n ly  t o  a c e r t a in  e x t e n t  and in  c e r t a ir  

k in d s  o f  w a y s . T h e ir  r ig h te o u s  b e l i e f s  a re  l i k e  th e  f o o t  th a t  o p e r a te s  

b o th  th e  gas p ed a l and th e  b r a k e . By th e  v e r y  f a c t  th a t  th e y  a r e  co n 

s e r v a t iv e ,  th e y  a r e  c a u t io u s .

Though i t  i s  n o t a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  o n ly  b u t i s  

e q u a l ly  common to  L ib e r a l s ,  i t  _is a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  

and i s  one c o n s t r a in t  t h a t  o p e r a te d  in  th e  New R ig h t le a d e r s  d u r in g  

th e  1980 cam p aign .

But a g a in ,  a s  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  e x ig e n c ie s  and a u d ie n c e s  fo r  

th e p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  th e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  c o n s t r a in t s  fo r  

e a c h . For th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  i t  i s  t h e i r  commitment to  th e  d o c t r in 

a i r e  p o l i t i c s  o f  u lt r a - c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  and f o r  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  i t  

i s  t h e i r  commitment to  th e  B i b l i c a l  m o r a li ty  o f  F u ndam enta lism . The 

p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t  i s  con cern ed  p r im a r i ly  w ith  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  and th e  

r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t m a in ly  w ith  m oral i s s u e s .  The p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t i s  com

m itte d  to  a p p ly in g  th e p h ilo so p h y  o f  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i s m  to  p o l i t i c a l  

i s s u e s ;  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t i s  no l e s s  com m itted  to  a p p ly in g  th e  d o c 

t r i n e s  o f  F undam entalism  to  m oral i s s u e s .

Y e t , w h i le  th ey  d i f f e r  in  th e s e  w a y s, th e y  a r e  s im i la r  in  t h e ir  

m e n t a l i t y .  By th a t  I  m ean, f o r  exa m p le , t h a t  one c o u ld  r e f e r  to  th e  

p h ilo so p h y  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t a s  p o l i t i c a l  fu n d a m en ta lism  and to  

d o c tr in e s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t a s  m oral u lt r a - c o n s e r v a t i s m .  The 

r h e t o r i c  o f  b o th  can j u s t l y  be c a l l e d  " p r e a c h in g ."  R o s s i t e r  c o n s id e r e d
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them so  c o n c e n t r ic  t h a t ,  ’’w ere t h i s  word [ fu n d a m e n ta l i s t ]  n o t  u sed

g e n e r a l ly  to  i d e n t i f y  c e r t a in  P r o t e s t a n t  s e c t s ,"  h e s a i d ,  " i t  m ight

w e l l  s e r v e  a s  th e  m ost a c c u r a te  one-w ord d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  u l t r a -

133c o n s e r v a t iv e s .  . . . "  T erry  D olan s a i d ,  " I  can  th in k  o f  v i r t u a l l y

n o th in g  t h a t  I  do n o t  e n d o rse  on th e  agenda o f - t h e  C h r is t ia n  R ig h t .

My g u ess  i s  th a t  th e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  i f  a n y th in g  t h a t  th e  p e o p le  on

134th e  C h r is t ia n  R ig h t do n o t  en d o rse  c o n c e r n in g  w hat we s ta n d  f o r ."  

F a l w e l l ,  fo r  ex a m p le , in  h i s  " In tr o d u c t io n "  to  V ig u e r i e ' s  b ook , The New 

R ig h t:  W e're Ready to  L ead , s t r o n g ly  en d o r se s  th e  v ie w s  o f  th e  p o l i t i 

c a l  R ig h t on h ig h  t a x e s ,  i n f l a t i o n ,  e x c e s s iv e  governm ent r e g u l a t i o n s ,

s e x  on TV and in  th e  m o v ie s , fo r c e d  b u s in g , a b o r t io n s ,  B ig  Governm ent,

135B ig  B u s in e s s ,  B ig  L ab or, B ig  E d u c a tio n , and n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e .  A

f u r th e r  d e m o n str a tio n  o f  t h e i r  in te r tw in e d  m e n t a l i ty  i s  t h a t  th e y  have

136h e ld  w hat C rawford c a l l s  " I n te r lo c k in g  D ir e c t o r a t e s ."  From the  

f i r s t ,  th ey  have se r v e d  on th e  board o f  d ir e c t o r s  o f  each  o t h e r 's  

o r g a n iz a t io n s .

One m igh t argu e th a t  n o t  a l l  who su p p o rt th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t  

w ould la b e l  th e m se lv e s  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t iv e s  y e t  w ould su p p o rt m ost o f  

t h e i r  v ie w p o in ts  and t h a t  n o t  a l l  who f o l lo w  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t w ould  

c a l l  th e m se lv e s  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  y e t  c o u ld  a g r e e  w ith  them on e s s e n t i a l  

i s s u e s .  W hile t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  i t  m ust be remembered t h a t  we a r e  c o n s id e r 

in g  th e c o n s t r a in t s  on th e  le a d e r s  o f  th e  New R ig h t and n o t  t h e i r  f o l 

lo w ers  . The le a d e r s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t a re  com m itted  t o  th e  po

l i t i c a l  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t iv e  p h ilo s o p h y , a n d , l i k e w i s e ,  

th e  le a d e r s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  t o  th e  m oral a p p l ic a t io n  o f  Funda

m e n t a l i s t  d o c t r in e s .  T hese a r e  th e  com m itm ents o f  th e  le a d e r s  w h eth er
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o r  n o t any o f  t h e ir  f o l lo w e r s  have th e  same com m itm ent. I t  i s  r e a s o n 

a b le  to  assu m e, h ow ever , t h a t ,  w ith  t h i s  k in d  o f  c o n s t r a in t  w ork in g  in  

them , th e  le a d e r s  w i l l  become c o n s t r a in t s  on t h e i r  a u d ie n c e s  b o th  com

p e l l i n g  them to  p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n  b u t a l s o  r e s t r a in in g  t h e ir  i n v o l v e 

ment .

As B i t z e r  o b s e r v e s ,  "When th e  o r a to r  e n te r s  th e  [ r h e t o r i c a l ]

s i t u a t i o n ,  h i s  d is c o u r s e  . . . p r o v id e s  a d d i t io n a l  im p o rta n t c o n -

137 ' ’ -s t r a i n t s . . . ." O rators n o t  o n ly  e n te r  s i t u a t io n s  under th e  c o n 

s t r a i n t s  on them , w h eth er  in t e r n a l  o r  e x t e r n a l ,  b u t th e y  become c o n 

s t r a i n t s  on th o s e  a u d ie n c e s  th a t  a r e  r e le v a n t  to  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  In  

o th e r  w o r d s , th e  le a d e r s  o f  th e  New R ig h t e n te r  th e  s i t u a t i o n  under  

c e r t a in  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  and th e y  in  tu rn  in tr o d u c e  c o n s t r a in t s  on t h e i r  

a u d ie n c e s .  And th e  c o n s t r a in t s  under w hich  th e y  fu n c t io n e d  in  th e  1980  

cam paign , u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t io n  and F u n d am en ta lism , became th e  c o n s t r a in t s  

th a t  c o n t r o l l e d  o th e r s  in  t h e i r  a u d ie n c e s .

T here w ere th e  e x ig e n c ie s  and th e  a u d ie n c e s  w hich  co m p elled  

them , b u t th e r e  w ere a l s o  th e  c o n s t r a in t s  w hich  c o n t r o l l e d  them and 

d ir e c t e d  and d eterm in ed  th e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e i r  r h e t o r i c a l  a c t i o n .

C o n s tr a in ts  on th e  P o l i t i c a l  R ig h t . I f  th e  c o n s t r a in t  o f  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  w in g  o f  th e  New R ig h t i s  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  th an  w hat i s  i t ?  

C lin to n  R o s s i t e r  p r o v id e s  a u s e f u l  e x p la n a t io n .  H is c a t e g o r ie s  a r e  

u s e f u l  to  p la c e  p r e c i s e l y  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  sp ectru m , 

compared to  L ib e r a l s ,  whom th e y  v o c i f e r o u s l y  o p p o se , and compared to  

o th e r  c o n s e r v a t iv e s .  A ls o ,  R o s s i t e r  i s  h e lp f u l  in  e x p la in in g  th e  c o n 

s t r a i n t s  c o n t r o l l in g  th e  v a r io u s  c a t e g o r i e s .
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He c a t e g o r iz e s  fo u r  k in d s  o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e s :  f i r s t ,  th e  temp

era m en ta l c o n s e r v a t iv e  who o p p o ses  "any s u b s t a n t ia l  change in  h is  

manner o f  l i f e ,  work and en joym ent"; s e c o n d , t h e  p o s s e s s iv e  c o n se r v a 

t i v e  "who has so m eth in g  s u b s t a n t ia l  t o  d e fen d  a g a in s t  th e  e r o s io n  o f  

ch a n g e , w h eth er  i t  be h i s  s t a t u s ,  r e p u t a t io n ,  pow er, o r ,  m ost commonly, 

p ro p erty " ; t h i r d ,  th e  p r a c t i c a l  c o n s e r v a t iv e  who "has r e c o g n iz e d  . . . 

th a t  h e  i s  a member o f  a  s o c i e t y  w orth  d e fe n d in g  a g a in s t  reform  and 

r e v o lu t io n " ;  and f o u r t h ,  th e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  c o n s e r v a t iv e  who j u s t i f i e s  

" th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o rd er  and g u a r d [s ]  a g a in s t  c a r e l e s s  t in k e r in g  and un

derm ined re fo r m ,"  who b e l i e v e s  c o n s e r v a t is m  i s  im p o rta n t " in  m a in ta in -

138in g  a s t a b l e  s o c i a l  o r d e r ."

The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i d e n t i f i e d  by R o s s i t e r  fo r  a l l  fo u r  k in d s  

o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  may a c t  a s  c o n t r o l l in g  and f o c u s in g  f a c t o r s  in  th e  

r h e t o r ic  and a c t io n  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t .  I f  th a t  i s  t r u e ,  t h e ir  

le a d e r s  w ould  n o t  sp eak  o r  a c t  in  a way t h a t  w ould en co u ra g e  su b s ta n 

t i a l  change in  l i f e ,  w ork , and en jo y m en t, f o r  ex a m p le . A ls o ,  i t  w ould  

mean th e y  w ould n o rm a lly  d e fen d  s t a t u s ,  r e p u t a t io n ,  pow er, and p ro p er ty . 

They w ould a l s o  d efen d  a g a in s t  reform  and r e v o lu t io n  th a t  w ould  under

m ine . th e ir  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s  . But more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  by t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  

r h e t o r ic  and a c t i o n ,  th e y  w ould j u s t i f y  th e  o ld  o r d e r  t h a t  worked so  

w e l l ,  th e y  w ould s a y ,  th rou gh  m ost o f  th e  two hundred y e a r s  o f  A m erica's 

h i s t o r y  and w ould work t o  r e g a in  a s t a b l e  s o c i a l  o r d e r .  In th e s e  w a y s, 

t h e i r  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i s m  w ould c o n s t r a in  o r  l i m i t  t h e i r  r h e t o r ic  and 

a c t i o n .  T hese f a c t o r s  c o u ld  a c c o u n t f o r  th e  k in d s  o f  argum ents and 

a p p e a ls  and f o r  th e  a u d ie n c e s  t h a t  may o r  may n o t  be p ersu ad ed  by such  

r h e t o r i c .
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R o s s i t e r  i s  a l s o  h e l p f u l ,  in  our u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

r h e t o r i c  and a c t io n  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t more p r e c i s e l y ,  by d i s 

t in g u is h in g  C o n serv a tism  from  o th e r  is m s . ’’From l e f t  t o  r i g h t ,"  a s  

R o s s i t e r  e x p la i n s ,  th e y  a r e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  r a d ic a ls  who a re  w i l l i n g  to  

r e s o r t  to  s u b v e r s io n  and v io l e n c e  a s  means to  s u p p la n t  th e  e x i s t i n g  

sy stem ; r a d ic a ls  who se e k  reform s th a t  a r e  j u s t  a s  " d e e p -c u tt in g "  but 

s to p  s h o r t  o f  su b v e r s io n  and v io l e n c e ;  l i b e r a l s  who a r e  " re a so n a b ly  

s a t i s f i e d "  w ith  th in g s  a s  th e y  a r e  y e t  s t i l l  b e l i e v e  th in g s  can be 

im proved; c o n s e r v a t iv e s  a s  d is c u s s e d  ab ove; " s t a n d p a t t i s t s ” who th in k  

" s o c ie t y  can be made s t a t i c "  and " fe a r  movement in  any d ir e c t io n " ;  

r e a c t i o n i s t s  who " s ig h  f o r  th e  p a s t ,"  th in k  o f  "a c e r t a in  tim e in  th e  

p a s t  . . . when men w ere b e t t e r  o f f , "  and a c t  r a d i c a l l y  to  " r o l l  back  

th e  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s  to  th e  tim e a t  w hich  h i s  countrym en f i r s t  w ent

f o o l i s h l y  a s tr a y " ;  r e v o lu t io n a r y  r e a c t i o n i s t s  who a r e  th e  same as r e -

139a c t i o n i s t s  b u t a r e  w i l l i n g  " to  u se  v io l e n c e ."

By u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  k in d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  id e o lo g y  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

R ig h t  s u b s c r ib e s  t o ,  we may more c l e a r l y  s e e  th e  fo c u s  or l i m i t s  o f  

t h e i r  r h e t o r i c  and a c t i o n .  S in c e ,  a s  R o s s i t e r  s a id ,  th e s e  p roceed  

from  l e f t  t o  r i g h t ,  th en  s ta n d p a t t is m , r e a c t io n is m , and r e v o lu t io n a r y  

r e a c t io n is m  a r e  to  th e  r ig h t  o f  c o n s e r v a t is m  and a r e  more c o n s e r v a t iv e  

than  c o n s e r v a t is m . The p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ca n n o t be c o n str u e d  a s  s ta n d 

p a t t i s t s ,  b e c a u se  th e y  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  c a l l i n g  f o r  movement and changes  

o f  a l l  k in d s;  n e i t h e r  a r e  th e y  r e v o lu t io n a r y  r e a c t i o n i s t s ,  b eca u se  

th e y  have in  no way r e s o r te d  t o  o r  condoned th e  u se  o f  v i o l e n c e .  But 

th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t le a d e r s  have lo n g ed  f o r  a r e tu r n  to  th e  p a s t ,  a 

g l o r i f i e d  tim e in  th e  p a s t ,  w h en -th ey  b e l i e v e  we w ere -b e t te r  o f f ,  and
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th e y  have worked to  r o l l  back  th e  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  to  a p e r io d  b e fo r e  

th e  p a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s  in  w h ich  L ib e r a lis m  has p r e v a i le d .

W hile le a d e r s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t th en  may b e c a te g o r iz e d  as  

a m ix tu re  o f  p h i lo s o p h ic a l ,  p r a c t i c a l ,  p o s s e s s i v e ,  and tem peram ental 

c o n s e r v a t is m , th e y  may be c h a r a c te r iz e d  by r e a c t i o n i s t  p o l i t i c s .  That 

i s ,  t h e i r  o u t lo o k  i s  tow ard an id e a l  p e r io d  in  th e  p a s t .  T h e ir  o u t lo o k  

may be la r g e r  than  m ere ly  lo o k in g  tow ard th e  p a s t ,  b u t th e y  c e r t a in ly  

a r e  o r ie n te d  tow ard th e  p a s t .  Such an o u t lo o k  w ould  l i m i t  t h e i r  

r h e t o r ic  and a c t io n  or d i r e c t  i t  t o  some d e g r e e  in  th a t  d i r e c t i o n .

By f o l lo w in g  R o s s i t e r * s  d i s t i n c t i o n s  one s t e p  f u r t h e r ,  we can  

e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  th e y  a r e  n o t ,  in  f a c t ,  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  b u t u l t r a 

c o n s e r v a t iv e s .  R o s s i t e r  d i s t in g u i s h e s  th r e e  m ajor c a t e g o r ie s :  f i r s t ,

u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  su ch  a s  W illia m  F . B u c k le y , J r .  and Josep h  

M cCarthy, c h a r a c te r iz e d  by an " e x tr a o r d in a r y  m ix tu re  o f  so b e r  c o n se r v a 

t is m , t im id  s ta n d p a t t is m , and an gry  r e a c t io n  . . . w ith  a  c a r e le s s  

p en ch an t f o r  r a d ic a l  m ethods . . . s e c o n d , m id d lin g  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  

su ch  a s  form er p r e s id e n t s  H oover and E isen h o w er , a b le  " to  a s s e n t  to  

th e  uncom prom ising s t r i c t u r e s  o f  th o se  to  t h e i r  r i g h t  and to  th e  temp

e r a t e  judgm ents o f  th o s e  to  t h e i r  im m ediate l e f t " ;  and t h ir d ,  l i b e r a l  

c o n s e r v a t iv e s  su ch  as E a r l Warren and N e lso n  R o c k e f e l l e r ,  c h a r a c te r iz e d

a s  more " f l e x i b l e ,  t h o u g h t f u l ,  and c h a r i t a b le ,  th an  o th e r s  on th e  

140R ig h t."  Based on R o s s i t e r ' s  d e f i n i t i o n s  and e x a m p le s , th e  p o l i t i c a l

R ig h t may be c a t e g o r iz e d  a s  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t iv e  (1 )  b e c a u se  th e y  are  

c e r t a i n l y  n o t  l i b e r a l  or m id d lin g  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  and (2 )  b e c a u s e ,  a s  

V ig u e r ie  s a y s ,  th e y  a r e  d e sc e n d a n ts  o f  Josep h  M cC arthy.
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We w ould  e x p e c t  th e  d is c o u r s e " th e y  in tr o d u c e d  in t o  th e  s i t u a 

t io n  w ould be c o n d it io n e d  by t h e i r  commitment to  u lt r a -c o n s e r v a t is m ;  

t h e i r  r h e t o r ic  and a c t io n  w ould th u s be c h a r a c te r iz e d  by more r a d ic a l  

m ethods and l e s s  co m p rom ise--a  d e f i n i t e  c o n s t r a in in g ,  i n h i b i t i n g ,  or  

c o n t r o l l in g  f a c t o r .

C o n s tr a in ts  on th e  R e l ig io u s  R ig h t . As th e  c o n s t r a in t  fo r  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t i s  t h e i r  commitment to  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  th e  c o n 

s t r a i n t  fo r  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t i s  t h e i r  commitment to  F undam enta lism .

A commitment to  F undam entalism  means b e in g  com m itted  to  th e  id e a s

in h e r e n t  in  su ch  c o n c e p ts  a s  P u r ita n ism , B ib l i c i s m ,  A m erican ism , and 

141e v a n g e lis m . B ecau se  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  h o ld  to  su ch  id e a s  p a s s io n a t e ly

r a th e r  th an  p a s s i v e l y ,  th e y  a r e  a c t i v i s t i c  in  d e fe n d in g  and p r o c la im in g

142them . O b v io u s ly , su ch  id e a s ,  h e ld  so  p a s s i o n a t e ly ,  a re  c o m b u stib le  

and th u s w ould in f la m e  them t o  d e f e n s iv e n e s s ,  a c t iv i s m ,  and p e r s u a s io n .  

H ow ever, th o se  same id e a s  a c t  e q u a lly  a s  r e t a r d a n t s ,  th a t  i s ,  th e y  

i n h i b i t  r h e t o r i c - - t h e  a c t iv i s m  and p e r s u a s io n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t l e a d 

e r s  l i k e  F a l w e l l .

F undam entalism  grew o u t o f  ground plow ed by th e  P u r i t a n s , 

e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  f i e l d s  o f  m oral s e p a r a t ism  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i s m .  

Though F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  have ebbed and flo w ed  in  t h e ir  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v 

ism , th e y  have adam antly  ad h ered  to  th e  s t r i c t  m oral s e p a r a t ism  in h e r -

143i t e d  from th e P u r i t a n s .  And th e y  a r e  i n s i s t e n t  th a t  p e o p le  in

" C h r is t ia n  A m erica" sh o u ld  l i v e  by t h e i r  s e p a r a t i s t  m o r a l i t y .  F a l w e l l ,

144in  f a c t ,  b e l i e v e s  in  " se p a r a tio n "  and i n s i s t s  th a t  A m erica m ust come 

back to  a m o r a li ty  th a t  i s  n o th in g  more or  l e s s  th an  P u r ita n  m o r a l i t y .

80



www.manaraa.com

a p p lie d  to  th e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n .  The commitment by F a lw e l l  and th e

r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  to  th e  s t r i c t  and s e p a r a t i s t  m o r a li ty  o f  th e  P u r ita n s

im p e ls  them to  e n te r  what th e y  p e r c e iv e  a s  an im m oral s i t u a t i o n ,  and 

sp eak  ou t a g a in s t  i t .

But P u r ita n ism , w ith  i t s  c o n cep t o f  s e p a r a t is m , a l s o  w ould  

i n h i b i t  p a r t i c i p a t io n  by i t s  a d h e r e n ts .  They w ould e n t e r  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

aren a  o n ly  se ld o m , and o n ly  r e l u c t a n t l y ,  c a u t io u s ly ,  and w ith  s e l f -  

im posed l i m i t a t i o n s . F a l w e l l ,  p ro b a b ly  b ased  .on h is  P u r ita n  s e p a r a t is m  

denounced  th e  churchmen who w ere in v o lv e d  in  th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  th e  1 9 6 0 s ,  

fo r  ex a m p le . He s t i l l  en g a g es  in  p o l i t i c s  o n ly  a s  a p r iv a t e  c i t i z e n

and n o t  a s  a p r e a c h e r , w hich  may b e an in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  i n h i b i t i o n  he

f e e l s  .

B ib l ic is m  may be d e f in e d  a s  th e  id e a  th a t  th e  B ib le  i s  a b s o 

l u t e l y  in e r r a n t  in  even  one i o t a  and i s  c o m p le te ly  a u t h o r i t a t iv e  n o t  

o n ly  in  d o c t r in e s  b u t e q u a l ly  in  th e  m o r a li ty  i t  p r e s c r i b e s .  F a l w e l l ,  

fo r  exa m p le , r e f e r s  t o  t h i s  id e a  when he u s e s  th e  p h ra se  " B ib l i c a l  

m o r a li ty ."  B ut i t  i s  im p o rta n t to  remember t h a t  w hat F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  

mean, F a lw e l l  in c lu d e d , i s  th a t  t h e i r  in t e r p r e t a t io n s  o f  th e  m oral 

p r e s c r ip t io n s  in  th e  B ib le  a r e  in e r r a n t  and a u t h o r i t a t i v e .  But w hat 

ab ou t th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  b etw een  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  and ev en  o th e r  v e r y  co n 

s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s  and betw een  them and more l i b e r a l  C h r is t ia n s ,  

th e r e  a r e  v a s t  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  t h e i r  in t e r p r e t a t io n s  o f  w hat e x a c t l y  i s  

m oral and immoral a c c o r d in g  to  th e  B ib le ?  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  ta k e  th e  

a u t h o r i t a r ia n  s ta n c e  t h a t ,  in  t h e i r  in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  B i b l i c a l  m ora l

i t y ,  th e y  a r e  r i g h t  and ev ery o n e  e l s e  i s  w rong. B u t, a s  J o r s ta d

a r g u e s , th e  B i b l i c a l  m o r a li ty  grow in g  o u t o f  t h e i r  m in o r ity  and narrow
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i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  B i b l e  i s  n o t  m o r a l i t y  b u t  m o ra lism , j u s t  a s

s e c u l a r  a s  the  m ora lism  o f  s e c u la r  humanism, b e c a u s e  i t ,  t o o ,  i s  more

£ ,  145o f  man than  o f  God.

B u t ,  a s  t h e i r  v ie w  o f  th e  B i b l e  m o t iv a t e s  them to  i n j e c t  i n t o  

s o c i e t y  t h e i r  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y ,  and g iv e n  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  

B i b l e  i t  w ould be a lm o s t  a c o m p u ls io n ,  i t  a l s o  r e s t r i c t s  them from  

in t r u d in g  i n t o  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  m o ra l,  o r  t h a t  th e y  c a n n o t  i n  some 

way c o n s tr u e  a s  m o r a l ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  B i b l e .  

T h e ir  v ie w  o f  th e  B i b l e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  can  have a c o n s t r a i n i n g  e f f e c t .

A m ericanism  i s  th e  n o t io n  t h a t  America i s  a C h r i s t i a n  n a t i o n ,  

b u i l t  on B i b l i c a l  and C h r i s t i a n  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and g u id ed  by the Judeo-  

C h r i s t ia n  e t h i c  or  m o r a l i t y .  I t  i s  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  we a r e ,  a s  the  

P le d g e  o f  A l l e g i a n c e  s a y s ,  "one n a t io n  under God," t h a t  i t  i s  r i g h t  t o  

have " In  God We T ru st"  stamped on a l l  our c o i n s ,  t h a t  we ou gh t to  have  

p ra y er  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  t h a t  we c a n n o t  and sh o u ld  n o t  t r y  to  ta k e  

God o u t  o f  govern m en t, and t h a t  t h i s  n a t i o n ,  so  e n r ic h e d  by God, i s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  be Godly i n  i t s  m o r a l i t y .  The sym bols  o f  A m ericanism  

a r e  th e  B i b l e  and th e  f l a g ,  and b o th  a r e  prom inent i n  m ost Fundam ental

i s t  ch u rch es  and . s c h o o l s .  God and c o u n tr y  a r e  f a v o r i t e  themes i n  t h e i r  

p r e a c h in g .  R ed, w h i t e ,  and b lu e  dom inate  th e  d e c o r  a t  many o f  t h e i r  

m e e t i n g s .

I t  i s  a paradox t h a t  F u n d a m e n ta l i s t s ,  c a l l i n g  f o r  a new a l l i a n c e  

betw een  God and governm ent, church  and s t a t e ,  r e l i g i o n  and p o l i t i c s ,  

have come m o s t ly  from B a p t i s t s  who c o n c e iv e d ,  g u id e d ,  and guarded th e  

d o c t r in e  o f  s e p a r a t io n  o f  church and s t a t e  i n  America and who have  

p io n e e r e d  and p r o t e c t e d  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  b o th  freedom  o f  r e l i g i o n  and
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freedom  from r e l i g i o n .  B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  A m erica i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  God, 

i t  i s  n a t u r a l  t h a t  F u n d a m e n ta l i s t s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t  b e l i e f ,  w ould  be  

co m p e lled  t o  e n t e r  th e  p o l i t i c a l  aren a  p r e a c h in g  a C h r i s t i a n  m o r a l i t y  

f o r  a C h r i s t i a n  A m erica .

But t h i s  v e r y  commitment to  A m er ica ,  w i t h  i t s  un iq u e  s e p a r a t io n  

o f  church and s t a t e  and th e  s a n c t i t y  o f  t h a t  s e p a r a t i o n ,  n o t  o n ly  im pels  

them to  come to  i t s  d e f e n s e  i f  th e y  f e e l  i t  i s  i n  t r o u b l e ,  b u t  a l s o  

p r o h i b i t s  them , a t  l e a s t  some o f  them, from d o in g  and s a y in g  t h in g s  

t h a t  th e y  th in k  w ould  j e o p a r d iz e  th e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  and c h u r c h .  

T h e ir  commitment t o  the id e a  o f  A m erican ism , a C h r i s t i a n  A m erica ,  can  

b oth  im p e l and i n h i b i t  t h e i r  r h e t o r i c  and a c t i o n .  We must remember 

t h a t  some o f  th e  v e r y  F u n d a m e n ta l is t s  who a r e  now th e  m ost a c t i v e  in  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  in  A m erica a r e  th e  ones who s t a y e d  o u t  o f  p o l i 

t i c s  b e c a u se  th e y  th ou gh t i t  was a v i o l a t i o n  o f  church and s t a t e .

As im p ortan t  a s  t h e s e  F u n d a m e n t a l i s t i c  id e a s  w ere i n  m o t iv a t in g  

and i n h i b i t i n g  th e  r h e t o r i c  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  i n  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 9 7 0 s ,  t h e i r  id e a  o f  e v a n g e l i s m  was th e  most  

im p o r ta n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  F a l w e l l .  E v a n g e l ism  i s  th e  id e a  in  a l l  o f  

C h r i s t i a n i t y - - C a t h o l i c ,  P r o t e s t a n t ,  E v a n g e l i c a l ,  C h a r is m a t ic ,  b u t  

e s p e c i a l l y  F u n d a m e n ta l is t  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  t h a t  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e i r  p e o p le

146and p r e a c h e r s ,  a r e  t o  "go i n t o  a l l  th e  w o r ld  and preach  th e  G o s p e l ."

The G osp el o f  Matthew r e c o r d s  t h a t  J e s u s  s a i d  t o  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  a t  th e

l a s t  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  " A l l  a u t h o r i t y  i s  g iv e n  un to  me i n  h eaven  and i n

e a r th ;  go  y e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  and make d i s c i p l e s  o f  a l l  n a t i o n s ,  b a p t i z i n g

them in  th e  name o f  th e  F a t h e r ,  Son , and Holy G h o st ,  and t e a c h in g  them

to  o b s e r v e  a l l  t h in g s  th a t  I  have  commanded y o u .  And l o ,  I  am w ith  you
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147a lw a y s ,  ev en  t o  th e  end o f  th e  e a r t h ."  Sometimes c a l l e d  " th e  Great

C om m ission,"  i t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  r a i s o n  de e t a t  o f  C h r i s t ia n  c h u r c h e s .

To t h e  ch u rch es  o f  th e  R ig h t ,  i . e . ,  E v a n g e l i c a l s  and Fundamen

t a l i s t s ,  i t  i s  th e  c a t a l y s t  o f  a l l  th e y  do and s a y .  I t  i s  th e  c a l l  

above a l l  o t h e r  c a l l s  upon th e  p e o p le  and p r e a c h e r s  o f  t h e i r  c h u r c h e s .

I t  i s  more th an  a c h a l l e n g e  o r  a com m ission ; i t  i s  a c a l l  i n  th e  form  

o f  a  mandate t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  o b l i g a t e d  t o  o b e y .  No m a t te r  what  

e l s e  a F u n d a m e n ta l is t  p r e a c h e r  d o e s ,  t o  obey  th e  c a l l  o f  God to  p rea ch  

th e  g o s p e l  i s  upperm ost in  h i s  mind i f  he i s  a t r u e  or  t y p i c a l  Funda

m e n t a l i s t  C h r i s t i a n .  T h is  c a l l ,  f o r  exam p le ,  i s  what has moved Funda

m e n t a l i s t s  to  be p io n e e r s  i n  th e  u s e  o f  mass m ed ia .  They w ere among 

t h e  f i r s t  and u n d o u b ted ly  th e  m ost p r o l i f i c  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  groups in  

t h e i r  u s e  o f  r a d io  f o r  p r e a c h in g .  And th e  same i s  t r u e  o f  t e l e v i s i o n .  

A l s o ,  t h i s  c a l l  has l e d  them to  b u i l d  b i g  c h u r c h e s ,  s t a r t  new o n e s ,  

and en gage  i n  m is s io n s  i n  most c o u n t r i e s  o f  th e  w o r ld .

They a r e  c a l l e d  by God, th e y  b e l i e v e ,  t o  p rea ch  th e  g o s p e l  t o  

th e  w h o le  w o r ld ;  the  c a l l  i s  the  e s s e n c e  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

and e s p e c i a l l y  F undam enta lism . The f a r t h e r  to  th e  R ig h t ,  th e  more 

c o n s c io u s  one i s  o f  a c a l l  t o  e v a n g e l i s m .  A cco rd in g  t o  E v a n g e l i c a l  and 

F u n d a m e n ta l is t  d o c t r i n e ,  th e  c a l l  t o  p reach  th e  g o s p e l  i s  n o t  t h e  o n ly  

c a l l  God g i v e s ,  bu t God c a l l s  h i s  p e o p le  to  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  s e r v i c e  

and o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  and may be v e r y  s p e c i f i c .  F a l w e l l ,  f o r  ex a m p le ,  

would s a y ,  l i k e  m ost c o n s e r v a t i v e  p a s t o r s ,  t h a t  he was n o t  o n ly  c a l l e d  

to  p rea ch  b u t a l s o  t o  be th e  p a s to r  o f  a s p e c i f i c  c h u r c h ,  th e  Thomas 

Road B a p t i s t  Church, w h ich  he s t a r t e d ,  he b e l i e v e s ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  

c a l l  o f  God.
«
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A " c a l l"  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  w hat co n v in c e d  F a l w e l l  t o  e n t e r  th e

p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  d u r in g  th e  1 9 7 0 s .  About h i s  e n t e r i n g  th e  p o l i t i c a l

s i t u a t i o n ,  F a l w e l l  s a y s ,  " I  have a d i v i n e  mandate t o  go r i g h t  i n t o  the

h a l l s  o f  C ongress  and f i g h t  f o r  law s t h a t  w i l l  s a v e  A m er ica .  He [God]

148has c a l l e d  me t o  ta k e  t h i s  a c t i o n . "  F a l w e l l  rea so n ed  t h a t  a f r e e

Am erica and a f r e e  ch urch  w ere n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  g o s p e l  t o  be preached

t o  th e  w h o le  w o r ld ,  t h a t  A m erica has been  th e  la u n c h in g  pad from w hich

th e  ch u rch es  have s e n t  th e  g o s p e l  i n t o  o r b i t  l i t e r a l l y  around th e

e a r t h ,  an d , t h a t ,  i f  th e r e  w ere no A m erica , th e r e  w ould  be no p la c e

from w hich  to  la u n ch  t h e i r  p r e a c h in g .  America h e  b e l i e v e s ,  i s  th e

l a s t  f r e e  n a t io n  i n  w h ich  th e r e  a r e  ch u rch es  s t i l l  com m itted  to  J e s u s '

c a l l  t o  p rea ch  h i s  g o s p e l ,  F a l w e l l  s a y s :

I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  God i s  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  A m erica y e t .  America  
has more G o d - fe a r in g  c i t i z e n s  per  c a p i t a  th an  any o th e r  n a t i o n  
on e a r t h .  There a r e  m i l l i o n s  o f  A m ericans who lo v e  God, d e c e n c y ,  
and b i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y .  N orth  Am erica i s  th e  l a s t  l o g i c a l  b a se  
f o r  w orld  e v a n g e l i z a t i o n .  W hile  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  God c o u ld  u s e  
any n a t i o n  or means p o s s i b l e  to  sp rea d  th e  g o s p e l  t o  th e  w o r ld ,  
i t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  th a t  we h ave  th e  c h u r c h e s ,  th e  s c h o o l s ,  th e  
young p e o p le ,  th e  m ed ia ,  th e  money, and t h e  means o f  s p r e a d in g  
th e  g o s p e l  w or ld w id e  in  our l i f e t i m e .  God lo v e s  a l l  th e  w o r ld ,  
n o t  j u s t  A m erica . However, I  am c o n v in c e d  t h a t  our freedom s  
a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  w o r ld  e v a n g e l i s m  i n  t h i s  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  14-9

And i n  an i n t e r v i e w ,  F a l w e l l  e x p la in e d :

In  o r d e r  f o r  th e  ch u rch es  in  A m erica t o  e v a n g e l i z e  th e  w o r ld  we 
n eed  th e  en v ironm en t o f  freedom  in  Am erica t h a t  w i l l  p e r m it  
us to  do i t .  I f  w e, th rou gh  M oral M a jo r i ty  and o th e r  su ch  o r g a 
n i z a t i o n s ,  can  p r o t e c t  and p r e s e r v e  th o s e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  America  
w i l l  s t a y  f r e e ,  so  t h a t  th e  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  o f  th e  g o s p e l - - w o r ld  
e v a n g e l i z a t i o n - - c a n  be pursued  by th e  c h u r c h e s .  . . .  I  am 
f u l l y  e x p e c t i n g  betw een  now and th e  coming o f  th e  Lord t h a t  t h i s  
w o rld  i s  g o in g  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  a s p i r i t u a l  aw akening u n l i k e  a n y
t h in g  i n  th e  p a s t .  There i s '  g o in g  to  be an in v a s io n  o f  God on 
t h i s  p l a n e t ,  and ch a n g in g  o f  l i v e s :  r e a l  b i b l i c a l  e v a n g e l i s m .
There i s  g o in g  t o  be a t e r r i f i c  h a r v e s t  o f  s o u l s  somewhere
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betw een  h e r e  and th e  R a p tu re .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  God’s r o l e  f o r  
A m erica i s  as  a c a t a l y s t ,  th a t  he w ants  to  s e t  th e  s p i r i t u a l  
t im e bomb o f f  r i g h t  h e r e .  I f  t h a t  i s  the  c a s e ,  Am erica must 
s t a y  f r e e .  And f o r  America to  s t a y  f r e e  we must come back
t o  th e  o n ly  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  God can  honor: th e  d i g n i t y  o f
l i f e ,  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l y ,  d e c e n c y ,  m o r a l i t y ,  and s o  o n .
I  j u s t  s e e  m y s e l f  as one to  s ta n d  i n  th e  gap an d , under God, 
w it h  th e  h e lp  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  o t h e r s  [ t h e  M oral M a j o r i t y ] ,  t o  
b r in g  th e  n a t io n  back t o  a m oral s ta n d a r d  s o  we can s t a y  f r e e  
i n  o r d e r  t h a t  we can e v a n g e l i z e  th e  w o r ld .

A m erica must e x i s t ,  F a l w e l l  i n s i s t s ,  must be f r e e ,  must in s u r e

r e l i g i o u s  freed o m , and i n  o rd er  to  do t h a t ,  must be s t r o n g ,  th u s  th e  

em phasis on a s t r o n g  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e .  F a l w e l l  e n te r e d  th e  s i t u a t i o n  

in  o r d e r  t o  g u a r a n te e  a f r e e  A m erica and f r e e  ch u rch es  s o  he m ig h t ,  

a lo n g  w i t h  o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n s ,  c a r r y  out th e  c a l l  o f  God t o  w h ich  he i s  

u l t i m a t e l y  c o m m itte d -- t o  e v a n g e l i z e  th e  w o r ld .  F a l w e l l ' s  c a l l  t o  g e t  

in v o lv e d  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  th e n ,  was n o t  s e p a r a t e  or u n r e la t e d  to  h i s  c a l l

t o  p reach  th e  g o s p e l .  The c a l l  t o  p o l i t i c s  was an e x t e n s i o n  o f  th e

c a l l  t o  p reach  and had t o  be obeyed t h e  same as  th e  c a l l  t o  preach  or  

any o t h e r  c a l l  o f  God. F a l w e l l  f e l t  a c a l l  from God t o  s e c u r e  th e  

r i g h t  and freedom  t o  k eep  on p r e a c h in g  th e  g o s p e l .  He was n o t  r e sp o n d 

in g  to  th e  c a l l  t o  go i n t o  p o l i t i c s  f o r  p o l i t i c s '  s a k e ,  b u t ,  b e c a u se

o f  h i s  commitment to  p r e a c h ,  he was re s p o n d in g  t o  a c a l l  t o  p r e s e r v e

th e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  p r e a c h .  We may i n f e r  from F a l w e l l ' s  e x p la n a t io n s  t h a t  

he b e l i e v e s  he e n te r e d  p o l i t i c s  f o r  th e  g o s p e l ' s  s a k e .

But what i s  e q u a l l y  im p o rta n t  i s  t h a t  F a l w e l l ' s  p r i o r  and 

p r eem p tiv e  commitment to  p r e a c h in g  th e  g o s p e l  has d e term in ed  t h e  l i m i t s  

and e x t e n t  and n a tu r e  o f  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  p o l i t i c s  t o  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

d e g r e e .  For ex a m p le ,  h i s  commitment to  b e in g  a p r e a c h e r  and p a s t o r  i s  

th e  r e a s o n  he s a y s  he w ould  n o t  run f o r  p u b l i c  o ff ice .'* " '^  As he s a id

86



www.manaraa.com

a t  th e  New Hampshire r a l l y :

W e're n o t  o u t  t o  run th e  governm ent; we d o n ' t  want t o  do t h a t .
I  c a n ' t  im agine  a p r e a c h e r  o f  th e  g o s p e l  h a v in g  t im e t o  w orry  
ab ou t t h a t .  I  h ave  a c a l l i n g  . . .  to  p rea ch  th e  g o s p e l  and  
to  p a s t o r  a ch u rch .  And I  c a n ' t  im agine  one c a l l e d  to  th e  
m in i s t r y  s t e p p in g  down t o  do a n y th in g  else .-*--^

W hile  one may s a y  t h a t  F a l w e l l  i s  b l in d  to  h i s  own p o l i t i c a l  i n v o l v e 

ment i n  l i g h t  o f  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h a t  he  i s  sp e n d in g  enormous t im e  

w o rry in g  a b o u t  ru n n in g  th e  governm ent, and t h a t  he r e a l l y  has s te p p e d  

down, s o  to  s p e a k ,  to  a l i f e  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  th e r e  i s  a n o th e r  way o f  lo o k 

in g  a t  i t .  He s e e s  w hat he i s  d o in g  a s  f u l f i l l i n g  h i s  c a l l  t o  p reach  

th e  g o s p e l .  He i s  p r e a c h in g  a p o l i t i c a l  g o s p e l  i n  o r d e r  to  s a v e  th e  

p r i v i l e g e  t o  p reach  th e  C h r i s t i a n  g o s p e l .  The o n e ,  he b e l i e v e s ,  i s  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  th e  o t h e r .  The form er i s ,  under such  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  an 

e x t e n s i o n  o f  th e  l a t t e r .

I f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  p o l i t i c s  i s  th e  s i d e l i n e ,  n o t  the  m a in l i n e ,  

in v o lv e m e n t  o f  h i s  l i f e  b o th  a s  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  and as  a p r e a c h e r ,  

ev en  as  a p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h e r .  A f t e r  F a l w e l l  had e x p la in e d  to  an i n t e r 

v ie w e r  t h a t  Am erica must s t a y  f r e e  and s t r o n g  " in  o rd er  t h a t  we can  

e v a n g e l i z e  th e  w o r ld ,"  th e  in t e r v i e w e r  r e sp o n d e d ,  " I f  you have t o  go  

on TV and be a showman, a money r a i s e r ,  a p rom oter ,  i t  i s  b e c a u se

e v e r y t h in g  f e e d s  i n t o  t h a t  o v e r r id in g  purpose?"  and F a l w e l l  a n sw ered ,

153" I t  d oes  in d e e d ."  That b e in g  th e  c a s e ,  h i s  commitment to  e v a n g e l is m  

w i l l  l i m i t  h i s  in v o lv e m e n t  in  p o l i t i c s  to  some e x t e n t .

What im p e l le d  th e  New R ig h t  l e a d e r s ,  b o th  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i 

g i o u s ,  to  g e t  in v o lv e d  i n  p o l i t i c s  was t h e i r  commitment to  i d e o l o g y .

But id e o l o g y  a l s o  i n h i b i t e d  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  th a t  i s ,  i t  d e term in ed

th e  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  th e  n a t u r e ,  and th e  u s e s  o f  t h e i r  r h e t o r i c  and a c t i o n ,
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e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t .  For F a l w e l l ,  h i s  commitment to  

th e  id e a s  o f  F u n d a m e n ta l is m --P u r ita n ism ,  B i b l i c i s m ,  A m erican ism , and 

e v a n g e l i s m --w a s  d o u b le -e d g e d  i n  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  gave h i s  r h e t o r i c  

b o th  i t s  m o t iv a t io n s  and l i m i t a t i o n s .

F a l w e l l  s e t  th e  agenda o f  i s s u e s  t o  be a d d r e s s e d ,  m oral more 

than* p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s . He to o k  th e  agenda o f  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  by th e  

p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t  and tu rn ed  them i n t o  m oral i s s u e s . The m e n t a l i t y  o f  

m o r a l i t y . f r o m  the r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  i . e . ,  th e  F u n d a m e n ta l is t  m e n t a l i t y ,  

p r e v a i l e d  a s  i s  d em o n str a ted  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  i s s u e s ,  w hich  co u ld  

n o t  be c o n s tr u e d  t o  be m o r a l ,  l a r g e l y  d is a p p e a r e d  from th e  New R ig h t  

r h e t o r i c  or  w ere tran sform ed  i n t o  m oral i s s u e s . The Equal R ig h ts  

Amendment, f o r  ex a m p le ,  was tran sform ed  i n t o  a t h r e a t  t o  th e  t r a d i 

t i o n a l  f a m i l y  o f  th e  J u d e o -C h r i s t ia n  e t h i c .  In  f a c t ,  n o t  o n ly  th e  

p u r e ly  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  d is a p p e a r e d  b u t  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t  l e a d e r s  w ere  

submerged by th e  w aves o f  m edia a t t e n t i o n  to  l e a d e r s  o f  the  r e l i g i o u s  

R ig h t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  F a l w e l l .  O ther than in  t h e i r  own p u b l i c a t i o n s  su ch  

a s  The New R ig h t  R ep ort and C o n s e r v a t iv e  D i g e s t , r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  i s  

heard  from or  a b ou t D o la n ,  W eyrich ,  P h i l l i p s ,  and V ig u e r i e  in  1980 .

I t  was n o t  t h a t  th e y  w ere l e s s  a c t i v e ,  b u t  F a l w e l l  loomed s o  l a r g e  in  

th e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  room l e f t  f o r  them t o  be v e r y  v i s i b l e .  

F a l w e l l  became th e  spokesman n o t  o n ly  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  but f o r  

th e  New R ig h t ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  r e l i g i o u s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  th e  

p u b l ic  m ind . And, as  the spokesm an, v i s i b l e ,  v o c a l ,  and v o l a t i l e ,  he  

d eterm in ed  and dom inated  th e  agenda o f  i s s u e s  t h a t  would be r a i s e d .
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C hapter 3 

THE MESSAGE

B oth  th e  M oral M a jo r i ty  and th e  L i b e r a l s ,  a s  m ight be e x p e c te d  

o f  c o m b a ta n ts ,  o f t e n  m isu n d e r s to o d  and m is r e p r e s e n t e d  each  o t h e r ’s 

m essage  d u r in g  and a f t e r  th e  1980 cam paign . R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  F a l w e l l  

and o t h e r s  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r i ty  th o u g h t  many d e t r a c t o r s  had t r e a t e d  

them u n f a i r l y ,  I  a sk ed  N e ls o n  K een er ,  c h i e f  o p e r a t io n s  o f f i c e r  o f  O ld-  

Time G o sp e l Hour and c e r t a i n l y  one o f  F a l w e l l ’ s in n e r  c i r c l e  s i n c e  th e  

t e l e v i s i o n  m in i s t r y  i s  th e  s o u r c e  o f  m ost o f  t h e i r  f u n d s ,  what I  c o u ld  

do t o  be f a i r  to  them . He answ ered  w ith o u t  h e s i t a t i n g ,  "Hear us o u t .  

Hear us c l e a r  th rou gh  on th e  i s s u e s T h e n  h e  r e c o u n te d  what he f e l t  

was a t y p i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  F a l w e l l  may be s p e a k in g  a t  a c o n f e r e n c e ,  f o r  

ex a m p le ,  w i t h  an a u d ie n c e  composed m o s t ly  o f  F u n d a m e n t a l i s t s ,  a h i g h l y  

s e c t a r i a n  a u d ie n c e ,  and may make s ta te m e n t s  t h a t  he f e e l s  do n o t  have  

to  be e x p la in e d  t o  t h a t  a u d ie n c e  b e c a u s e  he knows th e y  u n d e r s ta n d .  In  

t h a t  s e c t a r i a n  a u d ie n c e  i s  a j o u r n a l i s t  who i s  d o in g  an a r t i c l e  on 

F a l w e l l  and th e  Moral M a j o r i t y .  He ta k e s  down some o f  t h e  more s im 

p l i s t i c  and v o l a t i l e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  i s o l a t e d  from  t h e i r  c o n t e x t ,  and th en  

makes them a p a r t  o f  h i s  r e p o r t  f o r  a s e c u l a r  m a g a z in e ,  n ew sp ap er ,  or  

t e l e v i s i o n  program w h ich  has a p l u r a l i s t i c  a u d ie n c e .  I f  th e  r e p o r t e r  

or r e s e a r c h e r  i s  n o t  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  C h r i s t i a n ,  he may n o t  know th e  

background or  en v iron m en t o f  some o f  th e  s t a t e m e n t s .  T hus, F a l w e l l ,  

whose v ie w s  on th e  i s s u e s  a r e  o f t e n  s p l i c e d  i n t o  a r t i c l e s  or  o t h e r
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r e p o r t s  o u t  o f  t h e i r  c o n t e x t ,  may be made to  appear more s i m p l i s t i c ,

2
c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  or  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  than he r e a l l y  i s  a c c o r d in g  t o  K enner .

The r a t i o n a l e  o f  t h i s  su r v e y  o f  F a l w e l l 1s argum ents and a p p e a ls  

i s  t h a t  we can b e s t  u n d erstan d  them by a l l o w i n g  him t o  sp eak  f o r  him

s e l f .  The s u b s ta n c e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e n ,  i s  t o  r e p o r t  th o r o u g h ly  

th e  argum ents and a p p e a ls  r e g a r d in g  th e  m oral i s s u e s  F a l w e l l  a d d r e s s e d .  

In  s u b s e q u e n t  c h a p t e r s ,  an e v a l u a t i o n  w i l l  be u n d erta k en  on  th e  n a tu r e  

o f  th e  p e r s u a s i v e  methods em ployed to  communicate h i s  argum ents and 

a p p e a l s ,  t h e i r  e t h i c a l i t y ,  and e f f e c t i v e n e s s .

T h is  c h a p te r  w i l l  d e a l  f i r s t  w i t h  th e  p u rp o se s  o f  F a l w e l l  and 

h i s  m oral m a j o r i t y  t o  g i v e  a s e n s e  o f  t h e i r  d i r e c t i o n  and to  p r o v id e  a 

c o n t e x t  f o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  h i s  argum ents and a p p e a l s .  S eco n d , th e  

u n d e r ly in g  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  w i l l  be  

d i s c u s s e d .  T h ir d ,  I  w i l l  argu e  t h a t  F a l w e l l  b a s e s  h i s  argum ents and  

a p p e a ls  on one c o n t r o l l i n g  p r e m i s e - - t h a t  th e  B i b l e  i s  th e  i n e r r a n t ,  

i n f a l l i b l e ,  and a u t h o r i t a t i v e  word o f  God. I  w i l l  a rg u e  t h a t ,  from  

o t h e r  p e r s p e c t i v e s  i t  may be  a p r e s u p p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t ,  from F a l w e l l ’s 

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i t  i s  a p rem ise  on w h ich  he b a s e s  h i s  e n t i r e  l i n e  o f  a r g u 

ments and a p p e a ls  in  b e h a l f  o f  m oral i s s u e s .  N e x t ,  I  w i l l  examine  

F a l w e l l ' s  argum ents and a p p e a ls ,  a s  w e l l  as  h i s  B i b l i c a l  p r e m ise  f o r  

e a c h ,  on th e  i s s u e s  he i n t e n t i o n a l l y  r a i s e d  and r e a c t e d  t o  and on an  

i s s u e  t h a t  a r o s e  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  o r  i n h e r e n t l y - - t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  church  

and s t a t e  and h i s  d e f e n s e  o f  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s

As a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l ,  o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  be in form ed  

by t h e  w h o le  body o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  b u t ,  by th e  n a tu r e

98



www.manaraa.com

and p la n  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  I  w i l l  f o c u s  more on t h e  " I  Love America"

s p e e c h e s  a s  t h i s  c h a p te r  d e v e l o p s .

The P u rp o ses  o f  F a l w e l l  and th e  M oral M a jo r i ty

F a l w e l l  has n o t  been  co y  or c l a n d e s t i n e  a b ou t h i s  own p u rp o ses  

o r  th e  p u rp o se s  o f  th e  M oral M a j o r i t y .  T here  a r e  s i x  o r  s e v e n  p ur

p o s e s  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  w r i t i n g s ,  s p e e c h e s ,  and i n t e r v i e w s .

One p u rp ose  i s  t o  c a l l  th e  n a t io n  back to  God and m o r a l i t y ,

i . e . ,  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y .  He t o l d  th e  N a t io n a l  A f f a i r s  B r i e f i n g  t h a t

he i s  com m itted ,  and ask ed  them t o  j o i n  h im , " t o  c a l l  th e  n a t io n  back
3

t o  God and m oral s a n i t y . "  "We, th e  C h r i s t i a n  p e o p le ,"  he d e c la r e d

a t  t h e  W a sh in g ton , D .C . ,  r a l l y ,  "have a d i v i n e  mandate to  b r in g  t h i s

n a t i o n  back t o  God." In an i n t e r v i e w ,  h e  s t a t e d ,  "What w e ’ re  t r y i n g

5to  a c c o m p li s h  . . . i s  a change i n  th e  n a t i o n ,  m o r a l l y ."  "Now th e

tim e has come when th e  g o o d , m oral m a j o r i t y  o f  A m ericans . . . n eed  to

s ta n d  up l i k e  a s l e e p i n g  g i a n t  awakening and become t h a t  f o r c e  f o r  God

6and f o r  t h e  r e tu r n  o f  t h i s  n a t io n  t o  m oral s a n i t y .  . . ."

A secon d  p u rp o se  i s  to  g i v e  a v o i c e  t o  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  A m eri

cans who a r e  m oral b u t  have  been  s i l e n t .  The pu rp ose  s t a t e d  in  t h e  

b roch u re  in t r o d u c in g  M oral M a j o r i t y ,  I n c . ,  i s  t h a t  i t  "was c r e a t e d  t o  

g i v e  a v o i c e  to  t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f  d e c e n t ,  law  a b i d i n g ,  G o d - fe a r in g  A m eri

cans who want to  do so m eth in g  a b o u t  th e  m oral d e c l i n e  o f  our c o u n tr y ." ^  

In  a s p e c i a l  ad in  th e  M oral M a jo r i ty  R e p o r t , he i d e n t i f i e d  M oral M ajor

i t y  "as a s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  group p r o v id in g  a v o i c e  f o r  a r e t u r n  to

8m oral s a n i t y .  . . ." A t t h e  New J e r s e y  r a l l y ,  F a l w e l l  bemoaned th e  

f a c t  t h a t  "we have a l lo w e d  a  m in o r i t y ,  a v e r y  s m a l l  m in o r i t y ,  t o  run

99



www.manaraa.com

t h i s  c o u n tr y  th e  l a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  and run i t  r i g h t  i n  th e  groun d . . . .

We b e l i e v e  i n  d i s s e n t ,  we b e l i e v e  in  what we have  b een  t r y i n g  t o  d o ,
9

and t h i s  i s  t o  t r y  and g e t  a l i t t l e  v o i c e  in  from th e  o u t s i d e . "  In

an  a r t i c l e  f o r  Logos J o u r n a l , he w ro te :

Moral M a jo r i ty  was formed t o  g i v e  a v o i c e  to  t h o s e  A m ericans  
who have b een  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  by th e  m ed ia ,  and by p a s t  Con
g r e s s e s  and p r e s i d e n t s .  We t h in k  p ro -m ora l A m ericans who pay  
t a x e s ,  send  t h e i r  son s  t o  f i g h t  in  our n a t i o n ' s  w a r s ,  and who 
a r e  h o n e s t ,  d e c e n t  c i t i z e n s ,  w ork ing  t o  b u i l d  Am erica i n s t e a d  
o f  t r y i n g  t o  t e a r  i t  down, d e s e r v e  t o  be  h eard  and have  t h e i r
i n f l u e n c e  f e l t  a t  th e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l s . 10

And t h a t  b r in g s  up a t h i r d  p u r p o se ,  i n f l u e n c i n g  governm ent a t  

a l l  l e v e l s .  "Our g o a l , "  h e  s a i d  in  a s p e c i a l  a r t i c l e  on why America  

n eed s  Moral M a j o r i t y ,  " i s  to  e x e r t  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u e n c e  on the. s p i r i 

tu a l  and m oral d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  n a t i o n .  . . At th e  South

D akota r a l l y ,  he s a i d  t h a t  M oral M a jo r i ty  i s  "a p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n

. . . com m itted  to  ch an g in g  m oral, v a lu e s  o f  th e  c o u n tr y  by l e g i s l a -  

12t i o n . "  In  th e  i n t e r v i e w  w it h  Tom Snyder on th e  "Tomorrow Show,"

F a l w e l l  ack now ledged  t h a t  t h e i r  pu rp ose  was " to  i n f l u e n c e  l e g i s l a -  

13t i o n . "  But he i n s i s t e d  in  th e  "Am erica, Y o u 'r e  Too Young to  Die"

t e l e v i s i o n  s p e c i a l  t h a t  " w e've  g o t  t o  i n f l u e n c e  governm ent i n  th e

14 ■ .r i g h t  w ay."  "We s im p ly  d e s i r e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  govern m en t,"  he w ro te  in

The F u n d a m e n ta l is t  Phenomenon. "̂* "We must c o n t in u e ,"  he s a y s ,  " to

e x e r t  a s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e  upon A m erica i f  our c h i l d r e n  and g r a n d c h i ld r e n

16a r e  to  e n jo y  th e  same freedom s t h a t  we have known."

A f o u r t h  p u rp o se  i s  to  r e g i s t e r  th e  p e o p l e ,  who b e l i e v e  a s  

th e y  d o ,  t o  v o t e ,  t o  in fo rm  them on th e  i s s u e s  and c a n d i d a t e s ,  and 

m o t iv a te  them to  go v o t e .  A t th e  F l o r id a  r a l l y ,  F a l w e l l  e x p la in e d :

100



www.manaraa.com

We p a id  a p o l l s t e r ,  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o l l s t e r ,  l a s t  f a l l ,  t o  co n 
d u c t  a p o l l  on a number o f  i s s u e s  and one o f  them was t o  f in d  
o u t  how many p e o p le  i n  our B i b l e - b e l i e v i n g  ch u rch es  w ere  n o t  
r e g i s t e r e d  to  v o t e .  We found t h a t  8 m i l l i o n  o f  our p e o p le  a r e  
n o t  ev en  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  v o t e .  So w e 'r e  v e r y  poor c i t i z e n s .
H e r e 's  w hat we d i d .  We b egan  to  e s t a b l i s h  and o r g a n iz e  Good 
C i t i z e n s h i p  Days in  our c h u r c h e s .  And, a s  a r e s u l t ,  o v e r  a 
m i l l i o n  have  b een  r e g i s t e r e d  s i n c e  December, an d , by God's  
g r a c e ,  w e 'r e  g o in g  to  r e g i s t e r  a l l  8 m i l l i o n  o f  them t h i s  y e a r .  
S e v e n ty  thousand  p a s t o r s .  I n  m ost s t a t e s ,  by th e  w ay , you c a n ,  
on Sunday m orn in g , you can b r in g  a d ep u ty  r i g h t  t o  th e  church  
and r e g i s t e r  ev ery b o d y  i n  t e n  m in u t e s .  And i t ' s  th e  m ost p a t r i o 
t i c  t h i n g  and good c i t i z e n s h i p  t h in g  a church can d o ,  and t o t a l l y  
l e g a l .  Now we p r e a c h e r s  n eed  t o  g e t  our c i t i z e n s  r e g i s t e r e d  to  
v o t e .  L e t  me t e l l  you p r e a c h e r s  how I  do i t  a t  Thomas Road 
[ B a p t i s t  C hu rch ],  We have 1 7 ,0 0 0  members, t h a t ' s  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  
our c i t y .  And on Sunday m orning , I ' l l  a s k ,  t h i s  i s  p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  
I ' l l  a sk  f o r  ev ery b o d y  in  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n  t h a t  has r e g i s t e r e d  
t o  v o t e  t o  s t a n d ,  I  mean th e  n e x t  e l e c t i o n ,  s t a n d .  And as  soon  
a s  t h e y ' r e  s t a n d i n g ,  I ' l l  s a y ,  'Now, lo o k  around a t  a l l  th e  b a ck 
s l i d e r s . '  Now I ' l l  s a y ,  'N e x t  w eek , w e 'r e  g o in g  to  do th e  same 
t h in g  a g a i n . '  And w h i l e  t h e y ' r e  s e a t e d ,  th o se  who a re  n o t  r e g 
i s t e r e d  to  v o t e  i n  th e  up-com ing e l e c t i o n ,  we p a ss  a s h e e t  i n t o  
t h e i r  hands t h a t  t e l l s  them o f  th e  c i t y  o f  Lynchburg and a l l  
th e  s u r r o u n d in g  c o u n t i e s ,  w here to  r e g i s t e r ,  when to  r e g i s t e r ,  
how t o  r e g i s t e r ,  and I  t e l l  them, 'N ex t  Sunday w e 'r e  g o in g  t o  
s ta n d  you a g a i n . '  The n e x t  Sunday, most o f  them a r e  r e g i s t e r e d ,  
and ab ou t th r e e  w eeks o f  t h a t  and y o u 'v e  g o t  a h u n d r e d -p e r c e n t -  
r e g i s t e r e d -  t o - v o t e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  read y  to  r e a l l y  be i n s t r u 
m en ta l  in  e s t a b l i s h i n g  good governm ent

At th e  N a t io n a l  A f f a i r s  B r i e f i n g ,  he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p urp ose

18must be t o  g e t  p e o p le  r e g i s t e r e d ,  in fo r m e d ,  and i n v o l v e d .  W r it in g

i n  Newsweek, h e  n o te d  t h a t ,

U n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  m ost p e o p le  a g ree d  t h a t  a b o r t io n  i s  m urder, th a t  
hom osexual p r a c t i c e  i s  p e r v e r s i o n  and t h a t  pornography i s  the  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  women and men. Now t h e  l i b e r a l s  t e l l  us t h e s e  
a r e  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s ,  n o t  m oral o n e s ,  and when we oppose t h e i r  
a t t e m p ts  to  l e g i s l a t e  and a d j u d i c a t e  what th e y  b e l i e v e ,  we a r e  
c a l l e d  ' a y a t o l l a h s '  who want to  l i n e  p e o p le  up a g a i n s t  th e  w a l l  
and s h o o t  them . Our g o a l  i s  t o  l i n e  p e o p le  up , a l l  r i g h t ,  but  
a t  th e  p o l l s

Our p u r p o se ,  he t o l d  the  South  Dakota r a l l y ,  i s  " j u s t  g e t t i n g  good

20C h r i s t i a n s  to  become good c i t i z e n s ." In  a s p e c i a l  a r t i c l e  com paring

M oral M a j o r i t y  and t h e i r  a d v e r s a r y ,  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  formed by t e l e v i 
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s i o n  ty c o o n  Norman L ear  c a l l e d  P e o p le  f o r  th e  Am erican Way, F a l w e l l

s a i d ,  " A l l  we a r e  a t t e m p t in g  to  do a t  M oral M a jo r i ty  i s  in v o lv e  a

21p r e v i o u s l y  u n in v o lv e d  c o n s t i t u e n c y  in  th e  A m erican p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s ."

A f i f t h  p u rp ose  i s  to  c o u n te r  l i b e r a l s  and t h e i r  c a n d id a t e s ,

program s, and p o l i c i e s .  He s a id  th e  "amoral m in o r i t y ,"  n o t  an immoral

m in o r i t y ,  had " g a in ed  c o n t r o l  o f  some v e r y  key  p a r t s  o f  government and

22l e a d e r s h i p  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y ."  In  a s p e c i a l  a r t i c l e  f o r  C o n s e r v a t iv e  

D i g e s t , he e x p la i n e d ,  " I  founded Moral M a jo r i ty  . . . n o t  t o  ta k e  ov er

the co u n try  . . . b u t  b e c a u se  I  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a m a j o r i t y  o f  d e c e n t  Amer

ic a n s  w ere f e d  up t o  th e  t e e t h  w i t h  h a v in g  t h e i r  v a lu e s  r e j e c t e d ,  and ,  

in  many c a s e s , r e v e r s e d  by th e  power o f  a governm ent t o  w hich  th e y  p a id  

t a x e s  and s e n t  son s  t o  f i g h t  i t s  w a r s ,"  meaning th e  l i b e r a l s  who have  

c o n t r o l l e d  governm ent f o r  th e  p a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  I t  was born a s  a 

r e s p o n s e  to  y e a r s  o f  l i b e r a l  i n s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and C h r is 

t i a n  m oral c o n c e r n s .  We had " to  s t o p  c r y i n g  and o r g a n iz e  t o  do some-

y >  '

,,24

23t h in g  ab ou t i t , "  he  s a i d .  He s a id  i t  a n o th e r  w ay, " I t ' s  n o t  enough

t o  c u r s e  th e  d a r k n e s s , we must l i g h t  some c a n d le s

A s i x t h  p u rp ose  i s  to  c r e a t e  a c e r t a i n  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and c l i 

mate n e c e s s a r y  t o  b r in g  ab ou t change in  th e  c o u n t r y .  At th e  South  

Dakota r a l l y ,  he a s k e d ,  "What's th e  pu rpose  [ o f  Moral M a jo r i ty ]? "  and 

a n sw ered , "Only one . . .  t o  i n j e c t  a m oral c l im a t e  one more t im e  i n t o

th e  Am erican s o c i e t y  s o  t h a t  governm ent f i n d s  i t  e a s i e r  to  do r i g h t

25[ a s  M oral M a j o r i t y  d e f i n e s  i t ]  th a n  to  do w rong ."  A l s o ,  he p r o t e s t s

th e  a c c u s a t i o n s  th a t  th e y  a r e  t r y i n g  to  ta k e  c o n t r o l  o f  governm ent:

W e're n o t  t r y i n g  t o  c o n t r o l  governm ent . . . t h a t ' s  o p p o s i t e  o f  
w hat I  w a n t .  We s im p ly  want t o  c r e a t e  a m oral c l i m a t e ,  a co n 
s c i o u s n e s s  i n  t h i s  c o u n tr y  o f  m o r a l i t y  and d e c e n c y  t h a t  once  
p r e v a i l e d  h e r e .  . . .26
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The s t a t e d  g o a l s  o f  M oral M a j o r i t y ,  a s  s e t  f o r t h  b e lo w ,  r e v e a l  

t h a t ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  purp ose  i s  t o  e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o n c e r n 

in g  t h e i r  moral i s s u e s :

1 .  M o b i l i z i n g  th e  g r a s s  r o o t s  o f  m oral Am ericans i n t o  a c l e a r ,  
lo u d ,  and e f f e c t i v e  v o i c e ,  w hich  w i l l  be  h eard  in  th e  h a l l s  
o f  C o n g r e s s ,  in  the W hite House and i n  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  
a c r o s s  t h i s  l a n d .

2 .  In fo r m in g  th e  m oral m a jo r i ty  o f  A m ericans ab ou t what i s  
g o in g  on b eh in d  t h e i r  backs in  W ash in g ton . The m onthly  
Moral M a jo r i ty  r e p o r t  w i l l  h e lp  a c c o m p li s h  t h i s  g o a l .

3 .  L obbyin g  i n t e n s i v e l y  i n  C ongress  t o  d e f e a t  l e f t  w in g ,  s o 
c i a l  w e l f a r e  b i l l s  t h a t  would f u r t h e r  ero d e  our p r e c io u s  
f r e e d o m s .

4 .  P u sh in g  f o r  p o s i t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w hich  w i l l  in s u r e  a 
s t r o n g ,  en d u r in g  and f r e e  A m erica .

5 .  H e lp in g  th e  m oral m a j o r i t y  o f  A m ericans i n  l o c a l  communi
t i e s  f i g h t  p orn ograp h y , h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  o b sc e n e  s c h o o l  
t e x t b o o k s ,  and o t h e r  b u rn in g  i s s u e s  f a c i n g  ea ch  and e v e r y  
one o f  u s .27

One c a n n o t  h e lp  but n o t i c e  th e  em phasis  on e f f e c t i n g  d e s i r e d  l e g i s l a 

t i o n .  P a r t  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f .  e f f e c t i n g  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  th e y  d e s i r e  i s  

t o  e l e c t  c a n d id a t e s  f a v o r a b le  to  t h e i r  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y .  As F a l w e l l  

e x p la in e d :

We need  t o  be a p a r t  o f  [ t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s ] , make our i n f l u 
en ce  f e l t ,  and we need  t o  be th e r e  t o  s a y  our p i e c e  e v e r y  tim e  
s o  t h a t  God i s  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  th e  B i b l e  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  . . .  i f  
we do t h a t ,  A m erica can be turned  a rou n d . Every two y e a r s ,  
t h e r e ' s  a new House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  t h a t  i s ,  i f  we want  
th e r e  to  b e .  E very  s i x  y e a r s ,  t h e r e ' s  a new S e n a t e .  Every  
fo u r  y e a r s ,  t h e r e ' s  a new P r e s i d e n t  and new g o v ern o rs  and  
new s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s . .  As a m a tte r  o f  f a c t ,  in  a m a t te r  o f  
j u s t  two o r  th r e e  y e a r s  th e  m oral p o p u la t io n  o f  Am erica co u ld  
have th e  m a j o r i t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  e v e r y  s t a t e  h ou se  and th e  
C ongress  i f  we c a r e  enough to  do i t . ^ 8

As i s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e i r  g o a l s  a b o v e ,  lo b b y in g  was a p a r t  o f  th e

p r o c e s s .  T h e ir  lo b b y in g  to o k  two or th r e e  fo rm s .  One was e x p la in e d

by F a l w e l l  a t  th e  W a sh in g ton , D .C . ,  r a l l y :
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We . . . a r e  p o l l i n g  th e  Am erican p e o p le .  . . .  We a r e  a s k in g  
m i l l i o n s  o f  A m ericans to  v o t e  on m oral i s s u e s . We f e e l  th e r e  
a r e  many c a n c e r s ,  n a t i o n a l  c a n c e r s ,  t h a t  a r e  d e g r a d in g  t h i s  
r e p u b l i c .  We a r e  a s k in g  God t o  h e lp  us c a s t  our v o t e  a g a i n s t  
t h o s e  c a n c e r s ,  and th e y  a r e  b e in g  m a ile d  t o  us now by th e  hun
d red s  o f  thousan ds . . . th e  1 2 ,0 0 0  h ere  [ w i l l  be v o t i n g ]  a 
l i t t l e  l a t e r  to d a y .  . . H e r e 's  w hat th e  t h r e e  b a l l o t s  sa y :
'Do you approve o f  p o rn o g ra p h ic  and o b sc e n e  c la s s r o o m  te x tb o o k s  
b e in g  u sed  under th e  g u i s e  o f  s e x  e d u c a t io n ?  Yes or n o .  Do 
you approve o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  law s l e g a l i z i n g  a b o r t io n  on demand 
t h a t  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  murder o f  more th a n ,o n e  m i l l i o n  b a b ie s  
l a s t  y e a r  in  America? Yes or  n o .  Do you ap prove o f  th e  grow
in g  •trend towards s e x  and v i o l e n c e  r e p l a c i n g  f a m i l y - o r i e n t e d  
programs on t e l e v i s i o n ?  Yes o r  n o . ' ^

The p o l l s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w ould f a v o r  th e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  F a l w e l l  and

th e  M oral M a jo r i ty  b e c a u s e  o f  how th e  q u e s t i o n s  w ere worded and th e

f a c t  t h a t  most r e s p o n d e n ts  w ere a lr e a d y  s u p p o r te r s  o r  s y m p a t h i z e r s .

B u t ,  w h e th e r  b ia s e d  or n o t ,  F a l w e l l  e x p la in e d  t h a t  " th e  f i n d i n g s  o f

t h i s  p o l l ,  our  'G lean  Up A m erica ' cam paign , l i k e  l a s t  y e a r  w i l l  be

r e p o r te d  to  e v e r y  co n g ressm a n , t o  our P r e s i d e n t ,  to  th e  J u d i c i a r i e s ,

to  th e  s t a t e  g o v ern m en ts ,  e t  c e t e r a ,  any and a l l  in v o lv e d  in  d e c i s i o n -

30making and e s t a b l i s h i n g  l i f e s t y l e s  in  t h i s  c o u n tr y ."

A noth er  way o f  lo b b y in g  f o r  f a v o r a b le  l e g i s l a t i o n  was th e

" I  Love America" r a l l i e s .  In  f a c t ,  a prim ary p u rp o se  o f  th o s e  r a l l i e s

was t o  lo b b y  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  t o  a c t  f a v o r a b ly  toward t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n

s c h o o l s  a s  F a l w e l l  t o l d  th e  Iowa r a l l y :

Today we come h e r e  to  g i v e  commendation and r e c o g n i t i o n  to  th e  
C h r i s t i a n  s c h o o l s  and t o  a t te m p t  to  c r e a t e  a c o o p e r a t i v e  r e l a 
t i o n s h i p  b etw een  th e  l e g i s l a t o r s  and th e  p a s t o r s  o f  C h r i s t ia n  
s c h o o l s ,  s o  th a t  we can have c o o p e r a t io n  i n s t e a d  o f  c o n f r o n t a 
t i o n .  We've had a tou gh  t im e  w i t h  our C h r i s t i a n  s c h o o l s .  In  
some s t a t e s ,  th e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  a g e n c i e s  h a r a s s  and i n t i m i d a t e  u s .
In  o t h e r  p l a c e s  we h ave  problem s w i t h  th e  IRS and HEW, now the  
new Departm ent o f  E d u c a t io n .  W e're n o t  s u r e  b u t  what i t  was 
d e s ig n e d  f o r  our b e n e f i t  o r  th e  o p p o s i t e  o f  our b e n e f i t .  And 
I 'm  s a y in g  t h a t  w e 'r e  h e r e  t o  s t a y ,  so  we may a s  w e l l  l e a r n  
to  g e t  a lo n g  w i t h  e a ch  o t h e r . We n eed  th e  h e lp  and the
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c o o p e r a t io n  o f  n o t  j u s t  th e  f e d e r a l  govern m en t, b u t  th e  s t a t e  
govern m en t, s o  th a t  we can  d e v e lo p  an a l t e r n a t i v e  s c h o o l  s y s te m  
i n  Am erica f o r  p a s t o r s  and C h r i s t i a n  p a r e n t s  who want i t . 31

Of c o u r s e ,  a t h i r d  way o f  lo b b y in g  was th e  l e s s  v i s i b l e  b u t  

more p e r s o n a l  p r e s s u r e  a p p l i e d  t o  lawmakers and p o l ic y -m a k e r s  a t  a l l  

l e v e l s  o f  govern m en t, th e  k in d  o f  p r e s s u r e  u sed  r o u t i n e l y  by l o b b y i s t s  

in  W a sh in g ton .

By t h e i r  own s t a t e m e n t s ,  t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  purp ose  was th e  e n a c t 

ment o f  m oral l e g i s l a t i o n  w hich  th e y  saw as  th e  c o n v e r g e n c e  and consum

m ation  o f  a l l  t h e i r  p u r p o s e s .  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  i t s  a r g u 

m ents and a p p e a l s ,  was d e s ig n e d  w i t h  t h e s e  p u rp o se s  in  m ind.

The P r e s u p p o s i t io n s  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  P o l i t i c a l  P r e a c h in g

There a r e  c e r t a i n  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  u n d e r ly in g  F a l w e l l ' s  r h e t o r i c .

One i s  t h a t  he c o u ld ,  on th e  one hand, be a p u b l i c  f i g u r e  a s  a p rea ch er

on th e  w id e ly  t e l e v i s e d  Old-Time G osp el Hour program and a s  p a s t o r  o f

th e  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  and n a t i o n a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  Thomas Road B a p t i s t ,

a n d ,  on th e  o t h e r  h an d , a c t  and sp eak  as a s t r i c t l y  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  f o r

M oral M a j o r i t y .  I t  i s  r e a s o n a b le  to  th in k  F a l w e l l  f e l t  t h i s  s e p a r a t i o n

was n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  in  p o l i t i c s  by

B a p t i s t s  and F u n d a m e n ta l i s t s  b a sed  on t h e i r  d o c t r i n e  o f  c h u r c h - s t a t e

s e p a r a t io n  o f  c h u r c h .  F a l w e l l  has r e p e a t e d l y  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  he a c t s  and

sp ea k s  a s  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  when r e p r e s e n t i n g  M oral M a j o r i t y .

M oral M a jo r i ty  f o r  me i s  d e f i n i t e l y  a movement i n  w h ich  I  am 
in v o lv e d  a s  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n - - p e r i o d '. I  do n o t  in v o l v e  
Thomas Road B a p t i s t  Church. The church  has n e v e r  g iv e n  a 
d o l l a r  t o  th e  movement. When our p e o p le  come h e r e  to  church  
th e y  h e a r  th e  B i b l e  ta u g h t  and p r e a c h e d ,  th e y  d o n ' t  h ear  
M oral M a j o r i t y . 32
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But t h i s  p r o f e s s e d  d ich o tom y  has c a u sed  c o n s id e r a b le  c o n f u s i o n ,

e s p e c i a l l y  among s e c u l a r  m edia p e o p le .

A la r g e  problem  f a c i n g  M oral M a jo r i ty  a s  i t  r eg r o u p s  f o r  the  
i s s u e  cam paigns t h a t  l i e  ahead i s  g e t t i n g  p e o p le  t o  r e a l i z e  
j u s t  what i t  i s  and w hat i s  i s  n o t .  . . . F a l w e l l  h i m s e l f  
has n o t  made t h in g s  e a s y .  He i s  s e e n  each  week by m i l l i o n s  
i n  h i s  r o l e  a s  F a l w e l l  th e  F u n d a m e n ta l is t  p r e a c h e r  on th e  
’Old-Time G osp el H o u r .1 Y et  in  h i s  M oral M a jo r i ty  r o l e ,  he  

w is h e s  t o  be known a s  F a l w e l l  th e  con cern ed  c i t i z e n ,  who i s  
s e e k in g  t o  r e s t o r e  th e  c o u n t r y ' s  m oral r o o t s  b u t  n o t  a s k in g  
t h a t  a l l  i t s  c i t i z e n s  become b o r n -a g a in  C h r i s t i a n s . C o n fu s io n
i s  th u s  i n e v i t a b l e .33

There a r e  some p e o p le  who, b e c a u s e  o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e i r  p o s i 

t i o n  i n  our s o c i e t y ,  ca n n o t  sp eak  as  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s ,  n o t  b e c a u se  th e y  

do n o t  have th e  same r i g h t s  a s  th e  r e s t  o f  u s ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  th e y  cann ot  

be p e r c e iv e d  by s o c i e t y  a s  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s . The P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  f o r  ex a m p le ,  can n ot speak  a s  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .  His  

e x p r e s s e d  o p in io n s  a r e  in s e p a r a b ly  bound t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  A " p u b l ic  

f i g u r e , "  su ch  a s  th e  P r e s i d e n t ,  g i v e s  up h i s  r i g h t ,  when he c h o o s e s  

t o  be a p u b l i c  f i g u r e ,  t o  be a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  u n t i l  he g i v e s  up b e in g  

a p u b l ic  f i g u r e .

S e n a to r  Edward Kennedy, by c h o o s in g  t o  be a p u b l i c  f i g u r e  when 

he ch o se  t o  run f o r  th e  U .S .  S e n a te  and by c a r r y in g  onward th e  " p u b l ic  

f i g u r e "  t r a d i t i o n  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  f a m i ly ,  co u ld  n o t  sp ea k  a s  a p r i v a t e  

c i t i z e n .  He has th e  r i g h t  t o  speak  a s  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n ,  b u t  he c a n 

n o t  be p e r c e iv e d  by s o c i e t y  a s  a  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .

B ecau se  he was an u n u s u a l ly  prom inent p a s t o r  and r e l i g i o u s  

t e l e v i s i o n  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  th e  p u b l i c  p e r c e iv e d  F a l w e l l  a s  a p r e a c h e r ,  

th e  same a s  th e y  p e r c e i v e  o f  Reagan as  P r e s i d e n t  or Edward Kennedy as
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a p o l i t i c i a n .  When F a l w e l l  e n te r e d  the  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  th e  p u b l i c

c o u ld  n o t  p e r c e i v e  o f  him a s  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n .

F u rth erm o re ,  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  a preacher .jw ere

th o u g h t  by many t o  be a f l a g r a n t  m ix in g  o f  r e l i g i o n  and p o l i t i c s .

As a p r e a c h e r ,  he was b r e a c h in g  th e  u n w r i t t e n  c o n t r a c t  b etw een  church

and s t a t e  i n  America and was g o in g  beyond h i s  r i g h t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  

34p o l i t i c s . *  S in c e  i t  seemed to  many t o  be su ch  a f l a g r a n t  v i o l a t i o n ,  

p o s s i b l y  b e c a u s e  h e  was u n u s u a l ly  s u c c e s s f u l ,  h i s  r h e t o r i c ,  b o th  a c t i o n  

and s p e e c h ,  was th o u g h t  to  b e ,  a t  th e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  a t h r e a t  t o  th e  

d e l i c a t e  b a la n c e  b etw een  ch urch  and s t a t e .

F a l w e l l  f u r t h e r  compounded th e  problem  by p e r s i s t i n g  a t  two 

p o i n t s .  F i r s t ,  he sounded l i k e  a p r e a c h e r ,  ev en  in  h i s  r o l e  a s  a 

p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  sp e a k in g  f o r  M oral M a j o r i t y .  H is  s t y l e  was v e r y  much 

th e  same w h e th e r  he was s p e a k in g  from th e  p u l p i t  o f  Thomas Road B a p t i s t  

Church or  from th e  podium a t  a p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y .  The s u b j e c t s  v a r i e d ,  

but th e  s t y l e  was th e  sam e. He used  th e  same God-terms i n  h i s  p o l i t i -
r

c a l  p r e a c h in g  a s  he d id  in  h i s  serm on s. S o ,  he sounded l i k e  a p r e a c h e r  

in  p o l i t i c s . S eco n d , he p e r s i s t e n t l y  c o n t r a d ic t e d  h i s  p r o f e s s e d  d i 

chotom y, a s  C h r i s t i a n  p r e a c h e r  and p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n ,  by c o n t i n u a l l y  

p r e a c h in g  a b o u t  M oral M a jo r i ty  i s s u e s  from th e  p u l p i t  o f  Thomas Road

B a p t i s t  Church, an d , c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  on th e  "Old Time G osp el Hour," even

35i f  he d id  n o t ,  a s  he c l a i m s ,  m en tion  M oral M a j o r i t y  by name. In  b o th  

p l a c e s ,  h i s  church p u l p i t  and th e  p o l i t i c a l  podium, F a l w e l l  mixed  

p r e a c h in g  and p o l i t i c s  in  a way t h a t  made i t  im p o s s ib l e  t o  tak e  s e r i 

o u s l y  h i s  c la im  t h a t  he was s e p a r a t in g  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  from

h i s  C h r i s t ia n  m i n i s t r i e s .  The p o in t  i s  t h a t  F a l w e l l ' s  p e r s i s t e n c e  i n
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an a p p a ren t  charade s h o r t - c i r c u i t e d  th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  h i s  argum ents  

and a p p e a ls  w i t h  many in  th e  body p o l i t i c .  When h e  d i s c u s s e s  i s s u e s  

and e x p r e s s e d  o p in io n s  t h a t  a f f e c t  th e  body p o l i t i c ,  th e  body p o l i t i c  

has th e  r i g h t ,  ev en  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t o  s c r u t i n i z e  th e  r h e t o r i c  

t h a t  a f f e c t s  th e  body o f  s o c i e t y .  When, a s  a r e l i g i o u s  f i g u r e ,  he 

sp oke  a t  a p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y  su ch  as  th e  " I  Love America" r a l l i e s ,  he  

w a s ,  and was p e r c e iv e d  to  b e ,  a p u b l i c  f i g u r e .  His p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h 

in g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c o u ld  n o t  be p e r c e iv e d  as  th e  r h e t o r i c  o f  a p u r e ly  

p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n ? :

A noth er  r h e t o r i c a l  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  has proved  t o  be  a bone  

o f  c o n t e n t io n  i s  F a l w e l l ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  L ib e r a l i s m  and i t s  r e l i g i o n  o f  

s e c u l a r  humanism a r e  un-A m erican  and u n c h r i s t i a n ,  i f  n o t  a c t u a l l y  e v i l .  

T h is  b e l i e f  has u n d e rg ird ed  h i s  r h e t o r i c  f o r  and a g a i n s t  th e  s p e c i f i c  

i s s u e s  he has a d d r e s s e d .

F a l w e l l  sa y s  t h a t  M oral M a jo r i ty  was "our a t te m p t  to  r a l l y  a  

d i v e r s i t y  o f  m o r a l ly  c o n s e r v a t i v e  A m ericans t o g e t h e r  . . . [ b e c a u s e ]

we w ere c o n v in c e d  t h a t  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p le  w ere  f e d  up w i t h  th e  f r u i t s

36o f  l i b e r a l i s m ,  b o th  in  p o l i t i c s  and i n  r e l i g i o n . "  He la m en ts  th e

r i s e  o f  L ib e r a l i s m :

Som eth ing has happened in  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  so m eth in g  t h a t  i s  u n f o r 
tu n a te  i n  our c o u n t r y ,  so m eth in g  we d e e p ly  r e g r e t .  W e've a l lo w e d  
th e  n a t i o n a l  media t o  p u b l i c i z e  a l i t t l e  h a n d fu l  o f  a n t i - A m e r ic a n ,  
a n t i-G o d  d i s s i d e n t s .  . . . The tr a g e d y  i s  t h a t  [ t h i s ]  s m a l l  m i
n o r i t y  has found i t s  way i n t o  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  m ed ia , g overn m en t,  
and e d u c a t io n  w h i l e  we s a t  back  and d e c id e d  p o l i t i c s  i s  d i r t y  
b u s i n e s s ,  r e l i g i o n  and p o l i t i c s  d o n ' t  m i x . 37

As t o  th e  e f f e c t  o f  L ib e r a l i s m  on r e l i g i o n ,  he  c la im s  " l i b e r a l  c l e r g y

have sed u ced  th e  a v e r a g e  A m erican away from th e  B i b l e  and t h e  k in d  o f

s im p le  f a i t h  on w hich  t h i s  c o u n tr y  was b u i l t . "  B u t ,  " L ib e r a l i s m  i s
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o b v i o u s l y  l o s i n g  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  on America" a s  e v id e n c e d  by th e  f a c t

t h a t  a t t e n d a n c e  has " d r a s t i c a l l y  d e c l i n e d  i n  th e  m a i n - l i n e  denom ina-

t io n s "  and has " d r a m a t i c a l ly  in c r e a s e d  in  c o n s e r v a t i v e  d en o m in a t io n s ."

F a l w e l l  makes th e  p o i n t  e m p h a t ic a l ly  t h a t  th e  " u l t im a t e  p rod u ct

o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  L ib e r a l i s m  i s  a vague k in d  o f  humanism" w h ich  i s  a k in d  

39o f  r e l i g i o n .  " I ’m a g a i n s t  what i s  d e f i n i t e l y  a r e l i g i o n  i n  A m erica

to d a y  and t h a t  i s  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s e c u l a r  humanism i n t o  th e  p u b l ic

40s c h o o l s  t h a t  i s  becom ing a v e r y ,  v e r y  bad- i n f l u e n c e  on our  c h i l d r e n ,"

he s a y s , and a d d s :

In  c a s e  you d o n ' t  know w h at humanism i s ,  i t ' s  a r e l i g i o n ;  th e  
Supreme C ourt r u le d  i t . s o  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o .  I t ' s  a r e l i g i o n  
t h a t  t e a c h e s ,  a s  i t s  p r e m ise ,  a t h e i s m .  There i s  no God. I t ' s  
prim ary m essage  i s  a m o r a l i t y ,  t h a t  n o t h in g  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  r i g h t  
or a b s o l u t e l y  w r o n g . ^

" I t s  m e ssa g e ,"  he s a y s ,  " i s  a m o r a l i t y ,  s i t u a t i o n  e t h i c s ,  do you r  own

t h i n g ,  i f  i t  f e e l s  good do i t .  And i t s  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  i s  s o c i a l i s m ,

42and I 'm  a g a i n s t  s o c i a l i s m  l i k e  I'm  a g a i n s t  r a t t l e s n a k e s . "

And h e  sa y s  t h a t  " th e  young p e o p le  in  A m erica who ou gh t to  be

43our l e a d e r s  in  th e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s ,"  "who w ould  n o r m a lly  . . . assume

th e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  e v e r y  a r e a  o f  s o c i e t y ,  i n  m e d ic in e ,  la w , b u s i n e s s ,

e d u c a t io n ,  and govern m en t, have grown up . . .  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  where

44p r im a r i ly  t h e y ' v e  le a r n e d  s e c u l a r  humanism." He c la im s  t h a t  th e

L i b e r a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  f e m i n i s t s ,  a r e  " a d v o c a t in g  f e d e r a l l y  funded

d a y -c a r e  c e n t e r s  n a t io n w id e  w i t h  m andatory a t t e n d a n c e  a t  a g e  tw o . Why

do th e y  want th a t?  So th e y  can  g e t  our c h i l d r e n ,  n o t  a t  a g e  s i x  as

t h e y  do now b u t  a t  a g e  tw o , and b ra in w ash  them w i t h  humanism and

45a t h e is m  and m oral p e r m i s s i v e n e s s .  T h e y 'r e  n o t  g o in g  t o  do i t . "
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He r e i t e r a t e d ,  "We c a n n o t  a l l o w  im m oral, a m o ra l ,  v u l g a r ,  p r o fa n e  human-

•̂6i s t s  t o  Any lo n g e r  c o n t r o l  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o u n tr y ."

One r e a s o n  F a l w e l l  s t a r t e d  M oral M a j o r i t y ,  he  s a y s ,  was t o  s t o p  

L ib e r a l i s m  and i t s  s e c u l a r  humanism from  g e t t i n g  any more c o n t r o l  o f  

th e  g o v ern m en t .

T h is  i s  th e  f i r s t  t im e in  30 to  35 y e a r s  t h a t  t h e  am oral f o r c e s  
o f  A m erica have had s u b s t a n t i a l  o p p o s i t i o n .  T h e y 'v e  been  a c 
custom ed to  d o in g  t h e i r  own t h in g ,  g a in in g  g r a d u a l ly  b u t  s u r e l y  
t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  governm ent and h a r d ly  anyone i n  ' t h e  R i g h t 1 
s p e a k in g  a g a i n s t  them. . . .47

F a l w e l l  has f e l t  t h a t ,  i f  someone d i d n ' t  sp eak  o u t  and s ta n d  a g a i n s t

them , " w e 're  g o in g  t o  l e t  th e  Hugh H efn ers  and th e  Jane Fondas and

th e  o t h e r  l e f t - w i n g e r s  on m oral i s s u e s  d e c i d e  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h i s

n a t i o n ."  And h e  a d d ed , "I'm  n o t  w i l l i n g  f o r  L arry  F l y n t  and Jane Fonda

48t o  d e s i g n  th e  Am erica f o r  my c h i l d r e n  t o  l i v e - i n . "

In in t e r v i e w s  b e f o r e  a more p l u r a l i s t i c  a u d ie n c e ,  F a l w e l l  o f t e n

s o f t e n e d  th e  r h e t o r i c  and sounded more t o l e r a n t  and r e a s o n a b le  toward

humanism. On "Meet th e  P r e s s , "  f o r  exam p le ,  F a l w e l l  e x p la in e d :

humanism . . .  i s  g l o s s e d  o v e r  a t h e i s m ,  w hich  an A m erican  has  
th e  r i g h t  t o  e s p o u se ;  w e 'r e  n o t  a r g u in g  t h a t  p o i n t .  I 'm  
s im p ly  s a y in g  th a t  a c r o s s  th e  board to d a y  th e  p h i lo s o p h y  in  
Am erica in  l e a d e r s h i p  [ i . e . ,  humanism] i s  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  
th e  p h i lo s o p h y  t h a t  we f e e l - - t h a t  i s  our o p i n i o n - - t h e  m ajor
i t y  o f  A m ericans a g r e e s  w i t h . 49

F a l w e l l  con ced ed  t h a t  M oral M a j o r i t y  d o es  n o t  have th e  r i g h t  

" to  t e s t  th e  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  and th e  l i f e s t y l e  o f  c a n d id a te s "  b u t  e x 

p la in e d  t h a t  "we do have th e  r i g h t  to  exam ine t h e i r  v o t i n g  r e c o r d s  

to  s e e  i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  [ t h e i r ]  v o t i n g  r e c o r d  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  what we 

b e l i e v e  i s  f o r  th e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  p e o p le  i n  th e

n50c o u n t r y .  . .
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I t  i s  im p o rta n t to  remember t h a t ,  to  F a lw e l l  and h i s  p o l i t i c a l

k in ,  s e c u la r  humanism i s  n o t  m ere ly  an id e o lo g y  or  p h ilo s o p h y  b u t a

r e l i g i o n .  F a lw e l l  c la im s  th a t  th e  U .S . Supreme C ourt has d e f in e d

s e c u la r  humanism a s a " r e l i g i o n S i n c e  th e y  w ould  c o n s tr u e  i t  as

a r e l i g i o n  w h eth er  o r  n o t  th e  Supreme C ourt d id ,  th e  c o n f r o n t a t io n

b etw een  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  and L ib e r a ls  i s  a m oral c o n f r o n t a t io n .  F a lw e l l

a rg u es  th a t  L ib e r a ls  have c o n t r o l l e d  th e  s o c i a l  w e lf a r e  s t a t e ,  p u b l ic

e d u c a t io n ,  and th e  m edia and a r e  u s in g  them t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  own

r e l i g i o n ,  s e c u la r  hum anism , and to  te a c h  i m p l i c i t l y  and e x p l i c i t l y

i t s  G o d le ss  d o c t r i n e s . He a r g u e s  th a t :

[T ]h e  young p e o p le  . . . who w ould  n o rm a lly  assum e le a d e r s h ip  
o f  t h i s  c o u n tr y , have . . . grown up w ith  . . . t e l e v i s i o n  
[w h ich ] h as ta u g h t  them m oral p e r m is s iv e n e s s  . . . th e y  have  
grown up in  a s c h o o l  sy s te m  t h a t  has ta u g h t them  humanism and 
h as ta u g h t  them from  k in d e r g a r te n  th ro u g h  h ig h  s c h o o l  th a t  th e  
B ib le  i s  j u s t  a n o th e r  book o f  l i t e r a t u r e  in s t e a d  o f  b e in g  th e  
Word o f  God. . . . They h ave  grown up in  a s o c i e t y  under a 
governm ent t h a t  h a s  ta u g h t them s o c i a l i s m ,  a f e d e r a l  governm ent 
th a t  has ta u g h t them th a t  th e  governm ent owes them a l i v i n g  
s im p ly  b e c a u se  t h e y 'v e  b een  b o m  in t o  th e  human r a c e ,  and to o  
t h a t  th e  A p o s t le  P a u l s a y s ,  ' I f  a man w i l l  n o t  w ork , n e i t h e r  
s h a l l  h e  e a t . '  For th a t  r e a s o n , we have b oys and g i r l s  and 
men and women, a g e s  tw en ty  to  t h i r t y ,  who h ave n o t  had th e  
o p p o r tu n ity  o f  b e in g  ta u g h t  th e  p r o - fa m ily  . . . p r o - l i f e  
o f  th e  B i b l e ,  th e  p r o -B ib le  m o r a li ty  upon w h ich  t h i s  n a t io n  
f in d s  i t s  p rem ise  and fo u n d a t io n . Our young p e o p le  to d a y , i f  
we a s  th e  ch u rch es  and th e  C h r is t ia n  le a d e r s  do n o t  t e l l  them  
r i g h t  from  w rong, w i l l  grow up w ith o u t  k n ow led ge o f  w h a t's  
good or bad and w i l l  n o t  know w hat m o r a l i ty  i s .52

F a lw e l l  and o th e r  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  f o r  ex a m p le , b e l i e v e  th e  

L ib e r a ls  have c o n s tr u c te d  a l e g a l  w a l l ,  th rou gh  su ch  means a s  th e  

m yriad and v a r ie d  c o u r t  c h a l le n g e s  by th e  A m erican  C i v i l  L ib e r t i e s  

U n io n , t h a t  h as e f f e c t i v e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i 

g io n ,  i . e . ,  ch u rch es  from  p u b lic  s c h o o l s .  An exam ple i s  th e  Supreme 

C o u r t's  s c h o o l  p ra y er  d e c i s i o n  in  1 9 6 2 .

I l l
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A n oth er  r h e t o r i c a l  p r e s u p p o s it io n  u n d e r ly in g  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i 

c a l  p r e a c h in g  i s  th a t  A m erica was founded and has th r iv e d  on B i b l i c a l

53p r i n c i p l e s .  "Am erica was b u i l t  on f a i t h  in  God . . . he s a y s .

In  h is  L i s t e n ,  A m er ic a ! F a lw e l l  b e g in s  th e  c h a p te r  on "Freedom 's  

H e r ita g e " :

I  b e l i e v e  A m erica h as rea ch ed  th e  p in n a c le  o f  g r e a tn e s s  u n lik e  
any n a t io n  in  human h i s t o r y  b e c a u se  our F ound ing F a th e r s  e s t a b 
l i s h e d  A m er ic a 's  law s and p r e c e p ts  on th e  p r in c i p l e s  rec o rd ed  
in  th e  law s o f  God . . . God h as b le s s e d  t h i s  n a t io n  b e c a u se  
in  i t s  e a r l y  d a y s  sh e  so u g h t t o  honor God and th e  B i b l e ,  th e  
in e r r a n t  Word o f  th e  l i v i n g  G o d .. . . Our g r e a t  n a t io n  was 
founded  by G odly men upon g o d ly  p r in c i p l e s  t o  be a C h r is t ia n  
n a t io n .  Our F ounding F a th e r s  w ere n o t  a l l  C h r i s t ia n s ,  but 
th e y  w ere g u id ed  by b i b l i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s . They d e v e lo p e d  a 
n a t io n  p r e d ic a te d  on H oly W rit.^ ^

Then in  th e  c o n c lu d in g  paragraph  o f  th e  c h a p te r ,  a f t e r  e x t e n s iv e  exam

p le s  to  su p p o r t h i s  c o n t e n t io n s ,  he c a l l s  f o r  "A m ericans to  come back  

to  th e  f a i t h  o f  our f a t h e r s ,  t o  th e  B ib le  o f  our f a t h e r s ,  and to  th e  

b i b l i c a l  p r in c i p l e s  th a t  our f a t h e r s  u sed  a s  a p rem ise  fo r  t h i s  

n a t io n ' s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ." ^

In  th e  n e x t  c h a p te r  o f  th e  b o o k , e n t i t l e d  "Our R e p u b lic ,"  

F a lw e l l  a rg u es  th a t  th e r e  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  b etw een  a r e p u b l ic  and a 

d em ocracy , th a t  a r e p u b l ic  i s  o p e r a te d  on th e  r u le  o f  law  p r e d ic a te d  

o n  G od's Laws and a dem ocracy o p e r a te s  on th e  r u le  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  th a t  

our F ounding F a th e r s  in te n d e d  our n a t io n  t o  be a r e p u b l ic ,  t h a t ,  to d a y ,  

th e r e  i s  a move to  change our r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  r e p u b l ic  i n t o  a s o c i a l i s 

t i c  d em ocracy , and th a t  th e  c o n seq u en ces  o f  s o c i a l i s m  i s  r u le  by a

5 6m in o r ity  o f  th e  p e o p le ,  som etim es even  mob r u l e .

That th e r e  i s  r u le  by m in o r ity  in  A m erica to d a y  r a th e r  than  

r u le  a c c o r d in g  to  law s b ased  on G od's Laws i s  th e  b a s i s  on w h ich  he
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j u s t i f i e s  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  and aim s o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity . "The g o d le s s  

m in o r ity  o f  tr e a c h e r o u s  in d iv id u a l s  who have b een  p e r m itte d  t o  form u

l a t e  n a t io n a l  p o l i c y  m ust now r e a l i z e  th e y  do n o t  r e p r e s e n t  th e  m ajor

i t y .  F a lw e l l  b e l i e v e s

th e r e  a r e  f o r c e s  in  A m erica . . . a b o r t i o n i s t s ,  p o r n o g r a p h e r s , 
h o m o se x u a ls , and r a d ic a l  f e m in i s t s  . . . who have t h e i r  own v ie w  
o f  what th e y  w ant A m erica t o  b ecom e. They a r e  com m itted  to  im
p le m e n tin g  t h a t  v ie w , w ith  i t s  r o o t s  in  s e c u la r  humanism. T h is  
d e n ie s  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  God. T hat i s  why we m ust work even  
h a rd er  to  make s u r e  th e y  do n o t  im pose t h e i r  v ie w  o f  A m erica on 
th o s e  o f  us w hose t r a d i t i o n a l  v a lu e s  b u i l t  t h i s  g r e a t  la n d .  . . . 
The 1980 e l e c t i o n  was th e  e x p lo s io n  o f  a v o lc a n o  t h a t  has b een  
sim m ering  in  A m erica fo r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  . P ro -m ora l in d iv id u a l s  
e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  f r u s t r a t io n s  th a t  l i b e r a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  and l i b e r a l  
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  groups w ere ru n n in g  th e  c o u n tr y  in  t o t a l  d i s 
reg a r d  f o r  th e  v a lu e s  and t r a d i t i o n s  h e ld  by th e  m a jo r ity  o f  
p e o p le  in  ou r n a t i o n . 58

Q u o tin g  p o l l s  t h a t  sa y  th e r e  a r e  " s i x t y  m i l l i o n  b o r n -a g a in

C h r is t ia n s ,  s i x t y  m i l l i o n  . . . r e l i g i o u s  p r o m o r a l i s t s ,  and f i f t y

m i l l i o n  . . . i d e a l i s t i c  m o r a l i s t s ,  who w ant t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  to  grow

up in  a  m oral s o c i e t y , "  F a lw e l l  co m p la in s  t h a t  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e

A m erican  p e o p le  "have a llo w e d  a  v o c a l  m in o r ity  o f  u n g o d ly  men and
59

women t o  b r in g  A m erica to  th e  b r in k  o f  d e a th ."

The p r e s u p p o s i t io n ,  th a t  A m erica was founded and has th r iv e d

on B i b l i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  i s  p rom in en t in  th e  " I  L ove Am erica" s p e e c h e s .

A t th e  M in n eso ta  r a l l y ,  f o r  ex a m p le , F a lw e l l  s a id :

A m erica i s  a g r e a t  n a t io n ,  a n a t io n  founded  on g o d ly  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
founded  by men who r e s p e c te d  g o d ly  p r i n c i p l e s . N ot a l l  o f  them  
w ere C h r is t ia n s  by any m ean s, b u t a l l  o f  them , in f lu e n c e d  by th e  
P i lg r im s ,  th e  P u r ita n s  who came h e r e  to  e s t a b l i s h  a n a t io n  under  
God . 60

At th e  " I  L ove A m erica" r a l l y  on th e  s t e p s  o f  th e  n a t io n ' s  

c a p i t o l  in  W ash in g ton , D .C .,  F a lw e l l  s a i d ,  "We b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  k ey  to  

A m e r ic a 's  s t r e n g t h  . . . [ l i k e ]  in d iv id u a l  C h r i s t ia n ' s  s t r e n g t h ,  i s
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th e  p reem in en ce o f  C h r is t  in  our n a t io n a l  l i f e ,  in  our p e r s o n a l

l i v e s . I n  th e  S ou th  D akota r a l l y ,  he s a id  " th a t  God b le s s e d  A m erica

62b e c a u se  we w ere b u i l t  and e s t a b l i s h e d  upon h i s  p r i n c i p l e s ."

T hroughout h i s  w r i t in g s  and in  a l l  o f  th e  " I Love Am erica"  

r a l l i e s  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  exa m in in g  as w e l l  a s  o th e r  exam p les o f  h i s  p o l i t 

i c a l  p r e a c h in g , s im i l a r  and o f t e n  i d e n t i c a l  p a s sa g e s  to  th o s e  above  

a r e  a b a s ic  p r e s u p p o s it io n  o f  th e  r h e t o r i c .  I t  i s  a l s o  endem ic to  h is  

in t e r v ie w s  w ith  s e c u la r  m ed ia . T y p ic a l i s  h i s  s ta te m e n t  in  th e  P e n t

h ou se  in te r v ie w :

A m erica . . . w a s, in d e e d , founded  upon th e  J u d e o -C h r is t ia n  e t h i c .  
Our fo u n d in g  f a t h e r s  w ere n o t  a l l  com m itted  C h r is t ia n s  or  com
m itte d  J ew s , b u t th e y  w ere com m itted  to  b i b l i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
w h ich  a r e  found w r i t t e n  r i g h t  throu gh  th e  d o c u m e n ts -- th e  C o n s t i 
t u t i o n ,  th e  D e c la r a t io n ,  th e  B i l l  o f  R ig h t s ,  e t  c e t e r a - -o n  
w hich  th e  n a t io n  i s  fo u n d e d .63

The p r e s u p p o s it io n  th a t  A m erica was founded and has th r iv e d  on 

B i b l i c a l  p r in c i p l e s  i s  F a l w e l l ' s  r a t io n a l e  f o r  e n t e r in g  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

s i t u a t io n - - A m e r ic a  was founded  on B i b l i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  an d , in  th e  l a s t  

tw en ty  y e a r s ,  has abandoned th o s e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  he s a y s .  I t  i s  th e  r a 

t i o n a l e  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c .  I f  we s t r i p  t h i s  p r e s u p p o s it io n  

from  h is  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g , th e r e  i s  no r a t io n a l e  f o r  i t ,  no r e a so n  

t o  i t ,  no p u rp ose in  i t .  I t  i s  th e  b a s i s  f o r  h o ld in g  up th e  B ib le  and 

B i b l i c a l  p r in c i p l e s  a s  th e  lo a d s to n e  by w h ich  a l l  a t t i t u d e s  and a c t io n s  

in  our s o c i e t y  a r e  ju d ged  t o  be r ig h t  o r  w rong.

The P rem ise  f o r  F a l w e l l ' s  A rgum ents and A p p ea ls

T h is  d i s c u s s i o n  le a d s  to  w hat may be s e e n  a s  a  fo u r th  p resu p p o

s i t i o n ,  b u t I  w i l l  a rg u e  th a t  i t  i s  th e  b a s ic  p rem ise  f o r  F a l w e l l ' s
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p o l i t i c a l ' r h e t o r i c - - t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  B ib le  i s  th e  in e r r a n t ,  i n f a l 

l i b l e ,  and a u t h o r i t a t iv e  Word o f  God. T h is  b e l i e f  i s  th e  f i r s t ,  th e  

m ost fu n d a m en ta l, and th e  m ost e s s e n t i a l  d o c t r in e  o f  F u n d am en ta lism .

The r e a s o n in g  i s  th a t  th e  B ib le  i s  th e  so u r c e  o f  a l l  s p i r i t u a l  k n ow l

ed ge and t h a t ,  i f  i t  i s  n o t  p e r f e c t ,  th en  our k now ledge a b ou t God, 

ab ou t J e su s  C h r is t ,  and a b o u t a l l  s p i r i t u a l  n a tu r e  i s  im p e r f e c t .  As 

i s  o f t e n  argu ed  by F u n d a m e n ta lis t s ,  i f  one l i n e  o f  i t  i s  n o t  p e r f e c t l y  

t r u e ,  th en  a l l  o f  i t  i s  a l i e .

By in e r r a n t ,  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  and o th e r  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s  

mean th a t  th e r e  i s  a b s o lu t e ly  no e r r o r  in  th e  o r i g i n a l  a u to g ra p h s  o f  

th e  B ib le  an d , f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  th e r e  i s  no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e r r o r .  By 

i n f a l l i b l e  th e y  mean t h a t  i t  i s  in c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  wrong a b ou t a n y th in g  

and i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t  to  be q u e s t io n e d  b u t a c c e p te d  a b s o l u t e l y .  T h is  

w ould a p p ly  t o  m o r a lity  a s  w e l l  a s  d o c t r in e .  By a u t h o r i t a t iv e  th e y  

mean t h a t  th e  B ib le  i s  th e  a b s o lu t e  a u t h o r i t y  in  w hat p e o p le  sh o u ld  

b e l i e v e  and in  how th e y  sh o u ld  con d u ct t h e i r  l i v e s .

U n d ersta n d in g  th e  im p l ic a t io n s  o f  su ch  a b e l i e f  i s  c r i t i c a l  f o r  

u n d e r s ta n d in g  F a l w e l l ' s  cam paign to  b r in g  B i b l i c a l  m o r a li ty  in t o  th e  

A m erican p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  s y s t e m s . The m ost c r u c i a l  im p l ic a t io n  

i s  th a t  th e y  b e l i e v e ,  i f  th e  B ib le  sa y s  so m e th in g , i t  m ust be b e l i e v e d  

and o b e y e d . F a i l in g  t o  b e l i e v e  and o b e y , w h e th e r  to  b e l i e v e  in  J e su s  

fo r  s a lv a t io n  o r  l i v e  by i t s  m o r a l i t y ,  w i l l  b r in g  su r e  and p o s s i b l y  

sudden c o n s e q u e n c e s . But th e  im p o rta n t th in g  f o r  a F u n d a m e n ta lis t  l i k e  

F a lw e l l  i s  t h a t ,  i f  th e  B ib le  makes a s ta te m e n t  a b ou t so m e th in g , he m ust 

b e l i e v e ,  d o , o r  sa y  so m eth in g  on th e  b a s i s  o f  i t .
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S in c e  th e  fo c u s  o f  our s tu d y  i s  F a l w e l l ' s  s p e a k in g  a b ou t p o l i t i 

c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and m oral m a t te r s ,  we m u st, t h e r e f o r e ,  be con cern ed  about 

what F a lw e l l  b e l i e v e s  th e  B ib le  sa y s  r e g a r d in g  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and 

m oral m a t t e r s .  I f  he b e l i e v e s  th e  B ib le  sa y s  so m eth in g  a b o u t su ch  m at

t e r s ,  th en  th e  B i b l e ' s  s t a t e m e n t s ,  b eca u se  o f  h i s  b e l i e f  ab ou t th o se  

s t a t e m e n t s ,  w ould  become p r e m is e s ,  or  a t  l e a s t  have th e  f o r c e  o f  prem

i s e s ,  f o r  h i s  argum ents and a p p e a ls  on th o se  m a tte r s  i n  A m erica . And 

th e  argum ents and a p p e a ls ,  i f  th e y  w ere  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  w ould  become 

i s s u e s  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s .

For F a l w e l l ,  su ch  B i b l i c a l  m andates do have th e  f o r c e  o f  a  

p r o p o s i t io n  in  a s y l lo g i s m .  He b e l i e v e s  i t  i s  a s  d em o n stra b ly  tr u e

as any m a th em a tica l th eo rem . In  f a c t ,  he s a id  th e  B ib le  i s  an e x a c t

64-s c i e n c e ,  a s  e x a c t  a s  any m a th em a tica l e q u a t io n . The s ta te m e n ts  in  

th e  B ib le  become p r e m is e s , and one may r e a so n  from  su ch  g e n e r a l  s t a t e 

m ents o f  t r u t h ,  a s  d em o n stra b ly  tr u e  a s  p r o p o s it io n s  in  math o r  s c ie n c e  

in  F a l w e l l ' s  o p in io n ,  t o  p a r t ic u la r  s i t u a t i o n s .  On th e  i s s u e s  t h a t  F a l 

w e l l  a d d r e s s e s ,  he b a s e s  h i s  argum ents and a p p e a ls  on a s ta t e m e n t ,  

som etim es more th an  o n e , from  th e  B i b l e .  As he s a id  a t  th e  South  

C a r o lin a  r a l l y ,  "We p r e d ic a te  e v e r y th in g  we a r e  d o in g  [an d  s a y in g ]  on

th e  v e r s e  o f  s c r ip t u r e  in  P r o v e r b s , c h a p te r  1 4 , th e  3 4 th  v e r s e ,  'R ig h t 

s 'e o u s n e ss  e x a l t e t h  a n a t io n ,  b u t s in  i s  a  rep ro a ch  to  any p e o p le 1" (KJV).

The B ib le  s ta te m e n ts  a r e  p r em ises  th a t  le a d  F a lw e l l  to  c o n c lu 

s io n s  a b ou t o r  a p p l ic a t i o n s  in  s o c i e t y  w h ich  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  im p lie d  

in  th e  p r e m is e s . T hat i s  th e  commitment to  th e  B ib le  o f  a tr u e  Funda- 

m a n t a l i s t ,  and F a lw e l l  i s  a tr u e  F u n d a m e n ta lis t .
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A rgum ents and A p p ea ls  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  
P o l i t i c a l  P re a c h in g

Armed w ith  s ta te m e n ts  from  th e  B i b l e ,  F a lw e l l  p u r p o se ly  s e t  o u t  

t o  r e a c t  to  s e l e c t e d  i s s u e s , th e  agenda o f  i s s u e s  a lr e a d y  s e t  by L ib e r 

a l s  . P ra y e r  had a lr e a d y  b een  banned and s e x  e d u c a t io n  a c c e p te d  in  

p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  l e g a l i z e d  a b o r t io n  was a lr e a d y  w id e sp r e a d , cam paigns  

fo r  hom osexual r i g h t s  and t h e i r  r e c o g n i t io n  a s  an o f f i c i a l  m in o r ity  

w ere a lr e a d y  b e in g  c o n d u c te d , a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  m a rr ia g e  and th e  t r a d i 

t i o n a l  fa m ily  w ere a lr e a d y  a f a c t ,  law s g o v e r n in g  pornography had a l 

rea d y  b een  r e la x e d ,  th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment had a lr e a d y  b een  r a t i 

f i e d  by a  s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  th e  s t a t e s - - b e f o r e  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  

a c t e d .

F a lw e l l  acknow ledged  th e  r e a c t i v e  r o l e  in  an a r t i c l e  t i t l e d ,

"Moral M a jo r ity  a R e a c t io n  to  A tta c k  on B a s ic  V a lu es  o f  M i l l i o n s  o f

A m er ica n s ."  He w ro te :

I  w a s n 't  th e  b e s t  p h y s ic s  s tu d e n t  in  c o l l e g e ,  b u t one law  I  do  
remember i s  t h a t  f o r  e v e r y  a c t io n  th e r e  i s  an i d e n t i c a l  and 
e q u a l r e a c t io n .  N ot o n ly  i s  t h i s  an a b s o lu t e  law  in  p h y s i c s ,  
but i t  a l s o  h as r e p e r c u s s io n s  in  th e  m oral and p o l i t i c a l  w o r ld s .
In  any a s se s s m e n t  o f  w hat i s  h ap p en in g  in  th e  s o - c a l l e d  New R ig h t  
th a t  h as produced  w hat may p ro v e  t o  be th e  m ost phenom enal p o l i t 
i c a l  m etam orphosis s in c e  th e  R o o s e v e lt  e r a  o f  th e  e a r ly  1 9 3 0 s ,  
i t  i s  im p o rta n t to  remember th a t  what i s  b e in g  o b se r v e d  i s  a  
' r e a c t io n '  t o  th e  ' a c t i o n '  t h a t  p reced ed  i t . . . . Our r e sp o n se  
to  t h e s e  17 y e a r s  o f  l i b e r a l  i n s e n s i t i v i t y  to  p ro -m o ra l co n cer n s  
was n o t  o n ly  to  c r y  'e n o u g h ,'  b u t to  s to p  c r y in g  and o r g a n iz e  
to  do so m eth in g  a b ou t i t .  Thus M oral M a jo r ity ,  I n c . ,  was b o rn . .
. . L e t ' s  j u s t  remember . . . who s e t  in  m o tio n  w hat we a r e  
o b s e r v in g  to d a y . The M oral M a jo r ity  i s  s im p ly  a ' r e a c t io n '  to  
th e  ' a c t i o n '  begun by th e  l i b e r a l s  as th e y  so u g h t to  d is m a n t le  
our m oral h e r i t a g e . 66

W hile F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  r e a c te d  t o  th e  L ib e r a l ' s  a g en d a ,

th e y  d e term in e d  w h ich  i s s u e s  w ould  be th e  b a t t l e f i e l d s ,  a n d , f o r
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F a l w e l l ,  th e  f i e l d s  w ould be th o se  i s s u e s  on w h ich  he had B i b l i c a l  

g ro u n d s, w h eth er  a s p e c i f i c  s ta te m e n t  o r  a te a c h in g  in  g e n e r a l ,  a s  

a p rem ise  f o r  h i s  a r g u m e n ts .

Over a p e r io d  o f  two y e a r s ,  from  1979 to  1 9 8 1 , s e v e r a l  d i f f e r 

e n t  l i s t s  o f  i s s u e s  em erged in  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . For  

ex a m p le , in  h i s  m essage t o  th e  N a t io n a l  A f f a i r s  B r ie f in g  in  D a l la s ,  

he gave w hat he c a l l e d  h is  " la u n d ry  l i s t  f o r  th e  8 0 s " - - ( l )  p a ssa g e  o f  

a  human l i f e  am endm ent, (2) s to p p in g  " th e  p o rn o g ra p h ic  d e lu g e  th a t  i s  

l i t e r a l l y  p o is o n in g  th e  s o u ls  and s p i r i t s  o f  th e  young p e o p le ,"  (3 )

" th e  r e tu r n  o f  v o lu n ta r y  p ra y er  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls ,"  (4 )  th e  " d eath  o f  

th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment," (5 ) " s e v e r e  punishm ent f o r  drug p u s h e r s ,"

( 6) " th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  th e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  sy s te m ,"  (7 ) t o  " sta n d  

a g a in s t  N a t io n a l H e a lth  In su r a n c e  o r  any form  o f  s o c i a l i z e d  m e d ic in e ,"

( 8) " sta n d  . . . p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  th e  a p p le  o f  G od's e y e ,  I s r a e l , "  and

67(9 ) " g u a r a n te e  o f  s u p e r io r  n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e ."  In  t h a t  s p e e c h , a s  he 

d e a l t  w ith  ea ch  co n cer n  on h i s  l i s t ,  he b u i l t  h i s  argum ents and a p p e a ls  

on te a c h in g s  or s p e c i f i c  s ta te m e n ts  from  th e  B i b l e ,  e x c e p t  th© co n cer n s  

o f  p r a y e r  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  drug p u sh e r s ,  and n a t io n a l  h e a l t h  in s u r 

a n c e .  Drug prob lem s and n a t io n a l  h e a l t h  in su r a n c e  d id  n o t  become a 

r e g u la r  p a r t  o f  h i s  agenda o f  m oral i s s u e s  . P ra y er  in  s c h o o ls  was a 

r e g u la r  ite m  on h i s  m oral a g e n d a , but i t  i s  th e  o n ly  m oral i s s u e  he  

c o n t in u e d  to  d e a l  w ith  th a t  he d id  n o t  h ave  d i r e c t  su p p o r t fo r  from

th e  B i b l e .  What i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  t h a t  e v e r y  o th e r  m oral i s s u e  he 

d e a l t  w ith  was b ased  on g e n e r a l t e a c h in g s  o r  s p e c i f i c  s ta te m e n ts  from

118



www.manaraa.com

th e  B i b l e .  F a lw e l l  d id  n o t  c o n t in u e  t o  a rg u e  i s s u e s  f o r  w h ich  he had  

no B i b l i c a l  p r e m is e .

For ex a m p le , b a s in g  h is  argum ents on B i b l i c a l  p r e m ise s  i s  tr u e  

o f  h i s  l i s t  o f  "Seven  P r i n c ip le s  B ased on th e  J u d a e o -C h r is t ia n  E th ic  

th a t  Made A m erica G r e a t,"  o u t l in e d  in  a J u ly  2 ,  1 9 8 1 , m essage t o  th e  

Sword o f  th e  Lord C o n feren ce  on R e v iv a l  and S o u l-W in n in g . The p r i n c i 

p le s  w ere th e  d i g n i t y  o f  human l i f e ,  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  monogamous f a m ily ,  

common d e c e n c y , th e  work e t h i c ,  th e  A braham ic c o v e n a n t , G o d -cen tered  

e d u c a t io n ,  and d iv in e  i n s t i t u t i o n s . ^  O ther than  d ru gs and n a t io n a l  

h e a lt h  in s u r a n c e ,  th e s e  w ere th e  same i s s u e s ,  under o th e r  h e a d in g s ,  

t h a t  h e had a d d r e sse d  in  th e  N a t io n a l  A f f a i r s  B r i e f in g  sp e e c h  a b o v e .

F a lw e l l  a d d r e sse d  a w id e  ran ge o f  c o n c e r n s .  In  " F u ture-w ord:

An Agenda f o r  th e  E ig h t i e s ,"  a  c h a p te r  by F a lw e l l  in  The F u n d a m e n ta lis t  

Phenom enon. he d iv id e s  th e  co n cer n s  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  in t o  m o ra l, 

s o c i a l ,  e t h i c a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e s .  Under m oral i s s u e s ,  

he l i s t s  s a n c t i t y  o f  human l i f e ,  humanism in  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  s e x  

e d u c a t io n  in  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  p o rn ograp h y , and h o m o s e x u a lity .  Under 

s o c i a l  i s s u e s ,  h e  l i s t s  d i g n i t y  o f  th e  f a m i ly ,  r a c i a l  i n j u s t i c e ,  w o r ld  

h u n g e r . Under e t h i c a l  i s s u e s ,  he l i s t s  a r t i f i c i a l  in s e m in a t io n ,  s e l e c 

t i v e  b r e e d in g ,  g e n e t i c  e n g in e e r in g ,  and e u th a n a s ia .  Under p o l i t i c a l  

i s s u e s ,  he l i s t s  n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e ,  th e  Communist t h r e a t ,  and th e  s t a t e  

o f  I s r a e l .  And under r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e s ,  h e  l i s t s  n a t io n a l  r e v i v a l ,  

church  p la n t in g ,  and C h r is t ia n  e d u c a t io n .  In  t h a t  same c h a p te r ,  F a lw e l l  

s t a t e s  "how th e  M oral M a jo r ity  s ta n d s  on to d a y 's  v i t a l  i s s u e s :  we

b e l i e v e  in  th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  Church and S t a t e .  . . .  We a r e  p r o - l i f e .  .

. . We a r e  p r o - t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m ily .  . . .  We op p ose th e  i l l e g a l - d r u g

119



www.manaraa.com

t r a f f i c .  . . .  We op p ose  p orn o g ra p h y . . . .  We su p p o rt th e  s t a t e  o f

I s r a e l  and J ew ish  p e o p le  e v e r y w h e r e . . . .  We b e l i e v e  ERA i s  th e

69wrong v e h i c l e  to  o b ta in  e q u a l r i g h t s  f o r  women. . . . "

A c o m p o s ite  o f  th e  l i s t s  in d ic a t e s  t h a t  F a l w e l l ' s  co n cern s  

ran ge  from  th e  drug problem  to  th e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s te m , n a t io n a l  

h e a lt h  in s u r a n c e ,  c h i l d r e n ' s  r i g h t s ,  m u s ic , th e  work e t h i c ,  r a c i a l  

i n j u s t i c e ,  w o r ld  h u n g er , a r t i f i c i a l  in s e m in a t io n ,  s e l e c t i v e  b r e e d in g ,  

and e u th a n a s ia .  He i s  a l s o  co n cern ed  ab ou t a b o r t io n ,  p orn ograp h y , 

p ra y er  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment, th e  n a t io n  o f  

I s r a e l ,  n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e ,  Communism, th e  f a m i ly ,  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  and 

h o m o s e x u a lity .  B ut th e  i s s u e s  t h a t  o c c u p ie d  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  

w ere th o s e  a b o u t w hich  he b e l i e v e d  th e r e  w ere c l e a r  B i b l i c a l  p rem ises  

f o r  h i s  argum ents and a p p e a ls .

Some o f  th e  i s s u e s  r o s e  to  th e  s u r f a c e  a s  more a r g u a b le  on  

B i b l i c a l  grounds th an  o t h e r s .  F a lw e l l  c lu s t e r e d  th o s e  argum ents under  

fo u r  h e a d in g s :  p r o - l i f e ,  p r o - f a m ily ,  p r o -m o r a l, p ro -A m erica n . L a te r

he added a f i f t h  h e a d in g , p r o - I s r a e l .  T hese a r e  th e  argum ents I  w i l l  

fo c u s  on f o r  an in -d e p th  a n a l y s i s . I t  was to  t h e s e  i s s u e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

t h a t  K eener r e f e r r e d  when h e a sk ed  th a t  we h ea r  F a lw e l l  o u t .

F a lw e l l  e x p la in s  w hat i s s u e s  he a d d r e sse d  under ea ch  o f  th e s e

h e a d in g s . In  a Newsweek co lum n , "My T urn,"  F a lw e l l  e x p la in e d :

The M oral M a jo r ity  was founded  . . .  to  a d d r e ss  fo u r  b a s ic  
i s s u e s :  F i r s t ,  we a r e  p r o - l i f e .  We b e l i e v e  a l l  human l i f e  i s
v a lu a b le  and d e s e r v in g  o f  l e g a l  p r o t e c t i o n ,  w h eth er  i t  b e  born  
or  u n born , b la c k  o r  w h i t e ,  r i c h  or p o o r , h an d icap p ed  or n o rm a l, 
o ld  or y o u n g . S eco n d , we a re  p r o - t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m ily .  W h ile  
h om osexu a ls  sh o u ld  be f r e e  to  l i v e  t o g e t h e r ,  i f  th e y  w is h ,  we 
op p ose any law  t h a t  w ould g r a n t  to  hom osexual c o u p le s  th e  d e s i g 
n a t io n  o f  ' f a m i ly '  o r  q u a l i f y  them a s  a l e g i t im a t e  m in o r ity  
b e c a u se  t h e i r s  i s  a c h o se n  l i f e - s t y l e .  T h ir d , we a r e  p ro 
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m o r a l i t y ,  m eaning th a t  we op p ose th e  i l l e g a l - d r u g  t r a f f i c  and  
th e  sp rea d  o f  p orn o g ra p h y . F o u r th , we a r e  p ro -A m er ica n , and th a t  
means we s ta n d  f o r  a s tr o n g  n a t io n a l  d e fe n s e  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  f r e e 
dom i s  th e  u l t im a t e  m oral i s s u e .

In  a s im i l a r  b u t f u l l e r  and more s p e c i f i c  s ta t e m e n t ,  F a lw e l l  

e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e  " a c t i v i t i e s  [ o f  M oral M a jo r ity ]  c e n t e r  on fo u r  main  

p o in t s " :

F i r s t , ,  we ta k e  a p r o - l i f e  p o s i t i o n .  S in c e  th e  Roe v s .  Wade Su
preme C ourt d e c i s i o n  in  J a n u a ry , 1 9 7 3 , more th an  6 m i l l i o n  unborn  
b a b ie s  have b een  l e g a l l y  m urdered in  A m erica . T h is  e x c e e d s  th e  
number o f  Jews k i l l e d  in  th e  H o lo c a u st  o f  H i t l e r ' s  Germany. S e c 
o n d , we a r e  p r o - f a m ily .  Government l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  becom ing th e  
N o. 1 f o r c e  f o r  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  f a m i ly .  In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  
f e m in i s t  m ovem ent, th e  c h i l d r e n ' s  r i g h t s  m ovem ent, th e  e n t e r t a i n 
m ent in d u s t r y ,  h u m a n ists  in  s e c u la r  e d u c a t io n ,  p o rn o grap h ers  and 
o th e r s  seem  d e d ic a te d  to  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  m onogamous, t r a d 
i t i o n a l  A m erican f a m ily .  And we a r e  p r o - m o r a l i t y .  Humanism, 
w ith  i t s  em p h asis  on m oral r e l a t i v i s m  and a m o r a l i t y ,  c h a l le n g e s  
e v e r y  p r in c i p l e  on w h ich  A m erica was fo u n d e d . I t  a d v o c a te s  
a b o r tio n -o n -d e m a n d , r e c o g n i t io n  o f  h o m o se x u a ls , f r e e  u se  o f  p o r 
n o g ra p h y , l e g a l i z i n g  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  and gam b lin g  and f r e e  u se  
o f  d r u g s , among o th e r  t h i n g s .  Above a l l ,  we a r e  p ro -A m er ica n .
The v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  f r e e  A m erican s t a t e  i s  th r e a te n e d  in  
t h i s  d e c a d e . The f r e e - e n t e r p r i s e  sy ste m  i s  en d an gered  by th e  
a d v en t o f  s o c i a l i s m .  Our n a t io n a l  d e fe n s e  i s  v i r t u a l l y  non
e x i s t e n t  in  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  S o v ie t  arms b u ild u p . The r e f u s a l  
o f  e l e c t e d  le a d e r s  and b u r e a u c r a t ic  m e r c e n a r ie s  t o  ack n ow led ge  
th e  commitment o f  in t e r n a t i o n a l  communism t o  w o rld  c o n q u e st  
j e o p a r d iz e s  our n a t io n a l  s e c u r i t y . ^

P r o -L if e  A rgu m en ts. F a lw e l l  s t a t e s  t h a t  a l l  human l i f e  i s  v a l 

u a b le  and d e s e r v in g  o f  l e g a l  p r o t e c t i o n ,  in c lu d in g  th e  u n born , b la c k s ,  

th e  p o o r , th e  h a n d ica p p ed , th e  e l d e r l y ,  and c h i ld r e n .  In  h i s  s p e e c h e s  

and w r i t i n g s ,  h ow ever , he e x p r e s s e s  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in  any o f  t h e s e  

i s s u e s  o th e r  th a n  a b o r t io n .

F a lw e l l  f e l t  th e  B ib le  was c l e a r  a b o u t l i f e  b e g in n in g  a t  con 

c e p t io n .  "The B ib le  c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  l i f e  b e g in s  a t  c o n c e p t io n ,"

72
he c o n te n d s .  He q u o te s  P salm  1 3 9 :1 3 -1 6  a s  th e  B i b l i c a l  p rem ise  o f  

h i s  b e l i e f :
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F or th o u  h as p o s s e s s e d  my r e in s :  th ou  has c o v e r e d  me in  my
m o th e r 's  womb. I  w i l l  p r a is e  th e e ;  f o r  X am f e a r f u l l y  and 
w o n d e r fu lly  made; m arvelou s a re  th y  w ork s; and th a t  my s o u l  
know eth  r i g h t  w e l l .  My su b s ta n c e  was n o t  b id  from  t h e e ,  
when I  was made in  s e c r e t ,  and c u r io u s ly  w rought in  th e  low 
e s t  p a r t s  o f  th e  e a r t h .  T h in e e y e s  d id  s e e  my s u b s ta n c e ,  y e t  
b e in g  im p e r fe c t ;  and in  th y  book a l l  my members w ere w r i t t e n ,  
w hich  in  c o n t in u a n c e  w ere fa s h io n e d ,  when a s  y e t  th e r e  was 
none o f  them .

He e x p la in s :

In  r e a l i t y ,  l i f e  b e g in s  w ith  God, and s in c e  Adam i t  h as s im p ly  
p a sse d  from  one l i f e  c e l l  t o  a n o th e r .  That i s  what th e  A p o s t le  
P a u l r e f e r r e d  to  in  th e  B ib le  when he s a i d ,  r e g a r d in g  m a r r ia g e ,  
th a t  two s h a l l  become one f l e s h .  When th e  m ale sperm  and th e  
fem a le  eg g  m erge , human l i f e  i s  p a sse d  o n , and th e  m other and 
fa t h e r  becom e one in  t h a t  l i t t l e  baby in  th e  womb. L i f e  i s  a 
m ir a c le ,  and no one on t h i s  e a r th  has th e  r ig h t  to  a b o r t  i t .  73

B ased on t h i s  B i b l i c a l  p r e m is e , h e  b u i l t  a p r o - l i f e  p o s i t i o n  in  h i s

argum ents and a p p e a ls .  I f  l i f e  b e g in s  a t  c o n c e p t io n  a s  th e  B ib le  s a i d ,

F a lw e l l  r e a s o n e d , th en  ta k in g  th e  l i f e  o f  an  unborn baby any tim e a f t e r

c o n c e p t io n  i s  th e  k i l l i n g  o f  a human b e in g .

Tim LaH aye, one o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  f i v e  who form ed M oral M a jo r ity ,

I n c . ,  and a member o f  i t s  board  o f  d i r e c t o r s ,  s a id  t h a t ,

As f a r  a s  D r. J e r r y  F a l w e l l ,  th o s e  o f  us on th e  M oral M a jo r ity
Board and th e  th ou san d  o f  p a s to r s  who fo l lo w e d  h i s  le a d e r s h ip
a r e  c o n c e r n e d , th e  p r in c i p l e  th in g  t h a t  m o tiv a te d  us o u t o f  our  
le th a r g y  was th e  b lo o d  o f  th o s e  e ig h t  m i l l i o n  b a b ie s  c r y in g  
o u t to  us from  th e  ground a s  d id  A b e l 's  in n o c e n t  b lo o d  t o  G od .74

LaHaye, o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  r e f e r r in g  to  th e  a b o r t io n  o f  e i g h t  m i l l i o n  b a b ie s

s in c e  January 2 2 ,  1 9 7 3 , when th e  U .S . Supreme C ourt ren d ered  a d e c i s i o n ,

in  th e  Roe v .  Wade c a s e ,  t h a t  l e g a l i z e d  a b o r t io n .  F a lw e l l  e x p r e s s e d

h is  r e se n tm e n t a t  th e  c o u r t ' s  p e r s i s t e n c e  in  l e g a l i z i n g  th e  k i l l i n g .

T hen , he e x p la in s :

The Supreme C ourt r e in f o r c e d  t h i s  w ith  i t s  1976 fo l lo w -u p  r u l i n g ,  
P lan n ed  P aren th ood  v s .  D a n fo r th . in  w h ich  i t  threw  o u t s t a t u t e s
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in  M is s o u r i r e q u ir in g  a h u sb a n d 's  c o n s e n t  f o r  a b o r t io n ,  or r e q u ir 
in g  c o n s e n t  o f  th e  p a r e n ts  o f  an unwed m other under a g e  e ig h t e e n .  
Then in  B e l l o t t i  v .  B a ird  ( 1 9 7 9 ) ,  th e  C ourt threw  ou t th e  M assa
c h u s e t t s  law  t h a t  r e q u ir e d  p a r e n ta l  c o n s u l t a t io n  o r  n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  
a l lo w in g  a ju d g e  t o  g r a n t  p e r m is s io n .  I  r e s e n t  t h e s e  r u l i n g s . ^5

F a lw e l l  d e c la r e s  t h a t  "no o th e r  m ajor c i v i l i z e d  n a t io n  in  h i s 

t o r y  has e v e r  b een  w i l l i n g  t o  p erm it l a t e  a b o r t io n ,"  th a t  "Am erica has  

a llo w e d  more l i v e s  t o  be k i l l e d  th rou gh  a b o r t io n  th an  in  a l l  our wars 

and t r a f f i c  a c c id e n t s ,"  and th a t  " o n ly  a p e r v e r te d  s o c i e t y  w ould  make 

law s p r o t e c t in g  w o lv e s  and e a g l e s '  e g g s ,  and y e t  have no p r o t e c t io n  f o r  

p r e c io u s  unborn human l i f e . " ^  He c a l l s  i t  i r o n ic  t h a t ,  a t  th e  same 

tim e we a r e  m aking c a p i t a l  punishm ent i l l e g a l ,  we have made a b o r t io n  

l e g a l .  "Today in  A m erica we k i l l  b a b ie s  and p r o t e c t  c r im in a ls

F a l w e l l ' s  p o s i t i o n  on a b o r t io n  i s  f o u r f o ld ,  a s  X w i l l  demon

s t r a t e :  ( 1) i t  i s  m urder, b e c a u se  (2 ) l i f e  b e g in s  a t  c o n c e p t io n  r a th e r

th an  b i r t h ,  and (3 )  God w i l l  p u n ish  A m erica fo r  t h i s  s i n ,  t h e r e f o r e  (4 )  

we m ust s to p  i t  by p a s s in g  a human l i f e  amendment to  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

F a l w e l l ,  a t  l e a s t  by 1 9 7 9 , r o u t in e l y  c a l l e d  a b o r t io n  m urder.

78" A b ortion  i s  m urder,"  he s a id  a t  th e  S ou th  C a r o lin a  r a l l y .  " L e t 's

a sk  God to  f o r g iv e  us fo r  m urdering  s e v e n  m i l l i o n  b a b i e s . . . ,"  he

79c h id e d  th e  M ich igan  r a l l y .  A t th e  Iowa r a l l y ,  he r e p o r te d :

I  found  m y s e lf  d e b a t in g  on t e l e v i s i o n  r e c e n t ly  w ith  som eone w h o's  
an a b o r t i o n i s t .  She c a l l e d  f o r  more freedom  o f  c h o ic e ,  and I  
s a id  'N o, you w ant more freedom  to  k i l l . 1 She s a i d ,  ' I  have  
th e  r i g h t  to  do w ith  my body what I  p l e a s e , '  I  s a i d ,  'Y es you  
d o , b u t th a t  l i t t l e  baby in s id e  your body i s  n o t  you r body b u t 
i s  a s e p a r a te  l i v i n g  s o u l  from  c o n c e p t io n , c r e a te d  in  th e  im age 
o f  God, and t o  w ip e  o u t th a t  l i t t l e  baby e ig h t  and a h a l f  m onths 
b e fo r e  b ir t h  i s  a s  m urderous a s  to  w ip e  o u t  th a t  c h i ld  e ig h t  and  
a h a l f  m onths b e fo r e  b i r t h .  We have an o b l ig a t i o n  to  s e e  . . .
t h a t  i t  s t o p s . '80
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C a ll in g  i t  a " m a ss iv e  b i o l o g i c a l  h o lo c a u s t ,"  F a lw e l l  h as n o t  h e s i 

t a t e d  t o  compare i t  to  th e  N a z i H o lo c a u st  p e r p e tr a te d  on th e  Jews during  

82World War I I .  "Every th r e e  y e a r s ,"  he c a l c u l a t e s ,  "we w i l l  have r e 

p e a te d  H i t l e r ' s  o f f e n s e  a g a in s t  th e  Jew s, and I  s a y  th a t  God i s  an gry

83w ith  a n a t io n  t h a t  a l lo w s  th a t  to  h ap pen ."  W r it in g  in  L i s  t e n . America 

he d e c la r e d ,

The N a z is  m urdered s i x  m i l l i o n  Jew s, and c e r t a i n l y  th e  N a z is  
f e l l  under th e  hand o f  th e  judgm ent o f  God f o r  th o s e  a t r o c i t i e s . 
S o - c a l l e d  C h r is t ia n  A m erica h as m urdered more unborn in n o c e n ts  
than  t h a t .  How do we th in k  t h a t  we s h a l l  e s c a p e  th e  judgm ent 
o f  God?84

"A n a t io n  th a t  i s  m urdering  one and a h a l f  m i l l i o n  unborn b a b ie s  a 

y e a r  . . .  i s  under th e  w rath  o f  a lm ig h t ly  God," he t o ld  th e  F lo r id a

ii 8 5r a l l y .

He h as r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o r t io n  a s  a $2 b i l l i o n  a y e a r  in d u s tr y

86s a y in g  t h a t  " i t ' s  a v e r y  lu c r a t i v e  b u s in e s s  t o  k i l l  b a b ie s ."  And, 

he a s k s ,  " d id  you  know th a t  a b o r t io n  c l i n i c s  th a t  m urdered 1 .4  m i l l i o n  

b a b ie s  l a s t  y e a r  l e g a l l y  . . . earn ed  $2 b i l l i o n  d o in g  i t ?  . . . Be

ca u se  o f  f e d e r a l  fu n d in g  f o r  a b o r t io n ,  your ta x  m on ies a r e  p a y in g  f o r

87murder f o r  h i r e ."  A t th e  F lo r id a  r a l l y ,  he s a id ,  "W e've d e c la r e d

war on th e  baby k i l l i n g  in d u s tr y  in  A m erica . . . . O b v io u s ly , th e y

have l o t s  o f  m oney, b e c a u se  th e y  make money k i l l i n g  p e o p le .  And th e y

88do i t  under p r o t e c t io n  o f  la w . . . ." The im p l ic a t io n  was th a t  s t o p 

p in g  i t  w ould  be d i f f i c u l t ,  b e c a u se  i t  was s o  l u c r a t i v e .

F a lw e l l  b e l i e v e s  i t  m ust be s to p p e d , " th a t  unborn b a b ie s  have  

th e  r ig h t  t o  l i f e  a s  much a s  b a b ie s  t h a t  have b een  b o r a ,"  and h e e s t a b 

l i s h e d  M oral M a jo r ity  to  p r o v id e  "a v o ic e  and a d e fe n s e  f o r  th e  human
89and c i v i l  r ig h t s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  unborn b a b ie s ."
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He and h i s  M oral M a jo r ity  have jo in e d  w ith  o t h e r s ,  C a th o l ic s

f o r  in s t a n c e ,  t o  push  fo r  p a s sa g e  o f  a "human l i f e  amendment" to  th e

c o n s t i t u t i o n .  He b e l i e v e s  th e  amendment i s  th e  o n ly  p o s s i b l e  way l e g a l -

90iz e d  a b o r t io n  can b e s to p p ed  now.

P ro -F a m ily  A rgu m en ts. F a lw e l l  e x p la in e d  in  s e v e r a l  ways h i s

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  B i b l i c a l  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  f a m ily .  H is v ie w  o f

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  monogamous fa m ily  i s  d e r iv e d  from  th e  J u d e o -C h r is t ia n

e t h i c  w h ich  i s  b ased  on th e  B ib le :

The Judaeo p a r t  o f  th e  e t h i c  i s  G e n e s is  2 : 2 1 - 2 4 .  God rea ch ed  
down and to o k  [E v e j o u t  o f  th e  s id e  o f  Adam. . . .  He b rou gh t  
them t o g e th e r  and s a id  th e  two s h a l l  becom e one f l e s h .  The 
C h r is t ia n  p a r t  o f  th e  e t h i c  i s  E p h es ia n s  5 :2 2 -3 3  . . .  a fa m ily  
b e g in s  when a man l e g a l l y  m a r r ie s  a woman, and th e r e  i s  no d i 
v e r s e  fa m ily  form  a c c e p ta b le  to  th e  A lm ig h ty . T hat i s  th e  
J u d a e o -C h r is t ia n  e t h i c . 91

In  th e  F lo r id a  r a l l y ,  he s a i d ,

God A lm ig h ty  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e home f i r s t .  R e c e n t ly  I  was b e in g  
in te r v ie w e d  in  W a sh in g to n . A m ajor netw ork  in t e r v ie w e r  s a i d ,  
'D o c to r , w hat r i g h t  do you  B a p t i s t s  have in  p u sh in g  o v e r  on th e  

A m erican p u b l ic  your c o n c e p t  o f  a fa m ily ,,a  man m arr ied  to  a 
woman l e g a l l y ? '  I  s a id  'H ey , th e  B a p t i s t s  d i d n ' t  s t a r t  th e  
f a m i ly .  God A lm ig h ty  s t a r t e d  th e  fa m ily  back  in  th e  Garden o f  
E den, and He w a s n 't  a B a p t i s t  t h e n . '  And th e  f a c t  i s  th a t  God 
A lm ig h ty  e s t a b l i s h e d  one man f o r  one woman f o r  one l i f e t i m e .
T h a t 's  th e  i d e a l .  And God made Adam and E v e , n o t  Adam and
S t e v e ,  and God had a p la n  . . . t h a t  w ould  honor and g l o r i f y  
Him. . . .  I  have n o t  found  any a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a t  im proved  on
th a t  p l a n . '^2

I t  was on t h e s e  B i b l i c a l  grounds t h a t  F a lw e l l  b u i l t  h i s  l i n e  o f  

argum ent c o n c e r n in g  h i s  p r o - fa m ily  p o s i t i o n .  A B i b l e - b e l i e v i n g  Jew or  

C h r is t ia n ,  he s a i d ,  has no prob lem  d e f in in g  th e  f a m i ly .  I t  " i s  d e f in e d  

in  t h i s  Book [ t h e  B ib le j  a s  a man l e g a l l y  m arried  to  a woman f o r  l i f e

f o r  th e  p u rp ose  o f  r e a r in g  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  n u r tu r e  and th e  a d m o n itio n

125



www.manaraa.com

o f  th e  L ord . I t ' s  o n ly  been  in  r e c e n t  d a y s ,"  he ad d ed , " th a t  w e 'v e  had

93d i f f i c u l t y  d e f in in g  th e  fa m ily ."

F a lw e l l  b e l i e v e s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  " i s  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  th e

94c o r n e r s to n e  o f  th e  r e p u b l ic ."  He s a i d ,  a t  th e  r a l l y  in  W ash in g ton ,

D .C .,  t h a t  "we b e l i e v e  th e  C h r is t ia n  home i s  th a t  b a s ic  u n i t  in  s o c i e t y

95upon w h ich  t h i s  n a t io n  was in d eed  fo u n d ed ."  In  h is  " A m erica , Y o u 're

Too Young to  D ie"  t e l e v i s i o n  s p e c i a l ,  F a lw e l l  p ro c la im ed  th a t  no one

"can  . . . deny th e  im p o rta n ce  th e  f a m ily ,  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  monogamous

96f a m ily ,  h as p la y e d  in  A m erican h i s t o r y ."  He s a y s ,  " i t  i s  th e  fu n d a-

97m en ta l b u i ld in g  b lo c k  and b a s ic  u n i t  o f  our s o c i e t y . "  A t th e  N a t io n a l

A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R e l ig io u s  B r o a d c a s te r s  a n n u a l m e e t in g , he a r g u e d ,

I f  a n a t io n  i s  g r e a t ,  w ith o u t  q u e s t io n in g  . . .  i t  has a c o n s t i 
tu e n c y  o f  g r e a t  f a m i l i e s  . . .  I  th in k  th e  f a m i ly ,  t h e r e ' s  no  
q u e s t io n  ab ou t i t ,  i s  th e  b a s ic  u n i t  i n  G od's s o c i e t y  a n d , f u r 
th erm o re , t h a t  i t  i s  th e  b a s ic  u n i t  in  c i v i l i z e d  s o c i e t y .  Amer
ic a  i s  g r e a t  b e c a u se  God has g iv e n  to  A m erica g r e a t ,  g r e a t  
f a m i l i e s .9 8

In  th e  S ou th  C a r o lin a  r a l l y ,  he s a id  " I'm  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  fa m ily  i s

th e  m ost v i t a l ,  th e  m ost im p o rta n t e n t i t y  in  A m erican l i f e  and s o c i e t y ,

99and I  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  i f  A m erica s u r v iv e s ,  th e  fa m ily  m ust s u r v iv e ."

F a lw e l l  f e a r s  th a t  (1 )  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m ily ,  a man and a 

woman l e g a l l y  m arried  to  ea ch  o th e r  f o r  l i f e  a s  p r e s c r ib e d  in  th e  B i b l e ,  

i s  in  d an ger; (2 ) governm ent a c t io n s  a r e  th e  prim ary f o r c e  d e s t r o y in g  

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily ;  and (3 ) o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s  in  s o c i e t y ,  su ch  a s  

th e  a b o r t i o n i s t ,  th e  h o m o se x u a l, th e  f e m i n i s t ,  and th e  c h i l d r e n ' s  r i g h t s  

m ovem ents, th e  e n te r ta in m e n t  and p o rn o g ra p h ic  i n d u s t r i e s ,  and h u m a n is t ic  

e d u c a to r s , a r e  a l s o  d e d ic a te d  to  d e s t r o y in g  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i ly .
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"As we fa c e  th e  1980s . . . b a r r in g  d iv in e  in t e r v e n t i o n ,  r a d ic a l

a c t i o n ,  th e  monogamous f a m ily ,  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  A m erican  fa m ily  . . .

w i l l  becom e e x t i n c t . " T h e  fa m ily  in  A m erica i s  in  s e r io u s  t r o u b le ,"

he w a r n s . O n  th e  " A m erica , Y o u 're  Too Young t o  D ie"  t e l e v i s i o n

s p e c i a l ,  he n o te d ,  "Our n a t io n  to d a y  i s  in  a  fa m ily  c r i s i s .  . . . And

w ith  a l l  th e  p r e s s u r e s  upon th e  f a m ily ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  a t  l e a s t  to

. . . p r o j e c t  t h a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  monogamous fa m ily  may c e a s e  t o  be

102d u r in g  . . . th e  1 9 8 0 s ."

A t th e  S ou th  D akota r a l l y ,  F a l w e l l ,  sp e a k in g  a b o u t a cam paign

t o  c le a n  up t e l e v i s i o n  w h ich  i s  b r in g in g  pornography in t o  o u r  hom es,

s a i d ,  " I t  i s n ' t  a m a tte r  o f  i f  we s h o u ld ,  we m ust do i t .  Our f a m i l i e s ,

103o u r m oral v a lu e s  a r e  a t  s t a k e ."  B eca u se  th e  fa m ily  i s  th e  c o r n e r 

s t o n e  o f  A m erica , F a lw e l l  r e a s o n s  t h a t  "when th e  home b e g in s  t o  d eg en -

104e r a t e  a l l  t h a t ' s  p r e c io u s  t o  [o u r ]  s o c i e t y  g o es  w ith  i t . "  F u r th e r 

m ore, h e  w ould r e a s o n , i f  we can  s a v e  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i ly ,  we can  

sa v e  A m erica . As he s a i d ,  " I  k e p t  w a it in g  f o r  som eone . . . b u t no 

r e a l  le a d e r  a p p e a r e d . F i n a l l y ,  I  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  we had t o  a c t  o u r s e lv e s ,  

S om eth in g  had to  be done n o w . " ^  And s o ,  h e  s e t  o u t to  s a v e  th e  t r a 

d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  as p a r t  o f  h i s  c a l l  and c ru sa d e  t o  sa v e  A m erica , b e 

c a u se  h e b e l i e v e d  a "war a g a in s t  th e  fa m ily "  was b e in g  waged on a l l  

106f r o n t s .  "The war a g a in s t  th e  fa m ily  i s  r a g in g ,"  h e  t o ld  th e  Na-

107t i o n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R e l ig io u s  B r o a d c a s te r s .  "The fa m ily  i s  under

108a s s a u l t  in  A m erica ,"  he t o ld  th e  F lo r id a  r a l l y .

The war a g a in s t  th e  f a m i ly ,  he b e l i e v e s ,  i s  b e in g  waged b y  th e  

v e r y  e n t i t y  in  our s o c i e t y  bound t o  p r o t e c t  i t ,  th e  f e d e r a l  govern m en t.
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"Government l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  becom ing th e  N o. 1 f o r c e  fo r  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  

109o f  th e  fa m ily ."  The govern m en t, he s a y s ,  i s  " le a d in g  th e  war a g a in s t  

th e  fa m ily ."

I t  w ould seem  t h a t  th e  governm ent . . .  in  t h i s  c i t y  [W a sh in g to n , 
D .C .Jh as made on a l l  o u t  d e term in e d  e f f o r t  t o  w ip e  o u t  th e  fam
i l y  . . .  a s  th e  B ib le  t e a c h e s  i t  to  b e .  Now t h a t  i s  n o t  j u s t  
r h e t o r i c ,  th a t  i s  f a c t .  I  w i l l  n o t  . . . ta k e  th e  tim e to  p o in t  
o u t th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  th e  l a s t  te n  y e a r s ,  f o r  exa m p le , t h a t  h as  
b een  a n t i - f a m i l y  in  m o t iv a t io n  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n te n t  and c e r t a i n l y  
r e s u l t s .  B ut i t  i s  a f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  h a p p e n in g .

"Somehow, in  th e  l a s t  30 y e a r s ,"  he d e c la r e d ,  "W ashington h as become a

h aven  o f  a n t i - f a m i l y  b u r e a u c r a ts

As an ex a m p le , he e x p la in s  " th a t  r i g h t  now i t  i s  more fa v o r a b le

f i n a n c i a l l y  f o r  a man and a woman to  b e  l i v i n g  to g e th e r  u n m a rried , a t

t a x  t im e , r a th e r  th an  m a r r ie d . T h a t’ s a tr a g e d y  a g a in s t  th e  home, and

112i t  m ust be ch a n g ed ."  As a n o th e r  ex a m p le , he o f t e n  m en tio n s  th e  Gay

R ig h ts  B i l l  in  C o n g r e ss , in tr o d u c e d  by R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Ted W eiss  CD-

New Y o r k ) , w h ich  w ould r e c o g n iz e  h om o sex u a ls  a s  an o f f i c i a l  m in o r ity

l i k e  b la c k s ,  h i s p a n i c s ,  and women. I t  i s  a n t i - f a m i l y ,  F a lw e l l  c o n te n d s ,

b e c a u se  i t  w ould g iv e  them an a d v a n ta g e  o v er  h e t e r o s e x u a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y

t h o s e  who a r e  l e g a l l y  m a r r ie d . One a d v a n ta g e  i s  t h a t  e m p lo y e r s , even

F u n d a m e n ta lis t  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l s ,  c o u ld  be r e q u ir e d  t o  h ir e  a c e r t a in

113q u ota  o f  h om osexu a ls  "com m ensurate t o  th e  p o p u la t io n  in  th e  a r e a ."

F a lw e l l  e x c la im e d , in  l i g h t  o f  th e  f i f t y - o n e  c o -s p o n s o r s  o f  th e  b i l l ,

th a t  one "would th in k  i t  w ould  be im p o s s ib le  t o  f in d  in  c i v i l i z e d

A m erica one congressm an  a s  a s in in e  a s  th o s e  f i f t y - o n e  a n t i - f a m i ly "

114c o n g ressm en .

A n o th er  exam ple i s  a b o r t io n .  As he s a id  a t  th e  New J e r s e y

r a l l y ,
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Did you know t h a t ,  in  1 9 7 3 , th e  Supreme C o u rt, by a  7 to  2 v o t e ,  
e l im in a te d  th e  s t a t e  law s o f  a l l  f i f t y  s t a t e s  by f l a t ,  n o t  demo
c r a t i c  p r o c e s s ,  and in  one v o te  l e g a l i z e d  a b o r t io n  on demand 
w hich  has r e s u l t e d  in  th e  murder o f  7 to  8 m i l l i o n  b a b ie s  in  
A m erica s in c e  t h a t  t im e ? ! ^

The W hite House C o n feren ce  on F a m il ie s  i s  F a l w e l l ' s  fo r e m o st  

example o f  th e  a n t i - f a m i l y  a t t i t u d e  in  g overn m en t. The "breakdown in  

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  monogamous fa m ily "  i s  d u e , h e s a y s ,  t o  " p r e ssu r e  from  

the f e d e r a l  g overn m en t, p e r v e r s e  movements l i k e  th e  W hite House C o n fer 

e n c e  on F a m i l i e s .  . . He d i s c u s s e s  th e  c o n fe r e n c e  a t  le n g th  in

s e v e r a l  o f  th e  " I  L ove A m erica" r a l l i e s .  A t th e  S ou th  C a r o lin a  r a l l y ,  

f o r  ex a m p le , he s a id :

The fa m ily  r i g h t  now . . .  i s  in  s e r io u s  c o n d i t io n ,  and I  co n 
s t a n t l y  f in d  m y s e lf  in  m edia  d i s c u s s i o n  and d e b a te s  b a t t l i n g  
o v er  w hat t h e  fa m ily  i s .  When P r e s id e n t  C a r te r  was cam paign
in g  l a s t  t im e , he p rom ised  to  sh o r e  up th e  fa m ily  . . . t o  
h o ld  a c o n fe r e n c e  on th e  f a m ily .  Four y e a r s  have p a s s e d ,  and 
s o  now i t ' s  f i n a l l y  becom ing a r e a l i t y .  But i t ' s  n o t  c a l l e d  
th e  W hite House C o n fe ren ce  on th e  F a m ily ; i t ' s  c a l l e d  th e  
W hite House C o n fe ren ce  on F a m i l i e s ,  p l u r a l .  The f o r t y - o n e  
p e r so n s  who c o n t r o l  t h a t  c o n fe r e n c e  . . . th e  N a t io n a l  A d v is 
o ry  C om m ittee , w ere a p p o in te d  by P r e s id e n t  C a r te r ,  and f o r t y  
o f  them a r e  a n t i - t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  p e r s o n s ;  t h a t  i s ,  th e y  
fa v o r  h om osexu a l m a r r ia g e s ,  th e y  fa v o r  a b o r t io n  and o th e r  
a n t i - b i b l i c a l  m oral p r i n c i p l e s . O nly one o f  them , Barbara  
S m ith , a Mormon, i s  p r o - f a m ily .  T h a t 's  a lo a d e d  d e c k . . . .

I  w ould  l i k e  to  s a y  t h a t  th e  governm ent has becom e th e  a r c h 
enemy o f  th e  fa m ily  and th e  W hite H ouse C o n fe ren ce  on Fam i
l i e s  h as now begun to  d e v e lo p  a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  fa m ily  a s  I  
q u o te ,  'Any two p e r s o n s  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r . '  T hink  t h a t  one o v er  
and you  w i l l  g e t  th e  id e a  o f  how p e r v e r te d  t h i s  c o n fe r e n c e  has  
becom e, s o  p e r v e r te d  th a t  in  V ir g in ia  we had to  a lm o s t  ambush 
[th em ] . . .  in  o rd er  to  g e t  our d e le g a t e s  e l e c t e d ,  and we d id ,  
and now th e y  a r e  th in k in g  a b o u t g o in g  to  c o u r t  t o  d i s a l l o w  our  
d e le g a t e s  who w ere e l e c t e d  by p o p u la r  v o t e . The same th in g  
happened in  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  A r k a n sa s , a c r o s s  th e  c o u n tr y . W e ll,  
a t  th e  same t im e , th e  g o v ern o r  o f  Alabama f e l t  t h a t  th e  d e f i n i 
t i o n  . . . com ing o u t o f  th e  W hite House C o n fe ren ce  on F a m il ie s  
was s o  a n t i - f a m i l y  and s o  f o r e ig n  t o  w hat Alabama p e o p le  f e e l  
ab o u t th e  fa m ily  t h a t  h e  w ith d rew  th e  s t a t e  o f  Alabama from
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th e  c o n fe r e n c e .  . . . Then th e  s t a t e  o f  I n d ia n a , by th e  g o v e r 
n o r ’ s d e c i s i o n ,  d id  th e  same t h in g .  And s t a t e  a f t e r  s t a t e  now, 
th e  g o v ern o rs  o f  th e  s t a t e s  h ave  to  rebuke th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s  on su ch  a v i t a l  i s s u e  a s  th e  fa m ily .  And we have  
found i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  co n d u ct a c o m p e t i t iv e  c o n fe r e n c e  on th e  
fa m ily  th a t  w i l l  m eet i n  th e  Long B each M u n ic ip a l A u d ito r iu m  
w ith  1 2 ,0 0 0  p e o p le ,  J u ly  1 2 , th e  same day t h a t ,  in  Los A n g e le s ,  
t h e  W hite House C o n feren ce  i s  h a v in g  i t s  c o n c lu d in g  m e e tin g  
w ith  2 ,0 0 0  p e o p le .

A t th e  M ich igan  r a l l y ,  he s a id  som ewhat th e  same th in g  b u t added some

p e r t in e n t  d e t a i l s :

R ig h t  now, I  am t r a v e l l i n g  a b o u t 5 ,0 0 0  m ile s  a w eek , a s  a r e  a num
b er  o f  o th e r  p a s to r s  w ork in g  w ith  m e, to  b a t t l e  th e  W hite House 
C o n fe ren ce  on F a m i l ie s .  You s a y ,  'Why a r e  you  d o in g  t h a t ? '  Be
c a u s e  f o r t y  o f  th e  f o r t y - o n e  p e r so n s  on th e  N a t io n a l  A d v iso r y  
C om m ittee o f  th e  W hite House C o n fe ren ce  on F a m il ie s  . . . a r e  
A n t i - t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  p e r s o n s .  T hat i s ,  th e y  a r e  p r o - a b o r t io n ,  
p ro -h o m o sex u a l m a r r ia g e , e t  c e t e r a . O nly o n e , a Mormon la d y ,  
B arbara S m ith , i s  p r o - t r a d i t io n a l  f a m ily .  W e ll ,  o b v io u s ly  one  
p e r so n  ca n n o t sway f o r t y .  And th e  r e s u l t  i s  th a t  a l l  50  s t a t e s ,  
th e  g o v e r n o r s  a r e  h a v in g  p r e s s u r e  put upon them to  make a p p o in t 
m ents to  th e  s t a t e  d e le g a t io n s  t h a t  in c lu d e ,  and t h e s e  a r e  th e  
w ords o f  Jim  Guy T ucker who h ead s th a t  p a r t ic u l a r  co m m ittee , 
'd iv e r s e  fa m ily  fo r m s .'  And t h a t  s c a r e s  m e. D iv e r s e  fa m ily  
form s w ith o u t  g iv in g  any c o n s id e r a t io n ,  he s a y s ,  to  s e x u a l  p r e f 
e r e n c e  o r  o r i e n t a t i o n .  T hat s c a r e s  me t o o .

And s o  w e 'r e  g o in g  o u t t r y in g  to  g e t  a m a jo r ity  o f  d e le g a t e s  in  
e v e r y  s t a t e  and e v e r y  p la c e  w here p o p u la r  v o te  h as b een  a l lo w e d ,  
w e 'v e  won: V i r g i n i a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  A r k a n sa s , M is s o u r i ,  you name
i t .  We w in  o v erw h e lm in g ly  b e c a u se  th e  A m erican p e o p le  a r e  s t i l l  
good p e o p le .  We h a v e  no p rob lem  w ith  th e  p e o p le ,  j u s t  th e  le a d 
e r s .  And s o ,  I  w ant to  sa y  q u ic k ly ,  n o t  a l l  th e  le a d e r s  o f  c o u r se  
b u t some o f  th e  k ey  p e o p le  i n  k ey  p la c e s  a r e  a p p o in t in g  a n t i 
fa m ily  p e o p le  t o  th e s e  d e l e g a t i o n s .  And now we have f i n a l l y  
changed th e  r u le s  . . .  a s  f o l l o w s :  Now t h e y ,  in  th e  v o t in g  in
o f  d e le g a t e s  have b een  w a iv ed  and th e  g o v ern o r  i s  now a p p o in t 
in g  a l l  th e  d e l e g a t e s .  They a r e  p u t in  a h a t  w ith  th ou sa n d s  
o f  names t h e r e ,  and nobody knows w hose names a r e  in  th e  h a t  
and why th e y  a r e  drawn o u t ,  you  know who comes o u t .  Now, what 
am I  sa y in g ?  I'm  s a y in g ,  why sh o u ld  we h ave  to  f i g h t  our g o v e r n 
ment f o r  our fa m ily ?  We o u gh t n o t  to  be f i g h t i n g  w ith  them and  
th e y  w ith  u s . We sh o u ld  n o t  h ave t o  be a t  en m ity  w ith  a l l  our  
own governm ent t o  p r e s e r v e  our f a m i l i e s .
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A month a g o , s i x  weeks a g o , I  was h a v in g  b r e a k f a s t  w ith  P r e s id e n t  
C a rter  in  t h e  W hite H ou se, and I  a sk ed  him  why f o r t y  o f  th e  
f o r t y - o n e  com m ittee  members w ere a n t i - f a m i l y  in  t h e i r  c o n v ic 
t i o n s .  He s a i d ,  'J e r r y ,  we C h r is t ia n s  can  s ta n d  c o m p e t it io n ,  
c a n ' t  w e?' X s a i d ,  rI  d o n 't  mind c o m p e t i t io n ,  S i r ,  I  j u s t  d o n 't  
l i k e  a lo a d ed  d e c k . '  And I  a sk ed  th e  P r e s id e n t  why we c o u ld  n o t ,
I  s a id  85% o f  a l l  A m ericans l i v e  in  a t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  m old , 
th a t  i s  a man m arried  t o  a woman [ t h e  o p p o s i t e  i s  t r u e ] , and a l l  
th e  c o n n e c t io n s  th e r e fr o m , why c o u ld  we n o t  have had 85% r e p r e s e n 
t a t i o n  and th e  kooks have th e  15%? Why r e v e r s e  i t ?  W e ll,  th e  
f a c t  i s  th a t  i t  h a s n ' t  worked th a t  way in  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  groups  
who a r e  n o t  in  th e  m a j o r i t y .  They a r e  n o t  in  th e  m a j o r it y ,  th e y  
a r e  j u s t  v e r y  s m a ll m in o r i ty ,  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s , a r e  in  k ey  
p o s i t i o n s  o f  power in  th e  governm ent to d a y  and a r e  l i t e r a l l y  
r u in in g ,  d e s t r o y in g  e v e r y th in g  our F ou n d in g  F a th e r s  p u t t o g e t h e r .  
And th e  tim e h as come when C h r is t ia n s  have g o t  t o  g e t  in v o lv e d

As s e e n  in  th e s e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  a m ain c o n cer n  o f  F a lw e l l  was th e

f a i l u r e  o f  th e  c o n fe r e n c e  to  f o l lo w  a t r a d i t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e

f a m ily .  He o b je c te d  t o  d e f in in g  a fa m ily  a s  any two p e r so n s  l i v i n g

t o g e t h e r ,  b e c a u se  i t  " le a v e s  th e  d oor  w id e open f o r  common law  m arriages

[a n d ] fo r  h om osexu a l m a rr ia g es"  w ith  t h e i r  c o n se q u e n t r i g h t  to  a d op t  

119c h i l d r e n .

"What a tr a g e d y ,"  he la m en ted , " th a t  th e  p e o p le  h ave t o  s a y ,  on

b e h a lf  o f  th e  govern m en t, w hat i s  r i g h t  and f i g h t  th e  governm ent who

120i s  su p p osed  to  be our f r ie n d  and r e p r e s e n t  u s ."  But th e r e  a r e  o th e r

f o r c e s  b e s id e s  govern m en t, F a lw e l l  a r g u e s ,  t h a t  a r e  e q u a l ly  a n t i - f a m i l y ,  

In  A m erica d u r in g  th e  l a s t  t w e n t y - f iv e  y e a r s ,  he a s s e r t s ,  "we have

121d e s e c r a te d  . . .  . [ t h e ]  B i b l i c a l  p r in c i p l e  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily ."

In  an a r t i c l e  i n  th e  Los A n g e le s  T im e s , he w r o te  t h a t  " th e  f e m in i s t s  

m ovem ent, th e  c h i ld r e n s '  r i g h t s  m ovem ent, th e  e n te r ta in m e n t  in d u s t r y ,  

h u m an ists  in  s e c u la r  e d u c a t io n ,  p o r n o g r a p h e r s , and o th e r s  seem  d e d i

c a te d  t o  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  monogamous, t r a d i t i o n a l  A m erican

e~ . . .  ,,122f a m i l y ."
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In  th e  K entucky r a l l y ,  he in d ic t e d  th e  m edia in d u s tr y  e s p e -

c i a l l y - - t e l e v i s i o n ,  m o v ie s , and p u b l is h e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  h om osexual

r e v o lu t io n ,  th e  f e m in i s t  m ovem ent, th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment, th e

C h ild r e n s '  R ig h ts  m ovem ent, and a b o r t i o n i s t s - - f o r  t h e i r  a n t i - f a m i l y

123p o l i c i e s  and p r a c t i c e s .  B eh in d  t h e s e  f o r c e s ,  he b e l i e v e s ,  i s  what

he c a l l s  th e  " c u l t  o f  th e  p layb oy"  w hich  "has perm eated  our s o c i e t y

in  th e  l a s t  tw en ty  y e a r s ,"  a p h ilo s o p h y  t h a t  " t e l l s  a man he d o es n o t

have t o  be com m itted  t o  h i s  w i f e  and c h i ld r e n ."  The r e s u l t  has b een  a

s e x u a l  r e v o lu t io n  in  w h ich  " p r o m is c u ity  h as become th e  l i f e - s t y l e  o f

124A m erica . . . [an d  h a s ]  u l t im a t e l y  c o r r u p t [e d ]  th e  f a m i l y . ” A ccord 

in g  t o  F a l w e l l ,  th e  p la y b o y  p h ilo s o p h y  has perm eated  our s o c i e t y  by  

i n f i l t r a t i n g  and d o m in a tin g  th e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and 

r e l i g i o u s  L ib e r a ls  who have c o n t r o l l e d  s o c i e t y  f o r  th e  l a s t  tw en ty  

y e a r s .

How d o es F a lw e l l  sa y  th e y  have d e s e c r a te d  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

fa m ily ?  In  a n sw er in g  t h a t  q u e s t io n ,  i t  i s  im p o rta n t to  n o te  s e v e r a l  

t h in g s :  o n e , he d e a ls  o n ly  w ith  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  and prom oted by L ib e r a ls

t h a t  h a v e , in  h i s  o p in io n ,  d e s e c r a te d  th e  fa m ily  a d v e r s e ly ;  tw o , he  

d o es  n o t  u s u a l ly  e x p la in  c l e a r l y  or  a rg u e  l o g i c a l l y  how th e y  have d e s e 

c r a te d  th e  f a m ily ,  nor d o es  he d em o n str a te  th e  c o n n e c t io n  b etw een  h i s  

p r o - fa m ily  p o s i t i o n  and th o s e  i s s u e s  he r e l a t e s  to  i t ;  r a t h e r ,  he 

d e c la r e s  t h a t  th e y  h ave  a d v e r s e ly  a f f e c t e d  th e  fa m ily  w it h o u t ,  in  m ost 

c a s e s ,  sh ow in g  o r  s u b s t a n t ia t in g  how.

An exam ple i s  how th e  a b o r t io n  movement h as a d v e r s e ly  a f f e c t e d  

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m ily .  F a lw e l l  b e l i e v e s  " th e  fa m ily  i s  in  danger"  

b e c a u se  o f  a b o r t io n  and e x p la in s  i t  t h i s  way:
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E ig h ty  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  a b o r t io n s  l a s t  y e a r  w ere unwed, te e n a g e  
m o th e r s . What a r e  we s a y in g  t o  th o s e  l i t t l e  g i r l s ?  'L iv e  l i k e  
a n im a ls  and murder th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s , no paym ent f o r  your s i n s .
Why g e t  m arried ?  L iv e  w ith  h im . D o n 't  have h i s  c h i ld r e n ,  k i l l  
them l Keep l i v i n g  w ith  h im .' And we d e s t r o y  n o t  o n ly  th o se  
l i t t l e  b a b ie s  b u t th o s e  te e n a g e  g i r l s  and b oys.l^ -*

I t  i s  a s  c l e a r  a s  any e x p la n a t io n  he g i v e s .  The im p l ic a t io n  i s  t h a t ,  

by th e  a b o r t io n  p o l i c y  and p r o c e s s ,  we a r e  d e s t r o y in g  n o t  o n ly  th e  

c o n c e p t  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  in  th e  m inds o f  te e n a g e r s  b u t a l s o  

th e  n a tu r a l  f r u i t  o f  th e  f a m ily ,  c h i l d r e n ,  and th u s i t s  p r e s e n t  s t a b i l 

i t y  and f u t u r e  e x i s t e n c e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a h e a lt h y  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  in  

th e  f u t u r e .  H is r e a s o n in g  i s  t h a t  n o t  o n ly  unborn b a b ie s  b u t th e  

n a tu r a l  d ev e lo p m en t and grow th o f  th e  fa m ily  a r e  a b o r te d  by a b o r t io n .

How has th e  f e m in i s t  movement a f f e c t e d  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily ?  

At th e  a n n u a l c o n fe r e n c e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R e l ig io u s  

B r o a d c a s te r s ,  he in d ic t e d  th e  f e m in i s t s  f o r  t h e i r  d e c e p t io n .

The f e m in i s t  movement . . . a l l  th o s e  v e r y  f i n e  women in  A m erica  
a r e  d e c e iv e d  in t o  th in k in g  i t  i s  a m a tte r  o f  e q u a l pay f o r  e q u a l  
w ork , e q u a l o p p o r tu n ity ,  e t  c e t e r a . . . . The f e m in i s t  movement
i s  n o t  a  m a tte r  o f  eq u a l r i g h t s  f o r  women, i t  i s  a u n is e x u a l  
d e v ic e  t o  e l im in a t e  th e  G o d -g iv en  d i f f e r e n c e s  th a t  e x i s t  b etw een  
th e  s e x e s . And th e  end r e s u l t  w i l l  be on ce more g r e a t  damage 
to  th e  monogamous, t r a d i t i o n a l  A m erican  f a m i l y . 125

F a lw e l l  s a id  a t  th e M ich ig a n  r a l l y :

I'm  f o r  e q u a l r i g h t s  f o r  women. . . .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  any woman 
ou gh t to  g e t  e q u a l pay f o r  e q u a l work t h a t  a man d o es  . She ou gh t  
to  have th e  same p o t e n t ia l  f o r  grow th and d e v e lo p m e n t. As a m at
t e r  o f  f a c t ,  b e c a u se  th e y  have b een  h e ld  b a ck , I  th in k  th e y  ou gh t  
t o  be g iv e n  a l i t t l e  a d v a n ta g e  to  b e g in  w i t h .  . . .  So I  w ant to  
r e p e a t  . . . t h a t  I'm  v e r y  much f o r  e q u a l r i g h t s ,  b u t  I'm  opposed  
t o  th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment b e c a u se  o f  [ i t s ]  v e r y  am biguous
w o r d in g .127

Of c o u r s e ,  th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment i s  prom oted by th e  fe m in 

i s t s  and i s  p u rp o rted  to  b e  an amendment g iv in g  women e q u a l r i g h t s  w ith
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men. B ut F a lw e l l  sa y s  h e  b e l i e v e s  " n ot o n ly  in  e q u a l r i g h t s  fo r

women . . . b u t in  s u p e r io r  r i g h t s  fo r  our women." He e x p la in s :

We b e l i e v e  we o u gh t to  h e lp  them on w ith  t h e i r  c o a t s  and open  th e  
d o o rs  f o r  them and work f o r  t h e i r  su p p o r t and p r o t e c t  them on th e  
b a t t l e f i e l d s  and lo v e  them and c a r e  f o r  them . . . . But we do 
n o t ,  I  e m p h a siz e , do n o t  b e l i e v e  in  th e  am biguous w ord in g  o f  th e  
E qual R ig h ts  Amendment, b e c a u se  i t  may one day be th a t  our women 
w i l l  have t o  e n t e r  u n is e x u a l  t o i l e t s  and f i g h t  on b a t t l e f i e l d s  
w here men b e lo n g  and l o t s  o f  o th e r  u n a c c e p ta b le  t h i n g s .  So we 
o p p ose  i t  b e c a u se  we b e l i e v e  in  s u p e r io r  r i g h t s  f o r  women. And 
th e  B e l la  Abzugs and G lo r ia  S te in em s and B e t ty  F r e id e n s  and th e  
o th e r  f a i l u r e s  who a r e  le a d in g  th e  movement a r e  t r y in g  to  b r in g  
th e  e le v a t e d  womanhood o f  A m erica down t o  t h e i r  b a se  l e v e l .
And we a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  to  su b m it to  t h a t . 1^8

I t  sh o u ld  b e n o ted  t h a t ,  on some i s s u e s ,  F a lw e l l  d id  n o t  ta k e

h i s  s t a n c e  on th e  b a s i s  o f  a s p e c i f i c  s ta te m e n t  in  th e  B ib le  b u t r a th e r

on th e  grounds o f  h i s  b e l i e f s  a b o u t th e  g e n e r a l  t e a c h in g s  o f  th e  B ib le

on th e  i s s u e .  Women's r i g h t s  i s  one o f  th o s e  i s s u e s .

F a lw e l l  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  women have s p e c i a l  r i g h t s  th a t  w ould  be  

l o s t  by p a s sa g e  o f  th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment. "By m andating  an a b so 

l u t e  e q u a l i t y  under th e  la w , i t  w i l l  a c t u a l l y  ta k e  away many o f  th e
129

s p e c i a l  r i g h t s  women now e n jo y ."

I r o n i c a l l y ,  w h ile  he c la im s  to  b e l i e v e  in  s p e c i a l  and s u p e r io r  

r i g h t s  f o r  women, he a l s o  b e l i e v e s  sh e  i s  t o  be s u b o r d in a te  to  h er  h u s

ban d . "A d e f i n i t e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  h o ly  S c r ip t u r e ,"  F a lw e l l  d e c l a r e s ,  "ERA

d e f i e s  th e  m andate t h a t  ' t h e  husband i s  head o f  th e  w i f e ,  ev en  a s  C h r is t

130i s  th e  head o f  th e  c h u r c h .'"  He f e a r s  t h a t  th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amend

ment w ould  d is t u r b  th e  B i b l i c a l l y  m andated r e l a t i o n s h i p  b etw een  husbands  

and w iv e s .  F a lw e l l  a r g u e s  t h a t  th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment " w i l l  f in a n 

c i a l l y  damage th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  women." He s a y s  t h a t ,  "when a man m a rr ie s  

a woman, h e ' s  o b l ig a t e d  to  ta k e  c a r e  o f  h er  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e . "
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B u t, he c o n te n d s , i f  th e  ERA i s  p a s s e d ,  th en  a man c o u ld  n o t  be r e q u ir e d

by any means t o  ta k e  c a r e  o f  h i s  w i f e  and c h i ld r e n  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  b e c a u se

131i t  c o u ld  b e c o n s tr u e d  a s  d is c r im in a t io n  on a c c o u n t  o f  s e x .

P h y l l i s  S c h l a f l y ,  a law yer  and fo u n d e r  o f  a c o n s e r v a t iv e  a c t i v 

i s t  group c a l l e d  E a g le  Forum, i s  F a l w e l l ' s  c l o s e s t  c o h o r t  in  th e  r ig h t  

a g a in s t  th e  f e m in i s t  m ovem ent, and he q u o te s  h er  e x t e n s i v e l y  in  th e  

c h a p te r  on "The F e m in is t  Movement” in  L i s t e n ,  A m er ic a ! He r e p o r t s  a 

sp e e c h  she gave a t  th e  Thomas Road B a p t i s t  Church in  w h ich  sh e  e x p la in e d  

in  d e t a i l  t h e i r  c o n c lu s io n s  a b ou t th e  f e m in i s t  movement and th e  E qual 

R ig h ts  Amendment:

The more I  work w ith  th e  i s s u e  o f  ERA, th e  more I  r e a l i z e  t h a t  
th e  w om en's l i b e r a t i o n  movement i s  a n t i f a m i l y .  The p r o o f  came 
in  November 1977 when th e  c o n fe r e n c e  on I n t e r n a t io n a l  Women's 
Y ear m et in  H o u sto n . I t  p a sse d  t w e n t y - f iv e  r e s o lu t i o n s  w hich  
show v e r y  c l e a r l y  w hat th e  f e m in i s t s  a r e  a f t e r .  They a r e  f o r  
th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment, w h ich  w ould  ta k e  away th e  m arvelou s  
l e g a l  r i g h t s  o f  a woman to  b e a f u l l - t i m e  w i f e  and m other in  th e  
home su p p o r ted  by h e r  h u sb an d . They a r e  f o r  a b o r t io n  on demand, 
f in a n c e d  by th e  governm ent and ta u g h t in  th e  s c h o o l s . They a r e  
f o r  p r i v i l e g e s  f o r  l e s b ia n s  and h om osexu a ls to  t e a c h  in  th e  
s c h o o ls  and t o  a d o p t c h i ld r e n .  They a r e  f o r  th e  governm ent 
a ssu m in g  th e  m ain r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c h i l d  c a r e  b e c a u se  th ey  
th in k  i t  i s  o p p r e s s iv e  and u n fa ir  t h a t  s o c i e t y  e x p e c t s  m others  
t o  lo o k  a f t e r  t h e i r  b a b i e s . A l l  t h e i r  g o a ls  and dogmas a r e  a n t i 
f a m ily .  They b e l i e v e  t h a t  God made a m is ta k e  when He made two 
d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  p e o p le .  They b e l i e v e  t h a t  we sh o u ld  u se  th e  
C o n s t i t u t io n  and l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  e l im in a t e  th e  e t e r n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  
and th e  r o l e s  t h a t  God h a s  o r d a in e d  b etw een  men and women. They  
w ant to  r e q u ir e  a l l  law s and r e g u la t io n s  and a l l  s c h o o ls  t o  t r e a t
men and women e x a c t l y  th e  sam e. They w ant to  do i t  w ith  f e d e r a l
c o n t r o l .  . . . They w ant to  g iv e  th e  h om osexu a ls  and th e  le s b ia n s  
th e  same d ig n i t y  a s  husbands and w iv e s . They w ant t o  g iv e  th e  
woman who h as an i l l e g i t i m a t e  baby th e  same d ig n i t y  a s  th e  one  
who h as had one in  h o ly  m atrim ony . . . ERA w ould  do t h i s  w ith  
th e  power o f  th e  f e d e r a l  g o vern m en t. . . .  We m ust c o n t in u e  to  
f i g h t  a g a in s t  th e  ERA and t o  w in  t h i s  b a t t l e  fo r  God, f o r  th e
d ig n i t y  o f  women, and f o r  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  f a m i l y .132

F a lw e l l  i s  co n cern ed  a b o u t th e  p a s sa g e  o f  th e  E qual R ig h ts  

Amendment, he s a y s ,  b e c a u se  i t  c o u ld  p o s s i b l y  le a d  t o  a s a n c t io n  o f
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h om osexual m a rr ia g es  and b e c a u se  i t  c o u ld  le a d  to  women b e in g  d r a f t e d  

in t o  th e  m i l i t a r y  fo r  combat d u ty .  B oth  w ould  im p act th e  fa m ily  a d 

v e r s e l y  in  F a l w e l l 1s o p in io n .  A s ta te m e n t  a t  th e  F lo r id a  r a l l y  i l l u s 

t r a t e s  g r a p h ic a l ly  F a l w e l l ' s  f e a r s  a t  t h e s e  two p o in t s :

I 111 t e l l  you  why w e 1re  a g a in s t  th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment.
Number one . . . b e c a u s e ,  i f  i t  i s  r a t i f i e d  and becom es an amend
m ent to  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  w hat th e  P r e s id e n t  or  th e  
C on gress th in k s  a b o u t i t ,  women a r e  g o in g  t o  com bat . . .  i f  
women d id  n o t  go to  com bat, t h a t  w ould  be d is c r im in a t io n  on a c 
co u n t o f  s e x .  S e c o n d ly , i f  th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment i s  p a s s e d ,  
hom osexual m a rr ia g es  w i l l  be th e  law  o f  th e  la n d . . . to d a y  i f  
two men w a lk  up t o  th e  c le r k  o f  th e  c o u r t  h e r e  in  T a l la h a s s e e  
and a sk  f o r  a m a rr ia g e  l i c e n s e ,  th e  c l e r k ,  i f  h e f s g o t  any s e n s e ,  
w i l l  s a y ,  'No s i r ,  one o f  you  i s  th e  w rong s e x . 1 . . . But i f  ERA 
becom es law  and two men o r  two women a p p l ie d  f o r  a m a rr ia g e  l i c 
e n s e ,  t h a t  c l e r k  c o u ld  no n o th in g  b u t i s s u e  i t ,  b e c a u s e ,  i f  he ^ 3  
f a i l e d  to  do s o ,  th a t  w ould  be d is c r im in a t io n  on a c c o u n t o f  s e x .

F a lw e l l  has b een  adamant a b ou t b o th  o f  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s .  A bout

women in  com bat, he s t a t e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  in  v e r y  v o l a t i l e  term s a t  th e

N a t io n a l A f f a i r s  B r i e f in g  in  D a l la s :

th e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and d r a f t in g  o f  women f o r  combat i s  th e  m ost 
r id i c u lo u s  c o n c o c t io n  o f  human m inds t h a t  I ' v e  e v e r  h e a r d . . . .
Anyone w ith  common s e n s e  . . . knows th a t  God d id  n o t  c r e a t e
women fo r  NFL f o o t b a l l  or  com bat. . . .  I  h ave  a f i f t e e n  y e a r  
o ld  d a u g h te r  who i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  and w i l l  n ev er  be in  combat 
i f  daddy g o e s  to  j a i l .  . . .1 3 4

In  th e  same s p e e c h , he a l s o  d e c la r e d  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  

" w i l l  be th e  v ic t im  o f  th e  d r a f t in g  o f  women" e x p la in in g  t h a t  men go t o

war " fo r  th e  l i t t l e  women we le a v e  b eh in d  . , . w iv e s  and m oth ers and

d a u g h te r s ,  t h a t ' s  w h a t 's  l e f t  b eh in d  to  l i v e  and f i g h t  f o r  and t o  come 

back t o ."  I f  " t h e y 'r e  p la c e d  o u t  th e r e "  in  com bat, he a r g u e s ,  " w ith  

a l l  th e  a t te n d a n t  prob lem s and c o n s e q u e n c e s , th e  fa m ily  a g a in  i s  th e  

l o s e r . " 135
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C on cern in g  h om osexu a l m a r r ia g e s ,  F a lw e l l  i s  e q u a l ly  adamant 

a b ou t i t s  a d v e r s e  a f f e c t  on th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m ily .  A t th e  K entucky  

r a l l y ,  he s a id :

The h o m o se x u a l-b is e x u a l r e v o lu t io n  in  A m erica i s  n o th in g  more 
th an  an a s s a u l t  on th e  f a m i ly .  . . . When we a l lo w ,  a s  i s  th e  
c a s e  in  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s ,  a man to  m arry a man and a d o p t c h i ld r e n  
. . . and women to  m arry women and a d op t c h i ld r e n  . . .  we a re  
r e f u t in g  God’s p la n  f o r  th e  fa m ily  and we a r e  e n d o r s in g  p e r v e r 
s io n ,  r e p r o b a te ,  ab om in ab le  p e r v e r s io n .  T h a t 's  an a s s a u l t  upon
th e  f a m i l y . ^36

On a n o th e r  o c c a s io n ,  h e  s a i d ,

The hom osexual i s  one f o r c e  tod ay  to  be reck on ed  w i t h .  I f  you  
th in k  t h a t  th e  M afia  o r  H i t l e r ' s  SS tr o o p s  . . . w ere hard to  
h a n d le  . . . , you  j u s t  c r o s s  w ir e s  w ith  a m i l i t a n t  h o m o sex u a l.
They know how to  demand e q u a l t im e  . . .  to  march . . .  t o  
d e m o n str a te  . . . to  be v i o l e n t .  I 'm  n o t  t a lk in g  a b o u t a l l  
h o m o se x u a ls . I 'm  t a lk in g  a b o u t m i l i t a n t  h o m o sex u a ls  who a r e  
a t  war a g a in s t  th e  f a m i l y . *-37

He i n s i s t s  t h a t  " H o m o sex u a lity  i s  m oral p e r v e r s io n ,"  t h a t  h om osexual

m a rr ia g es  " v i o l a t e  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m ily ,"  and th a t

"God w i l l  have none o f  i t . "  And, he a d d s , "We ca n n o t condone w hat God

h as condemned

F a lw e l l  e x p la in e d  t h a t  " th o s e  who b e l i e v e  th e  B ib le  b e l i e v e

137th a t  h o m o se x u a lity  i s  p e r v e r s io n ."  "We t e l l  them i t ' s  s i n .  We t e l l

them th a t  w hat t h e y 'r e  d o in g  a c c o r d in g  t o  Romans 1 i s  ' r e p r o b a t e , '  th a t

a c c o r d in g  to  th e  Old T estam en t i t ' s  an  'a b o m in a t io n .'  Even th e  a n im a ls

d o n 't  p r a c t ic e  i t . "  And h e ad d ed , "God d e s tr o y e d  Sodom and Gomorrah

140b e c a u se  o f  h o m o s e x u a lity .  . . ."  Q u o tin g  I I  C o r in th ia n s  5 : 1 7 ,  "For

i f  any man be in  C h r is t ,  he i s  a new c r e a t u r e ,  o ld  th in g s  a r e  p a sse d

aw ay. A l l  th in g s  a r e  to  becom e new ,"  F a lw e l l  argu ed  t h a t  h om osexu a ls

can  be d e l iv e r e d  from  t h e i r  p e r v e r s io n .  "T his book [ t h e  B ib le ]  has th e  

141c u r e ,"  he s a r d .
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How, a c c o r d in g  to  F a l w e l l ,  d o es  th e  c h i l d r e n ' s  r i g h t  movement 

a f f e c t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily ?  A cco rd in g  t o  F a l w e l l ,  t h i s  movement " is  

a compounded a s s a u l t  on th e  fa m ily  in  A m erica" b e c a u s e , he s a y s ,  th e  

i s s u e  i s  n o t  c h i l d r e n ' s  r i g h t s  b u t "who owns th e  c h i l d r e n ,  th e  p a r e n ts  

or th e  s t a t e ? "  H is an sw er i s  th a t  " th e  p a r e n ts  own th e  c h i ld r e n  an d , 

t h e r e f o r e ,  h ave u l t im a t e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  them ,"  n o t  th e  s t a t e  or  th e  

s c h o o l s . F a l w e l l ' s  p rem ise  fo r  h i s  argum ents c o n c e r n in g  c h i ld r e n  

i s  th e  g e n e r a l t e a c h in g  o f  th e  B ib le - - m o s t ly  from  P r o v e r b s , D euteronom y  

6 , and E p h es ia n s  6 : 1 - 4 .

A prim ary  c o n cer n  o f  F a lw e l l  i s  t h a t  " p a r e n ts  h ave th e  r i g h t

148to  d e c id e  w here o u t c h i ld r e n  a r e  e d u c a te d ."  Of c o u r s e ,  he i s  co n 

cer n e d  a b ou t th e  r i g h t  o f  p a r e n ts  t o  send  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  to  C h r is t ia n  

s c h o o l s .

S u p p o se d ly , th e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  Y ear o f  th e  C h ild  o f  1 9 7 9 , w hich  

had a s  i t s  p u rp o se  to  fo c u s  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  p l i g h t  o f  c h i ld r e n ,  was 

n o t co n cern ed  w ith  c h i l d  n e g le c t  and c h i l d  ab u se  a t  a l l ,  in  F a l w e l l ' s  

o p in io n .  "The F r e id a n s , th e  S te in e m s , th e  A b zu g s, and th e  o th e r  f a l l 

o u ts  from  s o c i e t y ,  who le a d  t h i s  k in d  o f  t h in g ,  r e a l l y  have c h i l d  owner

s h ip  in  m ind ,"  n o t  by p a r e n ts  b u t by th e  s t a t e  and th e  s c h o o l s .  As an  

ex a m p le , he s a id  th e y  w ant "m andatory a t te n d a n c e  in  p u b l i c l y  funded  

d a y -c a r e  u n i t s  from  a g e  two [so ^  th e  g o d le s s ,  s e c u la r  humanism o f  th e  

p u b l ic  s c h o o l  e d u c a to r s"  can  c a p tu r e  " th e  m inds o f  our c h i ld r e n ."  

B eca u se  su ch  program s a c t u a l l y  and a c t i v e l y  e x i s t s ,  he d e c la r e d ,  "we

a r e  f i g h t i n g  th e  b a t t l e  f o r  th e  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  fa m ily  d u r in g  

144t h i s  d e c a d e ."
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By com paring and c o n t r a s t in g  th e  g o a ls  f o r  c h i ld r e n ,  a s  r e 

p o r te d  by F a l w e l l ,  o f  th e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  Y ear o f  th e  C h ild  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  

and o f  P h y l l i s  S c h la f y ' s  E a g le  Forum, we can  r e a d i l y  s e e  w here h e  

b e l i e v e s  th e  b a t t l e  l i n e s  a r e  draw n. The g o a ls  o f  I n t e r n a t io n a l  Y ear  

o f  th e  C h ild , a c c o r d in g  t o  F a l w e l l ,  a r e  to  p r o v id e  t h e s e  " r ig h ts "  f o r  

c h i ld r e n :  (1 )  th e  r ig h t  to  su e  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  (2 )  th e  r i g h t  to  minimum

w ages f o r  h o u se h o ld  c h o r e s ,  (3 )  th e  r ig h t  t o  c h o o se  t h e i r  own p a r e n t s ,  

(4 )  th e  r i g h t  o f  young g i r l s  to  have a b o r t io n s  on demand, (5 ) th e  r i g h t

t o  fa m ily  p la n n in g ,  (6 )  an eq u a l r i g h t s  amendment f o r  c h i ld r e n ,  and

145(7 ) th e  r ig h t  t o  be r e a r e d  by th e  f e d e r a l  govern m en t.

On the o th e r  h an d , g o a ls  o f  th e  E a g le  Forum a r e  to  p r o v id e  

t h e s e  " need s"  f o r  c h i ld r e n :  (1 )  t o  h a v e  th e  lo v e  o f  a f a t h e r  and a

m oth er , (2 ) to  have th e  c a r e  o f  a m other who makes m o th er in g  h er  

c a r e e r ,  (3 ) to  l i v e  in  an econ om ic sy s te m  t h a t  e n a b le s  husbands to  

su p p o r t t h e i r  w iv e s  a s  f u l l - t i m e  m o th e r s , (4 ) t o  h ave  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  

name i f  b orn  o f  a l e g i t i m a t e  u n io n , (5 )  to  know th e  h a p p in e ss  o f  p r e 

m a r ita l  c h a s t i t y ,  (6 )  t o  know th e  c o s t  o f  p rom iscu ou s c o n d u c t , (7 )  to  

h ave s e x  e d u c a t io n  ta u g h t by p a r e n t s ,  (8 ) t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o ls  w here  

m oral s ta n d a r d s  a r e  ta u g h t ,  (9 )  t o  b e ta u g h t  th e  " b a s ic s"  in  s c h o o l ,

(1 0 ) t o  be ta u g h t  from te x tb o o k s  t h a t  honor th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  and  

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e s  o f  men and women, (1 1 )  t o  m a in ta in  th e  t r a d i t io n s ! ,  

d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  th e  s e x e s  in  a t h l e t i c s ,  r e s tr o o m s , lo c k e r  room s, 

e t  c e t e r a . (1 2 )  to  be ed u c a te d  in  su ch  a way t h a t  th e y  may d e v e lo p  a 

l a s t i n g  h e t e r o s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  (1 3 ) to  know th e  lo v e  o f  God and 

a c c e p t  h i s  g i f t  o f  e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  (1 4 ) t o  know th e  u n a l ie n a b le  r i g h t s  

o f  b e in g  a c i t i z e n  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  (1 5 )  t o  be ta u g h t  what i s
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r i g h t  and w ron g, (1 6 ) to  know th e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  p r a y e r , (1 7 ) th e  r ig h t

to  l i f e ,  to  b e  p r o te c t e d  from  a b o r t io n  o r  to  be h e lp e d  to  overcom e

h a n d ic a p s , (1 8 ) to  have c h i l d  pornography e l im in a t e d ,  (1 9 ) to  e n jo y

th e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e i r  own la b o r  w ith o u t  h a v in g  i t  c o n f i s c a t e d  by g o v ern -

146
m ent th ro u g h  t a x e s ,  and (2 0 ) t o  h a v e  p r id e  in  b e in g  an A m erican .

In  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  i s s u e ,  F a lw e l l  a lw a y s le a v e s  no d ou bt th a t

he i s  f o r  c h i l d r e n ' s  r i g h t s  and a g a in s t  a b u se  or n e g le c t  o f  c h i ld r e n .

He has c a l l e d  anyone who a b u se s  c h i ld r e n  c r im in a ls  and "w orse th an  an 

147a n im a l."  But he i s  opposed  t o  c h i l d r e n ' s  r i g h t s  m ovem ents, b e c a u se

i t  aim s t o  ta k e  c o n t r o l  o f  c h i ld r e n  o u t  o f  th e  hands o f  p a r e n ts  and 

th u s  underm ines th e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  th e  f a m i ly .

How, a c c o r d in g  to  F a l w e l l ,  h as th e  e n te r ta in m e n t  in d u s tr y  d e s e 

c r a te d  th e  fa m ily ?  P r im a r ily  by p rom otin g  pornography th ro u g h  th e  

m edia in d u s t r i e s  o f  t e l e v i s i o n ,  m o v ie s , and th e  p u b l i s h e r s .  In  the  

K entucky r a l l y ,  h e  a c c u se d  them o f  "a c o n c e r te d  e f f o r t  t o  g l o r i f y  th e

b rok en  hom e, t o  m ag n ify  th e  l i f e - s t y l e  o f  th o se  who have d e n ie d  th e

148B ib le  s ta n d a r d s  f o r  th e  f a m ily .  . . "H ollyw ood seem s to  be com

m it t e d ,"  he s a id  a t  th e  O hio r a l l y ,"  to  d e g r a d in g  th e  fa m ily  and g lo r 

i f y i n g  and d e i f y i n g  e v e r y  k in d  o f  p e r v e r s e n e s s ,  e v e r y  k in d  o f  a n t i -

149fa m ily  in f lu e n c e ."

T e l e v i s io n  i s  th e  p rim ary  t a r g e t  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  r h e t o r i c ,  b eca u se  

i t  comes in t o  homes w here f a m i l i e s  l i v e .  A t th e  New H am pshire r a l l y ,  

h e s a id  t h a t  p o rn o grap h ers  a r e  "dumping a c e s s p o o l  o f  i n i q u i t y  in t o  

l i v i n g  rooms c a l l e d  t e l e v i s i o n ,  prim e tim e . . . so a p  o p e r a s ,  and we 

a r e  s lo w ly  b u t s u r e ly  la u g h in g  a t  w hat we once d is d a in e d
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The c e s s p o o l  o f  i n i q u i t y  F a lw e l l  i s  co n cern ed  a b o u t i s  s e x .

As he s a y s ,  " I  am co n cern ed  a b o u t e x c e s s iv e  v i o l e n c e ,  b u t X am f a r  more

151con cern ed  a b o u t th e  in v a s io n  o f  i l l i c i t  s e x  in t o  prim e t im e .” He

a lm o s t  n e v e r  m en tio n s t e l e v i s i o n  v i o l e n c e .  " I t ' s  a tr a g e d y  t h a t ,  in

prim e tim e t e l e v i s i o n  to d a y , e i g h t y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  s e x  . . . was

o u t s id e  o f  m a r r ia g e ,"  F a lw e l l  t o ld  th e  W ash in g ton , D .C .,  r a l l y .  " I t

i s  a tr a g e d y  t h a t ,  in  s i t u a t i o n  c o m e d ie s , we la u g h  a t  unm arried  b o y s  anc

g i r l s  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r .  And we c r e a t e  program s l i k e  'T h r e e 's  Company'

and . . . 'S o a p ,'"  h e  s a i d ,  " in  w h ich  v u l g a r i t y ,  h o m o s e x u a lity ,  immor-

152a l i t y  [ a r e ]  f e a tu r e d  a s  a c c e p t a b le ."  "Soap o p era s  a r e  u n f i t  f o r

153human co n su m p tio n ,"  h e  t o ld  th e  Iowa r a l l y .  " T e le v i s io n  to d a y ,

n o t  o n ly  in  prim e tim e b u t th ro u g h o u t th e  d a y ,"  he s a id  a t  th e  Ohio

r a l l y ,  "seem s to  be d e d ic a te d  to  g l o r i f y i n g  h o m o se x u a lity  and o th e r

form s o f  p e r v e r s io n .  And in  prim e tim e  t e l e v i s i o n  now, th e r e  a r e  more

154broken  homes f e a tu r e d  than  u n ite d  h om es."

He t o ld  th e  Sword o f  th e  Lord c o n fe r e n c e  on R e v iv a l and S o u l  

W in n in g , " I t  i s  a shame to  me t h a t  a l l  th r e e  m ajor n e tw o r k s , ABC, CBS, 

and NBC, h a v e , i t  w ould  a p p e a r , lau n ch ed  a m a ss iv e  a t t a c k  a g a in s t  th e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  w it h  t h e i r  prim e tim e  program m ing."  And th en  he  

a d d ed :

I ' l l  p ro v e  i t .  A f t e r  ' L i t t l e  House on th e  P r a i r i e '  and 'The 
W a lto n s ,'  t e l l  me w here to  go from  th e r e  to  f in d  a one-m an- 
m a rr ied - t o -  one-woman f a m ily ,  h a p p i ly  m arried  and n o r m a lly  ad 
j u s t e d  in  one r e s id e n c e .  I f  n in e t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  Amer
ic a n s  (and G a llu p  s a y s  t h i s  i s  s o )  b e l i e v e  in  th e  h u sb a n d -w ife  
. . . k in d  o f  f a m ily ,  why do we g e t  s e v e n  p e r c e n t  r e p r e s e n t s -  
t i o n  and t h e y ,  th e  p e r v e r te d  f a m i ly ,  g e t  n in e t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t?

On "Meet th e  P r e s s ,"  F a lw e l l  o f f e r e d  th e  o p in io n  th a t
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. . . o v er  th e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  t h e r e ' s  b een  a to b o g g in  s l i d e .  .

. . I  th in k  th e  s u g g e s t iv e  la n g u a g e , bedroom  s c e n e s ,  p r o f a n i t y ,  
a l l  k in d s  o f  r i s q u e  program m ing h ave  come in  g r a d u a lly  b u t s u r e l y ,  
and a r e  h a v in g  a v e r y  d e t r im e n t a l  e f f e c t  on th e  m oral v a lu e s  o f  
th e  c o u n t r y .1^6

F a lw e l l  i s  q u i t e  s p e c i f i c  a b o u t some o f  th e  d e t r im e n t a l  e f f e c t s

h e f e e l s  t e l e v i s i o n  i s  h a v in g  on th e  f a m i ly .  F or exam p le , he f e e l s

t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  co m ed ies  a r e  " prom otin g  a c a u s e ,  d e v e lo p in g  a them e.

And in  a lm o s t  e v e r y  c a s e  th e  o p p o s i t e  o f  w hat I  b e l i e v e  t o  be th e  Judeo-

C h r is t ia n  e t h i c  . . . [ t h a t ]  so a p  o p era s  . . . te a c h  women how to  run

around on t h e i r  husbands in  a v e r y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  f a s h io n  and g e t  by  

15 7w ith  i t . "  As a n o th e r  ex a m p le , he r e f e r s  t o  th e  tw e n ty - t o  t h i r t y -

y e a r - o ld  a d u l t s  who sh o u ld  be a ssu m in g  th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  ou r  c o u n tr y

b u t who "have grown up w ith  one prim ary  b a b y s i t t e r ,  t e l e v i s i o n , "  and

i t  "has ta u g h t  them m oral p e r m is s iv e n e s s  and . . . r e j e c t s  m oral a b s o -

158l u t e s  a s  ta u g h t in  th e  . . . B ib le ."  In  y e t  a n o th e r  exam ple o f  th e

d e tr im e n ta l  e f f e c t s  o f  t e l e v i s i o n :

We h e a r  much a b o u t c h i ld  a b u s e . But m oral A m ericans f a i l  to  
r e a l i z e  th a t  o n e  o f  th e  . . . m ost d an g ero u s form s o f  c h i ld  
a b u se  i s  t o  pour d i r t y ,  f i l t h y  w ords and p ic t u r e s  in t o  t h e i r  
m inds; t h e s e  w ords and p ic t u r e s  e v e n t u a l ly  r u in  them and w reck  
them  f o r  l i f e .  T h is  i s  what t e l e v i s i o n  i s  d o in g  t o  many o f  
our c h i ld r e n .

The s o lu t io n  t o  th e  p ro b lem , F a lw e l l  s a y s ,  i s  " fo r  th e  e x e c u 

t i v e s  o f  th e  th r e e  m ajor n etw ork s t o  s e t  down t o g e t h e r  . . . and d e c id e

160t h a t  we a r e  n o t  g o in g  to  have . . . a n y th in g  o f f e n s i v e ."  F a lw e l l

s a id  th e y  ou gh t " to  be r e s p o n s ib le  enough to  h a n d le  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  

w ith o u t  su ch  d r a s t i c  a c t io n  from  us" a s  b o y c o t t in g  th e  sp o n so r s  o f  p ro 

gram s. B u t , he w arn ed , i f  th e y  w ould  n o t  do i t ,  th en  h e  and th e  M oral

161M a jo r ity  w ould  " h e lp  them do i t . "  He l a t e r  s a i d ,  " i t  c o u ld  be
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s to p p ed  by s im p le  r e s p o n s ib le  le a d e r s h ip  by th e  e x e c u t iv e s  o f  [ t h e ]  

th r e e  n e tw o r k s . S in c e  t h e y 'r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  e x e r t  su ch  le a d e r s h ip ,

th en  A m ericans in  7 2 ,0 0 0  ch u rch es  [ t h e  number o f  p a s to r s  he s a y s  b e lo n g

to  M oral M a jo r ity ]  a r e  now p r e p a r in g  in  1981 to  b o y c o t t  th e  p r o d u c ts  o f

th o s e  com panies th a t  a r e  . . . s p o n so r in g  th e  d i r t y  t e l e v i s i o n ,  th a t

[ a r e ]  c a u s in g  t h i s  c e s s p o o l  o f  i n i q u i t y  to  b e dumped in t o  our l i v i n g  

,,162
rooms

S p ea k in g  on th e  fa m ily  c r i s i s  t o  th e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t io n  o f

R e l ig io u s  B r o a d c a s te r s ,  F a lw e l l  s a id  th a t  " s e c u la r  humanism in  th e

p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  [ i s ]  d e d ic a te d  t o  th e  w ip e -o u t  o f  th e  fa m ily "  th e  same

X 63a s  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  in d u s t r y .  How has s e c u la r  humanism in  p u b l ic

s c h o o ls  damaged th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  as F a lw e l l  c la im s?  S in c e  I  have  

a lr e a d y  a d d r e s se d  F a l w e l l ' s  f e e l i n g s  a b ou t l i b e r a l i s m  and s e c u la r  hu

manism in  g e n e r a l ,  o n ly  a few  exam p les a r e  n eed ed  t o  d e m o n str a te  a d e 

q u a t e ly  h i s  f e a r s  a b o u t t h e i r  e f f e c t  on th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  throu gh  

p u b lic  s c h o o l s .

One exam ple i s  from  th e  in t e r v ie w  w ith  F a lw e l l  t h a t  ap p eared

in  P en th o u se  m a g a z in e . N o t ic e  in  t h i s  argum ent t h a t  a b a s i s  f o r  h i s

o p p o s i t io n  to  humanism i s  a s ta te m e n t  from  th e  B i b l e ,  Ju d ges 2 1 :2 5 ,

. . . th e r e  i s  a phenomenon h ap p en in g  in  A m erica; i t ' s  th e  C h r is 
t i a n  s c h o o l  movement . . . p ro b a b ly  t h e  m o st s i g n i f i c a n t  phenome
non o f  t h i s  e r a .  . . . L o ca l ch u rch es  every w h ere  . . . f e e l  th a t  
th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  sy s te m  h as c o m p le te ly  ad op ted  humanism as i t s  
p h ilo s o p h y , w h ich  i s  a n t i - C h r i s t ,  a s  we s e e  i t  and a n t i b i b l i c a l .
The ch u rch es  have b een  fo r c e d  in t o  s t a r t i n g  an a l t e r n a t e  s c h o o l  
s y s te m . . . .  By a f e d e r a l  U .S .  Supreme C ourt m an d ate , th e  p u b l ic  
ca n n o t te a c h  them th e  B ib l e ,  ca n n o t t e a c h  them m o r a l i t y ,  ca n n o t  
te a c h  them  c h a r a c t e r - b u i ld in g  t r a i t s ,  e t c .  . . . th e  t o t a l  vacuum  
o f  d i s c i p l i n e  . . . th e  drug e p id e m ic , i f  th e  am oral p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  N a t io n a l  E d u c a tio n  A s s o c ia t io n  and th e  t e a c h in g  p r o f e s s io n
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o f  t h i s  day i s  b u i ld in g  c h a r a c t e r s ,  t h a t ' s  th e  k in d  o f  c h a r a c te r  
we d o n 't  w ant b u i l t  i n  our young p e o p le  . . .  i t  has no a b s o lu t e  
v a lu e s .  I t  h as an  am oral p h ilo s o p h y :  n o th in g  i s  a b s o lu t e ly
r i g h t  or  wrong . . .  a  t o t a l  s o c i e t y  b a sed  upon w hat th e  Book 
o f  Judges in  th e  Old T estam en t d e s c r i b e s ,  d u r in g  th e  m ost h o r 
r i b l e  tim e  in  I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y ;  Judges 2 1 :2 5  s a y s ,  'I n  th o s e  
d ays th e r e  was no k in g  in  I s r a e l ' - - t h a t  i s ,  no a u t h o r i t y - -  
'and e v e r y  man d id  t h a t  w h ich  was r i g h t  in  h i s  own e y e s . '

And, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  i s  c h a o s .  And th a t  i s  e x a c t l y ,  a s  I  s e e  
i t ,  w here th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  sy s te m  i s  to d a y . . . . The u l t i 
m ate end o f  p ro m o tin g  a m o r a l i t y ,  a th e is m , and d e v e lo p in g  a p e r 
m is s iv e  s o c i e t y  w here th e r e  i s  no a u t h o r i t y  o r  r i g h t  or  wrong  
i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  u l t im a t e l y  g o in g  to  be th e  w ip e o u t  o f  th e  f a m i ly .

A seco n d  exam ple i s  F a l w e l l ' s  r e p o r t  o f  a t e l e v i s i o n  a p p ea ra n ce

w it h  avowed h u m an ist e d u c a to r ,  S a u l Gordon:

L a s t  W ednesday on th e  'Today S h ow ,' I  d eb a ted  D r. S a u l Gordon on 
th e  m a tte r  o f  s e x  e d u c a t io n .  He happens t o  be a prom oter o f  th e  
s e x  lo b b y . He w r i t e s  much o f  th e  p o rn o g ra p h ic  m a t e r ia ls  th a t  
a r e  b e in g  jammed down th e  th r o a t s  o f  our l i t t l e  c h i ld r e n  in  p u b l ic  
s c h o o ls  . A p ic t u r e  in  one o f  h i s  Z in g  co m ics  i s  o f  a  man and wo
man in  th e  s e x  a c t .  He s a i d ,  'What a r e  you g o in g  to  do w ith  t h a t ? '  
He th o u g h t I  m ig h t tu rn  i t  t o  th e  cam era , w h ich  NBC w o u ld , o f  
c o u r s e ,  sh u t  u s o f f  th e  a i r .  I  s a i d ,  'N o , I 'm  n o t  g o in g  to  put 
t h a t  to  th e  cam era , b u t  i f  i t ' s  i l l e g a l  f o r  NBC t o  b r o a d c a s t  i t  
t o  th e  n a t io n ,  i t  sh o u ld  be i l l e g a l  t o  jam i t  down th e  th r o a ts  
o f  our f i r s t  gra d e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s . '  And th en  I  
a sk ed  D r . G ordon, 'Do you  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h o m o se x u a lity  i s  a lw a y s  
p e r v e r s io n ? '  He s a id  'A b s o lu t e ly  n o t . '  I  s a i d ,  'Do you b e l i e v e  
t h a t  p r e m a r ita l  s e x  i s  w ron g?' He s a i d ,  'A b s o lu t e ly  n o t . '  . . .
I  s a i d ,  'I 'm  n o t  w i l l i n g  th e n  f o r  you  to  t e a c h  my c h i ld r e n  your  
n o n - v a lu e s . And I  d o n 't  w ant t h a t  ta u g h t  i n  o u r  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  
to d a y , b e c a u se  I 'm  h e lp in g  pay th e  ta x e s .  .'165

A t h ir d  exam ple i s  from  th e  W a sh in g to n , D .C .,  r a l l y :

I t  d is t u r b s  us t h a t ,  in  our c la s s r o o m  te x tb o o k s  a c r o s s  th e  n a 
t i o n ,  p orn o g ra p h y , o b s c e n i t y ,  v u l g a r i t y ,  p r o f a n i t y ,  under th e  
g u is e  o f  s e x  e d u c a t io n  and v a lu e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  l i t e r a l l y  p e r 
vad es l i t e r a t u r e  s o  t h a t  b o y s and g i r l s  from  k in d e r g a r te n  th rou gh  
h ig h  s c h o o l  a r e  s u b je c te d  to  a t o t a l  d e g r a d a t io n  and d e n ia l  o f  
e v e r y th in g  t h a t  t h i s  n a t io n  under God h a s  h e ld  d e a r  f o r  203 y e a r s .
I  th in k  th e  p u b l i s h e r s ,  th o s e  in  e d u c a t io n  to d a y , from  th o s e  in  
th e  h ig h e s t  l e v e l  in  ea ch  o f  th e  50  s t a t e s  and h e r e  in  HEW and a l l  
th e  p a r e n ts  n eed  to  r i s e  up in  arms t o  l i t e r a l l y  throw  o u t e v e r y  
te x tb o o k  t h a t  d is h o n o r s  th e  hom e, th e  f a m i ly ,  B ib le  m o r a l i ty  . . . 
and t h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h i s  i s  v e r y  d i s t u r b in g  t o  us . . . 1  som e
t im e s  w onder i f  some o f  t h e s e  te x tb o o k s  a r e  S o v ie t  p rop agan da .
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But I  c e r t a i n l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we a r e  a t  t h a t  c r o s s r o a d  w here we 
need  a s  a n a t io n  to  demand a c le a n -u p  in  our te x tb o o k  s i t u a t i o n  
n a t io n w id e .1 6 6

The a l t e r n a t i v e ,  w h ich  F a lw e l l  i s  p rom otin g  a g g r e s s iv e l y  and  

w h ich  was th e  m ain m o t iv a t io n  f o r  th e  " I  L ove A m erica" r a l l i e s ,  i s  t o  

p r o v id e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  w here c h i ld r e n  a r e  ta u g h t  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  

th e  home and how to  e s t a b l i s h  a C h r is t ia n  fa m ily  o f  one man f o r  one 

woman f o r  l i f e .  A lon g  w ith  b e in g  ta u g h t a b o u t th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m ily ,  

th e y  a r e  ta u g h t p a t r io t i s m ,  r e s p e c t  f o r  a u t h o r i t y  and govern m en t, good  

c i t i z e n s h i p ,  r e s p e c t  f o r  ea ch  o t h e r ,  B ib le  m o r a l i t y ,  th e  im p o rta n ce  o f  

th e  l o c a l  c h u r c h , and F a lw e l l  s a y s ,  th e y  a r e  ta u g h t to  be p r o d u c t iv e  

C h r is t ia n s  and c i t i z e n s ,  p a r e n ts  and l e a d e r s .  "We b e l i e v e ,"  h e s a y s ,  

" t h a t ,  in  th e  n e x t  te n  y e a r s ,  t h i s  phenomenon can  change A m erican  

h i s t o r y ,  b r in g  us back  . . .  t o  th e  p in n a c le  o f  g r e a tn e s s  t h a t  A m erica  

on ce  knew ."

T h is  was a  c r u c i a l  i s s u e  t o  F a lw e l l  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  One, 

he had c h i ld r e n  who w ere s c h o o l  a g e  and had t o  fa c e  w hat p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  

m ig h t do t o  them  v e r s u s  w hat he knew C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  w ould  do f o r  

them . S eco n d , th e  s c h o o l  i s s u e ,  a t  l e a s t  governm ent en croach m en t on 

C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l s ,  was one o f  t h r e e  in c id e n t s  th a t  le d  him  to  e n t e r  

th e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  a s  was d is c u s s e d  a b o v e . T h ir d , b e c a u se  th e  

r i g h t  o f  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  t o  e x i s t  a lo n g s id e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  was b e in g  

th r e a te n e d ,  he th o u g h t , i t  was th e  f i r s t  o f  th e  two r e a so n s  he gave  

f o r  c r i s s - c r o s s i n g  th e  n a t io n  t o  h o ld  " I  Love A m erica" r a l l i e s  on th e  

s t e p s  o f  e v e r y  s t a t e  c a p i t o l . F o u r th , th e  s c h o o ls  w ere a c r u c i a l  

b a tt le g r o u n d  b e c a u s e ,  i f  A m erica w ere to  l i v e  by B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i ty  in
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th e  f u t u r e ,  c h i ld r e n  m ust b e ta u g h t B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i ty  in  t h e i r  s c h o o ls  

now . F i f t h ,  th e  le a d e r s  f o r  e v e r y  a r e a  o f  our s o c i e t y  in  th e  fu tu r e  

w i l l  come o u t  o f  o u r  s c h o o ls  to d a y  and w i l l  r e f l e c t  w hat our s c h o o ls  

ta u g h t  them , e i t h e r  more s e c u la r  humanism o r  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y .

F a lw e l l  b e l i e v e s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  ca n n o t be p r e s e r v e d  or  

m a in ta in e d  a g a in s t  a l l  o f  th e  f o r c e s  t h a t  a r e  u n derm in in g  i t .  And fo r  

F a l w e l l ,  i t  i s  n o t  m ere ly  an u n d erm in in g  o f  th e  fa m ily ;  i t  i s  an  u n d er

m in in g  o f  God’ s  B i b l i c a l  p la n  f o r  s o c i e t y ,  and t h a t  i s  why F a lw e l l  

th in k s  i t  i s  im m oral and why h e i s  o p p o s in g  th o s e  f o r c e s  he p e r c e iv e s  

to  be a n t i - f a m i l y .

P r o -M o r a lity  A rgu m en ts. By m o r a l i t y ,  F a lw e l l  means B i b l i c a l  

m o r a l i ty  a s  h e  in t e r p r e t s  i t .  The B i b l i c a l  p rem ise  f o r  h i s  argum ents  

and a p p e a ls  on m o r a li ty  i s  P ro v erb s  1 4 :3 4 ,  a s  F a lw e l l  q u o te s  i t ,  " L iv 

in g  by G od's p r in c i p l e s  prom otes a n a t io n  t o  g r e a t n e s s ;  v i o l a t i n g  G od's 

p r in c i p l e s  b r in g s  a n a t io n  to  sham e."  For F a l w e l l ,  m o r a l i t y  i s  l i v i n g  

by G od's p r in c i p l e s  o r  s ta te m e n ts  t h a t  a r e  in  th e  B i b l e .  A m o r a lity  i s  

l i v i n g  w ith o u t  reg a r d  to  th o s e  s t a t e m e n t s .  Of c o u r s e ,  F a lw e l l  co n sid ers:  

h im s e l f  and h i s  M oral M a jo r ity  t o  be m oral b e c a u se  th e y  do ta k e  s e r 

i o u s l y  th o s e  s t a t e m e n t s .  Im m o ra lity  i s  l i v i n g  c o n tr a r y  to  t h o s e  s t a t e 

m ents .

F a l w e l l ,  by b e in g  p r o - m o r a l i t y ,  i s  a n t i - a m o r a l i t y . He e s p e 

c i a l l y  b lam es o u r  m oral c r i s e s  on th e  a m o r a li ty  o f  hum anism . In  a 

Los A n g e le s  Tim es a r t i c l e ,  he w r o te :

Humanism, w ith  i t s  em p h asis on m oral r e l a t i v i s m  and a m o r a l i t y ,  
c h a l le n g e s  ev er y  p r in c i p l e  on w h ich  A m erica was fo u n d e d . I t  
a d v o c a te s  a b o r tio n -o n -d e m a n d , r e c o g n i t io n  o f  h o m o se x u a ls , f r e e
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u se  o f  p o rn ograp h y , l e g a l i z i n g  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  and gam b lin g  and 
f r e e  u se  o f  d r u g s , among o th e r  t h i n g s . 168

A lth o u g h  F a l w e l l ' s  p r o -m o r a li ty  p o s i t i o n  i s  a lm o s t  d ia m e t r ic a l ly

o p p o s i t e  o f  h i s  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  h u m a n ists  on n e a r ly

e v e r y  i s s u e ,  he f o c u s e s  on o n ly  tw o . As h e w r o te  in  a s p e c i a l  a r t i c l e

f o r  New sw eek. "We a r e  p r o - m o r a l i t y ,  m eaning t h a t  we op p ose  th e  i l l e g a l -

169drug t r a f f i c  and th e  sp rea d  o f  p o rn ograp h y ."

F i r s t ,  h e  se ld o m  m en tio n s th e  i l l e g a l - d r u g  t r a f f i c .  He c a l l s

i t  a " very  s e r io u s  ep id e m ic  in  our cou n try" '* '^  and vows " to  do our p a r t

to  s a v e  ou r young p e o p le  from  d e a th  on th e  in s t a l lm e n t  p la n .  . .

He t o ld  th e  N a t io n a l  A f f a i r s  B r ie f in g :

w h i le  some a r e  c r y in g  o u t f o r  d e c r im in a l i z a t io n  o f  m ariju a n a  and  
o th e r  d r u g s , d u r in g  th e  1980s . . .  we m ust f i g h t  fo r  s e v e r e  pun
ish m en t f o r  drug p u s h e r s . . . . We’v e  g o t  to  lo o k  on them as  
m urderers o f  our young p e o p le .  And a t  th e  same t im e , from  th e  
h u m a n ita r ia n  a s p e c t ,  w e 'v e  g o t  to  r e l e a s e  a l l  our en erg y  and 
p r a y e r s  and a l l  t h a t  we h ave t o  go o u t th e r e  and r e s c u e  a gen 
e r a t io n  o f  young p e o p le  sed u ced  by th e  m ost v ic io u s  a n im a ls  in  
our s o c i e t y  . . . th e  i l l e g a l - d r u g  in d u s t r y .  172

F a lw e l l  in c lu d e s  a c h a p te r  on d ru g s and a lc o h o l is m  in  h i s  b o o k , L i s t e n .

173A m erica I B ut t h e s e  r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  th e  sum o f  h i s  r h e t o r i c  on d ru gs

in  th e  m a t e r ia ls  t h a t  a r e  th e  fo c u s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .

The se c o n d  p r o -m o r a li ty  p o s i t i o n ,  one o f  th e  m ain t a r g e t s  o f  

F a l w e l l ' s  r h e t o r i c ,  i s  on th e  sp rea d  o f  p orn o g ra p h y . "A n a t io n  th a t

i s  . . . a l lo w in g  a f lo o d  t i d e  o f  pornography t o  c a p tu r e  th e  m inds o f

or  

,,175

174our l i t t l e  c h i ld r e n ,  i s  in  s e r io u s  t r o u b le ."  P orn ograp h y , f o r

F a l w e l l ,  i s  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  "human d ecen cy"  and "common d e c e n c y .’

F a l w e l l ' s  argum ents a g a in s t  pornography a r e  b ased  on th e  g e n e r a l t e a c h 

in g s  o f  th e  B ib le  r e g a r d in g  s e x u a l  m a tte r s  .
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F a lw e l l  e s p e c i a l l y  i s  com m itted  t o  p r o t e c t i n g  c h i ld r e n  from  

p o rn ograp h y . When a sk ed  in  an in t e r v ie w  i f  he w ould  ban p orn ograp h y , 

h e  e x p la in e d :

I t ' s  l i k e  P r o h ib i t io n  . . .  50  y e a r s  a g o ; y o u 'r e  n o t  g o in g  to  s to p  
p e o p le  from  d r in k in g  b y  p r e v e n t in g  i t  from  b e in g  s o ld  in  th e  pub
l i c  m a r k e ts . I t ' s  s t i l l  g o in g  to  be s o l d .  And t h a t  i s  an  unen
f o r c e a b le  la w . I f  I 'd  l i v e d  th e n , I  w ould  n o t  h ave  b een  a p a r t  
o f  i t .  I  do n o t  th in k  i t ' s  an u n e n fo r c e a b le  th in g  to  r e s t r i c t  
th e  s a l e  o f  dam aging p o r n o g r a p h ic  m a t e r ia ls  on th e  p u b l ic  new s
s ta n d s  . I  th in k  w e 'v e  done t h a t  up u n t i l  20  y e a r s  a g o . ^ 6

He i s  c o n c e r n e d , h e  t o ld  th e  New J e r s e y  r a l l y ,  b e c a u se  c h i ld r e n

a r e  b e in g  ex p o sed  to  pornography now t h a t  i t  i s  "on m ain s t r e e t "  and

" in  th e  c o n v e n ie n c e  s t o r e .  . . . Today th e  Hugh H e fn e r s ,  th e  L arry

F l y n t s ,  th e  smut p e d d le r s  . . . have p u t in  on m ain s t r e e t  w ith  th e

177h e lp  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  in  W a sh in g to n . . . ." "The pornography e x p lo s 

io n ,"  he e x p la in e d  a t  a Sword o f  th e  Lord c o n fe r e n c e ,  " i s  now f lo o d in g

th e  n ew ssta n d s  o f  t h i s  c o u n tr y  a t  th e  ey e  l e v e l  o f  a f i v e - y e a r - o l d

178c h i ld  in  th e  c o n v e n ie n c e  s t o r e .  . . ." " A ll we w ould  d o ,"  he e x -

179p l a i n s ,  " is  k eep  i t  away from  c h i ld r e n ."

The argum ent a g a in s t  pornography th a t  F a lw e l l  u sed  m ost c o n s i s 

t e n t l y  was th a t  i t  i s  " p o is o n in g  th e  m inds and s o u ls  and m oral v a lu e s

o f  th e  young p e o p le  in  A m erica  . . . n o t  j u s t  d e s t r o y in g  t h e i r  b o d ie s

. , ..180  b u t dam ning t h e i r  s o u l s ."

He t o ld  th e  M ich ig a n  r a l l y  th a t  " th e  porn p u b l i s h e r s ,  th e

L arry  F l y n t s ,  th e  Hugh H e fn e r s ,  and th ou san d s o f  o th e r s  l i k e  them , a r e

d o in g  more to  damage and damn young p e o p le  th an  any o th e r  one s e c t o r

181o f  s o c i e t y ,  and ev er y o n e  o f  them ou gh t t o  be in  j a i l . "  A t th e  South

C a r o lin a  r a l l y ,  d e c la r in g  t h a t  on e p e r s o n 's  freedom  o f  sp e e c h  ends 

w here a n o t h e r 's  w e l f a r e  b e g in s ,  he argued  th a t  th e y  "have no r ig h t  to
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pour t h e i r  r o t - g u t  . . . pornography in t o  th e  m inds o f  boys and  
182

g i r l s T h e y  a r e  " id o la t e r s  who i d o l i z e  money and w i l l  do a n y th in g

fo r  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  g a in ,"  he w r o te .  "They a r e  men who have r e p r o b a te

183m inds and who n eed  d iv in e  d e l iv e r a n c e ."

To th e  South  D akota r a l l y  he s a id  t h a t ,  " d u rin g  th e  1 9 8 0 s , we

have to  d e a l  w ith  th e  p o is o n  o f  th e  human s o u l  o f  A m erica . I f  som eone

in  P i e r r e ,  S ou th  D ak ota , w ere p o is o n in g  your w a te r  s y s te m , you  w ould

184have th e  p o l i c e ,  even  th e  m i l i t i a ,  a f t e r  them ." He t o ld  th e  M inne

s o t a  r a l l y ,  "W e've g o t  to  s to p  th e  f lo o d  t i d e  o f  p o rn o g ra p h ic  p o is o n .  .

,,185
•  *

A t th e  N a t io n a l  A f f a i r s  B r i e f i n g ,  F a lw e l l  r ec o u n ted  th a t  he 

was " ask ed  by a v e r y  f r i e n d l y  newsman, 'How do you j u s t i f y  th e  f a c t  

th a t  you  who a r e  in  th e  m edia m in is t r y  . . . a r e  ta k in g  in  . . . hun

d red s  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l la r s  f o r  th e  su p p o r t o f  you r m in i s t r i e s ? '"

He r e p l i e d ,

I  have a g r e a t  d e a l e a s i e r  tim e j u s t i f y i n g  th e  in ta k e  in  our  
m in is t r y  t h i s  y e a r ,  $70 m i l l i o n ,  than  Hugh H e fn e r , L arry  F ly n t ,  
and th e  o t h e r  smut p e d d le r s  have in  j u s t i f y i n g  t h e i r  g r o s s  in ta k e  
o f  $4 b i l l i o n  l a s t  y e a r .  In  my o p in io n ,  th e  g o s p e l  b r o a d c a s t e r s ,  
a lm o s t  to  th e  man, a r e  i n v e s t in g  th e  funds we r a i s e  in  w orld  m is 
s i o n s ,  in  g o s p e l  m in i s t r y ,  in  f e e d in g  Cambodian r e f u g e e s ,  in  
b r o a d c a s t in g  and t e l e v i s i n g  th e  Word o f  God W o rld -w id e , in  r a i s 
in g  up ch u rch es  and s c h o o l s .  We a r e  sp e n d in g  our money on s o u l s ,  
and I  s u s p e c t  we h ave a c c o m p lish e d  a l i t t l e  g o o d . I  am c o n f id e n t  
th a t  Hugh H efn er  and L arry  F ly n t  have a c c o m p lish e d  no g o o d . Why 
n o t  a sk  them why and how th e y  j u s t i f y  $4 b i l l i o n  in ta k e ?

He added th a t  "we a l lo w  t h e s e  c r im in a ls  . . .  to  p o is o n  th e  s o u l s  and 

m inds and s p i r i t s  o f  our young p e o p le .  And we h a v e n 't  y e t  b een  w i l l i n g  

to  s ta n d  up in  mass and s t o p  i t . "  Much o f  th e  $4 b i l l i o n  a y e a r ,  F a l 

w e l l  c la im s ,  " i s  u sed  to  in f lu e n c e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  ju d g e s ,  and j u r i e s ,  a s

187w e l l  a s  th e  A m erican  p e o p le ."
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A prim ary  fo c u s  o f  h i s  p r o -m o r a li ty  p o s i t i o n ,  th e n , i s  on 

p orn o g ra p h y , and he h a r d ly  m en tio n s  th e  i l l e g a l - d r u g  t r a f f i c .  F a l w e l l ,  

in  h i s  r h e t o r i c ,  i s  p r e o c c u p ie d  w ith  i s s u e s  o f  m o r a li ty  t h a t  a r e  s e x -  

o r i e n t e d .  H is p r o - l i f e  p o s i t i o n ,  f o r  exa m p le , c o n c e n t r a t e s  o n ly  on 

a b o r t io n ,  a s e x u a l  i s s u e ,  t o  th e  n e g l e c t  o f  a s im i l a r  m oral i s s u e ,  

c a p i t a l  p u n ish m en t. In  h i s  p r o - fa m ily  p o s i t i o n ,  he i s  co n cern ed  a b o u t  

a c o n c e p t io n  o f  fa m ily  l i f e  th a t  a l lo w s  p r e m a r ita l  and e x t r a m a r i t a l  

s e x ,  fem in ism  a s  a movement tow ard u n is e x  and tow ard hom osexua l mar- 

r i a g e ,  th e  e n te r ta in m e n t  in d u s tr y  n o t  b e c a u se  o f  th e  v i o l e n c e  b u t b e 

c a u se  o f  th e  s e x ,  and th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  as much b e c a u se  o f  th e  s e x  

e d u c a t io n  c u r r ic u lu m  a s  a n y th in g .  And th e n  h i s  p r o -m o r a li ty  s ta n c e  

s t r e s s e s  a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  th e  sp rea d  o f  s e x u a l  m a t e r i a l s .

There a r e  o th e r  i s s u e s - - w o r l d  h u n g e r , n u c le a r  p r o l i f e r a t i o n ,  

w a r , th e  p l i g h t  o f  th e  p o o r - - t h a t  h ave b een  r a i s e d  by L ib e r a ls  w h ich  

a r e  e q u a l ly  m oral in  n a tu r e  and to  w h ich  F a lw e l l  c o u ld  have r e a c t e d .

In  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  he r e v e a l s ,  maybe a s  much a s  in  any o th e r  w ay , h i s  

c o n s e r v a t iv e  and F u n d a m e n ta lis t  C h r is t ia n  h e r i t a g e ,  w h ich  has b een  

c h a r a c t e r iz e d  b y  a p r e o c c u p a t io n  w ith  s e x u a l  m o r a l i t y .  I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  

t h e s e  m a tte r s  a r e  u n im p o r ta n t , b u t one w onders why th e  p r e o c c u p a t io n  

w ith  them when th e r e  a r e  so  many l i f e  and d e a th  i s s u e s ,  l i t e r a l l y ,  in  

our w o rld  w a it in g  to  be a d d r e sse d  and a c t e d  o n .

P ro-A m erican  A rgu m en ts. In  a d d i t io n  to  b e in g  p r o - l i f e ,  p ro -  

f a m ily ,  and p r o - m o r a l i t y ,  F a lw e l l  i s  P ro -A m erica n . He b e l i e v e s  th e  

s u r v iv a l  o f  A m erica i s  in  q u e s t io n .  And, s in c e  A m erica i s  th e  o n ly  

rem a in in g  b a se  in  th e  w orld  a t  t h i s  t im e  from  w h ich  th e  ch u rch  can
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o p e r a te  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  com m ission  from  God, F a lw e l l  a r g u e s ,  and s in c e

th e  ch u rch  i s  com m ission ed  " to  go in t o  a l l  th e  w orld"  and " p reach  th e

188G ospel"  and "make d i s c i p l e s  o f  a l l  n a t io n s ,"  h e b e l i e v e s  A m erica

m ust be sa v ed  a t  a l l  c o s t .  T h u s, a B ib le  commandment, a com m ission

t h a t  h as th e  f o r c e  o f  a commandment, becom es th e  p rem ise  on w h ich

F a lw e l l  b u i ld s  h i s  p ro -A m erican  argum ents and a p p e a l s . A m erica i s

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  B i b l i c a l  m andate t o  be f u l f i l l e d ,  he a r g u e s .

The 1 9 8 0 s , he s a y s ,  w i l l  be " th e  f i r s t  tim e in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f

th e  r e p u b l ic  . . .  in  w h ich  th e  freedom s and l i b e r t i e s  o f  A m erica . . .

189a r e  in  g r e a t  q u e s t io n ."  "W e're ab ou t t o  go down th e  tu b e s ,"  he t o ld

190th e  N a t io n a l  A f f a i r s  B r i e f i n g .  "The v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  A m erica as

191a f r e e  n a t io n  i s  b e in g  th r e a te n e d ,"  he s a id  in  O h io .

In  th e  Los A n g e le s  Tim es a r t i c l e ,  he w r o te :

The v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  f r e e  A m erican  s t a t e  i s  th r e a te n e d  in  
t h i s  d e c a d e . The f r e e - e n t e r p r i s e  sy s te m  i s  en d an gered  by th e  
a d v e n t o f  s o c i a l i s m .  Our n a t io n a l  d e fe n s e  i s  v i r t u a l l y  non
e x i s t e n t  in  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  S o v ie t  arms b u ild u p . The r e f u s a l  
o f  e l e c t e d  le a d e r s  and b u r e a u c r a t ic  m e r c e n a r ie s  t o  ack n ow led ge  
th e  commitment o f  in t e r n a t i o n a l  communism t o  w o rld  c o n q u e s t  
j e o p a r d iz e s  our n a t io n ' s  s e c u r i t y . *-92

191We b e l i e v e  " th a t  freedom  i s  th e  u l t im a t e  m ora l i s s u e ,"  he s a y s .

By freed o m , h e means a f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  sy ste m  and a s u p e r io r  n a t io n a l  

d e fe n s e  t o  g u a r a n te e  a s e c u r e  and f r e e  A m erica from  c o n q u e s t  by com

munism .

In  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  I  w i l l  exam ine n o t  o n ly  th e  i s s u e s  o f  f r e e  

e n t e r p r i s e  and n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e ,  b u t a l s o  a p r e v a le n t  theme in  

F a l w e l l ' s  r h e t o r i c ,  p a t r io t i s m .  From w hat he sa y s  ab ou t t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  

we may i n f e r  t h a t ,  i f  we a r e  to  sa v e  A m erica , we m ust r e s t o r e  f r e e
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e n t e r p r i s e ,  n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e ,  and lo v e  o f  c o u n tr y  to  th e  way th e y  w ere

tw en ty  to  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a g o .

F i r s t ,  a s  t o  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  F a lw e l l  s a y s  t h a t  i t  i s  th e

194econ om ic p la n  p u t f o r t h  by God in  th e  Book o f  P r o v e r b s . S in c e

s o c ia l i s m  i s  th e  a n t i t h e s i s  o f  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  i t  i s  a n t i - B i b l i c a l .

And a n y th in g  th a t  prom otes s o c ia l i s m  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  im m oral. And

F a lw e l l  c e r t a i n l y  b e l i e v e s  th e  B i b l i c a l  p la n  o f  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  has

b een  " b r u ise d  and b lo o d ed  by th e  s o c i a l i s t s  and by governm ent . . .

195r e g u la to r y  a g e n t s ,"  a s  he s a id  a t  th e  New J e r s e y  r a l l y .  The 

s c e n a r io  in  h i s  s p e e c h e s  i s  th a t  L ib e r a lis m  prom otes hum anism , th a t  

th e  u l t im a t e  g o a l  o f  humanism i s  s o c i a l i s m ,  and th a t  s o c i a l i s t s  work  

th rou gh  th e  governm ent to  f r u s t r a t e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e .  " I ’m a g a in s t

s o c ia l i s m  l i k e  I 'm  a g a in s t  r a t t l e s n a k e s ,"  he s a y s , " b ecau se  s o c ia l i s m

. . .  _ . ..196
i s  n o th in g  b u t Communism.

He b e l i e v e s  th e r e  i s  a c a u s a l  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw een  s o c ia l i s m  and

w e lfa r is m  t h a t  th r e a te n s  A m erica e c o n o m ic a l ly .  A r e tu r n  to  th e  f r e e

e n t e r p r i s e  sy s te m  w i l l  s o v e  th e  prob lem s c r e a te d  by w e lfa r is m , he

a r g u e s ,  b e c a u se  i t  w i l l  mean a r e tu r n  t o  th e  work e t h i c .  T here i s  a

B i b l i c a l  p rem ise  f o r  th e  work e t h i c  in  I I  T h e s s a lo n ia n s  3 : 1 0 ,  " . . . i f

anyone w ould  n o t  w ork , n e i t h e r  sh o u ld  he w ork ."  F a lw e l l  c o n t r a s t s  th e

f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  sy ste m  w ith  s o c ia l i s m  and communism in  l i g h t  o f  th e

B i b l i c a l  work e t h i c :

You know th e  p rob lem  w ith  a l o t  o f  p e o p le  who fa v o r  s o c ia l i s m  
and Communism i s  t h a t  th e y  d o n 't  l i k e  t o  w ork . Work i s  a  hard  
t h in g  f o r  some p e o p le ,  b u t t h i s  s c r ip t u r e  c l e a r l y  t e a c h e s  th a t  
' i f  a  man w i l l  n o t  w ork , n e i t h e r  s h a l l  h e  e a t . '197

He t o ld  th e  K entucky r a l l y :
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T h ese  p e o p le  who w ant t o  be le a d in g  us in  th e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s  have  
grown up under a governm ent t h a t  h a s  ta u g h t them w e lfa r is m  . . . 
[w h ic h  i s ]  n o t  S c r i p t u r a l .  . . .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we o u gh t to  ta k e  
c a r e  o f  th e  a g e d , th e  s i c k ,  th o s e  who ca n n o t w ork , b u t t h e r e ' s  a  
g r e a t  b ig  crowd o u t y o n d er  who w o u ld n 't  work . . . e a t in g  th e  
h o le s  o u t  o f  d o n u ts .  I  s a y ,  l e t  them s t a r v e ,  t o  th e  g lo r y  o f  
God, l e t  them s t a r v e .  They w o n 't  s t a r v e  lo n g .  . . .198

And th en  F a lw e l l  t o ld  t h i s  f o lk s y  s t o r y  w h ich  h e r e l a t e d  a t  s e v e r a l  o f

th e  r a l l i e s :

We h ave  fo u r  d o g s a t  my h o u s e .  We had s e v e n t e e n ,  b u t my w if e  
made me g e t  r id  o f  some o f  them . Two o f  them  l i v e  in  th e  h o u s e ,  
t h e y 'r e  w atch  d ogs . . .  i f  th e y  h ea r  so m eth in g  a t  n i g h t ,  th e y  
jump up in  bed and w a tch  w ith  u s .  Two o f  them l i v e  o u t s i d e .  
T h e y 'r e  I r i s h  S e t t e r s ,  th e  m ost b e a u t i f u l  and dum best d ogs in  
th e  w o r ld , R u ff and H e id i .  When th e  f e l l o w  gave  them to  me, 
he owned a su p e rm a rk et, he s a id  'Now p r e a c h e r , h e r e ' s  w hat th e y  
e a t , 1 and he t o ld  me w hat k in d  o f  m e a t , how much, w here t o  g e t  
i t .  The lo n g e r  h e t a lk e d ,  th e  more I  knew I  c o u ld n ' t  a f f o r d  
th o s e  d o g s .  When he l e f t ,  I  w en t t o  a n o th e r  su p e rm a rk et, n o t  
h i s ,  and I  b ou ght a  g r e a t  b ig  5 0  pound bag o f  P u r in a , you know, 
th o se  hard  chunks t h a t  d o n 't  c o s t  t h a t  much? And I  g a v e  them  
two b ig  h e a p in g  b ow ls f u l l  and su r e  en ou gh , th e y  w o u ld n 't  e a t  
a m o u th fu l o f  i t ,  b u t  fo u r  d ays l a t e r  th e y  d i d . 1-99

And th e n , he made t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  "You g e t  them bums hungry enough  

t h e y ' l l  f in d  a j o b ,  and t h e y ' l l  go to  work and become p r o d u c t iv e  c i t i 

z e n s  in  s o c i e t y . "  F a lw e l l  a d m its  th e r e  a r e  t im e s  when p e o p le ,  who can  

w ork , c a n n o t f in d  w ork , a n d , when t h a t  i s  th e  c a s e ,  "we sh o u ld  h e lp  

th o s e  p e o p le .

H is h a tr e d  o f  s o c ia l i s m  c o u p le d  w ith  h i s  b e l i e f  th a t  th e  f r e e

e n t e r p r i s e  sy ste m  i s  r o o te d  in  th e  B ib le  e x p la i n s ,  to  some e x t e n t ,  h i s

o p p o s i t io n  t o  su ch  L ib e r a l  program s a s  n a t io n a l  h e a l t h  in s u r a n c e .

S p ea k in g  a t  th e  N a t io n a l  A f f a i r s  B r i e f i n g ,  h e  s a id :

Someone w ould  s a y ,  'What r i g h t  do you  p r e a c h e r s  have to  a d d r e ss  
th e  i s s u e  o f  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e ? '  W e ll ,  th e  e n t i r e  book o f  P ro v erb s  
i s  d e v o te d  t o  th e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s te m . And s i n c e  i t  . . . 
f i n d [ s ]  i t s  r o o t s  in  H oly W r it ,  th en  we have th e  r ig h t  to  a d d r e ss  
i t . . . . I  ca n n o t th in k  o f  a n y th in g  in  th e  w or ld  to d a y , a s  im 
p e r f e c t  a s  our sy ste m  may b e ,  th a t  a p p ro a ch es  th e  e x c ite m e n t
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and g lo r y  and p o t e n t i a l  o f  th e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s te m , and we need  
to  p r e s e r v e  i t  a t  any c o s t  w h ich  means we n eed  to  s ta n d  a g a in s t
N a t io n a l  H e a lth  In su r a n c e  or any form  o f  s o c i a l i z e d  m e d ic in e .  .

.201

As t o  th e  n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e ,  t h e r e  i s  no re a so n  t o  d ou bt F a lw e l l

i s  s e r io u s  i n  h i s  f e a r  t h a t  Communism i s  a t h r e a t  to  our s e c u r i t y  and

freed o m . A q u e s t io n  by h i s  t h i r t e e n - y e a r - o ld  s o n , d u r in g  f a m ily  d e v o 

t i o n a l  t im e , r e v e a ls  th e  m o t iv a t io n ,  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y ,  b eh in d  h i s  

p e r s i s t e n c e  in  the p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s :

Jonathan  . . . s a i d ,  'D ad, do you  e v e r  th in k  th a t  I ' l l  grow up 
in  a f r e e  la n d  l i k e  you  h ave and be a s  o ld  a s  you  a r e  one day  
and l i v e  l i k e  you  l i v e  in  a f r e e  r e p u b l i c ? ' The more I  th o u g h t  
ab o u t t h a t ,  and we d is c u s s e d  i t  in  th e  fa m ily  d e v o t io n ,  I  became 
aw are o f  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  g u a r a n te e  my c h i ld r e n  and my c h i l 
d r e n 's  c h i ld r e n  th e  r i g h t  o f  e n jo y in g  w hat I  have e n jo y e d . . . .
And t h a t  n i g h t ,  and th e  d ays th a t  f o l lo w e d ,  a s  I  exam ined  my own 
h e a r t ,  I  made a com m itm ent to  God th a t  w h a te v er  th e  c o s t .  . . .
We who b e l i e v e  th e  B ib le  and who b e l i e v e  in  B ib le  m o r a l i t y ,  we 
a r e  g o in g  to  h ave to  pay th e  p r ic e  . . .  t o  tu rn  t h i s  n a t io n  
around tow ard God. . . .202

F a lw e l l  a l s o  grounds h i s  argum ent fo r  a s t r o n g  n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e

in  a s ta te m e n t  from  th e  B i b l e ,  I I  T im othy 5 : 8 ,  w h ich  i s  p a r t  o f  a

p a s sa g e  t h a t  d e a ls  w ith  members o f  a  fa m ily  c a r in g  f o r  one a n o th e r :

. . i f  any p r o v id e  n o t  f o r  h i s  own, and s p e c i a l l y  f o r  th o s e  in  h i s  

own h o u se , he h a th  d e n ie d  th e  f a i t h ,  and i s  w orse  th an  an  i n f i d e l . "

H is in t e r p r e t a t io n  i s  th a t  t h i s  B i b l i c a l  s ta te m e n t  a p p l i e s  t o  a n a t io n  

as w e l l  a s  to  th e  fa m ily  and th u s u s e s  i t  a s  h i s  p rem ise  t o  arg u e  t h a t  

A m erica n eed s  to  b u i ld  a s t r o n g  enough m i l i t a r y  power t o  ta k e  c a r e  o f  

i t s  own. N ot t o  do s o ,  he w ould  i n s i s t ,  i s  im m oral in  th e  l i g h t  o f  

t h i s  s ta te m e n t  i n  th e  B i b l e .

F a lw e l l  en d o rsed  th e  s t a r t l i n g  s ta te m e n t  o f  G en era l Graham, 

form er c h i e f  o f  th e  D e fe n se  I n t e l l i g e n c e  a g e n c y , " th a t  m i l i t a r i l y  we
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203p ro b a b ly  h ave l e s s  th a n  a th ou san d  d ays a s  a n a t io n ,  a f r e e  p e o p le ."

D uring " th e  SALT syndrom e d a y s ,"  he s a id  a t  th e  F lo r id a  r a l l y ,  "we

have d e c l in e d  i n  our d ev e lo p m en t o f  m i l i t a r y  m ig h t , w h i le  th e  S o v ie t

U nion  h as b u rgeon ed  i t s  s t r e n g th "  a n d , som etim e in  1983 o r  s o ,  we may

be " fo r c e d  t o  c a p i t u l a t e ."  W e've b een  " in  a program  o f  m u tu a lly  a s -

204su red  d e s t r u c t io n ,  M .A .D ., and t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  w hat i t  i s ,  'Mad'."

A t th e  Iowa r a l l y ,  he vowed o p p o s i t io n  to  " th e  SALT I I  T r e a ty  and any

205o th e r  t r e a t i e s  t h a t  lo c k  o u r  n a t io n  i n t o  i n f e r i o r i t y . "

F a lw e l l  c a l l s  f o r  a  s u p e r io r  n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e .  He b e l i e v e s

" th a t  A m erica n eed s  to  b e  th e  s t r o n g e s t  n a t io n  on e a r t h  m i l i t a r i l y

. . . and d o n 't  t r y  to  t e l l  me th a t  w e 'r e  g o in g  to  s t a y  f r e e  i f  we

2 06d o n 't  s t a y  s t r o n g ."  B ut n o t  j u s t  s t r o n g ,  s u p e r io r .  " I  happen to

b e l i e v e , "  he s a y s ,  " th a t  th e  o n ly  way to  p r e v e n t  war i s  t o  have th e

207s t r o n g e s t  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b lis h m e n t  in  th e  w o r ld ."  He t o ld  th e  New

H am pshire r a l l y ,  " I'm  a g a in s t  w ar, and I  th in k  th e  b e s t  way to  p r e v e n t

war i s  t o  be s t r o n g e r  th an  th e  S o v ie t  U n io n . T h a t 's  th e  o n ly  la n g u a g e

203th e y  u n d e r s ta n d ."  F a lw e l l  seem s to  have an Old T estam en t m e n t a l i ty

m i l i t a r i l y .

N ot o n ly  t o  d is c o u r a g e  o r  p r e v e n t  w ar w ith  th e  S o v ie t  U nion

b u t a l s o  b e c a u se  h e b e l i e v e s  th e y  ca n n o t be t r u s t e d ,  F a lw e l l  c a l l s  f o r a

b u ild u p  o f  our m i l i t a r y  m ig h t . One r e a so n  he c o n s t a n t ly  sp ea k s  o u t

a g a in s t  t r e a t i e s  l i k e  SALT I I  " i s  th a t  we g e t  ground in t o  i n f e r i o r i t y

209w h i le  . . . [ t h e y ]  j u s t  l i e  and c h e a t  and do what th e y  w a n t."  W e've 

ta k en  " th e  u n b e l ie v a b le  s t a n c e  . . . t h a t  th e  Communists h ave  good  

in t e n t io n s  and th a t  we can  p e a c e a b ly  c o e x i s t  in  t h i s  w o rld  w ith o u t  

m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h ,  t h a t  a s t r o n g  n a t io n a l  d e fe n s e  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y ."
155



www.manaraa.com

As a r e s u l t ,  h e  a r g u e s ,  we a r e  p ro b a b ly  in  " th e  m ost com p rom isin g  p o s i -

210t i o n  . . . s in c e  P e a r l  Harbor . . . u n a b le  to  d e fen d  o u r s e lv e s ."

S o , th e  Communists h ave ta k en  a d v a n ta g e  o f  our w e a k n e ss .

The o n ly  r e a s o n  why a K hom eini and th e  group o f  . . . M a r x is t  
young p e o p le  w ould  d are  t o  ta k e  5 0  A m erican  h o s ta g e s  i s  b e c a u s e ,  
by our exam ple o f  th e  l a s t  few  y e a r s ,  th e y  knew we*d do n o th in g  
a b ou t i t ,  and t h a t  i s  w hat we d id .  The r e a so n  why th e  S o v ie t s  
m arched i n t o  A fg h a n is ta n  i s  b e c a u se  th e y  knew w e'd  do n o th in g  
a b o u t i t ,  and t h a t ' s  w hat we d id .  And th e  r e a s o n  th e r e  a r e  
th o u sa n d s o f  S o v ie t  tr o o p s  in  Cuba to d a y  i s  b e c a u se  th e y  knew 
w e'd  do n o th in g  a b o u t i t ,  and t h a t ' s  w hat we d id .^ - ^

To th o s e  who s u g g e s t  we d isa rm  u n i l a t e r a l l y  and th en  " th e

S o v ie t s  w ould  s e e  w e 'r e  s in c e r e  and . . .w o u l d  r e c ip r o c a t e ,"  F a lw e l l

a n s w e r s , " i f  you  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  th e n  d o n 't  lo c k  you r d o o rs  t o n ig h t  when

you  go t o  bed . . . d is m is s  a l l  th e  law  en fo rce m e n t a g e n c ie s  . . .

p u t [y o u r  c h i ld r e n ]  in  C e n tr a l Park i n  New York a t  two o ' c lo c k  in  th e

m orning and l e t  them p la y .  The f a c t  i s  t h i s  w o rld  i s  n o t  h e a v e n ,"  he

212a r g u e s .  "There a r e  u n r e g e n e r a te s"  in  i t  who c a n ' t  b e t r u s t e d .  F or

F a l w e l l ,  Communists a r e  u n r e g e n e r a te s  who c a n n o t b e  t r u s t e d ,  s o  we m ust

arm o u r s e lv e s .  "We b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  M a r x is ts  h ave  n e v e r  changed t h e i r

o r i g i n a l  and s t a t e d  com m itm ent t o  w orld  c o n q u e s t .  T h e r e fo r e ,"  h e

a r g u e s ,  "we b e l i e v e  th a t  a s  a  n a t io n ,  we need  t o  su p p o r t th e  m i l i t a r y .

We n eed  t o  b e n o t  j u s t  a s  s t r o n g  b u t s t r o n g e r  th an  th e  S o v ie t  U nion

213b e c a u se  th e y  a r e  a g g r e s s o r s ."

F a lw e l l  w a n ts  u s  to  be s u p e r io r  m i l i t a r i l y  f o r  a th ir d  r e a so n :  

b e c a u se  he th in k s  we o u gh t t o  be a b le  t o  w in  a war i f  i t  co m es. He 

sa y s  a  m ajor p a r t  o f  ou r prob lem  in  th e  w orld  i s  t h a t  " w e'v e  l o s t  th e  

w i l l  to  w in . . . S in c e  W orld War X I, we have l o s t  e v e r y  w ar in

w h ich  w e 'v e  b een  in v o lv e d .  W e've b een  d is g r a c e d  r e p e a t e d ly ,  w e 'v e
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d e v e lo p e d  'no  w in ' 215p o l i c i e s . "  A r e v e a l in g  ex ch a n g e r e g a r d in g  t h i s

p o in t  o ccu rr ed  on "The P h i l  Donahue Show."

REV. FALWELL: We made [a  m is ta k e ]  in  V ietn a m . We s h o u ld n ' t  
h ave gone in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e .  A f t e r  we g o t  in  
we sh o u ld  h ave  w on.

MR. DONAHUE: U h-huh. In  o th e r  w o r d s , i f  you  - -

AUDIENCE: (a p p la u se )

MR. DONAHUE: A l l  r i g h t ,  L e t ' s  t a lk  a b o u t t h a t  f o r  a moment, 
R ev . F a l w e l l .  S o , i f  I  g e t  in  th e  r in g  w ith  
som eone - -

REV. FALWELL: Get in  to  w in .

MR. DONAHUE: A l l  r i g h t ,  Go f o r  i t .

REV. FALWELL: Go f o r  i t .

MR. DONAHUE: A l l  r i g h t .  Suppose I  d is c o v e r  a f t e r  I  g e t  in  
th a t  I 'm  tw ic e  th e  s i z e  o f  my o p p o n e n t. Now 
i t  was a m is ta k e  f o r  me to  g e t  in  h e r e .  Should  
i  j u s t  b e a t  th e  h e l l  o u t o f  him? Pardon me.
I  sa y  t h a t  in  th e  B i b l i c a l  s e n s e .

AUDIENCE: ( la u g h te r )

MR. DONAHUE: B eca u se  I  made th e  d e c i s i o n  t o  g e t  in ?

REV. FALWELL: W e ll ,  I  th in k  so m etim es - -  a g a in ,  I  come back  
t o  t h i s  m a tte r  o f  n a t io n a l  h o n o r . I  th in k  th a t  
we sh o u ld  b e more r e l u c t a n t  - -  I  d i d n ' t  a d v o c a te  
our g e t t i n g  in  th e  w ar. I 'm  a g a in s t  w a r . I  want 
t o  make t h a t  r e a l  c l e a r .  I'm  a g a in s t  i t ,  p e r io d ,  
f o r e v e r .

MR. DONAHUE: B ut on ce  our c o u n tr y  c a l l s  one - -

REV. FALWELL: When we go to  w ar, we sh o u ld  p u l l  o u t  th e  
s to p s  and w in .^ 1 6

In  a s t o r y F a lw e l l  t o ld  a b o u t h i s  y o u th , h e p r o b a b ly  r e v e a ls

m ost h o n e s t ly  h i s t r u e s t  f e e l i n g s  a b ou t our b e in g  s u p e r io r  m i l i t a r i l y :

B eca u se  I  was c o n v e r te d ,  I  b e lo n g e d  to  a s t r e e t  g a n g . We s t a r t e d  
a  l o t  o f  f i g h t s .  B ut i n  a l l  my l i f e  . . .  I  h ave n e v e r  b een  dumb
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enough to  p ic k  a f i g h t  w ith  som ebody I  knew was g o in g  to  w hip  
m e. A p r e a c h e r  . . . u sed  to  s a y ,  'F e l lo w s ,  i f  y o u 'r e  g o in g  
to  be s u c c e s s f u l ,  k eep  a f i g h t  g o in g  a l l  th e  t im e .  . . .
S e c o n d ly , D o n 't  e v e r  p ic k  a f i g h t  w ith  som eone you  c a n ' t  w h ip , 
and t h i r d ,  A lw ays le a v e  a l i t t l e  ru n n in g  r o o m .'2 1 7

The n e x t  s e n te n c e  a f t e r  t h a t  s t o r y  w a s , " W ell, th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f

A m erica n eed s a s t r o n g  n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e ,  and I ,  f o r  o n e , am com m itted

t o  th a t  d u r in g  th e  1 9 8 0 s ."

What may be w orrisom e t o  many i s  th e  e x t e n t  t o  w h ich  F a lw e l l

i s  com m itted  to  a m i l i t a r y  b u ild u p  and a t  what or w hose e x p e n s e .

S p eak in g  a t  th e  S ou th  C a r o lin a  r a l l y ,  h e  s a id :

. . . we n eed  m i l i t a r y  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  and w h a te v e r  i t  c o s t s  to  
m eet th a t  g o a l ,  we ou gh t to  make t h a t  k in d  o f  com m itm ent . . . 
th e  argum ent i s  a lw ays fo r th c o m in g . . . , 'Where a r e  we g o in g  
to  g e t  th e  m oney?' I  rea d  th e  o th e r  day t h a t  th e  P r e s id e n t  i s  
p r o p o s in g  a $220  b i l l i o n  w e l f a r e  b u d g e t . T h a t 's  a  good p la c e  
to  s t a r t . 218

At th e  M ich ig a n  r a l l y ,  m aking th e  same p o i n t ,  he s u g g e s te d  c u t t in g  th e

219w e lf a r e  b u d g e t in  h a l f .  And th e r e  seem s to  b e no d ou b t t h a t  h e  i s

s e r i o u s .

The p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  o f  F a lw e l l  i s  perm eated  w it h  th e  theme

o f  p a t r io t i s m .  " I  Love A m erica ,"  th e  name g iv e n  to  th e  r a l l i e s  on th e

s t e p s  o f  s t a t e  c a p i t o l s ,  i s  a d e c la r a t io n  o f  p a t r io t i s m .  T y p ic a l  o f

h i s  p a t r i o t i c  r h e t o r i c  i s  t h i s  o r a to r y  from  th e  O hio r a l l y :

W e're happy to  b e A m er ica n s , w e 'r e  happy to  be C h r is t ia n s  . . . 
w e 'r e  h e r e  to d a y  to  s a y ,  'Thank God f o r  A m er ica . Thank God f o r  
our freedom s and our l i b e r t i e s . '  And we s a y  t o  th e  en em ies  o f  
freed om  ev ery w h ere  and t o  th e  en em ies o f  A m erica , 'T h e r e 's  no 
p la c e  on e a r t h ,  a b s o lu t e ly  no p la c e  on e a r th  l i k e  th e  one t h a t  
you  and I  happen to  be a p a r t  o f  and a r e  c i t i z e n s  i n ,  th e  U n ited  
S t a t e s  o f  A m erica '.220

F a lw e l l  i s  a fa n  o f  A m erica l i k e  some p e o p le  a r e  a fa n  o f  th e  D a lla s

Cowboys o r  th e  Los A n g e le s  D o d g e r s . R e fe r r in g  t o  th e  W in ter  O lym pic
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games o f  1 9 8 0 , he d e s c r ib e d  h i s  f e e l i n g s :

And a s  I  w atch ed  th e  O lym pic I c e  H ockey [gam e] b e tw een  th e  S o v ie t  
U nion and th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  I  c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  b u t s a y ,  ’Thank God. 
For th e  f i r s t  t im e , A m ericans a r e  proud t o  be A m erica n s , in  a 
lo n g  t i m e . '  W e're g la d  to  be p a r t  o f  su ch  a g r e a t  n a t io n .  And 
w hat God A lm ig h ty  d id  f o r  us in  e v e r y  a ren a  i f  we g iv e  Him r e a so n  
t o  b l e s s  A m erica a g a in .

For F a l w e l l ,  in  s p i t e  o f  h er  p r o b lem s, A m erica i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  n a t io n

222in  human h i s t o r y .  E very  d e c e n t  c i t i z e n  w i l l  be f o r  A m erica , r ig h t

223
o r  w ro n g , in  war and p e a c e .

The A m erica h e l o v e s ,  h ow ever , e x i s t e d  b e fo r e  th e  l a s t  tw en ty

to  t h i r t y  y e a r s . He vowed in  th e  P en th o u se  in t e r v ie w  t h a t  h e and o th e r

p a s to r s  in  M oral M a jo r ity  a r e  g o in g  to  "do w hat i s  r i g h t ,  i f  i t  c o s t s

us e v e r y t h in g ,  s o  t h a t  ou r n e x t  g e n e r a t io n ,  our c h i l d r e n ,  can  once

224
a g a in  e n jo y  w hat we h ave  known in  t h i s  c o u n tr y ."  A f t e r  t e l l i n g  a

l i t t l e  a b ou t h i s  th r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  h e d e c la r e d  a t  th e  Iowa r a l l y :

I  wajit my c h i ld r e n  to  know th e  g r e a t  A m erica t h a t  I ' v e  known, 
and .I 'v e  p rom ised  God, and I ' v e  p rom ised  them , t h a t  I ' l l  do  
e v e r y th in g  . . . one man can  do t o  in s u r e  t h a t .  I  d o n 't  e v e r  
w ant to  h ave  my c h i ld r e n  a sk  m e, 'D ad, w here w ere you  th e  day  
freed om  d ie d ? 1 ^

The g r e a t  A m erica h e h as known i s  a G olden  Era in  h i s  m ind ,

p o s s i b l y  d u r in g  th e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 s , d u r in g  W orld War I I ,  and i n t o  th e  1950s

when A m erica was u n d o u b ted ly  a t  th e  p in n a c le  o f  w o rld  p ow er. That i s

when h e was a b o y , and he s a id  in  th e  M in n eso ta  r a l l y  t h a t  "we [w a n t]

t o  p r e s e n t  our c h i ld r e n  th e  same A m erica ou r p a r e n ts  p r e s e n te d  to  

226u s ."  A t th e  S ou th  C a r o lin a  r a l l y ,  he s a i d ,  "When I  grew  up and

a tte n d e d  e le m e n ta r y  and h ig h  s c h o o l  . . . A m ericans w ere  g la d  to  be

A m er ic a n s , and th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w o rld  r e s p e c t e d  u s .  In  th e  l a s t  tw e n ty -

227
f i v e  t o  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  A m erica  h as b een  in  a m oral t a i l s p i n . "  And la t e r
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in  t h a t  sp e e c h  he a d d ed , " I w ant my b oys and my l i t t l e  g i r l  t o  grow up

in  th e  same k in d  o f  A m erica I ’v e  had th e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  grow in g  up

,,228x n .  . .

When I  was a boy i n  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  b ack  in  Old V ir g i n i a ,
e v e r y  m o rn in g , in  a p u b l ic  s c h o o l ,  som eone co n d u cted  a c h a p e l ,
and we had p ra y er  t o g e t h e r .  We d id n ’ t  know th en  i t  w ould  h u r t  
u s .  We p le d g e d  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  th e  f l a g  e v e r y  m o rn in g , a n d , d u r
in g  W orld War I I  days . . .  we w ould  b r in g  our money t o  s c h o o l
. . . and buy w ar b o n d s . E very tim e we g o t  $ 1 8 .7 5  t o g e t h e r ,  we
b ou gh t a $25 war bond and th o u g h t t h a t  was g r e a t .  We s t i l l  
lo v e  t h a t  f l a g ,  a n d , in  s p i t e  o f  th e  Jane Fondas and th o s e  who 
w ould  b r in g  t h a t  f l a g  down . . . we s t i l l  r e s p e c t  Old Glory.229

I t  i s  a G olden  Era t h a t  F a lw e l l  w a n ts  to  remember and r e s t o r e .  In  a

l e s s  n o s t a l g i c  and more som ber mood, h e  w r o te  in  an a r t i c l e  f o r  th e  .

Miami H era ld :

I t  i s  a b arom eter  o f  how f a r  down we h ave  s l i d  as a  n a t io n  t h a t  
p e o p le  to d a y  a r e  denounced  and r e v i le d -  f o r  s p e a k in g  o u t  in  d e 
f e n s e  o f  unborn b a b ie s ;  f o r  t e l l i n g  h om o sex u a ls  th e y  can  l i v e  
t h a t  way i f  th e y  w a n t, b u t d o n ' t  t r y  t o  g e t  g o v ern m en t's  a p 
p r o v a l;  f o r  t r y in g  to  t i g h t e n  th e  n o o se  around th e  f i t t i n g  
sw in e  who s e l l  d ru gs t o  c h i ld r e n ;  and f o r  a t te m p t in g  t o  co n 
t r o l  th e  l e v e l  o f  mind p o l l u t i o n  r e p r e s e n te d  b y  th e  $ 4 - b i l l i o n -  
a - y e a r  pornography in d u s t r y .  T w e n ty - f iv e  y e a r s  a g o , n e a r ly  
e v e r y o n e  s to o d  a g a in s t  th o s e  t h i n g s .2 3 0

P r o - I s r a e l  A rg u m en ts . N ot o n ly  i s  F a lw e l l  p r o - l i f e ,  p r o - f a m ily ,

p r o - m o r a l i t y ,  and p ro -A m er ica n , he i s  p r o - I s r a e l .  As h e  s a i d ,  we a r e

231f o r  th e  n a t io n  o f  I s r a e l  and f o r  J e w ish  p e o p le  e v e r y w h e r e . He has

v i s i t e d  I s r a e l ' s  Prim e M in is t e r  B e g in  in  J e r u sa le m , and B eg in  has

v i s i t e d  F a lw e l l  in  L ynchburg; th e y  h ave a l s o  ta lk e d  by te le p h o n e  on

232s e v e r a l  o c c a s io n s  .

F a lw e l l  b e l i e v e s  "God r a i s e d  up A m erica  to  ta k e  c a r e  o f  I s r a e l

. . . t h a t  . . . I s r a e l  w ould  n o t  l a s t  t h i r t y  d ays i f  i t  w ere n o t  f o r  

233A m erica ."  T h is  b e l i e f  i s  an  exam ple o f  F a l w e l l ' s  g ro u n d in g  h is
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argum ents and a p p e a ls  on w hat he b e l i e v e s  th e  B ib le  sa y s  and d e te r m in 

in g  ev en  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n  and n a t io n a l  p o l i c y  on th e  b a s i s  

o f  w hat th e  B ib le  s a y s .  In  th e  c a s e  o f  I s r a e l ,  h e  a r g u e s  t h a t ,  b a sed

on c h a p te r  15 o f  G e n e s is ,  God drew th e  boundary l i n e s  f o r  th e  n a t io n

234
o f  I s r a e l  and gave  th a t  lan d  " to  h e r  a s  an in h e r i t a n c e  f o r e v e r ."

He b e l i e v e s  " th a t  I s r a e l ,  l e g a l l y ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  and t h e o l o g i c a l l y  has

235a r i g h t  to  th e  la n d  o f  P a l e s t i n e ."  And f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n , he w a rn s ,

th e  . s o v i e t  U nion  and a hundred m i l l i o n  A rabs and th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  a l l

236com bined w i l l  n e v e r  d r iv e  h er  o f f  t h a t  la n d ."  F a lw e l l  f o r g e t s  to  

m en tio n  th e  hundreds o f  in t e r v e n in g  y e a r s  when th e  Jews d id  n o t  occu p y  

t h a t  la n d .

F u rth erm o re , b ased  on G e n e s is  1 2 : 3 ,  " I  w i l l  b l e s s  them  th a t

b l e s s  you  and c u r s e  them th a t  c u r s e  , y o u ,"  F a lw e l l  i n s i s t s  th a t  God

w i l l  b l e s s  A m erica a s  lo n g  a s  we su p p o r t  I s r a e l  b u t w i l l  d e s t r o y  us i f

we b e tr a y  I s r a e l .  " I f  we w ith d raw  our su p p o r t  . . . s h e ' s  f in i s h e d  and 

237so  a r e  w e ."  He d e c la r e s  t h a t  " t h e r e 's  no way to  be n e u t r a l  ab ou t

I s r a e l .  Y o u 're  e i t h e r  f o r  God o r  a g a in s t  God, y o u 'r e  e i t h e r  f o r  I s r a e l

238o r  y o u 'r e  a g a in s t  I s r a e l . "  He makes b e in g  f o r  God and b e in g  fo r

I s r a e l  syn onym ou s.

" H is to r y  r e c o r d s  t h a t  God d e a ls  w ith  n a t io n s  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  how 

th o s e  n a t io n s  d e a l  w ith  I s r a e l , "  h e s a y s ,  and u s e s  N a z i Germany a s  an 

exam p le:

God t o ld  Abraham 4 ,0 0 0  y e a r s  a g o , ' I  w i l l  b l e s s  them th a t  b l e s s  
you  and I  w i l l  c u r s e  them t h a t  c u r s e  y o u . '  I f  we c o u ld  b r in g  
A d o lf  H i t l e r  o u t o f  h e l l  to d a y , h e ' s  sa y  'Amen'.' t o  th a t  s t a t e 
m en t. God c u rsed  him b e c a u se  he c u r se d  th e  Jews . . . b e c a u se  
God s a i d ,  ' I ' l l  b l e s s  them t h a t  b l e s s  y o u , '  a s  fo r  me and my 
h o u s e , w e ' l l  b l e s s  th e  J e w s . T h a t 's  one r e a so n  God has b een
good to  A m e r ic a .239
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F a lw e l l  h as a p p lie d  B ib le  t r u t h  to  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s  and d e v e l 

oped argu m en ts and a p p e a ls  b a sed  on  t h a t  t r u t h .  I t  i s  a c l a s s i c  m e e t

in g  o f  th e  B ib le  and s o c i e t y ,  a p u r p o s e fu l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  Funda

m e n t a l i s t  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y  t o  a  changed  and ch a n g in g  

s o c i e t y .

Church and S t a t e  A rgu m en ts. One i s s u e  in a d v e r t a n t ly  and in h e r 

e n t l y  grew o u t  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  argum ents and a p p e a l s - - t h e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  

ch u rch  and s t a t e .  B eca u se  th e  s ta te m e n ts  o f  F a lw e l l  and o th e r  F unda

m e n t a l i s t s  e s s e n t i a l l y  r e i n t e r p r e t e d  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d o c t r in e ,  b e c a u se  

th e y  w ere m o s t ly  B a p t i s t s  who h ave b een  among th e  s t r i c t e s t  a d h e r e n ts  

and s t r o n g e s t  a d v o c a te s  o f  ch u rch  and s t a t e  s e p a r a t io n ,  and b e c a u se  

t h e r e  was a s t r id e n c y  in  t h e i r  s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t ch u rch  and s t a t e ,  i t  

becam e an i s s u e  in  th e  1980 p o l i t i c a l  cam p aign .

P a t  R o b e r ts o n , f o r  exam ple, s a id  "We u sed  t o  th in k  t h a t  i f  we

s ta y e d  home and p rayed  i t  w ould  b e ,enough. W e ll ,  w e 'r e  f e d  u p . We

240t h in k  i t ' s  t im e to  p u t God back  in  g o v ern m en t."  James R o b iso n

p r o c la im e d  in  a  serm on , " T h e r e 's  g o in g  t o  h ave t o  b e a g e t - to u g h

241a c t i v i s t  a t t i t u d e  on th e  p a r t  o f  C h r is t ia n s  . . .  o r  w e 'r e  th ro u g h ."

R o b iso n  was q u o ted  a s  s a y in g ,  "We have made a god o u t o f  our governm ent

and i t  h as p u t u s in  b o n d a g e . We e i t h e r  b in d  th e  governm ent o r  th e

242governm ent b in d s  u s .  T h a t 's  why th e  v o t e  i s  so  im p o r ta n t ."  Fob

Jam es, Alabama g o v ern o r  and F a lw e l l  s u p p o r te r ,  s a id  a t  th e  N a t io n a l

A f f a i r s  B r i e f i n g ,  " T h e y ' l l  t e l l  you  t h e r e  o u g h t to  be s e p a r a t io n  o f

ch u rch  and s t a t e .  I  hope you w on’ t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t  n o n -  

243
s e n s e ."  Jim  B akker j u s t i f i e d  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  en croach m en t t h i s  w ay,
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"We have to  become in v o lv e d  w ith  governm ent . . . b e c a u se  governm ent

244has become in v o lv e d  w ith  u s ."  F a lw e l l  s a id  from  h is  p u lp i t  a t

Thomas Road B a p t i s t  C hurch, "We’ r e  f i g h t i n g  a h o ly  w a r . . . .  We have

t o  le a d  th e  n a t io n  back  to  th e  m oral s t a n c e  t h a t  made A m erica g r e a t .  .

r 245. . [We] n eed  to  w ie ld  in f lu e n c e  on th o s e  who g o v ern  u s ."

A t th e  Iowa r a l l y ,  he s a i d ,  "A C h r is t ia n  who i s n ' t  r e g i s t e r e d

to  v o t e  . . . n o th in g  w orse  th an  t h a t .  . . .  A C h r is t ia n  who i s n ' t

r e g i s t e r e d  to  v o t e  i s  o u t  o f  th e  w i l l  o f  God b e c a u se  our Lord s a i d ,

246
•Render u n to  C aesar th a t  w h ich  i s  C a e s a r ' s . ’"

Do you  know how God lo o k s  a t  a congressm an? a p r e s id e n t?  a s e n a 
to r ?  a r e p r e s e n t a t iv e ?  Romans 13 v e r s e s  1 -7 ;  P a u l s a i d ,  'T h ese  
a r e  m in i s t e r s  o f  G o d .1 Do you  know w hat t h a t  means? That means 
th e y  h a v e  a c a l l i n g  from  God j u s t  l i k e  I  a s  a p r e a c h e r , or you  
a s  a p r e a c h e r  d o . 'O h ,' you s a y ,  'What a b o u t t h e s e  a t h e i s t i c  
f e l lo w s ?  What a b o u t B resh n ev?  What a b o u t . . . 1  w o n 't  name
some o f  our own . . . b u t w hat a b o u t some o f  our p e o p le  who 
s ta n d  a g a in s t  e v e r y th in g  t h a t ' s  h ig h ,  h o ly ,  and s a c r e d ? ' The 
f a c t  th a t  God sa y s  th e y  a r e  m in is t e r s  o f  God i s  en ou gh . They  
may n o t  know th e y  a r e  m in is t e r s  o f  God b u t God knows i t  and 
you  know i t .

Now, w hat can  you  do to  h a v e  an im pact? S in c e  you  know th e y  a r e  
m in is t e r s  o f  God and He know s, God knows th e y  a r e  m in is t e r s  o f  
God . . . th e  s c r ip t u r e  s a y s  I  T im othy 2 : 1 ,  2 ,  3 . . . 'P ray  fo r  
th o s e  who a r e  in  a u t h o r i t y . '  We b r in g  p r e s s u r e  on God th rou gh  
p r a y e r . The s c r ip t u r e  sa y s  t h a t  He i s  th e  K ing o f  K in g s , th e  
Lord o f  L o r d s . He i s  o v er  a l l  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s .  Now, i f  we 
p u t p r e s s u r e  on God lo o k  w hat h a p p e n s . The P ro v erb s  t e l l  us  
t h a t  th e  K in g 's  h e a r t  ( th e  c o n g r e ssm a n 's  h e a r t ,  th e  s e n a t o r ' s  
h e a r t )  i s  in  th e  hand o f  th e  L o rd . A g a in , th e  S e n a to r  may n o t  
know i t  b u t th e  k in g ' s  h e a r t  i s  in  th e  hand o f  th e  Lord and th e  
r i v e r s  o f  w a te r  God tu r n s  w h a tso e v e r  He W i l l s .

. T h at means God can  t e l l  B resh n ev  w hat to  d o . I f  enough p e o p le  
p u t p r e s s u r e  on B resh n ev  th ro u g h  p r a y in g  to  A lm ig h ty  God, God
who c o n t r o ls  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  n a t io n s  and men can  o v e r r u le  them
and make them do w hat th e y  d o n 't  e v en  w ant t o  d o . I 'm  co n 
v in c e d  t h a t  i s  t r u e ,  l e t ' s  le a r n  how to  pray f o r  th o s e  who 
a r e  in  a u t h o r i t y .  L e t ' s  p ray  f o r  our l e a d e r s .  L e t ' s  pray
f o r  th o s e  whom God has p la c e d  o v e r  u s .
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Now, t h e r e ' s  a n o th e r  v e r s e  th a t  you  may n o t  l i k e  b u t i t ' s  in  th e  
B i b l e .  I t  s a y s ,  'T here i s  no power b u t t h a t  o f  God. The pow ers 
t h a t  be a r e  o r d a in e d  o f  G od .' That means th a t  a lth o u g h  we d o n 't  
a g r e e  w ith  th o se  a l l  who a r e  in  a u t h o r i t y  we m ust r e s p e c t  them .
T hat God has p u t them t h e r e .  They may n o t  know i t  b u t God knows 
i t  and you  know i t  and t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y .247

T h is  i s  F a l w e l l ' s  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  B i b l i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  th e  p a r t i c i p a 

t i o n  o f  churchmen in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s .

In  The F u n d a m e n ta lis t  Phenom enon. F a lw e l l  s t a t e s ,  "The d o c t r in e

o f  th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  Church and  S t a t e  s im p ly  means th a t  th e  S t a t e  s h a l l

n o t c o n t r o l  r e l i g i o n  and r e l i g i o n  s h a l l  n o t  c o n t r o l  th e  S t a t e .  I t  d o es

n o t  mean t h a t  th e  two may n e v e r  w ork t o g e t h e r ." 248 H is p o in t  i s  th a t

th e  f i r s t  amendment " does n o t  r u le  o u t  church  in f lu e n c e  in  g o v ern -  

249m en t."  Our F ou n d in g  F a t h e r s ,  he s a y s ,  " n ever  in te n d e d  to  e s t a b l i s h

250a governm ent d e v o id  o f  God" n or " th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  God and g o v ern -  

251m en t."  F a lw e l l  b e l i e v e s  th a t  th e  f i r s t  amendment c la u s e  r e g a r d in g

th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  ch u rch  and s t a t e ,  w h i le  i t  d o es  n o t  p r o h ib i t  ch u rch es

and r e l i g i o n  from  b e in g  in v o lv e d  in  governm ent and p o l i t i c s ,  p r o h ib i t s

th e  governm ent from  e n c r o a c h in g  in  any way upon th e  c h u r c h e s .

The F ound ing F a t h e r s ,  c o n tr a r y  to  w hat our l i b e r a l  f r ie n d s  b e 
l i e v e ,  w anted  to  p r e s e r v e  and en co u ra g e  th e  c h u r c h , n o t  to  r e 
s t r i c t  i t  o r  i t s  i n f l u e n c e .  For them , th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  ch u rch  
and s t a t e  was a ch eck  on th e  g o v ern m en t, n o t  th e  c h u r c h . The 
F i r s t  Amendment p r o h ib i t s  th e  governm ent from  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 
ch u r c h . . . .  I t  d o es  n o t  p r o h ib i t  th e  ch u rch es  from  d o in g  
a n y th in g ,  e x c e p t  c o l l e c t i n g  t a x e s .  Any p e r so n  who s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  s e p a r a t io n  o f  ch u rch  and s t a t e  r e q u ir e s  more th a n  t h i s - -  
t h a t  i t  r e q u ir e s  ch u rch es  to  rem ain  s i l e n t  on p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  
o r  p r e a c h e r s  to  be n e u t r a l  on c a n d id a te s  or r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i
z a t io n s  to  p u rsu e  o n ly  ' s p i r i t u a l  g o a l s ' - - i s  s im p ly  g r in d in g  
h i s  own ax  r a th e r  th an  r e a d in g  th e  la w .^ 5 2

F a lw e l l  d e c id e d  to  g e t  in v o lv e d  in  p o l i t i c s  p a r t ly  b e c a u se  he 

f e l t  th e  governm ent was in t r u d in g  i n t o  s t r i c t l y  r e l i g i o u s  t e r r i t o r y .  

J o u r n a l i s t  L is a  Myers r e p o r t s :
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He a v e r s  i t  was a m a tte r  o f  s e l f - d e f e n s e  p r e c i p i t a t e d  by g o v ern 
m ent in t r u s io n  in t o  ch u rch  m a t t e r s .  . . . P a r t i c u l a r l y  u p s e t 
t i n g ,  he a d d s , was 'c o n s t a n t  h a r r a ssm e n t' o f  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  
by th e  D epartm ent o f  H e a lth ,  E d u c a tio n , and W e lfa r e ,  s t a t e  
a g e n c ie s ,  a n d , l a t e r ,  th e  I n t e r n a l  R evenue S e r v i c e . 253

Taken t o g e t h e r ,  t h e s e  n o t io n s  c o n s t i t u t e  a r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d o c t r in e  o f  s e p a r a t io n  o f  ch u rch  and s t a t e .  But r e c o g 

n i t i o n  o f  su ch  a  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and a p p r o p r ia te  r e a c t io n  t o  i t  w ere  

s lo w  in  co m in g . U n d e r s ta n d a b ly , s c h o la r s  w ould  b e more m e th o d ic a l ,  

a n d , c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  r e l a t i v e l y  s lo w  in  d e a l in g  w it h  th e  phenom enon.

What i s  p u z z l in g  i s  t h a t  o r g a n iz a t i o n s ,  w hich  have a s  one o f  t h e i r  

p rim ary fu n c t io n s  t o  m o n ito r  c h u r c h - s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s ,  w ere s o  s lo w  to  

r e a c t  t o  th e  New R ig h t t h r e a t  t o  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r a c t i c e .

The B a p t i s t  J o in t  C om m ittee on P u b lic  A f f a i r s  and A m ericans  

U n ite d  f o r  S e p a r a t io n  o f  Church and S t a t e ,  f o r  ex a m p le , made no n o ta b le  

o f f i c i a l  pronouncem ents u n t i l  th e  F a l l  o f  1 9 8 0 , f i f t e e n  m onths a f t e r  

th e  fo u n d in g  o f  M oral M a jo r i ty .  And th e  A m erica C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  U nion  

d id  n o t  a d d r e ss  d i r e c t l y  th e  p o s s i b l e  rem oval o f  th e  w a l l  b e tw een  

ch u rch  and s t a t e  u n t i l  l a t e  in  1980 and e a r ly  1981 when th e y  ran  f u l l  

p age ad s in  n ew sp ap ers and m ag a zin es  a c r o s s  th e  c o u n tr y  condem ning th e  

M oral M a jo r ity  a s  d a n gerou s .

In  O ctob er  o f  1 9 8 0 , R ich ard  G. P u c k e t t ,  E x e c u t iv e  D ir e c t o r  o f  

A m ericans U n it e d ,  w r o te  th a t  th e  " in t r u s io n  o f  r ig h t - w in g  E v a n g e l ic a ls  

in t o  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  a s  an o r g a n iz e d  power b lo c k  i s  a c a s e  o f  

l e g i t i m a t e  co n c e r n  im plem ented  in  an  i l l e g i t i m a t e  m anner. We sh a r e  th e  

c o n c e r n s  f o r  th e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  m ora l c l im a te  in  A m er ica . But do C h r is 

t i a n s  f u n c t io n  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  to  a c c o m p lish  th ro u g h  governm ent 

s t r u c t u r e s  and pow ers w hat th e y  ca n n o t or have n o t  a c h ie v e d  th rou gh  th e
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254p r o c la m a tio n  o f  th e  G osp el or th rou gh  th e  m in is t r y  o f  th e  ch u rch ? ”

I t  i s  im p o r ta n t t o  remember th a t  many m a in lin e  P r o t e s t a n t s  and m ost

E v a n g e l ic a ls  h ave  h i s t o r i c a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  way t o  change s o c i e t y ,

m o r a lly  o r  o t h e r w is e ,  i s  t o  p r o c la im  th e  g o s p e l  o f  J e su s  C h r is t  w h ich

w i l l  change in d iv i d u a l s '  l i v e s  who w i l l ,  i n  tu r n , change th e  s o c i e t y

a s  th e y  becom e in v o lv e d  w ith  i t .  They have b een  c o n s i s t e n t  in  t h e i r

o p p o s i t io n  t o  o r g a n iz e d  r e l i g i o u s  in v o lv e m e n t in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s

w h eth er  by th e  r e l i g i o u s  L e f t  o f  th e  1960s or  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t o f

th e  1970s and 8 0 s .

P u c k e tt  i s  ta k in g  a t r a d i t i o n a l  s t a n c e  when h e a r g u e s :

So i t  was w ith  th e  Roman C a t h o l ic  Church in  o th e r  c e n t u r ie s  in  
o th e r  c o u n t r ie s  and su ch  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  le d  to  th e  I n q u i s i t i o n .  .
. . So i t  i s  tod ay  w ith  su ch  reg im es  a s  t h a t  in  Ir a n  w here gov 
ernm ent and r e l i g i o n  a r e  i n e x t r i c a b l y  r e la t e d  . . . [where^  
d i s s e n t  i s  met w ith  d e a th .  . . . And so  i t  i s  in  . . . th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  w here o n e 's  r e l i g i o n  i s  an in d is p e n s a b le  p a r t  
o f  o n e 's  s u c c e s s  in  p o l i t i c s .  I s  th a t  th e  way i t  sh o u ld  be?
N ot i f  you  b e l i e v e  in  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y  and
s e p a r a t io n  o f  ch u rch  and s t a t e . -*5

In  a l e t t e r  to  s u p p o r te r s  o f  A m ericans U n ite d ,  t o  s o l i c i t  fu n d s w ith  

w h ich  t o  f i g h t  th e  New R ig h t ,  P u c k e tt  s a id  th e y  w ere " e x tr e m is t  p o l i t i 

c a l  groups m asqu erad in g  a s  r e l i g i o n . "  And he added t h a t  th e  "m oral 

i s s u e s , as d e f in e d  by th o s e  g r o u p s , a r e  u s u a l ly  n o th in g  more than  r a d i 

c a l  ' r ig h t - w in g '  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  n o t  r e l i g i o n . "  He p le a d e d  fo r

25 6f i n a n c i a l  h e lp  to  " ex p o se  th e  d a n g e r ."

Among th e  f i r s t  o v e r t  r e a c t io n s  to  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  a c t i v i t i e s

was a p r iv a t e  l e t t e r ,  in  J u n e , 1 9 8 0 , s e n t  by P o r te r  R ou th , form er  

E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  S o u th ern  B a p t i s t  C o n v e n tio n , i t s  c h i e f  

o p e r a t in g  o f f i c e r ,  and th e n  in t e r im  e x e c u t iv e  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  B a p t i s t  

J o in t  C om m ittee on P u b lic  A f f a i r s ,  t o  th e  e d i t o r s  o f  th e  34 S ou th ern
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B a p t is t  s t a t e  p a p ers w ith  a com bined c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  p o s s i b l y  th r e e  

m i l l i o n  a d d r e s s e s . In  th e  l e t t e r ,  a r e s p o n se  to  p a n ic  c a l l s  f o r  h e lp  

from  p a s to r s  who w ere b e in g  b e s e ig e d  by m a il from  M oral M a jo r i ty ,

R outh w r o te :

I t  seem s t o  me th a t  t h e r e  i s  a s t r a n g e  b i t  o f  l o g i c  on th e  p a r t  
o f  some groups who w ould  be th e  f i r s t  t o  howl i f  th e  governm ent  
p rop osed  any k in d  o f  r e g u la t io n  f o r  t h e i r  ch u rch  or s c h o o l  and 
y e t  who a r e  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  th e  governm ent sh o u ld  w r i t e  p r a y e r s  
o r  sp o n so r  p r a y e r s  f o r  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l .  T h is  i s  j u s t  n o t  
c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  our B a p t i s t  p o l i t y  o r  w ith  th e  B a p t i s t  p o s i 
t i o n .  . . .25  7

R outh a sk ed  th e  e d i t o r s  t o  a d d r e ss  t h i s  i s s u e  in  t h e i r  p a p e r s .

James Dunn, e l e c t e d  a s  th e  perm anent e x e c u t iv e  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e

B a p t i s t  J o in t  C om m ittee f o l l o w in g  R o u th 's  in t e r im ,  s t a t e d  th a t  " i t  i s

okay f o r  r e l i g i o u s  in d iv id u a l s  t o  becom e in v o lv e d  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l

258p r o c e s s ,  but n o t  o r g a n iz e d  m ovem ents."  Of a l l  th o s e  who h ave  d e 

nounced  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  Dunn has b een  among th e  m ost v i t r i o l i c .

In  a March 1 5 , 1 9 8 1 , s p e e c h ,  he a c c u se d  them o f  h e r e s y ,  o f  b e in g  know-

i t - a l l s ,  o f  t e r r o r i z i n g  th e  m a j o r it y ,  o f  in t im id a t in g  o r d in a r y  f o l k s ,

259o f  r e l i g i o u s  g u e r i l l a  w a r fa r e .  In  a M arch, 1 9 8 1 , l e t t e r  he d e s c r ib e e

them  a s  a "problem  . . . an a n t i - p o l i t i c a l ,  s e m i-C h r is t ia n  f r o n t  m oving

260throu gh  l i k e  th e  f i r s t  T exas b lu e  n o r th e r  o f  th e  f a l l . "

By t h e ir  n a tu r e ,  th e  " I  L ove A m erica" r a l l i e s  r a i s e d  th e  i s s u e

o f  ch u rch  and s t a t e  more d e m o n str a b ly . On th e  one h an d , th e  r a l l i e s

w ere  lo a d ed  w ith  sym b ols o f  th e  s t a t e :  th e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l ,  th e  r e d ,

w h i t e ,  and b lu e  c o l o r s ,  th e  A m erican  f l a g s ,  th e  name o f  th e  r a l l i e s ,

governm ent o f f i c i a l s  p r e s e n t ,  and th e  m u s ic a l t r i b u t e  t o  th e  men o f

th e  armed f o r c e s .  On th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  s e t t i n g  o f  th e  r a l l i e s  w ere

e q u a l ly  lo a d ed  w ith  sym bols o f  th e  ch u rch  and r e l i g i o n :  sp o n so r e d  by
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O ld-T im e G osp el H our, th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  p a s to r s  and p r e a c h e r s ,  th e  C h r is 

t i a n  s in g in g  g ro u p , C h r is t ia n  s o n g s ,  th e  C h r is t ia n  f l a g s  in t e r s p e r s e d  

among th e  A m erican  f l a g s ,  th e  s t u d e n t s  from  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l s .

B ut more s i g n i f i c a n t  than  th e  s e t t i n g  was th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h 

in g  o f  F a l w e l l ,  a m ix tu r e  o f  th e  t y p i c a l  serm on a t  a F u n d a m e n ta lis t  or  

e v a n g e l i c a l  church  s e r v i c e  and th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t r i o t i c  sp e e c h  a t  a 

F ou rth  o f  J u ly  r a l l y .  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  h i s  d is c o u r s e  i s  t h i s  e x c e r p t  

from th e  New Ham pshire r a l l y :

And w e 'r e  s o  g r a t e f u l  t o  be a c c e p te d  s o  w arm ly by you  and th e  p a s 
t o r s ,  and th e  hundreds o f  C h r is t ia n  p e o p le  who lo v e  A m er ica , who 
lo v e  free d o m . And I'm  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t h i s  y e a r ,  in  t h i s  d e c a d e ,  
t h i s  n a t io n  u n d er  God, b u i l t  upon J u d e o -C h r is t ia n  e t h i c ,  i s  b e g in 
n in g  to  lo o k  upw ard. F or th e  f i r s t  t im e , t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  c ra c k  
in  th e  w a l l .  T h in g s  a r e  lo o k in g  b e t t e r .  T h e r e 's  a c lo u d  a b ou t  
th e  s i z e  o f  a m an's hand on th e  h o r iz o n .  And I  p e r s o n a l ly  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  w e 'r e  g o in g  to  s e e  a r e a l  m oral r e fo r m a t io n  in  our c o u n tr y .  
You s e e ,  Solom on s a id  3500 y e a r s  a g o , 'L iv in g  b y  G od's p r in c i p l e s  
p rom otes a n a t io n  to  g r e a t n e s s .  V io la t i n g  G od's p r in c i p l e s  b r in g s  
a n a t io n  to  sh a m e .' We became th e  g r e a t e s t  n a t io n  on e a r th  by  
o b e y in g  B i b l i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  And i f  we a r e  g o in g  to  come back  t o  
t h a t  g r e a tn e s s  from  a p la c e  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  em b arrassm en t, w here  
we now a r e ,  i t  w i l l  be n o t  be e l e c t i n g  B a p t i s t s  o r  M e th o d is ts  or  
C a t h o l ic s  or  J ew s, b u t  by com ing back  t o  th e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  com ing  
b ack  to  w hat made t h i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  n a t io n  on e a r t h .  We a r e  n o t  
f o r  b u i ld in g  a C h r is t ia n  r e p u b l ic .  We w ant to  honor th e  l i b e r t i e s  
o f  a l l  A m er ic a n s , b u t we w ant to  have th e  r i g h t  in s id e  A m erica to  
b u ild  our C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  w ith o u t  ta x  money and w ith o u t  g o v e r n 
m en ta l a d v i c e . 261

F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  a t  th e  r a l l i e s  swung back and f o r t h  

b etw een  A m erican p a t r io t i s m  and C h r is t ia n  F u n d am en ta lism .

The " I  Love A m erica" r a l l i e s ,  b o th  s y m b o l ic a l ly  and s u b s ta n 

t i v e l y ,  a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  th e  new " i d e n t i f i c a t i o n "  o f  ch u rch  and s t a t e  

in  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  m ovem ent. T h ere i s  e v e r y  r e a so n  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

F a l w e l l ,  in  th o s e  p o l i t i c a l  serm o n s , was s p e a k in g  l i t e r a l l y  when h e  

r e p e a t e d ly  i d e n t i f i e d  ch u rch  and s t a t e  in  a k in d  o f  h a n d - in -g lo v e
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t o g e t h e r n e s s .  In  s p i t e  o f  h i s  d e n i a l s ,  he was s e r i o u s ,  and s h o u ld  be

ta k e n  s e r i o u s l y ,  i n  h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  A m erica a s  a k in d  o f  t h e o c r a c y .

Norman R. DePuy i n s i s t s  t h a t  D em ocracy, n o t  t h e o c r a c y ,  i s  th e

b e s t  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  th e  ch u rch  and w arns t h a t

to  p rea ch  l i k e  I s a i a h ,  a s  i f  we l i v e d  in  a th e o c r a c y  when a l l  th e  
w h i l e  we a r e  g i v i n g  l i p  s e r v i c e  t o  a d em ocracy , i s  t o  i n v i t e  men
t a l  i l l n e s s . We s h a l l  do g r e a t  damage n o t  b e c a u s e  we a r e  wrong  
on th e  i s s u e s ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  we a r e  t o t a l l y  u n r e la t e d  t o  th e  r e a l 
i t y  in  w h ich  we and o t h e r s  l i v e . We s h a l l  t e a r  th e  v e r y  f a b r i c  
we w ould  mend.262

R. G. P u c k e t t  and James Dunn co n cu r  t h a t  i t  " app ears t h e y  a l l

a r e  com m itted  t o  A m erica a s  a th e o c r a c y  b u t  th e  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  'Who w i l l  

2 63be T heo? '"  Or, a s  James Dunn s a i d ,  "They d e s ig n a t e d  God a s  t h e  n a-

624t i o n a l  m ascot  o f  C h r i s t i a n  A m er ic a ."  In  an a r t i c l e  w i t h  Warner

R a g s d a le ,  S ta n  H a s te y ,  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  d i r e c t o r  f o r  th e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t

C om m ittee ,  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  " i t s  t h e o c r a t i c  o r i e n t a t i o n  f o r  Government

c o n t r a d i c t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  B a p t i s t  a p p ro a ch es  . . . [ t h a t ]  S o u th e r n  Bap-

2 65t i s t  may w e l l  be t h r e a t e n e d  b y  t h e o c r a t s . . . ."

H a s te y  and R a g sd a le  c l a im  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  i s  s e e k in g  " to

c r e a t e  a ' c i v i l  r e l i g i o n '  and t i e  ch urch  i d e a l s  c l o s e l y  t o  s t a t e  

2 66g o a l s . "  The R ev . M i le s  O 'B r ie n  R i l e y ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s

and in f o r m a t io n  f o r  th e  Roman C a t h o l i c  A r c h d io c e s e  o f  San F r a n c i s c o ,

warned a g a i n s t  th e  " s u p e r f i c i a l ,  m i d d l e - c l a s s  A m erican c i v i l  r e l i g i o n

w here s i n  i s  cr im e and v i r t u e  i s  p a t r io t i s m "  w h ich  i s  b e in g  prom oted

267by th e  t e l e v a n g e l i s t s .  I n  a p o s i t i o n  s t a t e m e n t  on th e  d a n g ers  o f

c i v i l  r e l i g i o n ,  th e  B a p t i s t  J o i n t  Committee u n a n im o u sly  warned t h a t

W hile  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  d e m o n s tr a te s  s e v e r a l  e f f o r t s  t o  wed r e l i 
g io u s  fu n d a m en ta lism  and r i g h t - w i n g  p o l i t i c s ,  th e  c u r r e n t  a c t i v i 
t i e s  o f  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  may p o se  a more d a n g ero u s  t h r e a t  t o  
th e  A m erican p r i n c i p l e  o f  C h u r c h - s t a t e  s e p a r a t i o n  th a n  any p r e 
v i o u s  s i m i l a r  m ovement. . . . B eca u se  we c e l e b r a t e  . . .
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r e l i g i o u s  p l u r a l i s m ,  we c a l l  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  . . . th e  p r e s e n t  
l i n k a g e  o f  p o w e r fu l  r e l i g i o u s  f o r c e s  and p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s .268

The M oral M a j o r i t y  movement f a l l s  w i t h i n  B e l l a h ’ s d e f i n i t i o n

o f  c i v i l  r e l i g i o n  a s  "an e l a b o r a t e  and w e l l - i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  r e l i g i o n

i n  A m erica  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t s  a l o n g s i d e  o f  and i s  r a t h e r  c l e a r l y  d i f -

269f e r e n t i a t e d  from  th e  c h u r c h e s ."  I t  i s  " e la b o r a t e "  w ith  i t s  s o p h i s 

t i c a t e d  u s e  o f  com puter t e c h n o lo g y ,  mass m a i l in g  l i s t s ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  

and i t s  l a r g e  c o n s t i t u t e n c y . I t  seem s " w e l l - i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d "  w i t h  

th e  s e e m in g ly  e n d l e s s  c o n n e c te d n e s s  o f  a m yriad o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  under  

Ehe u m b r e l la ,  u n o f f i c i a l l y ,  o f  t h e  M oral M a j o r i t y .  F a l w e l l  h i m s e l f  

a r g u e s  t h a t  i t  " e x i s t s  a l o n g s i d e  o f  and i s  r a t h e r  c l e a r l y  d i f f e r e n 

t i a t e d  from th e  c h u rch es"  when he c la im s  v i g o r o u s l y  i t  i s  s t r i c t l y  a 

p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and n o t  a r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  a l l .  Even 

though F a l w e l l  may c l a im  i t  i s  n o t  r e l i g i o u s ,  i t s  avowed b a se  r e s t s  

on B i b l i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  and r e l i g i o u s  m o r a l i t y  w h ich  c l e a r l y  g i v e s  i t  

a r e l i g i o u s  q u a l i t y .  What F a l w e l l  p r a c t i c e d ,  w h e th e r  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  or  

u n c o n s c i o u s l y ,  i s  a form o f  c i v i l  r e l i g i o n :  h i s  b a s i c  a im  i s  a more

t h e o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y  th an  h as  b een  p r a c t i c e d  b e f o r e  o r  maybe e v en  p o s 

s i b l e  i n  A m er ic a .  As p r a c t i c e d  i n  th e  1980 cam paign and s i n c e ,  i t  i s  

e i t h e r  an ep ito m e  o f  c i v i l  r e l i g i o n  o r  a F u n d a m e n ta l i s t  v e r s i o n  o f  i t .

There i s  a t  l e a s t  one d i f f e r e n c e ,  h o w e v er ,  b e tw e e n  B e l l a h ' s  

c o n c e p t io n  o f  c i v i l  r e l i g i o n  and th e  c u r r e n t  ex tre m e  exam ple o f  i t . 

B e l l a h  s a i d  o f  c i v i l  r e l i g i o n :  " T h is  r e l i g i o n - - t h e r e  seem s no o t h e r

word f o r  i t - - w h i l e  n o t  a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o ,  and in d e e d  s h a r in g  much i n

common w i t h ,  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  was n e i t h e r  s e c t a r i a n  n o r  i n  an y  s p e c i f i c

270s e n s e  C h r i s t i a n . "  But th e  c i v i l  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  i s
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d i s t i n c t l y  C h r i s t i a n  and s e c t a r i a n ,  in  f a c t ,  F u n d a m e n ta l i s t  C h r i s t i a n

i n  s p i t e  o f  th e  su pposed  p r e s e n c e  in  th e  movement by C a t h o l i c s ,  Jew s ,

Mormons, and e v en  a t h e i s t s .  G ra n ted , B e l l a h  s a y s ,  "For a l l  t h e  o v e r t

r e l i g i o u s i t y  o f  th e  r a d i c a l  r i g h t  to d a y  [ s u c h  as  th e  John B ir c h  S o c i -

271e t y ] , t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  c i v i l  r e l i g i o u s  c o n s e n su s  i s  t e n u o u s ."

But t h a t  was th e  r a d i c a l  r i g h t  o f  th e  1950s  and 1960s  r a t h e r  th an  th e  

New R ig h t  o f  th e  l a t e  1970s  and 1 9 8 0 s . I t  was b e f o r e  th e  m a r r ia g e  o f  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t  and th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  we c a l l  th e  New R i g h t .

What B e l l a h  d id  n o t  f o r e s e e  i s  c i v i l  r e l i g i o n  b e in g  ta k e n  o v e r  by  v e r y  

s e c t a r i a n  F u n d a m e n ta l i s t  C h r i s t i a n s  w i t h  t h e i r  commitment to  th e  com

mandment t o  e v a n g e l i z e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t o  p r e a c h  th e  g o s p e l  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .

What I  have argu ed  a b o v e ,  under " c o n s t r a i n t s "  i n  C hapter 1 ,  

i s  t h a t  F u n d am en ta lism  was th e  pr im ary  m o t iv a t io n  p u l l i n g  F a l w e l l  i n t o  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  e q u a l  to  th e  g l a r i n g  e x i g e n c i e s  and th e  grow in g  

a u d ie n c e s  . W ith in  F u n d am en ta lism , w hat d ro v e  and drew him r h e t o r i 

c a l l y  i n t o  th e  s i t u a t i o n  was i t s  d o c t r i n e  o f  e v a n g e l i s m .  H art has  

o b s e r v e d  t h a t  " t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  t h e  r h e t o r i c  o f  th e  A m erican c i v i l  

r e l i g i o n  has become . . . g e n e r i c a l l y  c a l c i f i e d .  That i s ,  i t  r e sp o n d s  

more s u r e l y  [ b u t  n o t  s o l e l y ]  t o  i t s  own 'a n t e c e d e n t  r h e t o r i c a l  fo rm s'

than  i t  d o e s  t o  th e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  t o  w hich  i t  r e -  

272sponds d a i l y . "

In  th e  c a s e  o f  F a l w e l l  and th e  F u n d a m e n ta l i s t  movers o f  th e  

M oral M a j o r i t y ,  th e  " a n te c e d e n t  r h e t o r i c a l  forms" a r e  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  

e v a n g e l i s m  and i t s  in s e p a r a b le  p a r t n e r ,  e v a n g e l i s t i c  p r e a c h in g ,  th e  

main m o t iv e  f o r c e s  in  F u n d am en ta lism . Though th e y  may f e e l  no s t r o n g e r  

or l e s s e r  a c o m p u ls io n  th a n  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  t o  pu t God i n  g o v e r n 
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m ent, t h e  M oral M a j o r i t y  has th e  means o f  mass m edia  and mass m a i l  by

w hich  th e y  may be  more s u c c e s s f u l  in  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e i r  s t r o n g l y  f e l t

" o b l i g a t i o n ,  b o th  c o l l e c t i v e  and i n d i v i d u a l ,  t o  c a r r y  o u t  God's w i l l  

273on e a r t h ; "  In  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e r e  i s  a p r o p e l l i n g  power p o s s i b l e

in  t h e i r  e v a n g e l i s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  now t h a t  d id  n o t  e x i s t  b e f o r e  

b e c a u s e  o f  mass m ed ia .

I t  s h o u ld  be n o te d  t h a t  th e  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  by th e  r e l i g i o u s  

R ig h t ,  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d o c t r i n e  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  ch urch  and s t a t e ,  

w it h  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  an  un im agined  c i v i l  r e l i g i o n ,  d ro v e  a wedge  

b etw een  th e  F u n d a m e n ta l i s t s  and o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i v e  C h r i s t i a n s  though  

t h e r e  was e i t h e r  sym pathy o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  them on many o f  t h e  m oral  

i s s u e s  th e y  r a i s e d .

The a n t i p a t h y  o f  many S o u th e rn  B a p t i s t s  i s  an ex a m p le .  Though 

th e r e  h ave  b een  n o t a b l e  S o u th e rn  B a p t i s t s  who h a v e  s u p p o r te d  F a l w e l l  

and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  M oral M a j o r i t y  and o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  

R ig h t  su c h  as  e v a n g e l i s t  James R o b is o n ,  C h a r le s  S t a n l e y ,  p a s t o r  o f  th e  

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church o f  A t l a n t a ,  and A d r ian  R o g e r s ,  p a s t o r  o f  B e l l e v u e  

B a p t i s t  Church i n  Memphis and form er p r e s i d e n t  o f  the  S o u th e rn  B a p t i s t  

C o n v e n t io n ,  and though m ost o f  th e  1 5 ,0 0 0  who a t t e n d e d  th e  N a t io n a l  

A f f a i r s  B r i e f i n g  i n  D a l la s  w ere  p r o b a b ly  S o u th e r n  B a p t i s t s ,  how much 

a c t u a l  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  th e y  have  g e n e r a te d  i n  and by l o c a l  ch u rch es  

i s  s u s p e c t .  There i s  no d o u b t  t h a t  many S o u th e rn  B a p t i s t s  a g r e e  or  

a r e  i n  sym pathy w i t h  M oral M a jo r i ty  c a u s e s ,  b u t  w h e th e r  th e y  have  

become p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  w i t h  o r  b e c a u se  o f  M oral M a j o r i t y  i s  d o u b t

f u l  .
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I  p rea ch ed  i n  o v er  one hundred S o u th e rn  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s  in  

Oklahoma, T e x a s ,  and C a l i f o r n i a  d u r in g  1979 and 1 9 8 0 ,  c a r r i e d  on 

c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w ith  th ou san d s o f  S o u th e rn  B a p t i s t  p a s t o r s  and l a y  l e a d 

e r s ,  and n e v e r  on ce  h eard  one comment from them a b o u t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v 

i t y  by c h u r c h e s  and C h r i s t i a n s  e x c e p t  q u e s t i o n s  and c u r i o s i t y  a b o u t  i t .  

A l s o ,  o f  th e  a p p r o x im a te ly  t h r e e  hundred p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s  who a r e  

p a s t o r s ,  none t o  my know ledge has p e r s o n a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  o r g a n iz e d  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  k in d  prom oted by M oral M a j o r i t y  n o r  has  

any o f  them l e d  h i s  church  t o  en gage  i n  su ch  a c t i o n .

A s t u d y  by Guth s u b s t a n t i a t e s  my o b s e r v a t i o n s .  He s u r v e y e d  

453  S o u th e rn  B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r s  i n  November o f  1980 c o n c e r n in g  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  M oral M a j o r i t y .  Only 3 . 3  p e r c e n t  w ere  

a c t u a l l y  members b u t  a n o th e r  4 2 . 5  p e r c e n t  w ere " s y m p a th iz e r s ,"  4 6 . 6  

w ere " o p p o n e n ts ,"  and 4 . 4  p e r c e n t  had n o t  h ea rd  o f  them . Guth q u a l i 

f i e d  h i s  f i n d i n g s  by  s a y in g  t h a t  many o f  t h e i r  s u p p o r te r s  " e x p r e s s e d

r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  th e  t a c t i c s ,  p o l i t i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  o r  p r i o r i t i e s

274o f  M oral M a j o r i t y ."  The p r e v a i l i n g  mood among S o u th e rn  B a p t i s t s

c o u ld  p r o b a b ly  b e s t  be d e s c r ib e d  a s  d e t a c h e d ,  a s  more c o o l  and c r i t i c a l

than c o m f o r t a b le  o r  e n t h u s i a s t i c .

A t y p i c a l  S o u th e rn  B a p t i s t  r e a c t i o n  to  t h e  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  th e

s e p a r a t i o n  o f  ch u rch  and s t a t e  b y  M oral M a jo r i ty  was t h a t  o f  p rom in en t

p a s t o r ,  W il l ia m  L . S e l f :  "The c l e a r  l e s s o n  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  t h a t  when

ch u rch  and s t a t e  go  t o  bed t o g e t h e r ,  th e y  do n o t  make l o v e .  . . . The

275l e s s o n  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  t h a t  one a lw a y s  ra p es  th e  o t h e r . "  G lenn Hinson.

B a p t i s t  h i s t o r i a n ,  o f f e r s  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  " a l l  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  a l i e n  to  

our t r a d i t i o n s .  . . . Our B a p t i s t  f o r b e a r e r s  c e r t a i n l y  d id  n o t  h o ld
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276t h e s e  v ie w s  [ o f  church  and s ta te ] ]  . . . B i l l  E ld e r ,  o f  th e  S ou th -
i

ern  B a p t i s t  C h r i s t i a n  L i f e  C om m ission , s a i d ,

We a r e  p r e c lu d e d  by th e  f i r s t  amendment t o  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n - -  
a b s o l u t e l y  r e s t r i c t e d - - f r o m  u s in g  th e  s t a t e  t o  p r o p a g a te  our  
f a i t h .  And t h a t ' s  w hat w e 'v e  g o t  h e r e .  There a r e  a  good many 
p e o p le  who s e e  governm ent a s  a good way to  make t h i s  n a t i o n  
C h r i s t i a n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  k in d  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  th e y  b u y .
And t h a t ' s  more th an  i n f r i n g i n g  on s e p a r a t i o n  o f  chu rch  and 
s t a t e ,  t h a t ' s  u s in g  th e  s t a t e  to  p r o p a g a te  o n e ' s  f a i t h . 277

In  an e d i t o r i a l ,  th e  Ohio B a p t i s t  M essen ger  a sk ed  some p e r t i 

n e n t  q u e s t i o n s :

W i l l  a C h r i s t i a n  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  be formed t o  run c a n d i d a t e s ,
or  g e t  o u t  th e  v o t e  on c e r t a i n  i s s u e s ?  I f  s o ,  t h e  ch urch  runs
th e  h azard  o f  b e in g  a p o l i t i c a l  u n i t .  T h is  i s  w hat o v e r  th e
a g e s  h as  b een  th e  c h i e f  c o m p la in t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Roman c h u r c h ,
t h a t  i t  i s  a p o l i t i c a l  b e in g  a s  much a s  a s p i r i t u a l  o n e .  W i l l
E v a n g e l i c a l s  now u s e  t a c t i c s  th e y  s o  lo n g  c r i t i c i z e d  C a t h o l i c s  
f o r ?278

The r e a c t i o n  o f  S o u th ern  B a p t i s t s  i s  im p o r ta n t  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  

th e  l a r g e s t  P r o t e s t a n t  d e n o m in a t io n  and by f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

C h r i s t i a n  g r o u p .  W ith  t h e i r  broad s u p p o r t ,  th e  M oral M a j o r i t y  movement 

has a b e t t e r  ch an ce  o f  b e i n g  much s t r o n g e r  and l a s t i n g  much l o n g e r .  

W ithout t h e i r  s u p p o r t ,  i f  may be s h o r t - l i v e d  o r  a t  th e  l e a s t  s i c k l y .
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Chapter 4

MEANS OF PERSUASION

W in ston  C h u r c h i l l  o n ce  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  "when A m erican m i l i t a r y  

men app roach  some s e r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n  th e y  a r e  w ont t o  w r i t e  a t  th e  head  

o f  t h e i r  d i r e c t i v e  th e  w o r d s ,  'O v e r a l l  S t r a t e g i c  C o n c e p t . '" ^  T h is  

c h a p te r  w i l l  d i s c u s s  th e  two main means F a l w e l l  em ployed i n  h i s  f i g h t  

f o r  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y  a s  th e  spokesman f o r  Moral M a j o r i t y - - p o l i t i c a l  

p r e a c h in g  and mass m a r k e t in g - - a s  w e l l  a s  th e  s t r a t e g i c  c o n c e p t s  u n d er

l y i n g  ea ch  o f  t h e  means and th e  s p e c i f i c  r h e t o r i c a l  m ethods w h ich  

i s s u e d  from  th o s e  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  g e t  h i s  m essage  o u t  t o  d e s i r e d  a u d i 

e n c e s  and t o  p ersu a d e  them t o  su p p o r t  him and h i s  m oral c a u s e s . The 

prim ary  f o c u s  o f  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  b o th  p e r s u a s i v e  means w i l l  be t h e i r  

u se  a t  th e  " I  Love A m erica" r a l l i e s  .

I  w i l l  f i r s t  exam ine F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  a s  a p e r s u a 

s i v e  m eans, the  s t r a t e g i c  c o n c e p t  o f  n e g a t i v i s m  u n d e r ly in g  i t ,  th e  

s o u r c e s  o f  t h a t  n e g a t i v i s m ,  and s p e c i f i c  r h e t o r i c a l  m ethods grow ing  

o u t  o f  th e  n e g a t i v i s m .  S econ d , I  w i l l  c o n s id e r  mass m a rk e t in g  a s  a 

p e r s u a s i v e  means F a l w e l l  em ployed t o  en hance h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  

th e  s t r a t e g i c  c o n c e p t  o f  u s i n g  m a r k e t in g  to  " s e l l "  F a l w e l l  a s  a c r e d i b le  

and c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r ,  and s p e c i f i c  r h e t o r i c a l  t e c h n iq u e s  to  accom 

p l i s h  t h o s e  e n d s .
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P o l i t i c a l  P r e a c h in g

The s t r a t e g i c  c o n c e p t  u n d e r ly in g  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,

I  w i l l  a r g u e ,  i s  n e g a t i v i s m ,  th e  n e g a t i v e  a p p r o a c h ,  t h a t  i s ,  an a p 

p roach  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by d en o u n c in g  p o s i t i o n s  on m oral i s s u e s  c o n t r a r y  

t o  h i s  own, by a c c u s i n g  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  and grou ps who d i s a g r e e  w i t h  him  

o f  b e in g  im m oral,  and by a t t e m p t in g  t o  i n t i m i d a t e  t h o s e  s u p p o s e d ly  im

m oral p e r s o n s  and group s i n t o  c a p i t u l a t i n g  t o  h i s  v i e w s . N i l s e n  

e x p l a i n s  t h a t  th e  cam paign p h i lo s o p h y  o f  l e a d i n g  a f i g h t  a g a i n s t  some

t h i n g ,  w h ich  F a l w e l l  i s  d o in g ,

. . . l e a d s  a l s o  t o  a p r im a r i ly  ' n e g a t i v e  a p p e a l '  i n  p o l i t i c s .
The i n d i f f e r e n t  v o t e r  i s  moved by b e in g  c o n fr o n te d  w i t h  an im
m in en t e v i l ,  so m e th in g  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h in g s  a s  th e y  a r e  [ o r  have  
b e e n ? ] ,  a g a i n s t  w h ich  he h i m s e l f  must f i g h t .  A p p a r e n t ly  i t  i s  
e a s i e r  to  a r o u s e  p e o p le  to  be a g a i n s t  so m e th in g  th an  t o  be f o r  
s o m e th in g .^

I n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  more f u l l y  th e  n e g a t i v e  a p p e a ls  u n d er

l y i n g  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  and t h e  s p e c i f i c  r h e t o r i c a l  a p p e a ls  

grow ing  o u t  o f  t h o s e  a p p e a l s ,  i t  w i l l  be h e l p f u l  t o  d e te r m in e  th e  

s o u r c e s  o f  su ch  n e g a t i v i s m .  To d e te r m in e  t h o s e  s o u r c e s ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  

w i l l  f i r s t  exam ine F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  in  l i g h t  o f  th e  j e r e 

m iad . S econ d , i t  w i l l  exam ine h i s  r h e t o r i c  f o r  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  p a r a 

n o id  s t y l e .  Then a n o th e r  p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e  o f  h i s  n e g a t i v e  approach  w i l l  

be in t r o d u c e d ,  w h ic h ,  I  w i l l  a r g u e ,  a c c o u n t s  f o r  a s p e c t s  and f o r  a la r g e  

p a r t  o f  h i s  n e g a t i v e  ap proach  n o t  o t h e r w is e  a c c o u n te d  f o r .  F i n a l l y ,  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  a n a ly z e  th o s e  s p e c i f i c  r h e t o r i c a l  methods t h a t  grow  

n a t u r a l l y  and n e c e s s a r i l y  out o f  h i s  n e g a t i v e  a p p e a l s .

The T r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  J e r e m ia d . M i l l e r  and B e r c o v i t c h  have  

i d e n t i f i e d  p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  e le m e n ts  i n  t h e  j e r e m ia d .  D i s t i n -
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g u i s h i n g  b e tw een  t h e  European and A m erican j e r e m i a d s ,  B e r c o v i t c h  

d e s c r ib e d  the  European je r e m ia d  a s  "a lam en t o v e r  th e  ways o f  th e  

w orld

I t  d e c r i e d  th e  s i n s  o f  ' t h e  p e o p l e ' - - a  community, a n a t i o n ,  a 
c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  mankind i n  g e n e r a l - - a n d  warned o f  God's w ra th  t o  
f o l l o w .  G e n e r a t io n  a f t e r  g e n e r a t i o n ,  from t h e  m e d ie v a l  era  
th ro u g h  th e  R e n a is s a n c e ,  C a t h o l i c  and th e n  P r o t e s t a n t  a u d ie n c e s  
h eard  th e  f a m i l i a r  r e f r a i n .  The Lord r e q u ir e d  them t o  w a lk  in  
r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  n o t  t o  g l o r y  i n  th e  s e l f ;  t o  f o l l o w  H is  command
m en ts ,  n o t  t h e  t e m p t a t io n s  o f  th e  f l e s h .  So i t  had been  in  
Eden, when Adam f e l l .  So i t  had b een  in  J e r e m ia h 's  t im e ,  when 
th e  m ost e lo q u e n t  o f  Old T es ta m en t  p r o p h e ts  r a l l i e d  a g a i n s t  th e  
s t i f f - n e c k e d  H ebrews. So i n  C h r i s t ' s  t im e ,  when he denounced  a 
g e n e r a t i o n  o f  v i p e r s ,  and in  th e  a g e  o f  th e  a p o s t l e s  and a t  th e  
f a l l  o f  Rome. A l l  o f  h i s t o r y  p roved  i t :  hum anity  was n a t u r a l l y
d e p r a v e d .  I t  was t h e  judgm ent o f  God a f t e r  t h e  f l o o d ,  a t  th e  
v e r y  moment when He d e c id e d  n o t  t o  d e s t r o y  mankind a f t e r  a l l ,  
t h a t  ' t h e  im a g in a t io n  o f  man's h e a r t  _is. e v i l ,  e v e n  from  h i s  
y o u th '  (G e n e s is  8 : 2 1 ) .  The p r e a c h e r s  u sed  su ch  t e x t s  in  t h e i r  
j e r e m ia d s  a s  m ora l l e s s o n s ,  b u t  th e  t e x t s  th e m s e lv e s  h e ld  out  
l i t t l e  h o p e ,  i f  a n y .  As Hannah More p u t  i t  i n  1 7 8 0 ,  i t  was 
a lw a y s  ' t h e  f a s h i o n  t o  make th e  m ost la m e n ta b le  J erem ia d es  
on th e  b a d n ess  o f  t i m e s , '  b e c a u s e  th e  t im e s  w ere a lw ays  b a d .
Even a s  th e  p r e a c h e r  e x h o r te d  th e y  knew enough a b o u t  t h e i r  
l i s t e n e r s  n o t  t o  e x p e c t  much from  them . Now a g a i n ,  a s  i n  
J e r e m ia h 's  d a y ,  th e  mass o f  mankind w ould  s tu m b le  and s l i d e .
Now a s  a l w a y s ,  many w ere  c a l l e d  b u t  few  ch o se n ;  and f o r  th e  
many, who w i l f u l l y  s t r a y e d  from  God ( th o u g h  He begged  them  
th rough  His p r o p h e ts  t o  r e t u r n ) , t h e r e  w ould  be w a i l i n g  and 
g n a s h in g  o f  t e e t h .  'God w r i t e s  h i s  s e v e r e  t r u t h s  w i t h  t h e  
b lo o d  o f  h i s  d i s o b e d i e n t  s u b j e c t s . * ^

B e r c o v i t c h  a r g u e s  th a t  th e  j e r e m ia d  was a "mode o f  d e n u n c i a t i o n ,  

im p orted  t o  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n  1630  from  t h e  Old World.""* I n s o f a r  a s  th e  

P u r i t a n  c l e r g y  w ere  c a s t i g a t i n g  t h e  e v i l s  o f  th e  t im e ,  he s a y s ,  " th e y  

w ere  draw ing  d i r e c t l y  upon th e  serm ons o f  f i f t e e n t h - a n d - s i x t e e n t h -  

c e n tu r y  E n g la n d , w h ich  in  tu r n  d e r i v e d  from  th e  m e d ie v a l  p u l p i t . "

The j e r e m ia d ,  t h a t  " o r i g i n a t e d  i n  th e  European p u l p i t ,  was tr a n s fo r m e d  

i n  b o th  form  and c o n t e n t  by  t h e  New E ngland P u r i t a n s ,  p e r s i s t e d  th rou gh  

t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  and [ h a s ]  h e lp e d  s u s t a i n  a n a t i o n a l  dream
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th rou gh  two hundred y e a r s  o f  tu r b u le n c e  and c h a n g e .” The Am erican  

P u r i t a n s ,  "from  th e  s t a r t  sounded a d i f f e r e n t  n o t e  . . . th e y  r e v i s e d  

th e  m essage  o f  th e  [E u rop ean ] je r e m ia d  . . . th e y  r e c o r d e d  i n s t a n c e s
g

o f  God's m e r c ie s  toward them ." They " in v a r ia b ly  jo in e d "  c e l e b r a t i o n
9

t o  th e  lam en t " in  r e a f f i r m i n g  A m e r ic a 's  m i s s i o n ."

Whereas M i l l e r ,  i n  h i s  w o r k s ,  " s t r e s s e d  th e  d ark  s i d e  o f  th e  

10je r e m ia d ,"  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  European je r e m ia d ,  B e r c o v i t c h  

a r g u e s  t h a t  th e  " p e r v a s iv e  theme" o f  th e  A m erican je r e m ia d  was n o t  

d e m u n c ia t io n  b u t  " a f f i r m a t i o n  and e x u l t a t i o n , "  t h a t  " i t s  d i s t i n c t i v e -

n e s s  . . . l i e s  n o t  in  i t s  co m p la in t"  b u t  i n  i t s  " u n sh a k e a b le  o p t i -

„11mlsm."

B e r c o v i t c h  d o es  n o t  deny M i l l e r ' s  argum ent t h a t  th e  A m erican

je r e m ia d  i s  "a lam en t o v e r  th e  ways o f  th e  w o r ld ,"  b u t  h e  a r g u e s  t h a t ,

when lam en t i s  i t s  p redom inan t q u a l i t y ,  i t  i s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  European

12je r e m ia d  and n o t  t y p i c a l  o f  th e  j e r e m ia d  in  A m er ica .  The European  

je r e m ia d  i s  more p e s s i m i s t i c  th a n  o p t i m i s t i c .  On th e  o t h e r  hand, th e  

Am erican je r e m ia d  i s  a t  l e a s t  a s  o p t i m i s t i c  a s  i t  i s  p e s s i m i s t i c .

F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  i f  we a c c e p t  B e r c o v i t c h ' s  a r g u 

m e n ts ,  f o l l o w s  t h e  European je r e m ia d  in  t h a t  i t  la m en ts  th e  ways o f  th e  

w o r ld ,  b u t  i t  d i f f e r s  from t h e  A m erican  je r e m ia d  i n  t h a t  i t  c o n t a in s  

v e r y  l i t t l e  a f f i r m a t i o n ,  e x u l t a t i o n ,  o r  o p t im ism . I t  i s  m o s t ly  d e n u n c i

a t i o n  w i t h  l i t t l e  a n n u n c i a t io n .  A m idst th e  p e r v a s iv e  p e s s im is m  o f  h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  F a l w e l l  u s u a l l y  o f f e r s  p r o t e s t a t i o n s  t h a t  he  i s  

o p t i m i s t i c .  Such p r o t e s t a t i o n s ,  h o w e v er ,  seem t o  be i n c i d e n t a l  or  p o s t 

s c r i p t s  and a r e  n o t  v e r y  p e r s u a s i v e .
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An exam ple o f  F a l w e l l ' s  o p t im ism  i s  th e  F l o r id a  r a l l y  i n  w h ich

t h e r e  a r e  o n ly  t h r e e  o f f e r i n g s  o f  o p t im is m . About a t h i r d  o f  th e  way

i n t o  th e  r a l l y ,  F a l w e l l  s a i d :

We f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  to d a y ,  i n  th e  1 9 8 0 ' s ,  f a c i n g  a t im e ,  maybe, 
th e  m i l i t a r y  e x p e r t s  s a y  1983 or s o ,  when we may f i n d  o u r 
s e l v e s  i n  an  u n te n a b le  p o s i t i o n ,  f o r c e d  t o  c a p i t u l a t e .  I  ^  
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  g o in g  t o  h a p p e n .  I 'm  v e r y  o p t i m i s t i c .

Then, a b o u t  t w o - t h i r d s  th rou gh  t h e  r a l l y ,  F a l w e l l  a s k s ,  " Is

th e r e  any  hope f o r  Am erica?" And h e  a n s w e r s ,  "I  want t o  v e r y  q u i c k l y

s a y  . . . t h a t  I  am o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t  A m er ica .  I  am n o t  one who comes

t o  d ia g n o s e  t h e  problem  and p r o c la im  doom w i t h o u t ,  a t  th e  same t im e ,

14p r o c la im in g  t h e r e  i s  an a n sw e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a way o u t .  . . ." Then a t

th e  v e r y  e n d ,  he q u o te s  S e n a to r  J e s s e  Helms a s  s a y in g  t h a t ,  " I f  A m erica

d o e s n ' t  have  a m oral tu r n -a r o u n d ,  a s p i r i t u a l  a w a k en in g , sh e  d o e s n ' t

have  a r i g h t  to  s u r v i v e . "  F a l w e l l  resp o n d ed  t h a t  " so m eth in g  good i s

15a b o u t  t o  happen i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  I  s e n s e  i t  e v e r y w h e r e ."  But t h o s e

w ere  th e  o n ly  a n n u n c ia t io n s  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  a t  t h e  F l o r i d a

r a l l y .  He d id  p r o c la im  t h a t  th e  ch u rch  w ould  come th rou gh  tr iu m p h an t

no m a t te r  what happened and t h a t  A m erica was im p o rta n t  t o  God b u t  o n ly

i f  A m ericans behaved  m o r a l ly  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  F u n d a m e n t a l i s t s '  p r e -  

X 6s c r i p t i o n .  But t h i s  i s  h a r d ly  o p tim ism  i n  th e  t r u e  s e n s e .  There i s

d e m o n str a b ly  more o p t im ism  in  th e  F l o r i d a  r a l l y  th an  m ost o f  th e  o t h e r

17 18r a l l i e s .  In  th e  W ash in g ton , D .C . ,  and Iowa r a l l i e s ,  f o r  ex a m p le ,  

t h e r e ' s  h a r d ly  a l i n e  o f  t r u e  a f f i r m a t i o n .

One r e a s o n  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  may n o t  c o n t a i n  th e  

a n n u n c ia t io n  B e r c o v i t c h  saw i n  A m erican  je r e m ia d  i s  th e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  

F u ndam enta lism  w h ic h  B e r c o v i t c h  d o es  n o t  c o n s i d e r ,  b e c a u s e  h i s  s tu d y
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c o v e r s  o n ly  th e  p e r io d  up t o  th e  C i v i l  War. F u n d a m en ta lism , a s  an 

i d e n t i f i a b l e  s e c t ,  emerged a f t e r  th e  C i v i l  War and may be  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

a s  e x tr e m e ly  p e s s i m i s t i c  i n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  em phasis  on s a l v a t i o n  from  s i n  

by  f a i t h  in  th e  a t o n i n g  o f  th e  d e a th  o f  C h r i s t .  The r e a s o n  f o r  i t s  

in n a t e  p e s s im is m  i s  t h a t  a dom inant d o c t r i n e  o f  F u n d am en ta lism , a lo n g  

w it h  th e  d i v i n i t y  o f  C h r i s t  and th e  in e r r a n c y  o f  th e  B i b l e ,  i s  i t s  p r e -  

m i l l e n i a l  d o c t r i n e  o f  e s c h a t o l o g y ,  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  w hich  i s  t h a t  th e  

m oral c o n d i t i o n s  o f  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  become w o rse  and w o r se  u n t i l  C h r i s t  

r e t u r n s  to  b r in g  th e  w o r ld  t o  an e n d .  Such a v i e w ,  w h i l e  i t  i s  u l t i 

m a t e ly  o p t i m i s t i c ,  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  p e s s i m i s t i c .  A t r a d i t i o n a l  Fundamen

t a l i s t  p r e a c h e r ,  su ch  a s  F a l w e l l ,  w ould  l i k e l y  ta k e  su ch  a p r e c o n c e iv e d  

p e s s im ism  n o t  o n ly  i n t o  th e  ch u rch  p u l p i t  b u t  a l s o  i n t o  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

p u l p i t .

By com paring F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  t o  th e  j e r e m ia d  a s  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by B e r c o v i t c h ,  we can s e e  t h a t  a prim ary  ap proach  o f  

F a l w e l l  was d e n u n c i a t i o n ,  m o s t ly  p e s s i m i s t i c ,  w i t h  v e r y  l i t t l e  o p t i 

mism. He denounced  t h o s e  p o s i t i o n s  on m ora l i s s u e s  w i t h  w h ich  he d i s 

a g r e e d  .

The P a ra n o id  S t y l e . B eca u se  o f  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  H o f s t a d t e r ' s  

c o n c e p t  o f  th e  p a ra n o id  s t y l e  in  th e  r h e t o r i c  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  i t  w i l l  

a l s o  be f r u i t f u l  t o  c o n s i d e r  w h e th e r  t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  p a r a n o ia  in  

F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h i n g .

H o f s t a d t e r  a d m its  th e  term , " parano id  s t y l e , "  i s  meant t o  be  

" p e r j o r a t iv e "  and t h a t  " th e  s t y l e  has t o  do w i t h  th e  way i n  w hich  id e a s  

a r e  b e l i e v e d  and a d v o c a te d  r a t h e r  th a n  w i t h  th e  t r u t h  or f a l s i t y  o f  t h e

193



www.manaraa.com

19c o n t e n t ."  The f o c u s  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  th e  way F a l w e l l  a d v o c a te d  th e  

i s s u e s  he a d d r e s s e d ;  t h a t  i s ,  d id  he em ploy r h e t o r i c  t h a t  may have  

grown o u t  o f  f e e l i n g s  o f  p a ra n o ia ?

In  th e  p a ra n o id  s t y l e ,  H o f s t a d t e r  s a y s ,  " th e  f e e l i n g  o f  p e r 

s e c u t i o n  i s  c e n t r a l  . . . [ i s ]  s y s t e m a t i z e d  i n  g r a n d io s e  t h e o r i e s  o f  

20c o n s p ir a c y ."  H o f s t a d t e r  d e s c r i b e s  " th e  c e n t r a l  p r e c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e

p a ra n o id  s t y l e  [ a s ]  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a v a s t ,  i n s i d i o u s ,  p r e t e r n a t u r a l l y

e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  n etw ork  d e s ig n e d  t o  p e r p e t u a t e

21a c t s  o f  th e  m ost f i e n d i s h  c h a r a c t e r ."  The q u e s t i o n  i s  w h e th e r  t h e r e

i s  su c h  a c o n s p ir a c y  in  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g .

C o n s id e r  th e  South  C a r o l in a  r a l l y ,  f o r  e x a m p le .  He im p l i e s

t h a t  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  Supreme C ourt and M a d e l in e  O 'H are , i n  th e  s c h o o l

p r a y e r  d e c i s i o n  o f  1 9 6 2 ,  c o n s p ir e d  t o  e x p e l  "A lm igh ty  God from th e  

22p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ." He s e e s  th e  governm ent c o n s p i r i n g  a g a i n s t  th e  t r a 

d i t i o n a l  monogamous f a m i l y  by " p e r v e r s e  movements l i k e  th e  W hite House 

C o n fe r e n c e  on F a m i l i e s  . . . t o  do away w i t h  th e  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  th e  

r e p u b l i c . "  And F a l w e l l  a d d ed ,  " th e  governm ent had become th e  a r c h  

enemy o f  th e  f a m i l y .  . . . What a tr a g e d y  t h a t  th e  p e o p le  h ave  to

. . . f i g h t  th e  governm ent who i s  su p p o sed  to  be our f r i e n d  and r e p r e -  

23s e n t  u s ."  F a l w e l l  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  E qual R ig h t s  Amendment, t h e

"ERA m e n t a l i t y "  h e  c a l l s  i t ,  was a c o n s p ir a c y  a g a i n s t  women t h a t  would

r e s u l t  i n  t h e i r  b e i n g  " d r a f t e d  . . . i n t o  th e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  and u l t i -

24m a te ly  i n t o  com b at."  He b e l i e v e s  " th e  Jane F o n d a 's  and th e  D ick

G r e g o r y 's  and th e  B enjam in S p o c k 's  and a h o s t  o f  o t h e r  a n t i - A m e r ic a n ,

a n t i -g o v e r n m e n t  p e o p le  d e c r y in g  t h i s  n a t io n "  a r e  engaged  i n  a con -  

25s p i r a c y .  He s e e s  th e  " le a d e r s h ip  i n  th e  W hite  House and i n  th e

194



www.manaraa.com

C o n g r e s s ,  i n  our s t a t e  h o u s e s ,  men and women who a r e  . . . a f r a i d  t o

s ta n d  up f o r  w hat i s  r i g h t  and s ta n d  up a g a i n s t  what i s  wrong" as  a

k in d  o f  c o n s p ir a c y  o f  ig n o r a n c e ,  i n a c t i o n ,  and i n e p t i t u d e  t h a t  i n v i t e s

o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  l i k e  Ir a n  under K h om ein i,  t o  em barrass th e  U n ite d  

26S t a t e s .  Such l e a d e r s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  F a l w e l l ,  a r e  c o n s p i r i n g ,  c o n 

s c i o u s l y  o r  u n c o n s c i o u s l y ,  w i t h  Communism when th e y  a l l o w  th e  S o v i e t

U nion  t o  in v a d e  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  o ccu p y  Cuba, and d is a r m  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s

27i n  t h e  SALT a g r e e m e n ts .  F a l w e l l  i m p l i e s  t h a t  L i b e r a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

th e  a b o r t i o n i s t s ,  h o m o se x u a ls ,  and p o r n o g r a p h e r s , a r e  c o n s p i r i n g  t o  

k eep  C h r i s t i a n s  ou t o f  p o l i t i c s .  He s a y s  t h a t  " M adeline O'Hare and 

a l l  th e  G o d -h a te r s  i n  A m erica s ta n d  t o g e t h e r ,  and th e  L i b e r a l s  . . .

28[ a r e ]  c u s s i n g  us [who] a r e  i n  t h e  m ed ia ,"  i . e . ,  t e l e v i s i o n  p r e a c h e r s .

Here t h e r e  i s  a f e e l i n g  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n .  He s a y s  t h e i r  prob lem  i s  t h a t :

we r a i s e d  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  . . . [ b u t ]  nobody t a l k s  a b o u t  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  Hugh H efn er  and L arry  F l i n t  and t h e  o t h e r  smut p e d d le r s  
r a i s e d  $4 b i l l i o n  l a s t  y e a r  . . . nobody t a l k s  a b o u t  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  a m i l l i o n  and a h a l f  b a b ie s  w ere murdered l a s t  y e a r  i n  a b o r 
t i o n  c l i n i c s  . . . [w h ic h ]  produced  $2 b i l l i o n  l a s t  y e a r  . . .
why d o n ' t  [ p e o p l e ]  g e t  u p s e t  a b o u t  th a t? ^ 9

"And," he s a y s ,  " th e  L i b e r a l s  and th e  S o c i a l i s t s  and th e  ' p i n k i e s '

30. . . [h a v e ]  ta k en  away [ o u r ]  human r i g h t s  and freedom s" ; i n  o t h e r

w o r d s ,  th e y  a r e  c o n s p i r i n g  w i t h  ea ch  o t h e r .

A noth er  exam ple o f  F a l w e l l ' s  f e e l i n g s  o f  p e r s e c u t i o n  i s  t h i s

rem ark, "Oh, w e 'r e  b e i n g  b e a t e n  and b a t t e r e d .  E v ery t im e  I 'm  on a t a l k

show . . . e v e r y  t a l k  show I  g e t  o n ,  u s u a l l y  i t ' s  me, and i f  I  can  g e t

31two or  t h r e e  i n s i d e ,  t h a t ' s  our crow d. E verybody e l s e  i s  h o s t i l e . "

And F a l w e l l  a c c u s e d  th e  e x e c u t i v e s  o f  th e  m ajor t e l e v i s i o n  n e t 

works o f  making "a v i c i o u s  d e c i s i o n , "  im p ly in g  th e y  c o n s p ir e d  t o  " l e t
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a n y t h in g  go in  prime t im e ,  i n  th e  soap  o p e r a s ."  He a l s o  im p l ie d  t h a t

C ongress  was c o n s p i r i n g  w i t h  h om osexu a ls  t o  p a s s  a gay r i g h t s  b i l l  t h a t

33w ould  make th e  h o m o sex u a ls  a l e g a l  m i n o r i t y .

The q u e s t i o n  i n  a p p ly in g  H o f s t a d t e r ' s  c o n c e p t  t o  F a l w e l l  i s  

a l s o  w h e th e r  th e  c o n s p ir a c y  i n f e r r e d  from  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  as  

d e s c r ib e d  a b o v e ,  c o n s t i t u t e s  "a v a s t ,  i n s i d i o u s ,  p r e t e r n a t u r a l l y  e f f e c 

t i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  netw ork  d e s ig n e d  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  a c t s

34o f  th e  m ost f i e n d i s h  c h a r a c t e r ."

The answ er i s  y e s .  F a l w e l l  d id  s e e  su c h  a c o n s p i r a c y .  W hereas,

f o r  S e n a to r  J o sep h  McCarthy and R o b e r t  W elch o f  th e  John B ir c h  S o c i e t y

w hose r h e t o r i c  gave  r i s e  t o  H o f s t a d t e r ' s  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  p a r a n o id  s t y l e ,

th e  v a s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n s p i r a t o r  was communism, f o r  F a l w e l l  i t  i s

an  in te r w o v e n  netw ork  o f  L i b e r a l i s m ,  humanism, and s o c i a l i s m .  F a l w e l l

s a i d  i t  s u c c i n c t l y  a t  th e  New J e r s e y  r a l l y :  "We c a n n o t  a l l o w  im m oral,

a m o r a l ,  v u l g a r ,  p r o fa n e  h u m a n is ts  any lo n g e r  t o  c o n t r o l  th e  d i r e c t i o n

35o f  t h i s  c o u n tr y ."

3 6He a s s e r t s  t h a t  "humanism i s  a t h e i s m ."  F a l w e l l ' s  l i n e  o f  

argum ent i s  t h a t  a l l  th e  " a c t s  o f  th e  m ost f i e n d i s h  c h a r a c t e r ,"  su ch  a s  

a b o r t i o n ,  p orn o g ra p h y , and h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  a r e  th e  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  t h i s  

a t h e i s t i c  " c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  netw ork" o f  L i b e r a l i s m ,  humanism, and s o c i a l 

ism .

We must a l s o  ta k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  th e  b e l i e f  by F u n d a m e n ta l i s t s  

t h a t ,  b eh in d  t h i s  " v a s t  i n s i d i o u s ,  p r e t e r n a t u r a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r n a 

t i o n a l  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  netw ork"  o f  e a r t h y  e v i l ,  i s  "The D e v i l  and S a ta n ,  

who d e c e i v e t h  th e  w o r ld  . . . f o r  th e  d e v i l  i s  come down u n to  y o u ,

h a v in g  g r e a t  w r a th ,  b e c a u s e  he know eth  t h a t  h e  h a th  b u t  a s h o r t  tim e"
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( R e v e la t i o n  1 2 : 9 ,  12 KJV). They b e l i e v e ,  a s  a Fundam ental d o c t r i n e ,  

t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  " w r e s t l e  n o t  a g a i n s t  f l e s h  and b lo o d ,  b u t  a g a i n s t  

p r i n c i p a l i t i e s ,  a g a i n s t  p ow ers ,  a g a i n s t  the  r u l e r  [ i . e . ,  th e  D e v i l ]  

o f  th e  d a r k n e ss  o f  t h i s  w o r ld ,  a g a i n s t  s p i r i t u a l  w ic k e d n e s s  i n  h ig h  

places'.'  (E p h es ia n s  6 :1 2  KJV). To c o n s e r v a t i v e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

F u n d a m e n ta l i s t s  l i k e  F a l w e l l ,  t h e r e  i s  a v a s t  c o n s p ir a c y  b e in g  p e r p e 

t r a t e d  by th e  d e v i l ,  who works th rou gh  p e o p l e ,  su ch  a s  Adam and E ve ,  

and a l s o  through  powers s u c h  a s  L i b e r a l i s m ,  humanism, and s o c i a l i s m .

F a l w e l l ' s  r h e t o r i c a l  a p p ro a ch ,  g iv e n  h i s  p a r a n o ia  a b o u t  co n 

s p i r a c i e s ,  was t o  f i g h t  back  w i t h  a c c u s a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  th e  c o n s p i r a t o r s  

a s  he d id  i n  th e  South  C a r o l in a  r a l l y ,  to  a c c u s e  th e  l i t e r a l s ,  human

i s t s ,  and s o c i a l i s t s  o f  c o n s p i r i n g  a g a i n s t  A m er ica ,  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

f a m i l y ,  unborn b a b i e s ,  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y ,  th e  c h u r c h e s ,  and th e  C h r is 

t i a n  s c h o o l s  .

A R h e t o r ic  o f  C a s t a s t a s i s . H o f s t a d t e r  s u g g e s t s  a n o th e r  a p 

proach  o f  e x t r e m i s t  r h e t o r i c  w hich  he d o e s  not e x p lo r e  b u t  w h ich  may be  

v e r y  p e r t i n e n t  to  t h i s  s t u d y .

The c e n t r a l  image i s  th a t  o f  a v a s t  and s i n i s t e r  c o n s p i r a c y ,  a 
g i g a n t i c  and y e t  s u b t l e  m ach in ery  o f  i n f l u e n c e  s e t  i n  m o t io n  to  
underm ine and d e s t r o y  a way o f  l i f e .  One may o b j e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  
a r e  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  a c t s  in  h i s t o r y ,  and t h e r e  i s  n o t h in g  p a ra n o id  
ab o u t  t a k in g  n o t e  o f  them . T h is  i s  t r u e .  A l l  p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v io r  
r e q u i r e s  s t r a t e g y ,  many s t r a t e g i c  a c t s  depend f o r  t h e i r  e f f e c t  
upon a p e r io d  o f  s e c r e c y ,  and a n y th in g  t h a t  i s  s e c r e t  may b e  d e 
s c r i b e d ,  o f t e n  w i t h  b u t  l i t t l e  e x a g g e r a t i o n ,  a s  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l .
The d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  t h in g  a b o u t  th e  p a r a n o id  s t y l e  i s  n o t  t h a t  i t s  
e x p o n e n ts  s e e  c o n s p i r a c i e s  or p l o t s  h e r e  and t h e r e  in  h i s t o r y ,  
b u t  t h a t  th e y  reg a r d  a ' v a s t '  o r  ' g i g a n t i c 1 c o n s p ir a c y  a s  th e  
m o t iv e  f o r c e  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s . H i s t o r y  i s  a c o n s p i r a c y ,  s e t  
i n  m o tio n  by dem onic f o r c e s  o f  a lm o s t  t r a n s c e n d e n t  pow er, and  
w hat i s  f e l t  t o  be n eed ed  t o  d e f e a t  i t  i s  n o t  th e  u s u a l  m ethods  
o f  p o l i t i c a l  g i v e - a n d - t a k e ,  b u t  an a l l - o u t  c r u s a d e .  The p a r a 
n o id  spokesm en s e e  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h i s  c o n s p ir a c y  i n  a p o c a l y p t i c
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term s . . .  he t r a f f i c s  in  th e  b i r t h  and d e a th  o f  w h o le  w o r ld s , 
w h ole  p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r s , w h ole  sy ste m s  o f  human v a lu e s  .1 He i s  
a lw a y s  m anning th e  b a r r ic a d e s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  He c o n s t a n t ly  
l i v e s  a t  a tu r n in g  p o in t :  i t  i s  now o r  n e v e r  in  o r g a n iz in g
r e s i s t a n c e  to  c o n s p ir a c y .  Time i s  f o r e v e r  j u s t  ru n n in g  o u t .
L ik e  r e l i g i o u s  m i l l e n e r i a n s , h e  e x p r e s s e s  th e  a n x ie t y  o f  th o s e  
who a r e  l i v i n g  th rou gh  th e  l a s t  d ays and he i s  som etim es d i s 
p osed  to  s e t  a d a te  f o r  th e  a p o c a ly p s e .  'Time i s  ru n n in g  o u t , '  
s a id  W elch in  1 9 5 1 . 'E v id e n c e  i s  p i l i n g  up on many s id e s  and  
from  many s o u r c e s  t h a t  O ctob er  1952 i s  th e  f a t a l  month when 
S t a l i n  w i l l  a t t a c k . '  The a p o c a ly p t ic is m  o f  th e  p a ra n o id  s t y l e  
runs d a n g e r o u s ly  n ea r  to  h o p e le s s  p e s s im ism , b u t u s u a l ly  s to p s  
s h o r t  o f  i t .  A p o c a ly p t ic  w a rn in g s  a r o u se  p a s s io n  and m i l i t a n c y ,  
and s t r i k e  a t  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  to  s im i la r  them es in  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  
P r o p e r ly  e x p r e s s e d ,  su ch  w a rn in g s s e r v e  som ewhat th e  same fu n c 
t i o n  a s  a d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  th e  h o r r ib l e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  s i n  in  a 
r e v i v a l i s t  serm on; they, p o r tr a y  th a t  w h ich  im pends b u t w h ich  
may s t i l l  b e  a v o id e d . They a r e  a s e c u la r  and dem onic v e r s io n
o f  a d v e n t is m .3 7

H o fs ta d te r  a t t r i b u t e s  th e  r h e t o r i c  o f  t r a f f i c k i n g  in  th e  b i r t h  

and d e a th  o f  w h o le  w o r ld s ,  p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m s , and sy ste m s  o f  v a lu e s ,  

th e  now o r  n e v e r  r h e t o r i c ,  t o  p a r a n o ia  in  th e  spokesm an . But th e r e  

i s  so m eth in g  e l s e ,  some o th e r  dynam ic h e r e  t h a t  p a r a n o ia  d o es  n o t  

a c c o u n t  f o r ,  th a t  H o fs ta d te r  r e c o g n iz e s  b u t d o es  n o t  d e v e lo p .  F a lw e l l  

and h i s  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  k in  a r e  m o tiv a te d  by th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  c a t a -  

s t r o p i c  end o f  th e  w o rld  can  come a t  any t im e , a n d , b e l i e v i n g  in  f a c t

t h a t  i t  w i l l  come in  t h e i r  l i f e t i m e ,  th e y  p lo t  t h e i r  p e r s u a s iv e  s t r a t e g y

38a c c o r d in g ly  f o r  t h i s  c r i s i s  moment in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  A m erica . We may

name i t  th e  r h e t o r i c  o f  c a t a s t a s i s .  In  a n c ie n t  dram a, c a t a s t a s i s  was

39" th e  h e ig h te n e d  p a r t  o f  th e  a c t io n  p r e c e d in g  th e  c a t a s t r o p e ."  The 

r h e t o r i c  o f  c a t a s t a s i s  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  p a ra n o id  s t y l e .  I t  i s  

in s p ir e d  n o t  by p a r a n o ia  b u t by id e o lo g y ,  more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e o lo g y ,  

th e  n a rrow , g r a p h ic  th e o lo g y  o f  e s c h a t o lo g y  c a l l e d  p r e m i l l e n ia l i s m .

F a l w e l l ,  com m itted  t o  th e  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  end

o f  th e  w o r ld , was p o s s e s s e d  w ith  an u r g e n c y , a b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  fu tu r e
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o f  th e  w o r ld , or  a t  l e a s t  o f  A m erica , th e  f r e e  w o r ld , and th u s  th e  

C h r is t ia n  l i f e s t y l e  h in g e d  on h i s  r h e t o r i c  and th e  r h e t o r i c  o f  p r e a c h 

e r s  l i k e  h im . I t  i s  in t r i g u i n g  th a t  th e  r o o t  word in  c a t a s t a s i s ,

" s t a s i s , "  was th e  term  in  Roman r h e t o r i c a l  th e o r y  r e f e r r in g  t o  th e

40i s s u e  on w hich  th e  outcom e o f  a c o u r t  c a s e  or argum ent h in g e d .

T here i s  am ple e v id e n c e  in  th e  " I  Love A m erica" r a l l i e s  t h a t  F a lw e l l  

b e l i e v e d  th e  outcom e o f  A m erica h in g e d  on th e  p e r s u a s iv e  e f f e c t  o f  h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . T h is  h e ig h te n e d  r h e t o r i c a l  a c t io n  b e f o r e  th e  

im p en d in g  c a t a s t r o p h e ,  w h eth er  th e  c a ta s tr o p h e  i s  th e  end o f  th e  C h r is 

t i a n  m o r a l i t y ,  A m erican  s o c i e t y ,  or th e  w o r ld ,  w ould  e i t h e r  p rep a re  

" tr u e  b e l i e v e r s "  fo r  i t ,  w ould  p r e v e n t  i t  a l t o g e t h e r ,  or w ould  p o s tp o n e

i t  i f  th e  p e o p le  o f  A m erica w ould  r e p e n t  o f  t h e i r  im m o r a lity  and am oral-

41i t y  and l i v e  a c c o r d in g  to  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y .

For ex a m p le , in  one e x p la n a t io n  o f  why he was c o n d u c t in g  th e

" I  Love A m erica" r a l l i e s ,  F a lw e l l  s a i d ,

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  we b e l i e v e  A m erica i s  in  s e r io u s  t r o u b le ,  and we 
b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  G o d -fe a r in g  p e o p le  o f  A m erica h ave  an o b l ig a 
t io n  . . .  t o  h e lp  le n d  our in f lu e n c e  to  th e  tu r n in g  around o f  
t h i s  n a t io n  and b r in g in g  A m erica back  to  God. S e c o n d ly , we a r e  
m aking an e f f o r t  to  d e a l  w ith  th e  m oral i s s u e s  w h ich  we f e e l  
a r e  v i t a l  t o  th e  s u r v iv a l  o f  t h i s  r e p u b l i c .  So w e 'r e  h e r e  to d a y  
in  C olum bia [S o u th  C a r o l in a ] , th e  young p e o p le  o f  L ib e r ty  B a p t i s t  
C o lle g e  b eh in d  me, b oys and g i r l s  who have su r r e n d e r e d  t h e i r  
l i v e s  t o  s e r v e  God, th e  ' I  Love A m erica ' S in g e r s  who a r e  ta k in g  
a y e a r  o u t  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  t r a v e l  th o u sa n d s o f  m ile s  w ith  us 
up and down th e  h igh w ays o f  A m erica , t o  sa y  ev eryw h ere  w hat w e 'r e  
g o in g  to  s a y  h e r e  t o d a y - - t h a t  i t ' s  r e v i v a l  or r u in ,  i t ' s  s p i r i 
t u a l  rea w a k en in g , o r  i t ' s  th e  end o f  our n a t i o n . ^

In  t h a t  same r a l l y ,  F a lw e l l  r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  b e l i e f  in  an im pend

in g  and im m inent c a ta s t r o p h e :  " I b e l i e v e  w hat we a r e  s a y in g  in  e v e r y

o th e r  p la c e  i s  n eed ed  and n e c e s s a r y  to  be s a id  h e r e :  our n a t io n  n eed s

a m oral tu r n -a r o u n d , a m oral r e a f f i r m a t io n ,  or  we a r e  g o in g  to  l o s e  our
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43freedom s in  t h i s  d eca d e  o f  d e s t i n y ,  th e  1 9 8 0 's ."  And a g a in ,  a t  th e

same r a l l y ,  he e la b o r a te d  on h i s  b e l i e f  th a t  th e  outcom e o f  A m erica

depended on w hat he and h i s  c o h o r ts  w ere  s a y in g  and d o in g :

I  b e l i e v e  th e  g r e a t e s t  f o r c e  f o r  freedom  i n  A m erica o r  any s o c i e t y  
i s  th e  p e o p le  o f  God who b e l i e v e  th e  B i b l e ,  who a r e  m anaging  
B i b l e - b e l i e v i n g ,  s o u l-w in n in g  ch u rch es  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  T h ese  p a s 
t o r s  down h e r e  in  S ou th  C a r o lin a ,  b la c k  and w h i t e ,  red  and y e l 
lo w , young and o ld ,  r ic h  and poor . . . who a r e  c r i t i c i z e d  and  
m a lig n ed  and condemned . . . b e c a u se  th e y  s ta n d  up f o r  B ib le  
r ig h t e o u s n e s s ;  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  p a s to r s  
in  A m er ica , and th e  40 m i l l i o n  A m ericans who a l i g n  th e m se lv e s  
w ith  them , h o ld  th e  fu tu r e  o f  t h i s  n a t io n  in  t h e i r  h a n d s . I  
th in k  t h a t  t h i s  y e a r ,  i f  A m erica d o e s n ' t  b e g in  t o  have a s p i r i 
t u a l  r e b i r t h ,  w e 'r e  n o t  g o in g  t o  come o u t o f  th e  1 9 8 0 's  a f r e e  
n a t i o n .4 4

In  th a t  South  C a r o lin a  r a l l y ,  h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  he was " t a lk in g

a b o u t s u r v i v a l ,  th e  s u r v iv a l  o f  A m erica ."

We ou gh t to  le a r n  how to  g e t  t o g e t h e r ,  to  f i g h t  t o g e t h e r .  . . .
We b e t t e r  le a r n  how to  p u l l  t h i s  co u n try  o u t o f  th e  g u t t e r s .
We b e t t e r  f o r g e t  our l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w h i le  we s a v e  our cou n 
t r y  . . . w e ' r e  o u t to  w in  th e  war f o r  th e  n a t io n .  T h is  i s  a 
b a t t l e  [ f o r ]  th e  s u r v iv a l  o f  th e  hom e, th e  f a m ily ,  th e  freedom  
t h a t  th o s e  l i t t l e  c h i ld r e n  d e s e r v e  to  h ave  te n  y e a r s  from  n o w , 45

I t  i s  im p o r ta n t t o  remember t h a t ,  when F a lw e l l  im p lie s  in  h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  some k in d  o f  c a t a s t r o p h e ,  he u s u a l ly  i s  n o t  r e f e r 

r in g  to  th e  f i n a l  end o f  th e  w o rld  b u t  to  th e  end o f  A m erica o r ,  a t  th e  

l e a s t ,  th e  end o f  th e  k in d  o f  free d o m , m oral l i f e s t y l e ,  and s o c i e t y  

t h a t  we have su p p o se d ly  b een  accu sto m ed  t o .  He b e l i e v e s  in  a f i n a l  

c a t a s t r o p h ic  end o f  th e  w o rld  when th e  c h u r c h , made up o f  B ib le -  

b e l i e v i n g  C h r i s t ia n s ,  w i l l  r e ig n  tr iu m p h an t i n  v i c t o r y  o v e r  S a ta n  

and a l l  e v i l  a n d , " l ik e  a b r id e  ad orn ed  f o r  h e r  husband" ( R e v e la t io n  

2 1 : 2 ) ,  w i l l  e n te r  in t o  e t e r n a l  h e a v e n . But he i s  n o t  u s u a l ly  t a lk in g  

a b o u t th e  end o f  th e  w o rld  in  h is  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  a t  l e a s t  n o t  

p r im a r ily , b u t  a b o u t th e  end o f  C h r is t ia n  A m erica or  l i f e  in  A m erica  a s
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we had known i t  u n t i l  a b o u t 20 y e a r s  a g o . Of c o u r s e ,  he b e l i e v e s  t h a t  

l o s i n g  th e  A m erica o f  th e p a s t ,  when i t  was th e  m ost fe a r e d  n a t io n  on 

e a r th  and em braced c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r i s t ia n i t y  in  p u b l ic  l i f e ,  s c h o o ls  

and so  o n , means t h a t  A m erica , a s  a v i a b l e  n a t io n  and a s  an a c c e p t a b le  

p la c e  t o  l i v e ,  i s  l o s t . He makes th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  c l e a r  in  th e  S ou th  

C a r o lin a  r a l l y :

The one i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  h as made t h i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  n a t io n  on 
e a r t h ,  th e  c h u r c h , th e  ch u rch  o f  th e  l i v i n g  God. Oh, w e 'r e  
b e a te n  and b a t t e r e d .  . . . B u t, 1*11 t e l l  you  t h a t  th e  Old  
S h ip  o f  Z io n , th e  o ld  ch u rch  h a s  b een  th ro u g h  b a t t l e s  b e f o r e ,  
and w e 'v e  b een  a t  i t  f o r  2000  y e a r s .  The o ld  h u l l  i s  b a t 
t e r e d  . . . b u t n o t  one d rop  o f  w a te r  h as g o t t e n  in s id e ;  and 
when th e  show i s  o v e r  [ t h e  f i n a l  end o f  th e  w o r ld ] and th e  
trum pet h as so u n d ed , sh e  i s  g o in g  t o  come th ro u g h  to  th e  o th e r  
s id e  w ith  a l l  th e  c a r g o ,  th e  c h u r c h , i n t a c t .  I 'm  n o t  w o r r ie d  
a b o u t M a d e lin e  [M urry O 'H are] o r  S e n a to r  K ennedy or B ir c h  Bayh 
o r  th e  r e s t ,  b e c a u se  I ' v e  read  th e  l a s t  c h a p t e r .  I  know how 
i t ' s  g o in g  to  come o u t

He knows how i t ' s  g o in g  t o  come o u t a t  th e  f i n a l  e n d , b u t  th e  

f i n a l  end o f  th e  w orld  i s  n o t  w hat h e ' s  t a lk in g  a b ou t in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

p r e a c h in g . H e 's  t a lk in g  a b o u t th e  end o f  A m erica as an a c c e p t a b le ,  

l i v a b l e ,  v i a b l e  n a t io n  t o  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r i s t ia n s .

More th a n  p a r a n o ia  a b o u t th e  p a s t  and p r e s e n t ,  i t  i s  a f e a r

a b o u t th e  f u t u r e ,  a b o u t a com ing c a t a s t r o p h e ,  t h a t  a c c o u n ts  f o r  th e

c a t a s t a t i c  n a tu r e  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g .  He s a id  th e  t im e s

c a l l e d  f o r  a r a d ic a l  r h e t o r i c :

I  p e r s o n a l ly  f e e l  t h a t  th e  d a rk n ess  o f  th e  hour demands i t .
We w i l l  h ave p a s se d  o u t o f  th e  s e v e n t i e s ,  w h ich  h as b een  our  
d a r k e s t  d eca d e  in  A m e r ic a 's  h i s t o r y ,  and in t o  th e  1 9 8 0 ' s ,  
w h ich  may w e l l  be our l a s t  a s  a f r e e  n a t io n .  I  w i l l  t o n ig h t  
t r y  to  p o in t  ou t why I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we a r e  on th e  ev e  o f  l o o s 
in g  our fr e e d o m s, th a t  i f  in  f a c t  t h a t  o c c u r s ,  th e  f i r s t  A m eri
cans to  g o , e i t h e r  by e x e c u t io n  o r  im p r iso n m en t, w i l l  b e  th e  
men t h a t  s to o d  h ere  a few  m in u tes  a g o ,  f o r  t h e s e  m ust be c o n 
s id e r e d  by th e  Communists th e  a rch  en em ies  o f  t h e i r  c a u s e .
And a l l  one n eed s  t o  do i s  s tu d y  w hat h as happened in  th e  Com
m u n ist  b lo c  c o u n t r ie s  o f  E a s te r n  E u rop e, w hat has happened  9n .
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in  Cuba, w hat has happened in  C h in a , w hat h as b een  th e  f a c t  in  
th e  S o v ie t  U nion  s in c e  1917; you w i l l  f in d  t h a t  th a t  i s  e x a c t l y  
th e  way th e y  d e a l w ith  th e  c h u r c h . I t  i s  e i t h e r  e x e c u t io n  o r  
s o l i t a r y  co n fin e m e n t and any and a l l  t h a t  h as sp ok en  o u t  a g a in s t  
Communism, a g a in s t  t h i s  g o d le s s  p h ilo s o p h y  t h a t  h as e n g u lfe d  
o v e r  h a l f  th e  w o rld  in  62 y e a r s ,  m ust be d is p o s e d  o f .  I t  i s n ' t  
p o p u la r  to d a y  to  t a l k  a b o u t th a t  ou r c o u n tr y  may i n  f a c t  lo o s e  
i t s  l i b e r t i e s  and freedom s in  th e  d eca d e  ahead  and I  th in k  f a r  
so o n e r  th an  t h a t .  I  do n o t  th in k  we have t e n  more y e a r s  a s  a 
n a t io n  a p a r t  from  r e a l  s u p e r n a tu r a l i n t e r v e n t i o n .  But th o se  
who t a l k  a b o u t t h a t  a r e  la b e le d  by th e  m edia and many in  h ig h  
p la c e s  a s  f a n a t i c s  and e x t r e m is t s  and r a d i c a l s . I  w ould  sa y  to  
you t h a t ,  i f  e v e r  th e r e  was a t im e  to  be r a d ic a l  and e x tr e m e ,  
th a t  day i s  now. T h is  s o c i e t y  and th e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  th e  hour  
demands r a d ic a l  a c t io n  and r e a c t i o n .  We n eed  t o  becom e s p i r i 
t u a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r ie s

At th e  F lo r id a  r a l l y ,  F a lw e l l  d e c la r e d ,  " I  b e l i e v e  in  lo b b y in g ,

I  b e l i e v e  in  p r e a c h in g ,  I  b e l i e v e  in  w o r k in g , and I'm  h e r e  a s  a p r iv a t e

c i t i z e n  to d a y , s a y in g  many o f  t h e s e  t h in g s  th a t  w e 'r e  g o in g  to  h ave to

48be w i l l i n g  to  sa y  i f  we s t a y  a f r e e  c o u n tr y ."

He made a  s im i l a r  s ta te m e n t  a t  th e  K entucky r a l l y :

S e c o n d ly , w e 'v e  g o t  t o  p rea ch  f o r  r e v i v a l .  P r e a c h e r s  I  w ant to  
c h a l le n g e  you to  c a l l  a sp a d e  a s p a d e . I  m ean, i f  h e l l  b u s t s  
w id e  o p e n , sa y  i t  l i k e  i t  i s . I f  you r b e s t  members g e t  up and 
w alk  o u t ,  sa y  i t  l i k e  i t  i s . . . . God w i l l  g iv e  you  two r e 
p la c e m e n ts  f o r  e v e r y  one you  l o s e .  W e've g o t  t o  g e t  some p r e a c h 
e r s  who d o n 't  c a r e  w hat th e  p a p ers th in k  a b o u t them , who a r e  n o t  
i n t e r e s t e d  in  w hat th e  TV f e l l o w s  a r e  s a y in g ,  who c o u ld  c a r e  
l e s s  w hat th e  G a llu p  P o l l  r e p o r t s ,  b u t w i l l  p rea ch  s i n ,  c a l l  i t  
w hat i t  i s ,  c a l l  th e  n a t io n  back to  God, c a l l  i t  w hat i t  i s . °

G iven  h i s  c o n v ic t io n  th a t  th e  w id e sp r e a d  and grow in g  im m o r a lity  

in  A m erica was b r in g in g  on a c a t a s t r o p h ic  end o f  A m erica , F a lw e l l  r e 

s o r t e d  to  in t im id a t io n ;  th a t  i s ,  he aim ed to  s c a r e  th o s e  in  our s o c i e t y  

who w ere  im m oral o r  a m o r a l, t o  d is c o u r a g e ,  i n h i b i t ,  or r e s t r a i n  them  

from  f u r t h e r  im m o r a lity .  H is ap p roach  was to  in t im id a t e  L ib e r a l s ,  

h u m a n is ts , a b o r t i o n i s t s ,  h o m o se x u a ls , p o r n o g r a p h e r s , and o th e r s  co n 

s tr u e d  t o  be a g e n ts  o f  th e  d e v i l  by t h r e a t e n in g  th a t  th e  end o f  America
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and o f  a m oral s o c i e t y  was g o in g  t o  happen  i f  th e y  d id  n o t  q u i t  w hat 

th e y  w ere d o in g  to  d e s t r o y  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i ty  w h ich  had Caused A m erica  

t o  p r o s p e r .  He was s a y in g  in  e f f e c t  t o  a l l  h i s  a n t a g o n i s t s ,  " I f  you  

do n o t r e f r a in  from  you r G o d le s s ,  u n -A m erican , im m oral a c t i v i t i e s ,  

you a r e  g o in g  to  b r in g  our n a t io n  t o  an en d , t o  r u in ."  What he seem s  

t o  b e c a l l i n g  f o r ,  in  a s e n s e ,  i s  e x o r c is m - - t o  rem ove t h o s e  who work  

f o r  th e  d e v i l  from  an y  p r a c t i c a l  in f lu e n c e  i f  n o t  from  t h e i r  a c t i v i t y .

Though F a lw e l l  c a s t  h i s  m oral m essage  in  p o s i t i v e  t e r m s - -p r o 

l i f e ,  p r o -m o r a l, p ro -A m er ica n , p r o - f a m i ly ,  and p r o - I s r a e l ,  th e  s t r a 

t e g i c  c o n c e p t  u n d e r ly in g  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  on th o s e  i s s u e s  was 

n e g a t iv e  a p p a r e n t ly  b e c a u se  he b e l i e v e d .  I t  i s  e a s i e r  to  a r o u se  p e o p le  

to  b e a g a in s t  so m eth in g  th an  t o  b e  f o r  so m e th in g . The r e s u l t  in  h is  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  was d e n u n c ia t io n ,  a c c u s a t io n ,  and in t im id a t io n  

w h ich  p rod u ced  s p e c i f i c  r h e t o r i c a l  m ethods o f  s t y l e  and r e a s o n in g .

M ethods o f  S t y l e . In  o rd er  to  a s s e s s  th e  m ethods o f  F a l w e l l ' s  

s t y l e ,  o n e  m ust n o t  l i s t e n  o n ly  to  w hat one s e e s  and h e a r s  in  h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  b u t  m ust s c r u t i n i z e  w ith  a c r i t i c a l  mind e x a c t l y  

w hat h e  s a y s .  One r e a so n  i s  t h a t ,  a s  p r o f e s s o r  M a ss ie  o f  Y a le  U n iv e r 

s i t y  o b s e r v e d , F a lw e l l  "comes a c r o s s  l i k e  a cu d d ly  b e a r . " ^  He i s  

r e l a t i v e l y  s o f t - s p o k e n  compared t o  o th e r  cham pions o f  e m o tio n a l c a u s e s .  

He i s  u s u a l ly  s m i l in g  when he s p e a k s . He ap p ears to  be h a r m le ss  u n t i l  

one s c r u t i n i z e s  th e  c a u s t ic i s m  and im p l i c a t io n s  o f  w hat h e  i s  s a y in g .

I t  i s  n o t  F a l w e l l ' s  d e l i v e r y ,  th e  u se  o f  body and v o i c e ,  b u t h i s  s t y l e ,  

w hat he sa y s  and how he sa y s  i t ,  t h a t  i s  th e  co n cer n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .
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F a lw e l l  d id  n o t  in v e n t  a new s t y l e  f o r  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g .  

He sp ea k s  e x te m p o r a n e o u s ly  and u s u a l ly  w ith  few  or no n o te s  and th u s  

sp ea k s  in  th e  way th a t  i s  n a t iv e  and n a tu r a l  to  h im . He sp ea k s  " th e  

la n g u a g e  o f  Z io n ,"  a s  c o n s e r v a t iv e  p r e a c h e r s  o f t e n  s a y ,  w h eth er  t a l k 

in g  c a s u a l ly  to  h i s  own f a m ily ,  t o  som eone a b o u t a p u r e ly  b u s in e s s  

m a tte r ,  t o  a ch u rch  member, t o  a d e d ic a te d  la y  C h r i s t ia n ,  to  a  non-  

C h r is t ia n ,  to  a  p o w e r fu l p o l i t i c i a n ,  to  h i s  ch u rch  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  o r  to  

th e  a u d ie n c e  a t  a p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y .  I t  i s  a la n g u a g e  th a t  i s  o f  th e  

e s s e n c e  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  and t y p i c a l  c o n s e r v a t iv e  and F u n d a m e n ta lis t  

p r e a c h e r . As a F u n d a m e n ta lis t  p r e a c h e r , F a lw e l l  sp ea k s  in  a d e c la r a 

t i v e  and e x h o r t a t iv e  r a th e r  th a n  a s u b j u n c t iv e  mood. As th e  cham pion  

o f  M oral M a jo r ity  c a u s e s ,  h e  sp o k e  th e  way h e  had sp oken  a l l  o f  h i s  

l i f e  a s  a p r e a c h e r .  As B la c k  e x p la i n s ,

Where th e  t h e o r e t i c i a n  may c o n c lu d e  t h a t  th e r e  o u g h t t o  be a 
r e v o l u t i o n ,  o r  w a r , or l a s t  ju d gm en t, or r e fo r m , th e  e x h o r te r ,  
c la d  in  th e  m a n tle  o f  p r o p h e c y , p r o c la im s  t h a t  th e r e  w i l l  b e . . . . 
The to n e  o f  p rop h ecy  g iv e s  a g r e a t e r  s e n s e  o f  u rg en cy  to  th e  e x 
h o r t a t io n  th a n  w ould  th e  to n e  o f  a d v is in g  o r  m o r a l i z in g .51

T here i s  no r e a so n  to  b e l i e v e  th a t  F a lw e l l  s e t  o u t  t o  m ix , 

in  some new w ay , p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  la n g u a g e . He sp ea k s  in  r e l i 

g io u s  te r m s , u s e s  r e l i g i o u s  w ords and p h r a se s  in  h i s  s p e a k in g  no m at

t e r  w h e r e , w hen, on w hat o c c a s io n ,  o r  to  w hat a u d ie n c e .  He c o u ld  no 

more n o t  sp ea k  in  t h i s  G od -lan gu age th an  he c o u ld  n o t  b r e a th .  I t  has  

becom e an in v o lu n ta r y  s t y l e  o f  r h e t o r i c .  He h as s p e n t  a l l  o f  h is  l i f e  

p r e a c h in g , o n ly ,  and has g iv e n  few  p u r e ly  p o l i t i c a l  s p e e c h e s  or  any  

o th e r  k in d  o f  s p e e c h e s .  O r, i f  th e y  w ere m eant to  be some o th e r  k in d  

o f  sp e e c h  o th e r  th a n  a -se r m o n , he w ould no d ou b t s t i l l  sp ea k  in  th e

s t y l e  o f  h i s  p r e a c h in g .  L ik e  f e r v e n t ,  F u n d a m e n ta lis t ,  B ib l e - o r ie n t e d
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p r e a c h e r s ,  h e  has a lw a y s  sp ok en  in  a s t y l e  t h a t  i s  h ig h ly  B i b l i c a l  in  

i t s  la n g u a g e , i d e a s ,  im a g er y , and c o n t e n t .  I t  i s  u n l ik e l y  th a t  F a lw e l l  

a lw a y s  and o n ly  th e  B ib le - q u o t in g  p r e a c h e r , w ou ld  su d d e n ly  sp eak  a 

B i b l e - f r e e  la n g u a g e , ev en  in  a s t r i c t l y  s e c u la r  s e t t i n g  t o  a p l u r a l i s 

t i c  a u d ie n c e  a b o u t a p u r e ly  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e .  I f  a n y th in g ,  o u t  o f  h i s  

p r id e  a t  b e in g  a p r e a c h e r , he may d e l i b e r a t e l y  c h o o se  t o  sound l i k e  a 

p r e a c h e r  in  h i s  s t y l e  i f  h e  w ere to  make a c o n s c io u s  d e c i s i o n  a b o u t i t .

A l s o ,  we m ust remember th a t  F a lw e l l  grew  up w hen , in  th e  

s c h o o ls  h e a t t e n d e d ,  r e f e r e n c e s  to  God, J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  th e  c h u r c h , th e  

B i b l e ,  and C h r i s t i a n i t y  a lo n g s id e  p a t r io t i s m ,  th e  f l a g ,  A m er ica , th e  

p le d g e  o f  a l l e g i a n c e ,  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d e p e n d en ce , and th e  C o n s t i 

t u t io n  w ere com m onplace. As he s a id  a t  th e  New H am pshire r a l l y ,  "As a

b o y , when I  w en t to  p u b l ic  s c h o o l ,  som eone h e ld  c h a p e l e v e r y  m orning

52to  s t a r t  s c h o o l ,  and we rea d  th e  B ib le  and p r a y e d . . . ." F a lw e l l  

grew up in  a  s c h o o l  a tm o sp h ere  in  w h ich  G o d -ta lk  was th e  norm and w here  

u s in g  r e l i g i o u s  and p a t r i o t i c  la n g u a g e  in te r c h a n g e a b ly  in  s p e a k in g  was 

n a t u r a l .

When F a lw e l l  d e c id e d  to  go p u b l ic  p o l i t i c a l l y  w ith  t h e  fo u n d in g  

o f  M oral M a jo r i ty ,  he d id  n o t  r i d  h i s  r h e t o r i c  o f  w hat was norm al f o r  

him  e i t h e r  from  h i s  own s c h o o l  d ays o r  in  h i s  own l i f e  o f  p r e a c h in g .

F a l w e l l ' s  n a t iv e  r e l i g i o u s  s t y l e  co u p le d  w ith  h i s  n e g a t iv e  

a p p e a ls  produced  a s t y l e  o f  r h e t o r i c  th a t  n o t  o n ly  i s ,  b u t ,  more im por

t a n t ,  ap p ears to  be e x c e s s iv e  in  i t s  n a t u r e .  In  much th e  same way t h a t  

a d i c t a t o r  may d e c la r e  a s t a t e  o f  n a t io n a l  em erg en cy , su sp en d  a l l  n o r 

m al la w s , and r e s o r t  t o  w h a tev er  e x c e s s e s  he c o u ld  j u s t i f y  a s  n e c e s s a r y

t o  m eet th e  em erg en cy , s o  a p o l i t i c i a n  o r  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h e r , ev en  in  a
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d em ocracy , may become d em ogog ic  a n d , a s  in  th e c a s e  o f  F a l w e l l ,  r e s o r t  

to  an e x c e s s iv e  s t y l e  in  th e  p e r c e iv e d  em erg en cy . As I  w i l l  demon

s t r a t e ,  su ch  r h e t o r i c  a s  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g , born o u t o f  

a s e n s e  o f  ex trem e em ergency and u r g e n c y , was e x c e s s i v e l y  a b s o l u t i s t ,  

a u t h o r i t a r i a n ,  and a g g r e s s iv e .

B e fo r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  m ethods o f  F a l w e l l ' s  s t y l e ,  

i t  i s  im p o rta n t to  n o te  t h a t  su ch  a r h e t o r i c  may r e v e a l  th e  r e a l  F a l 

w e l l :  h i s  a b s o l u t i s t ,  a u t h o r i t a r i a n ,  and a g g r e s s iv e  s t y l e  may be e v i 

d en ce  o f  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  As B la c k  s a y s ,  th e r e  i s  an " a s s o c ia t io n  

b etw een  an id io m  and an id e o lo g y  . . . th e r e  a r e  s t r o n g  and m u l t i f a r 

io u s  l i n k s  b etw een  a s t y l e  and an o u t lo o k ,  and . . . th e  c r i t i c  may,

w ith  l e g i t im a t e  c o n f id e n c e ,  move from  th e  m a n if e s t  e v id e n c e  o f  s t y l e

53t o  th e  human p e r s o n a l i t y ."

A b so lu t ism  a s a M ethod in  F a l w e l l ' s  S t y l e . In  The F undam ental

i s t  Phenom enon, th e  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  a u th o r s  and F a lw e l l  as e d i t o r  adm it 

th a t  a w eak n ess o f  F u n d am en ta lism  i s  "a te n d e n c y  . . .  t o  o v e r a b s o lu 

t i s m ,  th a t  i s  t o  a p p ro a ch in g  e v e r y  c o n c e iv a b le  i s s u e  w ith  a t o t a l l y

b la c k - o r - w h it e  m e n t a l i t y ,"  a k in d  o f  m e n t a l i ty  th a t  "has ca u sed  o v e r -

54s ta te m e n t  and o v e r c r i t i c i s m ."

C labaugh r e f e r s  to  F u n d a m e n ta lis t s '  d iv id in g  th e  w o rld  "betw een  

th e  sa v e d  and th e  damned and b etw een  th e  good and e v i l "  a s  " th e  M ani- 

ch ean  d ich otom y"  o f  F u n d a m e n ta lis t s ,  a s  t h e i r  "M anichean o r i e n t a 

t i o n . " ^  M an ich eism  i s  a " r e l i g io u s  d u a lism  o r i g in a t in g  in  P e r s i a ,  

w id e ly  h e ld  in  th e  Roman em p ire d u r in g  th e  t h ir d  and fo u r th  c e n t u r ie s  

A .D . and in  c e n t r a l  and e a s t e r n  A s ia  . . . t e a c h in g  . . . th ro u g h  th e
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Hebrew p r o p h e ts ,  J e s u s ,  and Mani th a t  a cosm ic  c o n f l i c t  e x i s t s  between

a good rea lm  o f  l i g h t  and an e v i l  rea lm  o f  d a rk n ess  . . . d iv id i n g  [ t h e

5 6w o r ld ]  b etw een  good and e v i l  p o w ers."

But on c e r t a in  i s s u e s  o f  c u l t u r a l  p o l i t i c s  fu n d a m e n ta l is t s  have  
a lw a y s  b een  r i g i d ,  and when su ch  i s s u e s  becom e more s a l i e n t  th e  
fu n d a m e n ta l is t s  becom e more r e s p o n s iv e  t o  th e  b la n d ish m e n ts  o f  
p s e u d o -c o n s e r v a t iv e  p r o p h e ts .  M oreover, th e  M anichean and a p o c 
a l y p t i c  s t y l e  o f  th o u g h t p r e v a le n t  in  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l is t  t r a d i 
t i o n  can  e a s i l y  be c a r r ie d  o v e r  i n t o  s e c u la r  a f f a i r s  and t r a n s 
muted in t o  a c u r io u s ly  crude and a lm o s t  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  form  o f  
a n ti-com m u n ism .

N ot o n ly  i s  th e  e n t i r e  r ig h t - w in g  movement in fu s e d  a t  th e  mass 
l e v e l  w ith  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l is t  s t y l e  o f  m ind, b u t th e  p la c e  in  
i t s  ranks o f  fu n d a m e n ta l is t  p r e a c h e r s ,  e x - p r e a c h e r s ,  and so n s  
o f  p r e a c h e r s  i s  s o  p rom in en t a s  to  u n d e r lin e  th e  m u tual c o n g e n i
a l i t y  o f  th o u g h t . L ead in g  r ig h t - w in g  spokesm en have b ro u g h t  
in t o  p o l i t i c s  th e  m ethods and th e  s t y l e  o f  th e  e v a n g e l i c a l  r e 
v i v a l i s t s ,  j u s t  a s  many p r e a c h e r s  h ave  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  th e y  
can  a r o u s e  more f e r v o r  and r a i s e  more c a sh  by p o l i t i c i z i n g  
t h e i r  m essage  th an  th e y  can  by a p p e a lin g  s o l e l y  to  th e  r e l i 
g io u s  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  a u d i e n c e s .57

L ip s e t  has n o te d  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n .  He e x p la in s  t h a t  m o r a l i s t s ,

5£o f  w h ich  "one o f  th e  prim e s o u r c e s  . . .  i s  r e l i g i o u s  fu n d a m en ta lism ,"  “

c o n s id e r  e v e r y  h i s t o r i c a l  movement a s  a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  a m a tte r  o f

good o r  e v i l ,  " th o s e  who make a m is ta k e  a r e  n o t  j u s t  w ron g, th e y  a re

e v i l . " ^  T h u s, L ip s e t  a r g u e s ,  "M oralism  i s  a b s o l u t i s t i c  by n a t u r e ," ^

and m o r a l i s t s  s e e  a l l  our s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  p rob lem s a s  " th e  r e s u l t

61o f  d e l i b e r a t e  e v i l - d o i n g ."

T h is  i s  th e  u l t im a t e  p ro d u ct o f  m o ra lism  . . . e r r o r  i s  a r g u a b le ,  
e v i l  in t e n t  i s  n o t ;  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  e r r o r  i s  a d m is s ib le  
and l e g i t i m a t e ,  e v i l  in t e n t  i s  in a d m is s ib le  and i l l e g i t i m a t e .  
D if f e r e n c e s ,  c l e a v a g e s ,  p lu r a l i s m ,  a m b ig u ity , b a sed  on e v i l  in t e n t  
a r e  i l l e g i t i m a t e . ^

A b s o lu t ism , L ip s e t  s a y s ,  may be d e f in e d  a s  " t h i s  k in d  o f  p o la r -

63i z a t i o n  and a t t r i b u t i o n  o r  e v i l  m o t iv e s ."
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The q u e s t io n  i s  w h eth er  F a lw e l l  has b een  a b s o l u t i s t i c  in  h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g .

F a l w e l l ,  by in n u en d o , a s c r ib e s  e v i l  in t e n t  to  th e  Supreme

C o u r t:

The U n ite d  S t a t e s  Supreme C o u rt, b e c a u se  o f  th e  p e t i t i o n  o f  an  
avowed a t h e i s t ,  M a d elin e  O 'h a r e , e x p e l le d  A lm ig h ty  God from  th e  
p u b l ic  s c h o o l ,  and th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  sy ste m  in  A m er ic a , from  
t h a t  day t o  t h i s ,  has becom e th e  spaw ning ground f o r  e v e r y  k in d  
o f  m oral and s p i r i t u a l  d i s e a s e - - d r u g  e p id e m ic s ,  m oral p e r m is s iv e 
n e s s ,  acad em ic d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  a lm o s t  c o n s ta n t  d an ger  f o r  s c h o o l  
t e a c h e r s  in  th e  la r g e r  m e tr o p o li ta n  a r e a s ,  and a l l  o f  t h a t  b e 
c a u se  o f  th e  e x p u ls io n  o f  A lm ig h ty  God from  th e  a ren a  o f  ed u ca 
t i o n  in  A m er ica . . . .6 4

Even i f  su ch  an argum ent d id  n o t  a s c r ib e  e v i l  i n t e n t  t o  th e  

Supreme C o u rt, F a lw e l l  d o es  a t t r i b u t e  e v i l  c o n se q u e n c e s  to  t h e i r  

s c h o o l  p r a y e r  d e c i s i o n .

A noth er exam ple o f  F a l w e l l ' s  a b s o lu t is m  i s  h i s  a s s o c i a t i n g

Jane Fonda, D ick  G regory , and B enjam in  Spock w ith  Communism:

I f  t h i s  w ere P e k in g , th e r e  w ould  be no m e e tin g  l i k e  t h i s  [ t h e  
" I L ove A m erica" r a l l y j .  I f  t h i s  w ere H avana, Cuba, th e r e  w ould  
be no m eetin g  l i k e  t h i s .  And I  h e a r  th e  Jane F o n d a 's  and th e  
D ick  G r e g o r y 's  and t h e  B enjam in  S p o c k 's  and a h o s t  o f  o th e r  
a n t i-A m e r ic a n , a n t i-g o v e r n m e n t  p e o p le  d e c r y in g  t h i s  n a t io n .
I  ca n n o t h e lp  b u t th in k  t h a t ,  i f  th e y  w ould  t r y  w hat th e y  a r e  
t r y in g  h e r e  f o r  t h i r t y  se c o n d s  on Red S q u a re , th e  e a r th  
w ould sw a llo w  them up.^5

The im p l ic a t io n  i s  t h a t  b e in g  a n t i-A m e r ic a n  i s  e v i l  l i k e  Com

m u n is ts  a re  e v i l .  W hereas, b e in g  p ro -A m erica n , one o f  F a l w e l l ' s  f i v e  

prim ary p o s i t i o n s ,  i s  g o o d .

We may in f e r  from  su ch  p a s sa g e s  a s  th e  f o l lo w in g  t h a t ,  f o r  

F a l w e l l ,  e v e r y th in g  p ro-A m erican  i s  good im p ly in g  a n y th in g  un-A m erican  

i s  e v i l :

In  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  in  A m erica , e v e r y  day we p le d g e  a l l e g i a n c e  
to  th e  f l a g  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  We have n e v e r  a l lo w e d ,  and

208



www.manaraa.com

t h e r e ' s  n o t  on e in s t a n c e  on r e c o r d  in  a  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l  o f  a 
c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  B i b l e - b e l i e v i n g ,  C h r is t - c e n t e r e d  ch u r c h , o f  th e  
f l a g  b e in g  d e s e c r a te d  or burned o r  worn on th e  s e a t  o f  so m eo n e 's  
p a n t s .  W e've o f t e n  w ish ed  som eone w ould  b e c a u se  o f  th e  u rge  
o f  p la n t in g  a f o o t  on th e  n o r th  end g o in g  s o u th .  But i t ' s  n ev er  
happened b e c a u se  th e  p a r e n ts  o f  ou r c h i ld r e n  p u t them in  our  
s c h o o ls  b e c a u se  th e y  a g r e e  w ith  what we a g r e e  w i t h - - t h a t  A m erica  
i s  one n a t io n  under G o d . 66

F a lw e l l  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  g r a p h ic  in  d e s c r ib in g  th e  d ich o to m y

b etw een  th e  good m oral m a jo r ity  and e v i l  h o m o sex u a ls:

I  was in  W ash ington  Sunday a f te r n o o n  sp e a k in g  t o  a group o f  s e n a 
t o r s ,  c o n g ressm en , p a s t o r s ,  and le a d e r s  on our n a t io n a l  day o f  
f a s t i n g  and p r a y e r . B etw een  two and th r e e  m i l l i o n  A m ericans  
f a s t e d  and p rayed  w ith  us l a s t  Sunday f o r  r e v i v a l  in  A m erica .
And t h e s e  le a d e r s  d id  th e  same t h in g .

A c r o ss  town in  W a sh in g to n , m arch ing up and down P e n n s y lv a n ia  
A ven u e , w ere t w e n t y - f iv e  to  f i f t y  th ou san d  h o m o se x u a ls . C h r is 
t ia n s  lo v e  h om osexu a ls  a s  th e y  lo v e  a l l  s in n e r s  and r e g a r d  them  
a s  j u s t  b oys and g i r l s ,  men and women w it h  a d e e p , d eep  m oral 
p ro b lem . God lo v e s  th e  h o m o sex u a ls  l i k e  He lo v e s  a l l  men. But 
I  s a id  t o  t h o s e  co n g ressm en , 'We have no con tem p t f o r  th o s e  young  
p e o p le  o u t t h e r e .  W e've j u s t  s e a n  them co m m ittin g  im m oral a c t s  
in  p u b l ic  and s a y in g  v u lg a r  and d i r t y  t h i n g s . '  T h ey 'v e  come 
h e r e  from  a l l  o v e r  th e  n a t io n  a t te m p t in g  t o  g a in  p a s sa g e  o f  th e  
Gay R ig h ts  B i l l  w h ich  w ould  g iv e  them m in o r ity  s t a t u s  l i k e  b la c k s ,  
l i k e  women, l i k e  H is p a n ic s , e t c .  w h ich  i s  beyond b e in g  r i d i c u 
lo u s .  B ut I  s a i d ,  'We have no con tem p t f o r  them b e c a u s e  ea ch  o f  
th o s e  b oys and g i r l s  have l e f t  b eh in d  them a t r a i l  o f  b roken  
h e a r t s , moms and dads who lo v e  them and p ray  f o r  them in  many 
c a s e s  and th o s e  h e a r t s  a r e  wounded and b rok en  b e c a u se  o f  w hat 
has happened  in  t h e i r  l i v e s . '

And s o  we make a d i s t i n c t i o n  b etw een  th e  s i n  and th e  s in n e r .
We h a te  w hat th e y  d o , we lo v e  th em . B eca u se  o f  th o s e  m oth ers  
and dads who a r e  s a y in g ,  'D o n 't  h u r t  them , h e lp  them , b r in g  
them b a c k ,'  we rea c h  o u t  in  lo v e  t o  th em . We h ave  a s t a f f  in  
our ch u rch  o f  p r o f e s s io n a l  c o u n s e lo r s  who m in is t e r  t o  them .
B ut b e c a u se  w e 'r e  h o n e s t  and b e l i e v e  th e  B i b l e ,  we c a l l  i t  
m oral p e r v e r s io n .  God d id  n o t  c r e a t e  Adam and S t e v e ,  b u t  
Adam and E v e . And God o rd a in e d  th e  f a m ily  to  be t h a t  b a s ic  
u n i t  in  s o c i e t y  t h a t  He can  b l e s s  .

We lo v e  a l l  A m e r ic a n s . We b e l i e v e  in  th e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  o f  a l l  
men. But we a l s o  b e l i e v e  in  r i g h t  and w rong and we know th e  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e c a u se  we b e l i e v e  th e  B i b l e . 67
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When F a lw e l l  s a i d ,  "The hom osexual r e v o l u t i o n ,  th e  u n is e x u a l  

r e v o l u t i o n ,  th e  c h i l d r e n ' s  r i g h t s  m ovem ent, th e  f e m in i s t  m o v e m e n t--a ll  

th e s e  a r e  v i c io u s  a s s a u l t s  a g a in s t  th e  home and th e  f a m i l y , i t  was 

an a b s o l u t i s t  d ich o to m y  b e tw een  th e  e v i l  and th e g o o d .

In  t a lk in g  a b o u t w h eth er  h e w ould  run f o r  p u b l ic  o f f i c e ,

F a lw e l l  o f f e r e d ,  "I'm  in  th e  h ig h e s t  o f f i c e  in  th e  la n d  a s  a p r e a c h e r ,  

69why s t e p  down?" And th en  he im p lie d  t h a t  some e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  

e v i l  in  c o n t r a s t  t o  h im s e l f  and o th e r  p r e a c h e r s  who a r e  g o o d . "I'm  

n o t  t a lk in g  a b o u t h e lp in g  men who b e l i e v e ,  and women who b e l i e v e ,  in

B i b l i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  to  g e t  i n t o  o f f i c e  and t o  g e t  th o s e  who d o n 't

„ .,70 o u t

In  t h e  K entucky r a l l y ,  F a lw e l l  g o e s  th rou gh  a gam bit o f  e v i l ,  

" p erso n s  who a r e  l i v i n g  im m oral l i f e s t y l e s " - - h o m o s e x u a l s  w hose l i f e 

s t y l e  i s  a " r e p r o b a te , a b om in ab le  p e r v e r s io n ,"  th e  f e m in i s t s  who a r e  

t r y in g  to  b r in g  A m erican  women "down t o  t h e i r  b a se  l e v e l , "  th o s e  who 

prom ote " c h i ld r e n ' s  r ig h t s "  and "brainw ash"  our c h i ld r e n  w ith  "human

ism , a th e is m , and m ora l p e r m is s iv e n e s s ,"  a b o r t i o n i s t s  who a r e  m urder

in g  b a b ie s ,  t e e n a g e r s  who a r e  l i v i n g  " l ik e  a n im a ls"  s e x u a l l y ,  n a t io n a l  

le a d e r s  l i k e  "Teddy K ennedy,"  h u m a n ists  who a r e  a t h e i s t s  and s o c i a l 

i s t s ,  and th e  w e lf a r e  "bums" who w i l l  n o t  w o r k .^  Then F a l w e l l ,  by 

n o t - s o - s u b t l e  in n u en d o , c o n t r a s t s  t h e s e  p e r so n s  who a r e  l i v i n g  im m oral 

l i v e s  w ith  th e  M oral M a jo r i ty .

A m erica d o es  have a b r ig h t  fu t u r e  when you  c o n s id e r  t h a t  th e r e  
a r e  1 0 8 ,0 0 0  B i b l e - b e l i e v i n g ,  s o u l- w in n in g ,  l o c a l  ch u rch es  in  
A m erica ( t h a t ' s  a th ir d  o f  th em , o f  a l l  th e r e  a r e ) ,  when you  
b e l i e v e  and r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e r e  a re  g o in g  to  be more C h r is t ia n  
s c h o o ls  in  1992 . . . th an  th e r e  a r e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  t h a t ' s  
w here th e  le a d e r s h ip  i s  g o in g  t o  come from . Thank God f o r  you  
s c h o o l  m a sters  and you  p a s to r s  and you  p a r e n ts  who pay ta x
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money t o  e d u c a te  your k id s  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  b u t in s t e a d  put 
them in  p r iv a t e  s c h o o ls  and pay t u i t i o n  t h e r e . God b l e s s  you  
f o r  d o u b le  t a x a t io n ;  y o u 'r e  d o in g  th e  r i g h t  t h in g .

F a lw e l l  c o n c lu d e s  t h i s  p a ssa g e  in  th e  K entucky r a l l y  by p a ra 

p h r a s in g  P ro v erb s  1 4 :3 4 ,  " R igh t l i v i n g  e x a l t s  a n a t io n ;  s i n  i s  a 

r ep ro a c h  t o  any n a t io n ."  The c o n t r a s t  i s  b e tw een  good and e v i l ;  th e r e  

a r e  th o s e  who a r e  r i g h t  and th o s e  who a r e  s i n n e r s .  T h ere a r e  t h o s e  

who e x a l t  a n a t io n  and th o s e  who a r e  a r ep ro a c h  to  i t .  T h ere i s  th e

d e f i n i t e  c o n t r a s t  b etw een  "w e," F a lw e l l  and F u n d a m e n ta lis t s ,  and th e

73im p lie d  " you ,"  " p erso n s  who a r e  l i v i n g  im m oral l i f e s t y l e s . "  Those  

p e r so n s  and groups who a r e  n o t  b e l i e v i n g  and p r a c t i c in g  B i b l i c a l  m o ra l

i t y ,  a s  F a lw e l l  and F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  in t e r p r e t  i t ,  a r e  s i n n e r s ,  a 

rep ro a c h  t o  th e  n a t io n ,  e v i l ,  a n t i - g o o d ,  o r  a n t i-G o d .

Of th o se  p e r so n s  who "have b een  u n w i t t in g ly  in v o lv e d  in  an  

a b o r t io n  or a b o r t io n s ,"  F a lw e l l  s a i d ,  " I  r e p u d ia te  t h a t  a s  im m o r a lity ,

a s  th e  ta k in g  o f  human l i f e , "  and " th e y  n eed  t o  g e t  G od's f o r g iv e -

,,74n e s s  ."

Of th o s e  p e r so n s  in v o lv e d  in  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  F a lw e l l  sa y s:

The f a c t  i s  th a t  God A lm ig h t ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  h u sb a n d -w ife  r e l a 
t io n s h ip  and . . . God c a l l e d  any o th e r  k in d  o f  s e x u a l  l i f e s t y l e  
as p e r v e r te d  . . . we have an  o b l ig a t i o n  in  our c o u n tr y  t o  obey  
th e  s c r ip t u r e s  . The B ib le  c l e a r l y  te a c h e s  t h a t  s e x  i s  h o n o ra b le  
o n ly  i n  m a r r ia g e . P r e - m a r i t a l ,  e x t r a - m a r i t a l  s e x  a r e  n o t  a l 
low ed in  a c i v i l i z e d  s o c i e t y . ^5

The p o in t  i s  n o t  w h e th e r  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o u t s id e  o f  m a rr ia g e  a re

r i g h t  o r  wrong b u t th a t  F a lw e l l  d e p ic t s  th o se  who b e l i e v e  i t  i s  m o r a lly

p e r m is s ib le  a s  im m oral o r  e v i l  p e r so n s  who a r e  a rep ro a c h  t o  A m erica .

F a lw e l l  makes i t  a m a tte r  o f  good v e r s u s  e v i l .

Even th e  i s s u e  o f  I s r a e l  i s  made a m a tte r  o f  good v e r s u s  e v i l .

F a lw e l l  s a i d ,  " T h e r e 's  no way to  b e  n e u t r a l  a b o u t I s r a e l .  Y o u 're  
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e i t h e r  f o r  God or a g a in s t  God; y o u 'r e  e i t h e r  f o r  I s r a e l  or y o u 'r e  

76a g a in s t  I s r a e l . "  A ls o ,  F a lw e l l  made b e in g  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  v o te  a m at

t e r  o f  good  v e r s u s  e v i l .  "A C h r is t ia n  who i s  n o t  r e g i s t e r e d  to  v o te  

i s  ou t o f  th e  w i l l  o f  God . . . you  a r e  p a r t  o f  th e  prob lem  [ t h e  e v i l ]  

n o t  th e  s o l u t i o n . " ^

"And th e  a n t i - m i l i t a r y  p e o p le  in  ou r c o u n tr y  and t h o s e  who a r e

a g a in s t  s u p e r io r  n a t io n a l  d e fe n s e  and th o s e  who b e r a te  ou r men o f  th e
78

armed s e r v i c e s  . . . a r e  a v e r y  m in u te g ro u p ,"  F a lw e l l  s a y s ,  im p ly in g  

t h a t  th e y  a r e  a rep ro a ch  t o  th e  n a t io n  and t h e r e f o r e  e v i l .  On th e  

o th e r  h a n d , he a d d ed , "The v a s t  m a jo r ity  [ t h e  m oral m a jo r ity ]  o f  A m eri

can s s t i l l  b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  m i l i t a r y  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica

79h as a lw a y s b een  th e  b e s t ."  T h ese  a r e  th e  good C h r is t ia n s  and A m eri

can s .

F a l w e l l ,  a t  th e  S ou th  D akota r a l l y ,  s t a t e d  e x p l i c i t l y  th a t

b e in g  p ro-A m erican  i s  good and b e in g  a n t i-A m e r ic a n  i s  e v i l  or  a n ti-G o d :

B ut r i g h t  now, w e 'r e  g o in g  t o  do so m eth in g  t h a t  I  f e e l  ou gh t to  
be done a b o u t on ce  a day in  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  e v e r y  A m erican .
When I  was in  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l ,  th o s e  w o n d e r fu l y e a r s  back  in  
V ir g i n i a ,  i t  was l e g a l  t o  rea d  th e  B ib le  and h ave p r a y e r  a t  
th a t  tim e  in  our p u b l ic  s c h o o l s .  I  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i t  e v e r  h u r t 
in g  m e. I  w a s n 't  a C h r is t ia n  a t  th e  t im e ,  I  d i d n ' t  ev en  own 
a B i b l e .  My daddy was n e v e r  i n s i d e  a ch u rch  in  h i s  l i f e ;  h i s  
dad was an a t h e i s t .  So i f  anybody in  th e  s c h o o l  had o b je c te d  
to  B ib le  r e a d in g  and p r a y e r , I  su p p o se  i t  w o u ld 'v e  b een  my 
f a m i ly .  But i t  happened t o  be th e  o n ly  c o n t a c t  I  had w ith  God, 
w ith  th e  B ib l e ,  w ith  th e  s c r i p t u r e s ,  w ith  d e c e n c y , a n d , a s  I  
r e c a l l ,  th e  p r in c ip a l  o f  th e  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l ,  who i s  s t i l l  
l i v i n g  and v e r y ,  v e r y  o l d ,  I  saw him  j u s t  th e  o th e r  d a y , he  
made th e  f i r s t  to u ch  in  my l i f e  a s  a p u b l ic  s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l .
He made me aw are t h a t  th e r e  was a God i n  h e a v e n . And we san g  
hym ns, and th e  o n ly  hymns I  knew I  le a r n e d  i n  a p u b l ic  s c h o o l  
room , in  a p u b l ic  s c h o o l  c h a p e l .  And a l s o  e v e r y  d a y , I'm  n o t  
su r e  j u s t  w hat . . . w h e th er  t h a t  was h a p p en in g  in  a l l  th e  
s c h o o ls  b u t in  our s c h o o l ,  e v e r y  day we p le d g e d  a l l e g i a n c e  to  
th e  f l a g .  We th o u g h t i t  was th e  r i g h t  t h in g  to  do and d u r in g  
W orld War I I  d a y s ,  ahhh I  t e l l  you  p a t r io t i s m  was ru n n in g  h ig h .
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S om eth in g  h as happened in  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  so m eth in g  t h a t  i s  u n fo r tu 
n a te  to  ou r c o u n tr y ,  so m eth in g  t h a t  we r e g r e t  d e e p ly .  W e've a l 
low ed th e  n a t io n a l  m edia t o  p u b l i c i z e  a l i t t l e  h a n d fu l o f  a n t i -  
A m erican , a n ti-G o d  d i s s i d e n t s  t o  th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  p a t r io t i s m  i s  
no lo n g e r  p o p u la r . B ut i t  i s  among good p e o p le .  I'm  s t i l l  proud  
t o  be an A m erican , and th a t  f l a g  s t i l l  means so m eth in g  t o  m e.8 *-*

The a r c h ty p e  o f  good v e r s u s  e v i l  among modern F u n d a m e n ta lis ts

i s  C h r i s t ia n i t y  v e r s u s  Communism. C labaugh  s a y s  F u n d a m e n ta lis t s ,  a s

B i l l y  Graham s a id  in  th e  1 9 5 0 s , " s u s p e c t  th a t  th e  sp rea d  o f  Communism

81was th e  work o f  S a ta n ."  C labaugh  adds t h a t  " s in c e  Communism i s  a

t o o l  o f  th e  D e v i l  i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  th e  c u n n in g , b a s e n e s s ,  and d i a b o l i c

n a tu r e  o f  t h i s  c o n s p ir a c y  [b e tw e e n  S a ta n  and Communism] f a r  s u r p a s s e s

norm al human a b i l i t y .  O nly S a ta n  . . . can  a c c o u n t f o r  th e  e v i l  [ o f

82Communism] t h a t  i s  so  o b v io u s ly  abroad  in  th e  la n d ."  C albaugh a t t r i 

b u te s  su ch  th in k in g  t o  r e c e n t  r a d ic a l  r i g h t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t s ,

83B i l l  James H a rg is  and C arl M c In ty r e .

C o n cern in g  Communism, F a lw e l l  f o l l o w s  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e s e

fo rm er , p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  F u n d a m e n ta lis t s .  F a lw e l l  s e e s  Communism a s

th e  u l t im a t e  e v i l  l in e d  up a g a in s t  th e  good  o f  C h r i s t ia n i t y :

J e su s  r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  ch u rch  a s  th e  s a l t  o f  th e  e a r t h ,  th e  p r e s 
e r v a t iv e  th a t  p r e v e n ts  s p o i l i n g .  And we have w atch ed  th a t  ch u rch  
f o r  two m i l l e n i a  m arch in g  onward a g a in s t  g r e a t  o p p o s i t io n .  There  
was a tim e  when th e y  burned  our le a d e r s  a t  th e  s t a k e  a s  h e r e t i c s .  
T hat s t i l l  happens t o d a y . The ch u rch  i s  s t i l l  b e in g  m artyred  and  
h a r a s se d  in  Communist c o u n t r i e s .  Some o f  our p e o p le  j u s t  came 
back  from  Romania and Y u g o s la v ia ,  and th e  s a i n t s  th e r e  a r e  g o in g  
th ro u g h  t e r r i b l e  p e r s e c u t io n .  T hat s t i l l  happens in  C h in a , w here 
a b i l l i o n  p e o p le  l i v e ,  and in  Red R u s s ia .  I t ' s  h a p p en in g  a l l  o v e r  
th e  e n s la v e d  w orld  to d a y . And i f  th e  Communists e v e r  o v erru n  
A m erica , I ' l l  t e l l  you  w hose h ead s go f i r s t .  I f  you  C h r is t ia n  
le a d e r s  d o n 't  know i t ,  you  ou gh t to  know it .® ^

F a lw e l l  i d e n t i f i e d  " th e  th r e a t  o f  Communism" and th e  " th r e a t  o f

d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  th e  fa m ily "  a s  " th e  two b ig g e s t  t h r e a t s  to  our s u r v iv a l

u85 t o d a y ."

213



www.manaraa.com

F a lw e l l  i s  r e f e r r in g  t o  th e  in t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist c o n s p ir a c y  

b u t a l s o ,  by im p l i c a t io n ,  to  th e  h u m a n ists  in  A m erica . F o llo w in g  

F a l w e l l ' s  l i n e  o f  argu m en t, th e  h u m a n is ts , l i k e  G o d le ss  C om m unists, 

a r e  am oral in  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  th e y  r e j e c t  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y .  The u l t i 

m ate g o a l  o f  a t h e i s t i c  a m o r a l, im m oral humanism i s  one w o rld  s o c ia l i s m  

w h ich  F a lw e l l  w ould  s e e  a s  a l s o  th e  aim  o f  in t e r n a t i o n a l  Communism.

We may i n f e r  from  F a l w e l l ' s  argum ent t h a t  humanism i s  th e  

A m erican v e r s io n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communism, an e v i l  o f  th e  same k in d ,  

a g a in s t  w h ich  th e  f o r c e s  o f  g o o d , i . e . ,  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  or  B ib le -  

b e l i e v i n g  C h r i s t ia n s ,  m ust f i g h t .  The b a t t le g r o u n d s  b etw een  th e  e v i l  

and th e  g o o d , b etw een  Communism-humanism and C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  a r e  m o s t ly  

s e x u a l ly - o r i e n t e d  m oral i s s u e s .  I t  seem s i r o n i c ,  somehow, t h a t  th e  

war f o r  th e  s u r v iv a l  o f  th e  w o r ld  w ould be fo u g h t  o v e r  th e  s e x u a l  m ores 

and m o r a l i ty  o f  a few  r a th e r  th a n  j u s t i c e ,  l i b e r t y  and e q u a l i t y  f o r  a l l .

T here can  b e no d ou b t t h a t  F a lw e l l  v ie w s  humanism in  much th e  

same way he v ie w s  C o m m u n ism --h ea th en is tic  and a n t i-G o d . The r e a l  p rob 

lem o f  A m erica , h e  s a i d ,  i s  t h a t :

God A lm ig h t ly  i s  t i r e d  o f  a n a t io n  th a t  has f o r g o t t e n  him  and 
t h a t  h as moved away from  th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  G odly p r i n c i p l e s  w hich  
has p r e s e n te d  to  t h i s  w o r ld  th e  g r e a t e s t  s o c i e t y  in  human h i s t o r y ,  
t h a t  has moved in t o  humanism and in t o  h e a th e n ism , in t o  w id e  open  
s i n f u l n e s s . And God i s  p u sh in g  th e  p a n ic  b u t to n  and c u t t i n g  o f f  
th e  s p ig o t  w here i t ' s  h u r t in g  us th e  m o st . And I  s a y  t o  you  th a t  
i f  t h i s  n a t io n  g e t s  r i g h t  w ith  God th e r e  w i l l  be a d eq u a te  en erg y  
f o r  w h a te v e r  our n e e d s  a r e .  I  d o n 't  b e l i e v e  th a t  th e r e  i s  a 
s h o r t a g e .  I 'm  n o t  h e r e  to  blam e th e  p a r ty  t h a t  i s  r e s p o n s i b le .
I 'm  h e r e  t o  s a y  t h a t  God h as tu rn ed  o f f  th e  f a u c e t  and t h a t ,  when 
we g e t  r i g h t  a s  a n a t io n ,  H e ' l l  tu r n  i t  r i g h t  back  on a g a in .

W hat's happened t o  th e  A m erican d o l la r ?  I t ' s  among th e  th r e e  
w o r s t  c u r r e n c ie s  in  th e  w orld  to d a y . The A m erican  d o l l a r ,  w e l l  
I  can remember g o in g  a b ro a d , you  ta k e  a d o l l a r  o u t  and e v e r y 
body w ould  lo o k  t h a t  way; th e y  w anted  t h a t  A m erican d o l l a r .
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T hat i s n ' t  tr u e  to d a y . I f  you th in k  th a t  i t  i s ,  you h a v e n 't  b een  
a b r o a d . The f a c t  i s  t h a t  nobody w an ts t h a t  d o l l a r  anym ore.

How come we a r e  in  a p e r io d  o f  u n c o n t r o l la b le  i n f l a t i o n  and a tim e  
o f  econ om ic d e p r e s s io n  . . . s im u lta n e o u s ly ?  They c a l l  i t  s t a g 
f l a t i o n  and t h e r e ' s  no known c u r e  f o r  i t .  W hatever h e lp s  th e  one 
h in d e r s  th e  o th e r  and v i c e  v e r s a .  So we d o n 't  know how to  cu re  
i t .  How come we have th a t  problem ? W e've n e v e r  had i t  b e f o r e .  
W e ll ,  i t ' s  th e  D em o cra ts , th e  R e p u b lic a n s .  N o, God A lm ig h ty , has  
pushed th e  p a n ic  b u t to n .  And He knows how to  g e t  us down on ou r  
k n e e s .^6

A u th o r ita r ia n is m  a s  a M ethod in  F a l w e l l ' s  S t y l e . In  The Funda

m e n t a l i s t  Phenom enon. F a lw e l l  a c c e p t s  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " a u th o r ita r ia n -

87 'ism " a s  " b e l ie v in g  o n e s e l f  t o  be r i g h t ,"  w ith  th e  im p l i c a t io n  th a t

e v e r y o n e  who d o es  n o t  a g r e e  i s  w ron g . I t  i s  ack n ow led ged  t h a t  su ch  an

ap p roach  c a u s e s  "many" members o f  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  ch u rch es  to  r e b e l  and

le a v e  th e  ch u rch es  in  th e  same way t h a t  " th e  o v e r ly  a u t h o r i t a r ia n
88

p a r e n t  [m ay] p rod u ce r e b e l l i o u s  c h i l d r e n ."  Such a phenomenon in  Fun

d a m e n ta l is t  ch u rch es  may e x p la in  some o f  th e  r e s i s t a n c e ,  ev en  r e b e l 

l i o n ,  t o  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . I f  " tr u e  b e l i e v e r s "  in  Funda

m e n t a l i s t  c h u rch es  r e b e l  a t  su ch  an ap p roach  b y  t h e i r  p r e a c h e r s ,  how 

much more l i k e l y  th o s e  who a r e  n o t  b e l i e v e r s  w ould  r e b e l  a t  a u t h o r i t a r 

ia n  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . A u th o r ita r ia n is m  i s  an ap p roach  c a r r ie d  by 

F a lw e l l  from  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  p r e a c h in g  in t o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g .

S e v e r a l  exam p les may b o th  e x p la in  and d em o n str a te  th e  a u t h o r i 

ta r ia n is m  th a t  p ervad ed  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  a t  th e  " I  Love 

A m erica" r a l l i e s  .

The S ou th  C a r o lin a  r a l l y  i s  su ch  an ex a m p le . A t th a t  r a l l y ,  

F a lw e l l  s a i d ,  "We . . . pay t r i b u t e  t o  th e  f l a g ,  'O ld G lo r y ,'  th e  r e d ,  

w h i t e ,  and b lu e .  T here w ere d a y s ,  you  and I  rem em ber, when p a t r io t i s m
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was p o p u la r . I t  s t i l l  i s  among C h r is t ia n s  and G o d -fe a r in g  p e o p le ."

One o r  two in f e r e n c e s  can be drawn: (1 )  t h a t  p e o p le  who a r e  n o t  C h r is 

t i a n s  and G o d -fe a r in g  p e o p le  a r e  n o t  p a t r i o t i c  o r  (2 )  th a t  anyone who 

i s  n o t  p a t r i o t i c  i s  n o t  C h r is t ia n  o r  G o d -fe a r in g . In  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  he

i s  im p ly in g  th a t  "we" a r e  " r ig h t"  and "you" a r e  n o t .

A n oth er  exam ple i s  h i s  p o s i t i o n  on  le a d e r s h ip  in  A m erica .

The p rob lem  in  A m erica  to d a y  i s  n o t  p e o p le ;  th e  p rob lem  i s  th e  
l e a d e r s h ip .  We h ave  lo n g  s in c e  l o s t  th e  co u ra g e  o f  a  P r e s id e n t  
S ad at who runs h i s  own c o u n tr y  and t e l l s  th e  I r a n ia n  lu n a t ic  
and o th e r  i d i o t s  w here to  hang i t .  The U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica  
n eed s  th a t  k in d  o f  l e a d e r s h ip .  And I  s a y ,  i f  we c o u ld  have th a t  
k in d  o f  le a d e r s h ip  in  th e  W hite House and in  th e  c o n g r e s s ,  in  
our s t a t e  h o u s e s ,  men and women who a r e  n o t  a f r a id  to  s ta n d  
a g a in s t  w hat i s  w ro n g , t h a t  f l a g  c o u ld  s t i l l  mean th e  same
around th e  w o r ld  th a t  i t  o n ce  m e a n t . 90

He im p lie s  t h a t  good  le a d e r s  s ta n d  s t r o n g ly  f o r  r i g h t  and a g a in s t  wrong

and t h a t  a l l  o th e r s  a r e  lu n a t i c s  and i d i o t s .

S t i l l  a n o th e r  exam ple o f  F a l w e l l ' s  a u t h o r i t a r ia n is m  i s  h i s

c la im  th a t  he had t r a v e l l e d  2 5 0 ,0 0 0  m ile s  in  b o th  1979 and 1980 and

" pu t to g e th e r  7 0 ,0 0 0  p a s to r s  a lr e a d y  . . . n o t  a l l  B a p t i s t ,  some o f

them I  c a n ' t  even  pron ou nce w hat th e y  a r e ,  [w ho] a r e  p r o - l i f e ,  p ro -

f a m i ly ,  p r o -m o r a l, p ro -A m er ica n . T h a t 's  w hat a l l  good p e o p le  u sed  to

91b e  in  t h i s  c o u n tr y ."  The m ean in g , o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  th a t  a l l  who a r e  

n o t  p r o - l i f e ,  p r o - f a m ily ,  p r o -m o r a l, p ro -A m erica n , as th e  M oral M ajor

i t y  a r e ,  a r e  n o t  good p e o p le .

A ls o  F a lw e l l  c a r ic a t u r e s  c e r t a in  fam ous p e o p le  and grou p s as  

r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  wrong in  c o n t r a s t  to  h im s e l f  and h i s  f o l lo w e r s  whom 

he c h a r a c t e r i z e s ,  by im p l i c a t io n ,  a s  th e  a r c h ty p e  o f  r i g h t .  For exam

p l e ,  M a d e lin e  M urray O 'H are i s  a f a v o r i t e  t a r g e t  f o r  c a r i c a t u r e .  

" M ad elin e O'Hare and a l l  th e  G o d -h a ters  in  A m erica  s ta n d  t o g e t h e r ,"
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he s a i d .  "T his n a t io n  was b u i l t  b y  G o d -fe a r in g  p e o p le .  M a d elin e  O'Hare

d i d n ' t  h e lp  b u i ld  A m er ica . Her k in d  has n e v e r  h e lp e d  b u i l t  a n y th in g .

T h ey 'v e  to r n  down a l o t  o f  t h in g s ,  t h e y 'v e  n e v e r  b u i l t  a n y th in g .  And

th e  l i b e r a l s  and th e  s o c i a l i s t s  and th e  p in k ie s  around h a v e n 't  b u i l t

92
a n y th in g ;  th e y  j u s t  ta k e  away human r i g h t s  and fr e e d o m s ."

He a l s o  c a r i c a t u r e s  Hugh H efn er  and L arry  F ly n t  a s  th e  oppo

n e n ts  and th e  o p p o s i t e  o f  r i g h t .  "Nobody t a lk s  a b o u t th e  f a c t  th a t

Hugh H efn er  and L arry  F ly n t  and th e  o th e r  sm ut p e d d le r s  r a i s e d  $4 b i l -

93l i o n  l a s t  y e a r  to  w reck  and damn b oys and g i r l s ,  homes and f a m i l i e s ."

C o n c lu d in g  an a t t a c k  on  L ib e r a ls  who a r e  and have b een  in  co n 

t r o l  o f  th e  governm ent and have a llo w e d  us to  becom e " d e s p e r a te ly  

i n f e r i o r  to  th e  S o v ie t  U nion" m i l i t a r i l y ,  he s a id :

. . . when th e  B ib le  sa y s  a man who w i l l  n o t  c a r e  f o r  h i s  h o u se 
h o ld  i s  w o rse  than an i n f i d e l ,  i t ' s  e a s y  to  t r a n s p o s e  th a t  to  
sa y  t h a t  any governm ent t h a t  d o e s n ' t  c a r e  fo r  o r  p r o t e c t  i t s  
c i t i z e n r y  i s  w orse  than  an  i n f i d e l .  And we f in d  o u r s e lv e s  in  
t h a t  s t a n c e  t o d a y .94

The i n e v i t a b l e  in f e r e n c e  t o  b e drawn from  su ch  a s ta te m e n t  i s  

th a t  F a lw e l l  f e e l s  a s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a b o u t h i s  s t a n c e  f o r  a b u i ld -u p  

o f  th e  m i l i t a r y  and t h a t  a l l  who d is a g r e e  a r e  u n r ig h te o u s .

F a lw e l l  d e p ic t e d  th e  W hite House C o n fe r e n c e  on F a m i l ie s ,  and 

a l l  th o s e  who prom oted i t  and p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  i t ,  a s  w ron g . And, o f  

c o u r s e ,  th e  r e s u l t  i s  a p o r t r a i t  o f  h im s e l f  and h i s  M oral M a jo r ity  a s  

th e  cham pions o f  r i g h t  r id in g  to  th e  r e s c u e .  An exam ple i s  h i s  s t a t e 

ment a t  th e  S ou th  C a r o lin a  r a l l y :

When P r e s id e n t  C a r ter  was cam p aign in g  l a s t  t im e , he p rom ised  to  
sh o r e  up th e  fa m ily  . . .  to  h o ld  a c o n fe r e n c e  on th e  f a m i ly .
Four y e a r s  have p a sse d  and so  now i t ' s  f i n a l l y  becom ing a r e a l 
i t y ,  b u t . . . i t ' s  n o t  c a l l e d  th e  W hite House C o n feren ce  on th e  
F a m ily ; i t ' s  c a l l e d  th e  W hite House C o n fe ren ce  on F a m i l ie s ,
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p l u r a l .  The f o r t y - o n e  p e r so n s  who c o n t r o l  t h a t  c o n fe r e n c e ,  c a l l e d  
th e  N a t io n a l  A d v iso r y  C om m ittee , w ere a p p o in te d  by P r e s id e n t  C ar
t e r  and f o r t y  o f  them a r e  a n t i - t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  p e r s o n s ,  t h a t  
i s ,  th e y  fa v o r  h om osexu a l m a r r ia g e s ,  th e y  fa v o r  a b o r t io n  and o th e r  
a n t i - B i b l i c a l ,  im m oral p r i n c i p l e s .  O nly one o f  them , B arbara  
S m ith , a Mormon, i s  p r o - f a m ily .  T h a t 's  a lo a d ed  deck'.

And th e n  a c r o s s  th e  n a t io n  a s  th e  f i f t y  g o v e r n o r s , and I 'm  s o r r y  
t h a t  you r g o v ern o r  e l e c t e d  n o t  t o  a t t e n d  h e r e  to d a y . In  a lm o s t  
e v e r y  s t a t e  w e 'v e  had t h e  g o v ern o r  and m ost o f  th e  l e g i s l a t o r s .
I  r e a l i z e  th a t  th e  a sse m b ly  i s  n o t  in  s e s s i o n  b u t  we u s u a l ly  
h ave th e  g o v ern o r  anyhow b e c a u se  u s u a l ly  th e  g o v ern o r  i s  s ta n d 
in g  w ith  us on t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  and I  hope t h a t ' s  th e  c a s e  h e r e .
B ut I  w ould  s im p ly  sa y  t h i s ,  t h a t  I  am c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  fa m ily  
i s  th e  m ost v i t a l ,  th e  m ost im p o rta n t e n t i t y  in  A m erican  l i f e  
and s o c i e t y ,  and I  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  i f  A m erica  s u r v iv e s ,  th e  fa m ily  
mus t  s  u r v iv e .

I  w ould  l i k e  to  sa y  th e  governm ent has becom e th e  arch -en em y o f  
th e  f a m ily ,  and th e  W hite House C o n fe ren ce  on F a m il ie s  h as now 
begun t o  d e v e lo p  a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  f a m ily .  And I  q u o te ,  'Any 
two p e r so n s  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r . '  T h ink  t h a t  one o v er  and you  w i l l  
g e t  th e  id e a  o f  how p e r v e r te d  t h i s  c o n fe r e n c e  has becom e, s o  
p e r v e r te d  t h a t  i n  V ir g in ia  we had to  a lm o s t  ambush them , a s p i r i 
t u a l  am bush, in  o r d e r  to  g e t  our d e le g a t e s  e l e c t e d .  And we d id  
and now th e y  a r e  th in k in g  a b ou t g o in g  t o  c o u r t  to  d i s a l l o w  our  
d e le g a t e s  who w ere  e l e c t e d  by p o p u la r  v o t e .  The same th in g  hap
pened in  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  A r k a n sa s , a c r o s s  th e  n a t io n .  W e ll ,  a t  
th e  same t im e ,  th e  g o v ern o r  o f  Alabama f e l t  th a t  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  
t h a t  was com ing o u t o f  th e  W hite House C o n fe ren ce  on F a m il ie s  
was s o  a n t i - f a m i l y  and so  f o r e i g n  t o  w hat Alabama p e o p le  f e e l  
a b ou t th e  fa m ily  th a t  he w ith d rew  th e  s t a t e  o f  Alabama from  th e  
c o n f e r e n c e .  We w ere th e r e  two w eeks ago  when he d id  t h a t .  . . . 
Then th e  s t a t e  o f  I n d ia n a , by th e  g o v e r n o r 's  d e c i s i o n ,  d id  th e  
same t h in g .  And s t a t e  a f t e r  s t a t e  now, th e  g o v ern o rs  a r e  m aking  
d e c i s i o n s  now to  p o s s i b l y  w ith d raw  from  th e  c o n f e r e n c e .  What a 
tr a g e d y  th a t  th e  g o v e r n o r s  o f  th e  s t a t e s  h ave  t o  reb u k e th e  
P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  on su ch  a v i t a l  i s s u e  a s  th e  
f a m i ly .  And we h ave  found i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  co n d u ct a c o m p e t i t iv e  
c o n fe r e n c e  on th e  fa m ily  t h a t  w i l l  m eet in  th e  Long B each M unic
i p a l  A u d ito r iu m  w ith  1 2 ,0 0 0  p e o p le ,  J u ly  1 2 , th e  same day t h a t  
in  Los A n g e le s  th e  W hite H ouse C o n fe r e n c e  i s  h a v in g  i t s  c a p s to n e  
c o n c lu d in g  m e e tin g  w ith  2 ,0 0 0  p e o p le .  And w e 'r e  p la n n in g  on h av 
in g  m ost o f  th e  p e o p le ,  le a d e r s  o f  A m erica  who b e l i e v e  in  r i g h t  
and w ron g. What a tr a g e d y  th a t  th e  p e o p le  have to  s a y  on b e h a lf  
o f  th e  governm ent w hat i s  r i g h t  and f i g h t  th e  governm ent who i s  
su p p o sed  to  be our f r ie n d  and r e p r e s e n t  u s . ^

I n n a te  to  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  i s  th e  u n r ig h te o u s n e s s  

o f  h i s  a n t a g o n i s t s .  For ex a m p le , he c o n t r a s t s  h i s  own r ig h t e o u s n e s s
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w ith  th e  u n r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  th e  th r e e  t e l e v i s i o n  n e tw o r k s .

. . . a b o u t th e  t h r e e  m ajor n etw o rk s and th e  e x e c u t iv e s  who co n 
t r o l  th o s e  n e tw o rk s: th e y  have made a v i c i o u s  d e c i s i o n ,  o b v i 
o u s l y ,  t h a t  th e y  have no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  th e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  
th e  A m erican  p u b l i c .  T h e r e fo r e ,  th e y  h ave begun to  t o t a l l y  l e t  
a n y th in g  go in  p r im e - t im e . . . .9 6

He c o n t r a s t s  h i s  own r ig h t e o u s n e s s  w ith  th e  u n r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f

h o m o se x u a ls . In  a l i t e r a l  t i r a d e  o f  con d em n ation  a t  th e  S ou th  C a r o lin a

r a l l y ,  h e  eq u a ted  h om osexu a ls  w ith  bank r o b b e r s ,  c r i m in a l s ,  and  

97t h i e v e s .  "What y o u 'r e  d o in g  a c c o r d in g  t o  Romans 1 i s  r e p r o b a te ,"

h e  s a i d ,  " i s ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  O ld T e s ta m e n t, an  a b o m in a t io n . Even

98th e  a n im a ls  d o n 't  p r a c t i c e  i t . "  He compared h o m o se x u a lity  to  a

99c a n c e r  t h a t ' s  " w reck in g  and r u in in g "  l i v e s .  "And," he s a i d ,  " I  

w ant t o  t e l l  you  t h a t ,  i f  God d e s tr o y e d  Sodom and Gommorah b e c a u se  

o f  h o m o s e x u a l ity ,  A m erica n eed  n o t  th in k  th a t  s h e  i s  exem pt And

th e n , r e f e r r in g  t o  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  in  C on gress t h a t  w ould " e s t a b l i s h  

h om osexu a ls  a s  a b o n a f id e  m in o r ity  l i k e  B la c k s ,  l i k e  women, and l i k e  

H is p a n ic s ,"  F a lw e l l  d e c la r e d ,  "We C h r is t ia n s  a r e  a m in o r i t y .  B ut I  

w ant to  t e l l  you t h a t  one who h a s  d e c id e d  to  b e im m oral and r e p r o b a te  

[ i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  th e  m oral m a jo r ity ]  im m e d ia te ly  w a iv e s  a l l  r ig h t  to  

m in o r ity  s t a t u s  and [ i s ]  . . .  a law  b r e a k e r . . . .

He c o n t r a s t s  h i s  own r ig h t e o u s n e s s  w it h  th e  u n r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  

p o r n o g r a p h e r s . " I  s a y  L arry  F l y n t ' s  a phoney a s  a r e  a l l  o th e r  p orn og-  

ra p h ers  who c la im  to  be r e l i g i o u s  and s t i l l  c o n t in u e  in  t h e i r  e v i l  and

•  i  j  i . 1 0 2w ick ed  ways ."

He c o n t r a s t s  h i s  own r ig h t e o u s n e s s  w ith  th e  u n r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  

h u m a n is ts . S e c u la r  hum anism , h e s a y s ,  " is  n o th in g  more th an  g l o r i f i e d
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a th e is m  w hose prim ary  m essage  i s  a m o r a l i t y ,  n o th in g  i s  a b s o lu t e ly

• w  n 1 0 3r i g h t  o r  w rong ."

He c o n t r a s t s  h i s  own r ig h t e o u s n e s s  w ith  th e  u n r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f

w e lf a r e  r e c i p i e n t s .  "We b e l i e v e  i n  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  f o r  th e  aged  . . .

in  w e l f a r e  f o r  th o s e  who a r e  s i c k  or th o s e  who c a n n o t work b e c a u se  work

i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t ,"  h e a d d ed , " I  b e l i e v e  t h e r e ' s  a g r e a t  m u lt itu d e

o f  p r o f e s s io n a l  in d ig e n t s  ou t th e r e  who w ould  n o t  work in  a p ie  shop

e a t in g  th e  d o le s  o u t  o f  d o n u ts .  As P a u l s a i d ,  ' i f  th e y  w o n 't  w ork ,

104l e t  them go h u n g r y ." '

He c o n t r a s t s  h i s  own r ig h t e o u s n e s s  w ith  th e  u n r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f

a b o r t i o n i s t s .  " I f  w e 'r e  g o in g  to  have God in  th e  camp w ith  u s ,  w e 'v e

g o t  to  know th a t  a b o r t io n  i s  m u r d e r . T h e  im p l i c a t io n  i s  th a t  God 

i s  w ith  a n t i - a b o r t i o n i s t s  b e c a u se  th e y  a r e  r ig h t  and a g a in s t  th e  a b o r 

t i o n i s t s  b e c a u se  th e y  a r e  m u r d e r e r s .

I t  i s  im p o r ta n t to  remember (1 )  t h a t  F a lw e l l  b e l i e v e s  th e  

eco n o m ic , p o l i t i c a l ,  and s o c i a l  c a ta s t r o p h e s  a b o u t t o  e n g u lf  A m erica  

have b een  b rou gh t on by th e  u n r ig h te o u s n e s s  o f  th e  p e o p le  he has co n 

t r a s t e d  w ith  th e  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  and h im s e l f  a s  

t h e i r  l e a d e r ,  (2 ) t h a t  th e  r ig h t e o u s n e s s  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  and 

th e  r ig h te o u s  le a d e r s h ip  by him  and o th e r s  l i k e  him  w i l l  sa v e  us from  

th e  c a t a s t r o p h e ,  and (3 )  t h a t  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  b ased  on th e  

a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  B i b l e ,  i s  th e  a c t io n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e f f e c t  th e  s a l v a t i o n  

o f  th e  n a t io n .

A g g r e s s iv e n e s s  a s  a  Method in  F a lw e l l* s  S t y l e . In  ex a m in in g  h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  a t  th e  " I  L ove A m erica" r a l l i e s ,  one i s  r e a d i ly
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aw are o f  i t s  a g g r e s s iv e  n a t u r e .  M arty c a l l s  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  su ch  as

F a lw e l l  " b e l l i g e r e n t s "  who a r e  " s t r ik in g  out now in  r e se n tm e n t  and 

„106r a g e

B e l l ig e r e n c e  means "w aging w ar, c a r r y in g  on a war . . . i n 

c l in e d  to  or e x h i b i t i n g  a s s e r t i v e n e s s ,  h o s t i l i t y ,  t r u c u le n c e ,  o r  com

b a t iv e n e s s  . . . [ s u c h  . . . v e r b a l i z in g  a s  makes p e a c e f u l  a c t io n  more 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c h ie v e - - H .  A . O v e r s t r e e t ]  O th er term s f o r  t h i s

r h e t o r i c a l  phenomenon may be m i l i t a n t ,  c o n f r o n t a t io n a l ,  and p o le m ic a l .

T h ere i s  a  w h o le  body o f  l i t e r a t u r e  on m i l i t a n t  and c o n f r o n t a t io n a l

108r h e t o r i c ,  J e f f r e y  A u e r 's  The R h e to r ic  o f  Our T im e s . f o r  exam ple

P o le m ic a l r h e t o r i c ,  f o r  ex a m p le , may b e d e f in e d  a s  " th e  u se  o f  a g g r e s -

109s i v e  argum ent to  r e f u t e  e r r o r s  o f  d o c t r in e ."

H o fs ta d te r  o b s e r v e s  t h a t  th e  " q u a l i t i e s "  o f  th e  p a ra n o id  s t y l e

" ten d  t o  be o v e r h e a te d , o v e r s u s p i c io u s , o v e r a g g r e s s iv e , g r a n d io s e ,

and a p o c a ly p t ic  in  e x p r e s s io n "  a g a in s t  th e  c o n s p ir a c y  th e y  b e l i e v e  i s

110" d ir e c te d  a g a in s t  a n a t io n ,  a c u l t u r e ,  a way o f  l i f e .  . . ." When 

one c o n s id e r s  F a l w e l l ' s  p r o p e n s ity  f o r  th e  d e n u n c ia t io n  in h e r e n t  in  th e  

je r e m ia d  in  w hich  he was en gaged  and f o r  th e  in t im id a t io n  t h a t  i s s u e s  

from  h i s  c a t a s t a t i c  s t y l e  and adds th o se  q u a l i t i e s  d e s c r ib e d  by H o fsta d 

t e r  a s  common to  th e  p a ra n o id  s t y l e ,  th e n  one i s  n o t  s u r p r is e d  t h a t  

F a l w e l l ' s  s t y l e  i s  a g g r e s s iv e .  In  f a c t ,  one w ould  be s u r p r is e d  i f  the  

s t y l e  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  w ere n o t  a g g r e s s i v e .

In  l i g h t  o f  my own e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  fu n d a m e n ta l is t  B a p t i s t  

p r e a c h e r s ,  an a c c o u n t b y  F a lw e l l  o f  a d v ic e  g iv e n  t o  him  by an e l d e r ly  

p a s to r  i s  p o s s i b l y  more r e v e a l in g  th an  th e  u n i n i t i a t e d  c o u ld  r e a l i z e .
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He r e c a l l e d  th a t  a p r e a c h e r , a  m en tor who was " v e r y  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  to

h im ,"  u sed  t o  s a y ," 'F e l lo w s ,  i f  y o u 'r e  g o in g  t o  b e s u c c e s s f u l ,  k eep  a

f i g h t  g o in g  a l l  th e  t i m e . ' " ^ ^  The m entor to  young p r e a c h e r s  was

g iv in g  them  a d v ic e  a b o u t how to  " p a sto r "  a F u n d a m e n ta lis t  c h u r c h .

F a lw e l l  c o n fe s s e d  t h a t  " fu n d a m e n ta lis t s  l i k e  me w ere  ta u g h t  t o  f i g h t

112b e fo r e  we w ere ta u g h t  to  rea d  and w r i t e ."  F ig h t in g  i s  an e f f e c t i v e

m ethod among F u n d a m e n ta lis t s .  The m ethod d o es  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean a 

p a s to r  sh o u ld  k eep  a f i g h t  g o in g  among th e  members o f  h i s  own ch u rch , 

though  a t  t im es  i t  i s  e f f e c t i v e  t o  d iv id e  and c o n q u e r . I t  i s  a way to  

purge th e  ch u rch  and b u i ld  l o y a l  su p p o r t  among th e  rem a in in g  members 

f o r  h i s  m in i s t r y .

The m ethod i s  m ost e f f e c t i v e ,  h o w ev er , when t h e /p a s t o r  k eep s  

a f i g h t  g o in g  a g a in s t  some a c t i v i t y ,  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  i s s u e ,  o r  enemy o f  

th e  ch u r c h . I t  may be r e a l  or  c o n t r iv e d .  By s t a r t i n g  a f i g h t  a g a in s t  

some p e r c e iv e d  e v i l  and k e e p in g  i t  g o in g ,  th e  p a s to r  w i l l  w in  su p p o r t  

from  h i s  members e i t h e r  b e c a u se  i t  i s  a p o p u la r  s t a n c e  w ith  h i s  members 

or  b e c a u se  he i s  p e r s e c u te d  f o r  i t  and e l i c i t s  t h e i r  sym p ath y . W hether  

p e r c e iv e d  a s  a  h ero  or m artyr b y  h is  p e o p le ,  i t  i s  u s u a l ly  a n o - lo s e  

s i t u a t i o n  f o r  a p a s t o r .

F a lw e l l  had r e a so n s  t o  s t a r t  a f i g h t  o v e r  th e  i s s u e s . The i s 

su e s  th e m se lv e s  w ere r e a so n  en ou gh , he b e l i e v e d ,  b u t  a l s o  c o n tr o v e r s y  

i s  n ew sw o rth y . And c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s t a n c e s  on th e  n a t io n a l  i s s u e s  a r e  

w o rth y  o f  n a t io n a l  n ew s. B e in g  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  c o n f r o n t a t io n a l ,  a g g r e s 

s i v e ,  or b e l l i g e r e n t  became th e  s t y l e  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  on th e  

n a t io n a l  s c e n e .  F a lw e l l  h im s e l f  n o te d  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  su ch  a s t y l e  t o

h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  m eth od . S p ea k in g  a b o u t p e o p le  l i v i n g  on w e lfa r e ,  he s a id
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Now, I  know t h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  b u t t h a t ' s  my m id d le  
nam e. I f  i t ' s  im p o r ta n t , i t ' s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ;  i f  i t ' s  n o t  c o n tr o 
v e r s i a l ,  i t ' s  n o t  w orth  s a y in g .  The G o sp e l i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  
a lw a y s  h as b e e n . T h a t 's  why you  h a v e  s o  much o p p o s i t io n  to  i t .
The f a m ily  i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  Freedom  i s  c o n t r o v e r s ia l

A t th e  O hio r a l l y ,  F a lw e l l  e x p r e s s e d  p r id e  in  th e  a g g r e s s io n  o f

th e  ch u rch  in  p o l i t i c s .  "The ch u rch  o f  th e  l i v i n g  God h e r e  in  1 9 7 9 , a s

we p rep a re  t o  e n t e r  a new d e c a d e , a d eca d e  o f  d e s t in y ,"  he s a i d ,  " is

s tr o n g e r  and la r g e r  and m ore a g g r e s s iv e  th an  sh e h as b e e n  in  two m il -  

114l e n i a ."  Though i t  i s  d em o n str a b ly  tr u e  t h a t  th e  ch u rch  i s  n o t  more

a g g r e s s iv e  th an  e v e r ,  th e  p o in t  i s  t h a t  F a lw e l l  p ro u d ly  a p p ro v es  o f  

su ch  a s t y l e .

F a lw e l l  r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  a p p r o v a l a t  th e  S ou th  C a r o lin a  r a l l y :

" . . . . th e  tim e has come when e v e r y  C h r is t ia n  in  A m erica n eed s  t o  

be in form ed  on th e  i s s u e s  . . . to  be r e g i s t e r e d  to  v o t e ,  and to  be  

a g g r e s s iv e l y  in v o lv e d  in  c h a n g in g  A m erica f o r  th e  g o o d ." ^ '*  A t th e  

Iowa r a l l y ,  he a s k e d , "Do you  th in k  . . . t h a t  a b o r t io n  c o u ld  h ave  

rea ch ed  i t s  p r e s e n t  p r o p o r t io n s  . . .  i f  th e  ch u rch  w ere . . . v o c a l l y  

dem anding a m oral s ta n d a rd ? "  And "Do you  th in k  t h a t  th e  governm ent in  

W ashington  c o u ld  be m oving tow ard s th e  s a n c t io n in g  o f  h om osexual mar

r ia g e s  and c a l l i n g  t h a t  ' f a m i ly '  i f  th e  ch u rch  w ere v o c a l l y  and a g g r e s 

s i v e l y  dem anding a  s ta n d a r d  o f  m o r a l i t y  i n  t h i s  n a t io n ? "  H is answ er to

116b o th  q u e s t io n s  w a s , " I  d o n 't  th in k  s o l"

A t th e  M ich ig a n  r a l l y ,  f o r  ex a m p le , F a lw e l l  s a id :

I  s e e  th e  P r e s id e n t  [C a r te r ]  in s u la t e d  by a n t i - f a m i l y  p e o p le .
And I  s e e  th e  b u r e a u c r a t s ,  th o s e  f e l l o w s  and g a ls  who cra w led  
i n t o  th e  woodwork up t h e r e .  And i t ' s  th e  n a tu r e  o f  a b u r e a u c r a t  
t o  w ant to  c o n t r o l  e v e r y b o d y . They w ant to  run e v e r y th in g  th a t  
b r e a t h e s ,  and i t ' s  th e  n a tu r e  o f  a  B a p t i s t  p r e a c h e r  n o t  to  w ant 
t o  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  by an yb od y . And s o  you  h ave  an i r r e s i s t i b l e
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f o r c e  m e e tin g  an im m ovable o b j e c t  and so m eth in g  h as g o t  t o  g i v e .
So I ’m s a y in g  to  you  t h a t  w e 'r e  a t  th a t  p o in t  w here i t  i s  do o r  
d ie

A t th e  S ou th  C a r o lin a  r a l l y ,  h e  p rom ised :

I  b e l i e v e  ou r n a t io n  i s  w orth  s a v in g .  I ' v e  j u s t  a sk ed  God to  
h e lp  me d u r in g  t h i s  n e x t  y e a r  to  s t i r  up enough d u s t ,  g e t  enough  
f o lk s  mad o r  g la d ,  one o r  th e  o t h e r ,  t o  do so m eth in g  a b o u t i t .
The tim e f o r  n e u t r a l i t y  i s  o v e r .  The l i n e s  a r e  d r a w n . U S

The a g g r e s s iv e  s t y l e ,  th e  d o - o r - d ie  c o n f r o n t a t io n  b e tw een  th e  

i r r e s i s t i b l e  f o r c e  and th e  im m ovable o b j e c t ,  i s  c h a r a c t e r iz e d  by b e l l i g 

e r e n t  la n g u a g e . F or ex a m p le , th e  term  " f ig h t"  o c c u r s  a lm o st  r o u t in e l y  

in  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . A t th e  Iowa r a l l y ,  h e  s a i d ,  " I  have

b een  f i g h t i n g  [ t h e  E q u al R ig h ts  Amendment] a l l  o v e r  th e  n a t io n  w ith  a l l  

119my e f f o r t s . "  He t o ld  th e  New J e r s e y  r a l l y  t h a t  " w e've  j u s t  begun

t o  f ig h t "  th e  " v ery  s m a ll m in o r ity "  o f  L ib e r a ls  and h u m a n ists  who have

120b een  ru n n in g  t h i s  c o u n tr y  " r ig h t  in t o  th e  grou n d ."  " I'm  f i g h t i n g

hard f o r  v o lu n ta r y  p ra y er  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,"  h e  t o ld  th e  M ich ig a n  

121r a l l y .  He com p la in ed  to  th e  M ich ig a n  r a l l y  t h a t  we sh o u ld  n o t  "have

t o  f i g h t  our governm ent f o r  our f a m i ly .  We o u gh t to  b e f i g h t i n g  w ith

122them and th e y  w ith  u s ."  He s a id  a t  th e  South  C a r o lin a  r a l l y  th a t

"We ou gh t to  le a r n  how to  g e t  t o g e t h e r ,  f i g h t  to g e t h e r  now so  we can

123f i g h t  ea ch  o th e r  l a t e r . "  He t o ld  th e  N a t io n a l  A f f a i r s  B r i e f in g  th a t

" w e've  g o t  to  f i g h t  d u r in g  th e  1980s a s  n e v e r  b e fo r e  t o  g u a r a n te e  a
124

s u p e r io r  n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e ."  In  r e f e r r in g  to  a b o r t io n ,  he s a i d ,

"We a r e  n o t  preem pted  from  g o in g  in t o  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a ren a  and f i g h t i n g

125th e  b a t t l e  t h e r e .  As a m a tte r  o f  f a c t ,  w e 'r e  o b l ig a t e d  t o  do i t . "

O ther b e l l i g e r e n t  im agery  i s  p r e s e n t .  R e fe r r in g  to  th e  v e r b a l  

ex ch a n g es  w ith  M a d e lin e  M urray O 'H are, F a lw e l l  d e c la r e d  t h a t  " w e're  n o t
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in t o  a p e r s o n a l i t y  b a t t l e .  W e're o u t  t o  w in  th e  w ar f o r  th e  n a t io n .

126T h is  i s  a b a t t l e  o f  i s s u e s . . . S p ea k in g  t o  th e  M ich ig a n  r a l l y

a b o u t th e  ch u rch  "m arching onward a g a in s t  g r e a t  o p p o s i t io n ,"  F a lw e l l

em p h asized  t h a t  C h r is t ia n s  " are  a p a r t  o f  an army o f  m i l l i o n s ,"  s i x t y

to  s e v e n ty  m i l l i o n  C h r is t ia n s  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  "who b e l i e v e  in  th e

Lord J e su s  C h r is t ,"  s o - c a l l e d  "born a g a in "  C h r i s t ia n s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  a

127G a llu p  P o l l .  He t o ld  th e  F lo r id a  r a l l y ,  " w e've  d e c la r e d  war on th e

128baby k i l l i n g  in d u s t r y ."

One o f  th e  more a g g r e s s iv e  e le m e n ts  in  th e  argum ents and a p 

p e a ls  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  i s  h i s  p r o p e n s it y  fo r  name- 

c a l l i n g .  The names o f  th in g s  and p e o p le  w ere  im p o rta n t t o  him:

God s a i d ,  'Thou s h a l t  n o t  k i l l ' ;  we gave murder a new name:
a b o r t io n  k i l l s  m i l l i o n s  o f  b a b ie s  each  y e a r .  In  f a c t  we gave  
a l o t  o f  t h in g s  new n am es. What God c a l l s  d r u n k e n n e ss , we 
c a l l  a lc o h o l i s m ,  a  s o c i a l  d i s e a s e .  What God c a l l s  sodomy o r  
h o m o s e x u a l ity ,  we c a l l  Gay R ig h ts  o r  an a l t e r n a t i v e  l i f e s t y l e .
What God c a l l s  p e r v e r s io n ,  we c a l l  p orn ograp h y or a d u lt  e n t e r 
ta in m e n t . What God c a l l s  im m o r a lity , we c a l l  th e  new m o r a l i t y .  
What God c a l l s  c h e a t in g ,  we c a l l  abnorm al s o c i a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .1 2 9

In  some i n s t a n c e s ,  h i s  n a m e -c a l l in g  b o r d e r s  on b e in g  l i b e l o u s :

The M a d e lin e  M urray O 'H ares and th e  i n f i d e l s  and th e  i n - f o r - h e l l s  
who h a te  God and h a te  th e  ch u rch  a r e  e n jo y in g  th e  h ig h e s t  s t a n 
dard  o f  l i v i n g  th e  w orld  h as e v e r  known, b e c a u s e  th e y  l i v e  around  
a l o t  o f  s a l t  l i k e  you  and m e.-^O

The " s a l t "  F a lw e l l  r e f e r s  to  i s  from  J e s u s '  s ta t e m e n t ,  "Ye a re  

131th e  s a l t  o f  th e  e a r t h ."  F a lw e l l  r e p o r te d  t h a t  a r e p o r te r  from

A u s t in ,  T e x a s , c a l l e d  t o  t e l l  him  th a t  " M adeline s a id  a l o t  o f  bad

132th in g s "  a b ou t him  and a sk ed  i f  he w ould  " sa y  so m eth in g  ab ou t h e r ."

F a lw e l l  d e s c r ib e d  h i s  r e p ly :

I  s a id  'W e ll ,  I  d o n 't  th in k  s o . '  I'm  rem inded o f  my f r i e n d ,
D r. L in c o ln ,  th e  e i g h t y - y e a r - o ld  W est V ir g in ia  p r e a c h e r , who 
. . . t o ld  th e  s t o r y  a b o u t th e  hound dog and th e  skunk . . .
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p r e p a r in g  to  f i g h t .  The skunk and th e  hound dog w ere lo o k in g  
e y e b a l l  t o  e y e b a l l .  The skunk s a i d ,  'L e t ' s  g e t  w ith  i t . '  And 
th e  hound dog s a i d ,  ' S i r ,  I  th in k  I  can w hip th e e  b u t I  do n o t  
th in k  i t  w ould  be w orth  it . ' - * -33

F a lw e l l  c a l l e d  h o m o sex u a ls  by v a r io u s  nam es. F or ex a m p le , a t

th e  M ich ig a n  r a l l y ,  he c a l l e d  them s in n e r s ,  a c a n cer  on s o c i e t y ,  and

-  134  p e r v e r t s .

He c a l l e d  d r a f t  e v a d e r s  co w a rd s . " I  remember when I  was in  

e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  d u r in g  W orld War I I  . . . boys g o in g  down t o  th e  r e 

c r u itm e n t  o f f i c e  and l y i n g  a b ou t t h e i r  a g e  j u s t  to  d e fe n d  t h e i r  c o u n tr y

Today th e y  run to  Canada a s  cow ards . . .  t o  e s c a p e  t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l -  

135i t y . "  Though Hugh H efn er  and L arry  F ly n t  a r e  in  a l e g a l  in d u s t r y ,

1.36F a lw e l l  c a l l e d  them " c r im in a ls ."  He c a l l e d  h u m a n ists  " im m oral,

137a m o r a l, v u lg a r ,  p r o fa n e ."  W elfa re  r e c i p i e n t s  who c o u ld  work he

c a l l s  " p r o f e s s io n a l  b u m s." ^ ^

F a l w e l l ,  in  a v e r b a l  c a s t i g a t i o n  o f  L ib e r a l  S e n a to r  Edward

K ennedy, s a id  t h a t ,  b e c a u se  o f  C h a p p a q u id d ic , "he d i s q u a l i f i e d  h im s e l f

139to  be d o g -c a tc h e r  much l e s s  P r e s id e n t ."  And in  a s im i la r  k in d  o f

c a s t i g a t i o n  o f  f e m in i s t s  who su p p o r te d  th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment,

F a lw e l l  s a id  t h a t ,  i f  he d i d n ' t  know w hat th e  i s s u e s  w e r e ,

A l l  I  w ould  h ave  to  do i s  lo o k  a t  th o se  who c r e a te d  i t  and a r e  
p rom otin g  i t ,  p e o p le  l i k e  G lo r ia  S te in h em  and B e t ty  F r ie d e n  and 
B e l l a  Abzug and . . . o t h e r s ,  and I 'd  s a y ,  'My L ord , I 'm  a g a in s t  
w h a te v e r  i t  i s . . .  . I f  th o s e  l a d ie s  w ere  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  o f  
A m erican  womanhood, I'm  m oving t o  A u s t r a l i a . ' ^43

F a l w e l l ' s  s t y l e  a l s o  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a g g r e s s iv e  d e c l a r a t io n s .

H ere a r e  s e v e r a l  exam p les:

[ C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  a r e ]  h e r e  to  s t a y .  I f  anybody i s  g o in g  to  
l e a v e ,  i t ' s  n o t  g o in g  t o  be us.-*-4 -̂

A s l e e p i n g  g ia n t  in  A m erica i s  s ta n d in g  up , M oral A m er ica , and 
b e g in n in g  to  s a y ,  'w e 'v e  had e n o u g h . ' l4 ^
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[We] n eed  t o  s ta n d  up and s a y  to  Mr. C a r te r , t o  C o n g r e ss , t o  th e  
j u d i c i a r y ,  and a l l  f i f t y  s t a t e  h o u s e s ,  'W e're g o in g  to  r e tu r n  
t o  m oral s a n i t y ,  w ith  you  o r  w ith o u t  you,'-*-4 ^

And we a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  su b m it t o  th e  [E q u a l R ig h ts  Amend
m ent] .1 4 4

I  s a y  to  you  [ o f ]  th e  C h i ld r e n 's  R ig h ts  movement . . .  i f  you  
come a f t e r  our c h i ld r e n ,  you b e t t e r  come lo a d e d  f o r  b ea r  b e c a u se  
we own our c h i ld r e n  . . . [y o u ] a r e  n o t g o in g  t o  [ t a k e  our c h i l -  
r e n ] . 145

P r e a c h e r s , I  w ant t o  c h a l le n g e  you t o  c a l l  a sp ad e a s p a d e . I  
m ean, i f  h e l l  b u s t s  w id e  o p en , sa y  i t  l i k e  i t  i s .  I f  you r b e s t  
members g e t  up and w alk  o u t ,  sa y  i t  l i k e  i t  i s . ^ 4 ^

The s t a t e  n eed s  some N a th a n 's  to d a y  to  w a lk  in  and s a y ,  'Thou  
a r t  th e  man. Y o u 're  th e  one who i s  w ron g , and we w ant you  t o  
s t r a ig h t e n  up your a c t .  And i f  you c a n ' t  do i t ,  w e 'v e  g o t
enough f o lk s  o u t  th e r e  to  p u t som ebody in  you r c h a i r .  And we
w i l l  do i t . . . . 1*4 ?

I t  s t r e t c h e s  our c r e d u l i t y  to  th in k  t h a t  F a lw e l l  in n o c e n t ly  

em ployed su ch  e x c e s s e s  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  s t y l e .  T here a r e  to o  many such  

e x c e s s e s  in  e v e r y  sam ple o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  to  th in k  i t  was 

a c c i d e n t a l  o r  in c i d e n t a l  in  h i s  m eth od . R a th e r , i t  was a lm o s t  c e r t a in l j  

in t e n t i o n a l  i f  f o r  no o th e r  r e a so n  th a n  th e  f a c t  th a t  F a lw e l l  i s  a  

p r a c t i c a l  g e n iu s ,  a s  d e m o n str a ted  by h i s  s u c c e s s ,  in  m anaging and ma

n ip u la t in g  th e  p u b l i c .  He o b v io u s ly  a c c o m p lish e d  h i s  s u c c e s s  th rou gh  

th e  u se  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n  and te c h n o lo g y ,  b u t e q u a l ly  im p o rta n t i s  th e  

fo r c e  o f  h i s  p r e a c h in g .  F a lw e l l  u n d e rsto o d  w hat he was d o in g  r h e t o r 

i c a l l y  .

He rea ch ed  a p o in t  when he became c o n v in c e d  th a t  c e r t a in  c a t a s 

tro p h e  was im m inent in  A m erica . He f e l t  su ch  an u r g e n c y , t h a t  som e

th in g  m ust be done and t h a t  som eone m ust do so m e th in g , th a t  he becam e

a r o u se d  t o  sp eak  o u t a b o u t w hat h e  saw . H is s e n s e  o f  u rg en cy  was so
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g r e a t  th a t  h e  c a l c u la t e d  o n ly  e x c e p t io n a l  m ethods w ould  g e t  a t t e n t i o n  

and make a d i f f e r e n c e .

M ethods o f  R e a s o n in g . N ot o n ly  d id  F a l w e l l ' s  s t r a t e g i c  c o n c e p t  

o f  n e g a t iv is m  d e te r m in e  th e  n a tu r e  o f  h i s  s t y l e ,  i t  a l s o  a c c o u n ts  fo r  

t h e  n a tu r e  o f  h i s  r e a s o n in g .  W h ile  num erous exam ples o f  F a l w e l l ' s  

r e a s o n in g  in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  c o u ld  be d e a l t  w i t h ,  s u b s t i t u t i n g  

e m o tio n a l a p p e a ls  fo r  r e a s o n in g  fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  fo c u s  

on two exam p les o f  h i s  r e a s o n i n g - - i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  and s im p lis m .

I n c o n s i s t e n c y  as a Method in  F a lw e l l* s  R e a s o n in g . By i t s

n a tu r e ,  d e c l a r a t iv e  r h e t o r i c  w ould  ten d  t o  c o n t a in  more i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s

in  i t s  r e a s o n in g  th an  more d e l i b e r a t e  r h e t o r i c .  T here a r e  c o n s id e r a b le

i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  in  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g , some more b la t a n t

th a n  o t h e r s .  For ex a m p le , F a lw e l l  s a y s ,  on th e  one h an d , th a t  he h as

no r i g h t  to  u se  h i s  freedom  o f  s p e e c h  " to  l i b e l  o r  s la n d e r  so m eo n e 's  

148c h a r a c te r "  a n d , th e n , on th e  o th e r  h a n d , s la n d e r s  by name B e l la

A bzug, G lo r ia  S te in e m , Jane F on d a , B enjam in  S p ock , Edward K ennedy,

Hugh H e fn e r , L arry  F l y n t ,  and o t h e r s .  A ls o ,  he v ig o r o u s ly  d e n ie d  t h a t

h e or h is  M oral M a jo r ity  movement w ere in v o lv e d  in  th e  b an n in g  o f  books  

149a n yw h ere , y e t  he s a id  a t  th e  f i r s t  " I  L ove A m erica" r a l l y  in  Wash

in g t o n ,  D .C .,  th a t  a l l  p a r e n ts  sh o u ld  " r i s e  up in  arms to  l i t e r a l l y  

throw  o u t e v e r y  te x tb o o k  t h a t  d is h o n o r s  th e  home, th e  f a m ily ,  B ib le

M150m o r a lx ty . . . ."

Or fo r  ex a m p le , F a lw e l l  fou n ded  M oral M a jo r ity  a s  a s p e c i a l

i n t e r e s t  group to  b r in g  B i b l i c a l  m o r a li ty  back  i n t o  governm ent and

s o c i e t y ,  or a s  he s a y s ,  t o  b r in g  "m oral s a n ity "  b ack  to  A m erica , and
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y e t  he c o m p la in e d , "The prob lem  [ i n  A m erica] i s  t h a t  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t

„ 151groups run th e  c o u n tr y ."

A n o th er  exam ple i s  t h a t ,  a s  head  o f  M oral M a jo r ity ,  F a lw e l l

w a s , on th e  one h an d , t i r e l e s s l y  w ork in g  to  t e l l  th e  governm ent what

t o  do on su ch  i s s u e s  a s  a b o r t io n  and p r a y e r  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  w h i le ,

on th e  o th e r  h an d , he was s a y in g ,

We d o n 't  w ant th e  ch u rch es  t e l l i n g  th e  governm ent w hat to  d o .
We b e l i e v e  in  s e p a r a t io n  o f  ch u rch  and s t a t e .  I f  some r e l i g 
io u s  le a d e r s  w ere to  a tte m p t i n  t h i s  c o u n tr y  t o  do w hat th a t  
lu n a t ic  in  Ir a n  h as d o n e , th e  A y a to l la h  [K h o m e in i] , I  th in k  
you and I  w ould  be th e  o n es  s to p p in g  him b e c a u se  t h a t  i s  n o t  
what A m erica n e e d s .152

F u rth erm o re , F a lw e l l  d e c la r e d ,  " I  d o n ' t  know o f  a s i n g l e  r e l i 

g io u s  le a d e r  in  A m erica  w orth  h i s  s a l t  who i s  in t e r e s t e d  i n  d o in g  an y-

153th in g  b u t p r e a c h in g  th e  G osp el and m in is t e r in g  s p i r i t u a l l y . "  One

can  h a r d ly  e sc a p e  th e  in c o n s is t e n c y  b etw een  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  and h is  

p ro n o u n cem en ts .

F a lw e l l  d e n ie s  th a t  C h r is t ia n s  a r e  t r y in g  to  ta k e  o v e r  A m erica

as some m is in fo rm ed  p e o p le  t h in k .  " C h r is t ia n s  have n e v e r  t r i e d  t o  do

154t h a t ,"  he i n s i s t e d .  But t h a t  d o e s n ' t  sq u a re  w ith  th e  m ajor t h r u s t

o f  h i s  M oral M a jo r ity  a c t i v i t i e s - - t o  e l e c t  p e o p le  t o  p u b l ic  o f f i c e  who 

b e l i e v e  in  th e  B i b l i c a l  p r in c i p l e s  e sp o u se d  by M oral M a jo r i ty .  As he  

s a id :

E veryon e o f  th e  men and women ru n n in g  f o r  p u b l ic  o f f i c e  h as g o t  
to  m eet m in im al m oral s ta n d a r d s .  And when th e y  d o , we n eed  to  
s ta n d  w ith  them . And when th e y  d o n ' t ,  we n eed  to  s ta n d  a g a in s t
th e m .155

A t th e  S ou th  C a r o lin a  r a l l y :

I  do n o t  th in k  t h a t  e v e r y  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e r  n eed s  t o  be a b orn - 
a g a in  C h r is t ia n .  I  s im p ly  b e l i e v e  th a t  we n eed  men and women 
who b e l i e v e  in  B i b l i c a l  m oral p r in c i p l e s  . . .  we n eed  t o  f in d
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o u t f o r  su r e  w h eth er  th e y  a r e  [ c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  B i b l e - o r i e n t e d ] ,  
and i f  th e y  do n o t  m eet up to  m in im al m oral s ta n d a r d s ,  we n eed  
t o  p u t a l i t t l e  p r e s s u r e  on them [ t o  c h a n g e ] .  And i f  we c a n ’ t  
ch an ge th em , we n eed  to  sen d  them home f o r  go o d . And t h a t  a p 
p l i e s  t o  th e  W hite House . . .  t o  th e  C o n g r e ss , and . . .  t o  
e v e r y  s t a t e  h o u se  in  A m e r ic a .156

F a l w e l l ,  sp e a k in g  a t  th e  New H am pshire r a l l y ,  p le d g e d  t o  wage a 

cam paign a g a in s t  ’’th e  pornography in d u s t r y .” " T hey’r e  u p s e t ,"  he s a i d ,  

" b eca u se  th e y  s e e  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  in d u s tr y  g o in g  o u t  o f  b u s i 

n e s s .  I  s a y  th e  q u ic k e r  th e  b e t t e r . "  T hen , in  th e  n e x t  s e n t e n c e ,  he 

p r o t e s t e d ,  "W e're n o t  t r y in g  t o  i n h i b i t  a n y b o d y 's  c i v i l  r i g h t s  

T h is  th in k in g  i s  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  th a t  f r e e  e n t e r 

p r i s e  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  th e  n a t io n .

One o f  F a l w e l l ' s  prim ary com m itm ents i s  t o  th e  n a t io n  o f  I s r a e l .  

He a r g u e s ,  b a sed  on G e n e s is  1 2 : 3 ,  th a t  A m erican  w i l l  be b le s s e d  by God 

a s  lo n g  a s  we su p p o r t th e  n a t io n  o f  I s r a e l  and th a t  any n a t io n  n o t  su p 

p o r t in g  I s r a e l  w i l l  be c u r se d  by God. God c u r se d  H i t l e r ,  he s a y s ,

158" b e ca u se  he c u rsed  th e  J ew s ."  When one c o n s id e r s  F a l w e l l ' s  argum ent, 

t h a t  A m erica h as gone in t o  a "m oral t a i l s p i n "  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  20 o r  30 

y e a r s ,  i t  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  h i s  argum ent a b o u t I s r a e l  in  th a t  th e  

tim e in  w h ich  he s a y s  A m erica h as gone in t o  a m oral t a i l s p i n  i s  th e  

same p e r io d  in  w h ich  sh e  has sp o n so r e d  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  n a t io n  o f  

I s r a e l ,  h as su p p o r te d  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t, and p r o v id e d  i t s  econ om ic and  

p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y .  I f  God b l e s s e s  a  n a t io n  th a t  su p p o r ts  I s r a e l  and 

A m erica h as su p p o r te d  I s r a e l  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  20 t o  30 y e a r s ,  how d oes  

one a c c o u n t  f o r  our m oral t a i l s p i n  d u r in g  t h a t  same p e r io d ,  a  p e r io d  in  

w hich  God sh o u ld  have b le s s e d  us b e c a u se  we w ere  s u p p o r t in g  I s r a e l?
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A t th e  New J e r s e y  r a l l y ,  F a lw e l l  made th e  p o in t  t h a t  A m erica i s

p l u r a l i s t i c .  Even though  i t  was founded  on th e  J u d e o -C h r is t ia n  e t h i c ,

h e s a i d ,  "Am erica i s  a p l u r a l i s t i c  r e p u b l ic .  I t  i s  n o t  a  C h r is t ia n

r e p u b lic ;  i t  i s  n o t  a J e w ish  r e p u b l ic ;  i t  i s n ' t  a  M oslem n a t io n .  I t ' s

a p l u r a l i s t i c  r e p u b l ic  w ith  room fo r  e v e r y  A m erican no m a tter  w hat h i s

159or h er  s p i r i t u a l  c o n d it io n  may b e ."  A t th e  same r a l l y ,  F a lw e l l

d e c la r e d  t h a t  "Am erica i s  a  f r e e  p l u r a l i s t i c ,  d e m o c r a t ic  r e p u b l ic  w here

160e v e r y  A m erican  i s  e q u a l ly  im p o r ta n t ."  T hen, h e  r e c o u n te d  h i s  an sw er

t o  a q u e s t io n  ab o u t " th e  M o o n ie s ,"  a r e l i g i o u s  s e c t  headed  by R ev . Syung 

Moon:

W e ll ,  I  th in k  any group  t h a t  s e p a r a te s  young p e o p le  from  t h e i r  
p a r e n ts  i s  bad n ew s, b u t I  w ould  r a th e r  b e on th e  s id e  o f  l i b 
e r t y  and l e t  them  k eep  s e l l i n g  t h e i r  f lo w e r s  th a n  to  hamper th e  
f r e e  e x e r c i s e  o f  r e l i g i o n  in  t h i s  c o u n tr y  by an yb od y , b e c a u se  
I  th in k  th e  l i a b i l i t i e s  o u tw e ig h  th e  a s s e t s  when l i b e r t i e s  a r e  
s a c r i f i c e d  . ^ l

W hile  su ch  an argum ent may be a t t r a c t i v e ,  i t  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  

w ith  th e  o v e r a l l  ten d en cy  in  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  t o  c a l l  f o r  

a c t io n s  th a t  w ould r e s u l t  in  m oral m onism . H is a p p e a ls  f o r  th e  e l e c 

t i o n  o f  o n ly  th o se  c a n d id a te s  f o r  p u b l ic  o f f i c e  who l i v e  by th e  Funda

m e n t a l i s t  v e r s io n  o f  B i b l i c a l  p r in c i p l e s  a r e  a p p e a ls  f o r  m oral m onism . 

H is a p p e a ls  fo r  o n ly  f a m i ly - o r ie n t e d  t e l e v i s i o n  program m ing, c o n s i s t e n t  

w ith  and r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y ,  a r e  

a p p e a ls  f o r  m oral monism and le a v e  l i t t l e  room f o r  p lu r a l i s m .  Or, h e  

i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  in  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  he w ants freedom  f o r  r e l i g i o n ,  a l l  

r e l i g i o n s ,  b u t  n o t  f o r  o th e r  e n t i t i e s  o f  our s o c i e t y  su ch  a s  th e  e n t e r 

ta in m e n t in d u s t r y ,  p u b l i s h e r s ,  or  h om osexu a l c i t i z e n s .
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When F a lw e l l  c la im s  to  b e l i e v e  in  th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  ch u rch  and

s t a t e ,  p r o t e s t in g  t h a t  th e y  " d o n 't  ta k e  any ta x  d o l l a r s  to  run our  

162s c h o o ls ,"  th en  lo b b ie s  f o r  t u i t i o n  ta x  c r e d i t s  f o r  p e o p le  who sen d

163t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  to  p r iv a t e ,  p a r o c h ia l ,  o r  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l s ,  he i s  

i n c o n s i s t e n t .

In  l i g h t  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  argum ents f o r  m i l i t a r y  s u p e r io r i t y  o v er

th e  S o v ie t  U n io n , th e  f o l lo w in g  argum ent seem s i n c o n s i s t e n t :

You s a y ,  'What a b o u t th e  m i l i t a r y  b u ild -u p ?  What a b o u t th e  
S o v ie t s ?  Suppose th e y  lau n ch  a n u c le a r  a t t a c k ? 1 God c o u ld  
c a u se  them  to  b low  up on t h e i r  p a th s in  M oscow, s e l f - d e s t r u c t .
I f  our h e a r t s  a r e  r i g h t  w ith  God, b r o t h e r ,  i t  o n ly  ta k e s  a 
l i t t l e  band o f  th r e e  hundred to  w ip e  them a l l  o u t .  I f  ou r  
h e a r t s  a r e  r i g h t ,  and w e 'r e  on th e  L o r d 's  s i d e ,  i f  God be  
f o r  u s ,  who can  b e  a g a in s t  us? I  b e l i e v e  in  n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e .
A l l  th e  guns and bombs and a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  and n u c le a r  su bs
in  th e  w o r ld  ca n n o t p r o t e c t  us i f  w e 'r e  n o t  in  th e  w i l l  o f  God.
And we may be v e r y ,  v e r y  i n f e r i o r  t o  th e  S o v ie t  U n io n , b u t ,  i f  
w e 'r e  r i g h t  w ith  God and th e  f i r e s  o f  r e v i v a l  a r e  b u rn in g  h e r e ,  
a l l  th e  n u c le a r  w arheads th e  S o v ie t  U nion  c o u ld  m u ster  w ith  th e  
h e lp  o f  a b i l l i o n  C h in e se  c o u ld  n o t ta k e  th e  Keys o f  F l o r i d a . 164

F u rth erm o re , p a r t  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  a m i l i t a r y  b u i ld 

up by A m erica i s  t o  in s u r e  C h r is t ia n s  a b a se  and th e  freedom  to  p reach  

th e  G osp el o f  J e su s  C h r is t  t o  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w o r l d . O n e  may r e a 

s o n a b ly  a sk  i f  i t  i s  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  t o  a rg u e  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s u p e r io r i t y  

a s  th e  means to  m a in ta in  freedom  so  C h r is t ia n s  can  p rea ch  th e  G osp el 

o f  lo v e  and p eace?

A n o th er  in c o n s i s t e n c y  in  F a l w e l l ' s  argum ents and a p p ea ls  i s  

t h a t  h e and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  a r e  v ig o r o u s  s u p p o r te r s  o f  in d iv id u a l is m

F a l w e l l ,  f o r  ex a m p le , su p p o r ts  th e  work e t h i c  and demands th a t  p e o p le

166work r a th e r  th an  l i v e  o f f  w e l f a r e .  A ls o ,  he b e l i e v e s  th e  f r e e

167e n t e r p r i s e  sy s te m  i s  a G odly sy ste m  b a sed  in  th e  P r o v e r b s . The

w ork e t h i c  and th e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  s y s te m  are i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  i d e o l -
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o g ie s  . Y et th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t io n s  o f  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  

w ould  deny in d iv id u a l s  t h e i r  r i g h t s  in  m a tte r s  su ch  as a b o r t io n ,  

s e x u a l - o r i e n t e d  m a t e r i a l ,  t e l e v i s i o n  program m ing, and s e x u a l  l i f e s t y l e  

among o th e r  t h i n g s .

In  th e  same v e i n ,  F a lw e l l  i s  s i m i l a r l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  in  demand

in g  th a t  governm ent g e t  o u t and s t a y  o u t o f  p e o p le ' s  p r iv a t e  l i v e s  a n d , 

a t  th e  same t im e , lo b b y in g  f o r  la w s , p o l i c i e s ,  and r e g u l a t i o n s ,  even  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  am endm ents, t h a t  w ould  put governm ent in t o  p e o p le ' s  

p r iv a t e  l i v e s  and in t o  more a r e a s  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  th an  e v e r  b e f o r e ,  

t h e i r  s e x u a l  l i v e s  f o r  ex a m p le .

K enneth  Ray C onn ors, w r i t e r  and la y  t h e o lo g ia n ,  com p la in ed

th a t :

th e  r a d ic a l  r i g h t s  c r u s a d e r s  s e e k  to  r e s t r i c t  our c h a n n e ls  o f  
com m u n ication  by c e n s o r in g  a n y th in g  th e y  v ie w  a s  p o r n o g r a p h ic , 
d e p r iv e  women o f  eq u a l r i g h t s  by a p p r o v in g  th e  ERA, p r o h ib i t  
freedom  o f  c h o ic e  f o r  th e  t e r m in a t io n  o f  p r e g n a n c ie s ,  l i m i t  
th e  r i g h t s  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  and h a r a s s  a d u lt s  f o r  u n c o n v e n t io n a l  
s e x u a l  p r e f e r e n c e s . How in c o n s i s t e n t  i t  i s  t o  denounce th e  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on l i b e r t y  im posed by S o v ie t  b u r e a u c r a ts ,  th en  
. . . s e e k  to  r e s t r i c t  th e  p e r s o n a l l i b e r t i e s  o f  a l l  who, 
in  c o n s c ie n c e ,  ca n n o t a c c e p t  th e  im p o s it io n  o f  d o c t r in a ir e  
m oral o r  e t h i c a l  d i c t a t e s  .168

C ongressm an W a lter  E . F a u n tro y  p o in te d  o u t  a s u b t le  b u t  perh ap s

th e  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  in c o n s is t e n c y  o f  a l l :

I t  d i s t r e s s e s  me g r e a t l y  t h a t  M oral M a jo r ity  le a d e r s  a r e  p r e 
pared  to  d e c la r e  th e  good news t o  a poor m other th a t  h e r  f e t u s  
s h a l l  becom e a c h i ld ;  b u t th a t  when th e  c h i l d  i s  b o r n , th e y  
w i l l  o p p ose  fo o d  stam p program s to  fe e d  him  and a id  to  fam
i l i e s  o f  d ep en d en t c h i ld r e n ,  i f  h i s  m other n eed s  i t ;  t h a t  th e y  
w i l l  work to  d i v e r t  f e d e r a l  fu n ds from  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls - - w h ic h  
a r e  th e  poor c h i l d ' s  o n ly  hope f o r  a q u a l i t y  e d u c a t io n - - t o  
p r iv a t e  ch u rch  su p p o r te d  s c h o o ls  t h a t  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  d i s c r i m i 
n a te  a g a in s t  h im , i f  he i s  b la c k ;  t h a t  th e y  w i l l  work t o  cu t  
back  on human n eed s  program s l i k e  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r  th e  e l d e r l y  
and p o o r , h o u s in g  s u b s id i e s  f o r  th e  i l l - h o u s e d ,  and ta r g e te d  
jo b  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  th e  j o b le s s  . F u rth erm o re , th e  s a v in g s
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a f f e c t e d  by th e s e  c u tb a c k s ,  th e y  t e l l  u s ,  w ould  be d iv e r t e d  to  
m i l i t a r y  sp en d in g  and p r e p a r a t io n s  f o r  th a t  c h i ld  to  d i e  on a 
b a t t l e f i e l d ,  r a th e r  th an  in  h i s  m o th e r 's  womb, and t h a t  by no  
means sh o u ld  we a d o p t a S t r a t e g i c  Arms L im it a t io n  T r e a ty  
[SALT I I ] . 169

S im p lism  as a M ethod in  F a l w e l l ' s  R e a s o n in g . L ip s e t  h as d e 

f in e d  s im p lism  a s  " th e  unam biguous a s c r i p t i o n  o f  s i n g l e  c a u s e s  and

170rem e d ies  f o r  m u lt i f a c t o r e d  phenom ena." T h is ,  L ip s e t  s a y s ,  i s  one
171

o f  " th e  t y p i c a l  s t y l i s t i c  them es r ib b in g  th e  id e o lo g y  o f  extrem ism "

and c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  I  m igh t a d d , th e  r h e t o r i c  o f  ex tre m ism . " T his empha-

172
s i s ,  in  one form  o r  a n o th e r ,  p erv a d es  th e  m a t e r ia l ."  L ip s e t  c h a r a c 

t e r i z e s  su ch  th in k in g  a s  " h i s t o r i c a l  s im p lis m ."  A s c r ib in g  " s im p le  and 

s i n g l e  c a u s e s  t o  com p lex  human e v e n ts  ev o k es  th e  im age o f  e v e r y  h i s t o r 

i c a l  moment a s  v i r g i n a l .  . . . H is to r y  i s  a r e c o r d  o f  s in g u la r  e v e n t s ,  

r a th e r  th an  a p r o c e s s  in  w h ich  e v e n t s  in e x o r a b ly  a f f e c t  ea ch  o th e r ."

The p ro b lem , a s  L ip s e t  s e e s  i t ,  i s  t h a t ,  i n  the c h o ic e  b etw een  s im p l ic -

t i c  and com plex  a n sw e r s , we "must o p t w h o l ly  and s im p ly  f o r  one o r  th e

173o t h e r ,  and t h i s  i s  th e  burden  o f  much" o f  th e  e x t r e m is t  m a t e r ia l .

"There i s  . . .  a  s e n s e  o f  th e  m a g ic a l power o f  th e  word . . . th a t

j u s t  s a y in g  th e  r ig h t  t h in g ,  b e l i e v i n g  th e  r ig h t  t h in g ,  i s  th e  su b-

174s ta n c e  o f  v i c t o r y  and rem edy."

B la c k  a rg u es  t h a t  r h e t o r i c  " n ear  th e  ex trem e o f  in t e n s e  c o n v ic -

175t io n "  w i l l  " s im p l i f y  d i s c o u r s e ."  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  te n d f

to  p ro v e  B la c k 's  argu m en t. As a m a tte r  o f  c o n v ic t io n  and p r a c t i c a l

n e c e s s i t y ,  F a lw e l l  i s  com m itted  to  s i m p l i s t i c  r h e t o r i c .  A r a t io n a l e

i s  p r o v id e d  in  The F u n d a m e n ta lis t  Phenom enon:

One o f  th e  m ajor c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  New L e f t  i s  t h a t  F undam enta l
i s t s  ten d  to  g iv e  s i m p l i s t i c  a n sw ers to  th e  c o m p lic a te d  i s s u e s  o f
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s o c i e t y .  I t  i s  j u s t  a s  o b v io u s ,  h o w ev er , t h a t  l e f t - w i n g  E v a n g e l
i c a l s  g iv e  to o  c o m p lic a te d  an sw ers t o  th e  s im p le  q u e s t io n s  th a t  
s o c i e t y  i s  r e a l l y  a s k in g .  M ost h o n e s t  p a s to r s  and C h r is t ia n  
l a i t y  w it h in  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  fram ew ork a r e  t i r e d  o f  th e  p seu d o -  
i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m  o f  iv o r y - to w e r  E v a n g e l ic a l i s m . The common m e n ta l
i t y  o f  th e  e v a n g e l i c a l  l e f t  i s  t o  g iv e  su ch  e q u iv o c a te d  an sw ers  
to  any q u e s t io n s  t h a t  when i t s  members a r e  done sp e a k in g  t h e y 'v e  
r e a l l y  g iv e n  no an sw er a t  a l l I  A sk an  E v a n g e l ic a l  w h eth er  or  
n o t  he b e l i e v e s  th e r e  a r e  f la m e s  in  h e l l ,  and a f t e r  a  t h i r t y -  
m in u te p h i lo s o p h ic a l  r e c i t a t i o n  on th e  t h e o l o g i c a l  im p l ic a t io n s  
o f  e t e r n a l  r e t r i b u t i o n  in  l i g h t  o f  th e  i m p l i c i t  g o o d n ess  o f  God, 
you  w i l l  s t i l l  n o t  know w hat he r e a l l y  b e l i e v e s .

A sk a  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  w h eth er  he b e l i e v e s  th e r e  a r e  r e a l l y  fla m es  
in  h e l l  and he w i l l  s im p ly  s a y ,  'Y e s , and h o t  on es t o o '.1 T h is  
i s  why l e f t - w i n g  E v a n g e l ic a l i s m  h as f a i l e d  to  make any s u b s t a n t ia l  
u se  o f  th e  m ed ia . I t  ca n n o t e x p r e s s  i t s  t h e o lo g y  in  th e  c o n c r e te  
te r m in o lo g y  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  E n g l i s h .  The e n t i r e  movement i s  co n 
f in e d  t o  l i t e r a r y  a p p r o a c h e s , and w henever i t  h as  a tte m p te d  to  
make u s e  o f  r a d io  and t e l e v i s i o n  i t  has f a i l e d  m is e r a b ly .  A t th e  
same t im e , th e  r a d ic a l  r ig h t  o f  H yper-F undam entalism  s u f f e r s  on 
t e l e v i s i o n  b e c a u se  o f  th e  a b i l i t y  o f  th e  v ie w e r  to  ch an ge c h a n n e ls .  
I t s  a tte m p te d  in v a s io n  o f  th e  A m erican home i s  th w a rted  by an  
u l t r a - n e g a t i v i s t i c  a p p ro a ch . A ccustom ed t o  a c a p t iv e  a u d ie n c e  
w it h in  th e  l o c a l  ch u r c h , th e  H y p er -F u n d a m en ta lis t  ca n n o t s u r v iv e  
in  th e  open  m a r k e tp la c e s  o f  m odern-day A m erican com m u n ication  
m e d ia . -*-7°

An exam ple o f  th e  s im p lism  o f  F a lw e l l* s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  i s

h i s  s o l u t i o n  to  th e  prob lem  o f  p orn o g ra p h y , a s  he r e f e r s  t o  i t ,  on

t e l e v i s i o n .  H is  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  n etw ork s

i s  a d m ira b le  fo r  i t s  id e a l i s m  b u t im p r a c t ic a l  in  r e a l i t y  a s  e x e m p li f ie d

in  h i s  r e p ly  t o  an ABC T e l e v i s io n  e x e c u t iv e  a b ou t b rok en  homes and

h o m o se x u a lity  d o m in a tin g  prim e tim e program m ing:

You p e o p le  [ i n  t e l e v i s i o n ] ,  l i k e  us in  th e  m in i s t r y ,  a r e  l e a d e r s .
We h a v e  an o b l i g a t i o n  n o t  to  p r e s e n t  l i k e  th e  way i t  i s  b u t th e  
way i t  ou gh t to  b e .  W e're to  h e lp  p e o p le  up n o t  down. And 
y o u 'r e  h e lp in g  p e o p le  down. 177

And th e n  F a lw e l l  p rop osed  a s i m p l i s t i c  s o lu t io n :

I 'm  n o t  a d v o c a t in g  c e n s o r s h ip .  I 'm  t a lk in g  a b o u t s e n s i b l e  r e sp o n 
s i b i l i t y  in  k ey  p l a c e s .  I f  th e  e x e c u t iv e s  o f  a l l  th r e e  n etw ork s
d e c id e d ,  'We have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  th e  boys and g i r l s  o f  Amer
i c a ,  t o  th e  p u b l ic  o f  th e s e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  and w e 'r e  n o t  g o in g
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to  h ave any r is q u e  o r  d i r t y  t e l e v i s i o n  on our n e tw o r k s ,'  th en  th e  
sp o n so r s  w ould  have to  p u t w h a t 's  a v a i l a b l e ,  and th e y 'd  make j u s t  
a s  much money b e c a u se  t h e r e  w ould  b e no a l t e r n a t i v e  and th o s e  
r e s p o n s ib le  le a d e r s  o f  th e  n etw o rk s w ould  th en  do a s e r v i c e  to  
s o c i e t y  in s t e a d  o f  a d i s s e r v i c e  w h ich  th e y  a r e  d o in g .

F a l w e l l ' s  s o l u t i o n  f o r  th e  prob lem  o f  pornography in  p u b l ic a 

t io n s  su ch  as P la y b o y  and H u s t le r  m a g a zin es  i s  t o  "put th e  p orn ograp h -  

179e r s  in  j a i l , "  b u t th e  i s s u e  i s  more com plex  th an  t h a t .

B e s id e s  th e  prob lem s o f  t e l e v i s i o n ,  F a lw e l l  i s  co n cern ed  a b o u t

th e  prob lem s o f  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s .  S p ea k in g  a t  th e  M ich igan  r a l l y ,  h e  was

s i m p l i s t i c  t o  an ex trem e in  d e c la r in g  a s i n g l e  c a u se  f o r  "m ost" o f  th e

p rob lem s b e s ie g in g  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls :

In  1 9 6 2 , th e  Supreme C ourt k ic k e d  God o u t o f  p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n  in  
A m erica . And m ost o f  th e  d i s e a s e s  th a t  have c r e p t  in t o  th e  p u b l ic  
s c h o o ls  h ave  happened s in c e  t h e n .  Drug e p id e m ic s ,  m ora l p e r m is 
s i v e n e s s ,  acad em ic d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  a t o t a l  vacuum o f  d i s c i p l i n e - -  
a l l  o f  i t  has happened s in c e  God was k ic k e d  o u t  o f  p u b l ic  ed u ca 
t i o n .  What th e  Supreme C ourt r e a l l y  s a id  was t h i s :  'G od, we
d o n 't  want you  in  our e d u c a t io n a l  s y s t e m s .  We can  o p e r a te  w it h 
o u t  y o u . 1 When God l e a v e s ,  l i g h t  l e a v e s  . . . when l i g h t  l e a v e s ,  
d a rk n e ss  c r e e p s  i n ,  and th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  sy ste m  in  A m erica to d a y  
i s  a v ic t im  o f  th e  d a rk n ess  c r e a te d  by th e  a b se n c e  o f  A lm ig h ty
God. 180

Many o f  th e  problem s in  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  have em erged

s i n c e  th e  Supreme C ourt d e c i s i o n  on p ra y er  in  th e  s c h o o l s ,  b u t n o t

n e c e s s a r i l y  b e c a u se  o f  i t  a s  F a lw e l l  a r g u e s .  A t th e  South  C a r o lin a

r a l l y ,  he s a id  th a t  a l l  o f  th e s e  prob lem s or  " d is e a s e s "  in  th e  s c h o o ls

h ave  happened "b e c a u se  o f  th e  e x p u ls io n  o f  A lm ig h ty  God from  th e  a ren a

o f  e d u c a t io n  in  A m erica w here He had b een  an  i n v i t e d  g u e s t  f o r  th e

181f i r s t  180 y e a r s  o f  ou r n a t i o n ' s  e x i s t e n c e ."  Such an argum ent i s  

an o v e r - s i m p l i f i c a t i o n .

F a lw e l l  was s i m p l i s t i c  in  h i s  c o n c e p t io n  o f  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f

r e l i g i o n  on th e  Founding F a th e r s  and th e  fo r m a tio n  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s
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C o n s id e r , f o r  ex a m p le , t h i s  s c e n a r io  a t  th e  K entucky r a l l y :

We b e l i e v e  th a t  A m erica has b een  b le s s e d  beyond a l l  n a t io n s  in  
human h i s t o r y  b e c a u se  t o  a g r e a te r  d e g r e e  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  
A m erica has l i v e d  by th e  p r in c i p l e s  o f  t h i s  B ook . A l l  o f  our 
F ounding F a th e r s  w ere n o t  d e d ic a te d  C h r is t ia n s ;  some w ere d e i s t s .  
But a l l  o f  them w ere d e d ic a te d  to  B i b l i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  and were  
in f lu e n c e d  by th e  P u r ita n s  and th e  P i lg r im s ,  Jon ath an  Edw ards, 
I n c r e a s e  M ath er, John W e s le y , and G eorge W h it f ie ld  who p reach ed  
th e  g o s p e l  o f  G race up and down New E ngland and th e  E a s te r n  s e a 
board and t i e d  t o g e t h e r  w hat becam e th e  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e s  . . . 
and th e  d o cu m en ts, su ch  a s  th e  C o n s t i t u t io n ,  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  
In d e p e n d en ce , th e  B i l l  o f  R ig h t s ,  w ere a l l  p r o d u c ts  o f  th e  p h i l 
osop h y  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  th e  h e a r t s  o f  our F ounding F a th e r s  by th o s e  
g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  le a d e r s  who p u t t h i s  n a t io n  t o g e t h e r .

I t  i s  i r o n i c  t h a t  many o f  th e  F ound ing F a t h e r s ,  whom F a lw e l l  

p r a i s e s ,  may have b een  no more m o ra l, a c c o r d in g  to  th e  B i b l i c a l  m o ra l

i t y  o f  F u n d am en ta lism , th an  many o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e r s  o f  tod a y  

whom he d e n i g r a t e s .

F a l w e l l ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s ,  and G od's p r o v i

d en ce  in  them , i s  som etim es s i m p l i s t i c .

We, th rou gh  p r a y e r , can  p u t p r e s s u r e  on God . . . and when we put 
p r e s s u r e  on God . . .  He p u ts  p r e s s u r e  on th a t  k in g ' s  h e a r t .
And w h eth er  i t ' s  a B resh n ev o r  a C a r ter  . . .  He can  make him  
do w hat he d o e s n ' t  ev en  w ant to  d o . I  th in k  th e  in v a s io n  o f  
A fg h a n is ta n  i s  an exam ple o f  G od's p e o p le  p r a y in g  . . .  i f  th e  
S o v ie t  U nion  had n o t  in vad ed  A fg h a n is ta n , SALT I I  w ould  a lr e a d y  
be a f in i s h e d  f a c t .  I  b e l i e v e  God A lm ig h ty  a llo w e d  th e  I r a n ia n  
s i t u a t i o n  [ t o  s to p  SALT I I ] . . . .  At th e  same t im e , i f  th a t  
b eard ed  l u n a t i c  K hom eini and th o s e  s tu d e n t s  w ho, in  my o p in io n ,  
have n e v e r  s e e n  th e  i n s id e  o f  a s c h o o l  b u t a r e  PLO and KGB 
t r a in e d  a g e n t s ,  i f  th a t  had n o t  o c c u r r e d , Teddy Kennedy w ould  
have b een  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  and A m erica c o u ld n ' t  
h ave s to o d  t h a t .  . . . God u sed  t h a t  to  d i s c r e d i t  a man who 
has no r i g h t  to  be dog c a t c h e r ,  much l e s s  U .S . S e n a to r  b e c a u se

T O O
o f  h i s  m oral d e f a u l t  .-LO->

A cco rd in g  to  F a l w e l l ,  K hom eini and M a r x is t  young p e o p le  to o k

th e  f i f t y  A m ericans h o s ta g e  b e c a u se  th e y  knew th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  "would

184do n o th in g  a b o u t i t . "  "The r e a s o n  why th e  S o v ie t s  marched in t o

A fg h a n is ta n ,"  h e  s a i d ,  " i s  b e c a u se  th e y  knew w e 'd  do n o th in g  a b ou t

237



www.manaraa.com

185i t . "  And th e  r e a so n  th e r e  a r e  S o v ie t  tr o o p s  in  Cuba, he d e c l a r e s ,

186i s  " b eca u se  th e y  knew w e'd  do n o th in g  a b o u t i t . "  W hile he may be  

r ig h t  to  some e x t e n t ,  th e  re a so n  f o r  su c h  o c c u r r e n c e s  i s  more com plex  

th an  t h a t .

The s o l u t i o n  fo r  fu n d in g  th e  d r a m a tic  in c r e a s e s  in  e x p e n d itu r e s

on n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e  i s  t o  ta k e  i t  from  th e  w e lf a r e  b u d g e t . Committed

to  th e  c o n c e p t o f  m i l i t a r y  s u p e r io r i t y  a t  a l l  c o s t s ,  F a l w e l l ,  in  answ er

t o  th e  q u e s t io n  ab ou t w here to  g e t  th e  m oney, resp on d ed :

I  read  th e  o th e r  day t h a t  th e  P r e s id e n t  i s  p r o p o s in g  a $220  b i l 
l i o n  w e lf a r e  b u d g e t . T h a t 's  a  good p la c e  to  s t a r t  and we c o u ld ,  
from  th a t  p o i n t ,  b e g in  m aking some e x p e n d it u r e s ,  i t  w ould n o t  
be v e r y  lo n g  u n t i l  our c o u n tr y  c o u ld  a g a in  s ta n d  up p r o u d ly . .

187
•  •

To F a l w e l l ,  th e  c a u se  and s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  en erg y  c r i s i s  a re  

s im p le .  As to  th e  c a u s e ,  h e  sa y s  t h a t  "God A lm ig h ty  i s  t i r e d  o f  a 

n a t io n  t h a t  has f o r g o t t e n  him  and th a t  has moved away from  th e  fo u n d a 

t io n  o f  G odly p r in c i p l e s  . . . and moved in t o  humanism and h e a th e n ism

. . . and God i s  . . . c u t t in g  o f f  th e  s p ig o t  w here i t ' s  h u r t in g  us th e

188m o st ."  And th e  s o l u t i o n ,  he d e c l a r e s ,  i s  " t h a t ,  i f  t h i s  n a t io n  g e t s

r ig h t  w ith  God, th e r e  w i l l  be a d eq u a te  e n e r g y  f o r  w h a te v er  n e e d s .  . . .

I'm  h e r e  t o  sa y  t h a t  God h as tu rn ed  o f f  th e  f a u c e t  and t h a t  when we g e t

189r i g h t  a s  a n a t io n ,  H e ' l l  tu rn  i t  r i g h t  back  on a g a in ."

The p o in t  i s  n o t  w h eth er  F a lw e l l  i s  r i g h t  or  n o t  a b o u t th e  n eed  

f o r  n a t io n a l  r e p e n ta n c e .  The p o in t  i s  t h a t ,  ev en  i f  A m erica e x p e r i 

e n c e s  r e l i g i o u s  r e p e n ta n c e  in  the s t r i c t e s t  and f u l l e s t  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  

s e n s e ,  th e  prob lem s w ould  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be s o lv e d  and c e r t a i n l y  n o t  

o v e r n ig h t .
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To r e c a p i t u l a t e ,  th e  n u c le u s  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  movement 

was F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . I t s  s t r a t e g y  o f  n e g a t iv is m  r e s u l t s  

in  h i s  d en o u n c in g  im m o r a lity  i n  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  European je r e m ia d ,  

a c c u s in g  a d v e r s a r ie s  o f  c o n s p ir a c y  and p e r s e c u t io n ,  and in t im id a t in g  

h i s  im m oral and am oral a n t a g o n is t s  in t o  c a p i t u l a t i n g  to  h i s  B i b l i c a l  

m o r a l i ty  l e s t  th e y  b r in g  th e  w rath  o f  God down on A m erica . Such  

s t r a t e g y  produced  a s t y l e  t h a t  was a b s o l u t i s t ,  a u t h o r i t a r ia n ,  and 

a g g r e s s iv e  and r e a s o n in g  t h a t  was i n c o n s i s t e n t  and s i m p l i s t i c .

Mass M ark eting

F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  in  b e h a lf  o f  M oral M a jo r ity  i s  

s o  in s e p a r a b ly  w eld ed  to  h i s  u se  o f  mass m a rk etin g  t h a t  i t  seem s i r r e 

s p o n s ib le  t o  c o n s id e r  h i s  u se  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  a s  a means o f  

p e r s u a s io n  w ith o u t  d i s c u s s i n g  h i s  d ep en d en ce  on m a r k e t in g . I  w i l l  

arg u e  t h a t ,  a lth o u g h  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  em ployed  m a rk etin g  

to  some e x t e n t  to  com m unicate h i s  m e ssa g e , th e  u n d e r ly in g  s t r a t e g y  in  

th e  u se  o f  m a rk e tin g  was to  s e l l  F a lw e l l  h im s e l f  a s  a c r e d ib le  and 

c h a r is m a t ic  le a d e r  th u s en h a n c in g  th e  p e r s u a s iv e n e s s  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

p r e a c h in g  and th e  power o f  h i s  M oral M a jo r ity  m ovem ent.

T h is  s e c t i o n  w i l l  a d d r e ss  two m ethods u sed  t o  m arket F a lw e l l  

a s  a p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h e r - - f i r s t ,  d i r e c t  m a il  and s e c o n d , p e r s o n a l a p 

p ea ra n ces  .

Krohn a r g u e s  t h a t  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  p r e a c h e r s  l i k e

F a lw e l l  i s  more th e  r e s u l t  o f  " m ark etin g  te c h n iq u e s"  th an  o f  "God's 

190b l e s s i n g s ."  K rohn 's argum ent seem s e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  in  th e  c a s e  o f

F a l w e l l ' s  s u c c e s s  much o f  w h ich  i s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  e f f e c t i v e  u se  o f
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t e l e v i s i o n  and r a d io .  B u t, more to  th e  p o in t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  i t  may be

e q u a l ly  tr u e  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  s u c c e s s  in  m a rk etin g  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  to

th e  A m erican  p e o p le .  He em ployed th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r o c e d u r e s . For

ex a m p le , he i d e n t i f i e d  h is  co n su m ers, i . e . ,  a u d ie n c e ,  as th e  e i g h t y -

fo u r  p e r c e n t  o f  A m ericans w ho, a c c o r d in g  t o  a G a llu p  P o l l  in  December

191o f  1 9 7 8 , " b e l ie v e  th e  Ten Commandments a r e  s t i l l  v a l i d  f o r  to d a y ."

T here r e a l l y  was a m a jo r ity  in  A m er ica , F a lw e l l  was c o n v in c e d , who 

s t i l l  b e l i e v e d  in  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y .

A noth er t r a d i t i o n a l  m a rk etin g  p ro ced u re  was th a t  h e o f f e r e d  a 

p r o d u c t , B i b l i c a l  m o r a li ty  a s  in t e r p r e t e d  by F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  and o th e r  

c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r i s t ia n s .  He d is c o v e r e d  w hat a su p p osed  m a jo r ity  w anted  

and w hat th e  r e s t  r e a l l y  n eed ed  and th en  o f f e r e d  i t  to  them in  much 

th e  same way a company w ould  o f f e r  a p ro d u ct to  th e  b u y in g  p u b l i c .

And, he e x a c te d  a p r ic e  f o r  th e  p r o d u c t - - m i l l io n s  o f  d o l la r s  in  c o n t r i 

b u t io n s  to  c o n t in u e  and expand h i s  M oral M a jo r ity  c a u s e .  A n oth er t r a 

d i t i o n a l  m a rk etin g  p ro ced u re  em ployed by F a lw e l l  in  b e h a l f  o f  M oral 

M a jo r ity  was to  b u i ld  a d i s t r i b u t i o n  c a p a b i l i t y - - t h r o u g h  d i r e c t  m a i l ,  

t e l e v i s i o n  and r a d io  program s su ch  a s  "A m erica, Y o u 're  Too Young to  

D ie ,"  o r g a n iz a t io n s  su ch  a s  th e  s t a t e  c h a p te r s  o f  M oral M a jo r i ty ,  pub

l i c a t i o n s  su ch  a s  The M oral M a jo r ity  R e p o r t , and sp e a k in g  e n g a g e m e n ts . 

A noth er t r a d i t i o n a l  m a rk etin g  ap p roach  i s  news a r t i c l e s  and a d v e r t i s i n g  

in  news m a gazin es and n ew sp ap ers and in t e r v ie w s  on t e l e v i s i o n  news and 

t a lk  sh o w s .

The s t r a t e g y  u n d e r ly in g  F a l w e l l ' s  mass m a rk e tin g  seem s to  have  

been  to  s e l l  F a lw e l l  a s  a c r e d ib le  and c h a r is m a t ic  l e a d e r .  In  f a c t ,  h e  

e n te r e d  th e  p o l i t i c a l  aren a  to  f i l l  w hat he p e r c e iv e d  t o  be a vacuum o f
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m oral le a d e r s h ip  in  A m erica . F a lw e l l  h im s e lf  was one o f  th e  s t r o n g 

e s t  " s e l l i n g  p o in ts "  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  movement s in c e  he was a lr e a d j  

adm ired a s  a s p i r i t u a l  le a d e r  by f o l lo w e r s  on th e  O ld-T im e G osp el Hour 

t e l e v i s i o n  program . I t  w a s , t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t  o n ly  a n a t u r a l  b u t n e c e s 

s a r y  s t r a t e g y  to  " s e l l"  him  to  th e  m oral m a jo r ity  o f  A m ericans a s  a 

p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r .  I f  he c o u ld  be m arketed  a s  su ch  a  l e a d e r ,  th en  he  

c o u ld ,  th rou gh  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g , s e l l  more e f f e c t i v e l y  h i s  m oral 

m e ssa g e , program s, and p u r p o se s .

B lack  has c o n c e p tu a liz e d  i t  t h i s  way:

J u s t  a s  th e  a u d it o r  i s  in d u c e d , by th e  p r e s s u r e  o f  h a v in g  to  
c r e d i t  h i s  e m o tio n a l e x p e r ie n c e ,  to  a c c o u n t f o r  h i s  em o tio n s  
by a c c e p t in g  a c o n v ic t i o n ,  so  to o  he m ust c r e d i t  th e  a g e n t  o f  
h i s  f e e l i n g s .  He ca n n o t b e l i e v e  s im u lta n e o u s ly  th a t  th e  so u r c e  
o f  h i s  f e e l i n g  and c o n v i c t i o n - - t h e  e x h o r t e r - - i s  d i s c r e d i t a b l e ,  
and b e l i e v e  in  th e  c o n v ic t io n  and e x p e r ie n c e  th e  f e e l i n g ,  t o o .
And on ce  he has g ra n ted  some c r e d i t  to  th e  e x h o r te r ,  he i s  com
m it te d  to  th e  e a s y  e x t e n s io n  and enhancem ent o f  th a t  c r e d i t .
The r e s u l t ,  from  th e  e x h o r t e r ' s  p o in t  o f  v ie w , i s  th e  s t r e n g t h 
e n in g  o f  e t h o s . E v e n tu a lly  th e  e x h o r te r  may be a b le  to  a t t e n u 
a t e  th e  p r o c e s s  by d e v e lo p in g  c o n v ic t io n s  on h i s  word a lo n e ,  
fo r  he has become th e  a g e n t  o f  t r u th  to  h i s  a u d ito r s  and th e  
v a l i d a t o r  o f  t h e i r  e m o t io n s .^ 3

The aim  in  m a rk e tin g  F a lw e l l  was to  make him  so  c r e d ib le  th a t  

h e w ould  be a b le  to  d e v e lo p  c o n v ic t io n s  in  h i s  a u d ie n c e s  "on h i s  word 

a lo n e"  and to  be " th e  a g e n t  o f  tr u th "  fo r  th e  m oral m a j o r i t y .  Though 

F a l w e l l ' s  m essage was c a r r ie d  to  some e x t e n t  by th e  means o f  m a r k e tin g ,  

and th e y  w ere  m eant to  be p e r s u a s iv e ,  th e  main aim  was to  m arket F a l 

w e l l  th e  man so  he c o u ld  in  tu rn  m arket h i s  m essage more p e r s u a s iv e ly .

Such an  e x h o r te r  o r  p ersu a d er  f i t s  Max W eb er's c l a s s i c  c o n cep t  

194o f  a c h a r is m a t ic  l e a d e r .  Weber a p p a r e n t ly  had in  mind le a d e r s  l i k e

F a l w e l l .  In  W eber's c o n c e p t ,  th e  c h a r is m a t ic  le a d e r  i s  n o t  an o f f i c e -

195h o ld e r  b u t o p e r a te s  o u t s id e  th e  b u r e a u c r a c y . He i s  th e  " h o ld er"  o f
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" s p e c i f i c  g i f t s  . . . b e l i e v e d  to  be s u p e r n a tu r a l ,  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  to  

196ev er y b o d y ."  He a r i s e s  d u r in g  " tim es  o f  p s y c h ic ,  p h y s i c a l ,  e co n o m ic ,

197e t h i c a l ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  p o l i t i c a l  d i s t r e s s "  in  a n a t io n .  He knows no

" r e g u la te d  ' c a r e e r , '  'a d v a n c e m e n t,' ' s a l a r y , '  o r  r e g u la te d  and e x p e r t  

t r a in in g  . . .  no a g en cy  o f  c o n t r o l  or  a p p e a l ,  no l o c a l  b a i l i w i c k  or

e x c l u s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  . . . [H e] knows o n ly  in n e r  d e te r m in a t io n  and

l ci t . "

,,199

198in n e r  c o n s t r a in t ."  He "demands o b e d ie n c e  and a f o l lo w in g  by v i r t u e

o f  h is  m is s io n ,

H is c h a r is m a t ic  c la im  b rea k s  down i f  h i s  m is s io n  i s  n o t  r e c o g 
n iz e d  by th o s e  t o  whom he f e e l s  he has b een  s e n t .  I f  th e y  [ s o ]  
r e c o g n iz e  h im , he i s  t h e i r  m a s te r — s o  lo n g  a s  he knows how to  
m a in ta in  r e c o g n i t io n  th ro u g h  'p r o v in g ' h im s e l f .  But he d oes  
n o t d e r iv e  h i s  ' r i g h t '  from  t h e i r  w i l l ,  in  th e manner o f  an  
e l e c t i o n .^00

201"In  g e n e r a l ,  he r e j e c t s  a l l  r a t i o n a l  econ om ic c o n d u c t ."

And, he s ta n d s  " o u ts id e  th e  t i e s  o f  t h i s  w orld"  su ch  a s  " r o u t in e  o ccu -  

203p a t i o n s ." He " g a in s  and m a in ta in s  a u th o r ity "  and le g i t im a c y  by h i s

203" p e r so n a l s tr e n g th "  and by s u c c e s s .  He r e c o g n iz e s ,  in  a s e n s e ,  the

p e o p le ' s  v o ic e  a s  th e  v o ic e  o f  God, a k in d  o f  m a jo r ity -m a k e s -r ig h t  

204c o n c e p t .  A r b i t r a t in g  w hat i s  r i g h t  a n d , maybe more im p o r ta n t , who

i s  r i g h t  " i s  d e term in ed  by means o f  [ h i s  own] s t r i c t l y  c o n c r e te  and 

in d iv id u a l  e v a l u a t i o n s ." ^ ^

The aim  was t o  s e l l  F a lw e l l  n o t  o n ly  as a c r e d ib le  le a d e r  but 

a s  a c h a r is m a t ic  le a d e r  o f  th e  s i l e n t ,  m oral A m ericans s o  th e y  would  

b e l i e v e  h is  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  and su p p o r t h i s  M oral M a jo r ity  move

m en t. Two s p e c i f i c  m a rk etin g  m eth o d s, e s p e c i a l l y  im p o rta n t in  s e l l i n g  

F a lw e l l  a s  a c r e d ib le  and c h a r is m a t ic  le a d e r  and i n  tu rn  h i s  m oral
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m essage  throu gh  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g , w ere d i r e c t  m a il and p e r s o n a l  

a p p e a r a n c e s .

D ir e c t  M a i l . As a m ethod o f  m a rk etin g  F a lw e l l  and h i s  m e ssa g e , 

d i r e c t  m a il depended on c o m p u ters . W ith ou t com puter t e c h n o lo g y ,  in  

f a c t ,  many o th e r  m a rk etin g  m ethods w ould  be e x tr e m e ly  d i f f i c u l t  or  

l i m i t e d .  D ir e c t  m a il i s  one o f  th o s e  m a rk etin g  m ethods t h a t  w ould be 

m ost d i f f i c u l t  or  l im it e d  w ith o u t  c o m p u ters . Computers s to r e d  th e  

names and a d d r e s s e s  o f  s u p p o r t e r s ,  i . e . ,  th e  m a il in g  l i s t ,  produced  

" p e r s o n a liz e d "  l e t t e r s  t o  th o s e  s u p p o r te r s ,  and p rep a red  th e  l e t t e r s

*2m 0 6f o r  m a i l in g .  The l e t t e r s  w ere  " p e r s o n a liz e d "  in  th e  s e n s e  th a t

ea ch  l e t t e r  u sed  th e  name o f  th e  a d d r e s se e  s e v e r a l  t im es  in  th e  body  

o f  th e  l e t t e r ,  and th e  im p r e s s io n  o f  many A m ericans was th a t  F a lw e l l  

had s e n t  them a " p e r so n a l"  l e t t e r .  From th e  d i r e c t  m a il came th e  co n 

t r ib u t io n s  t h a t  s u s t a in e d  th e a c t i v i t i e s  o f  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral M ajor

i t y .  A ls o ,  th o se  names s t o r e d  in  th e  com puters r e p r e s e n te d  p o t e n t i a l  

v o t e s  on i s s u e s  and c a n d id a te s  . M o tiv a te d  by co m p u ter iz ed  " p e rso n a l"  

l e t t e r s ,  v o t e r s  c o u ld  p u t e f f e c t i v e  p r e s s u r e  on l e g i s l a t o r s  who w ould  

d e c id e  th e  f a t e  o f  t h e i r  m oral i s s u e s .

As a name on th e  m a il in g  l i s t  o f  M oral M a jo r ity ,  I  h ave  been  

a b le  t o  o b s e r v e  f i r s t - h a n d  th e  u se  o f  com puters and d i r e c t  m a il  as an 

im p o rta n t m a rk etin g  m ethod . S e v e r a l  sam p les o f  F a l w e l l ' s  d i r e c t  m a il  

l e t t e r s  in  b e h a lf  o f  M oral M a jo r ity  a r e  in c lu d e d  in  A ppendix B .

The l e t t e r s  c o n ta in  c e r t a in  c l e a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  One i s  th a t  

F a lw e l l  i s  th e  c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  o f  each  l e t t e r .  The l e t t e r s  a r e  u s u a l ly  

from  F a lw e l l  h im s e l f ,  and th e y  a re  made t o  seem  to  b e " p e rso n a l"  l e t t e r s
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from  h im . He u se s  v e r y  d i r e c t  and p e r s o n a l la n g u a g e , and he a lw ays  

a sk s  th e  r e c i p i e n t  to  j o i n  w ith  him  p e r s o n a l ly  in  some a c t io n  r e g a r d in g  

one o f  h i s  m oral i s s u e s . O fte n , th e r e  i s  a d e c la r a t io n  t h a t  th e  c o r 

resp o n d en ce  b etw een  F a lw e l l  and th e  r e c ip i e n t  i s  " c o n f id e n t ia l ."  

F a l w e l l ’ s name i s  u s u a l ly  g iv e n  top  b i l l i n g  in  th e  r e tu r n  a d d r e ss  on 

th e  e n v e lo p e  a s  th e  exam p les d e m o n str a te .

D r. J e r r y  F a lw e l l  
P .O . Box 190  
F o r e s t ,  V ir g in ia  24551

J e r r y  F a lw e l l  
M oral M a jo r ity ,  I n c .
499  S .  C a p ito l  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  101 
W a sh in g to n , D .C . 20003

J e r r y  F a lw e l l  
O ld-T im e G osp el Hour 
L yn ch b urg , VA 24514

F a l w e l l ' s  name o f t e n  ap p ears in  a la r g e r  ty p e ,  in  a d i f f e r e n t  more

e x o t i c  t y p e ,  or in  a d i f f e r e n t  c o lo r  th a n  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  t y p e .

G e n e r a lly  s p e a k in g , th e  m essage o f  th e  l e t t e r s  i s  much th e  

same a s  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  a t  th e  " I  Love A m erica" r a l l i e s .  They  

a r e ,  to  a g r e a t  d e g r e e ,  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  c o n c e n tr a te d  and in  

a n o th e r  form . The s u b s ta n c e  o f  h i s  s t a n c e  on th e  i s s u e s  in  th e  l e t t e r s  

i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  same a s  in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  a t  th e  r a l l i e s .  

A ls o ,  th e  a b s o l u t i s t ,  a u t h o r i t a r i a n ,  a g g r e s s iv e  s t y l e  and th e  i n c o n s i s 

t e n t ,  s i m p l i s t i c  r e a s o n in g  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r iz e s  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  

a t  th e  r a l l i e s  a r e  e q u a l ly  p r e s e n t  in  th e  l e t t e r s  .

A ls o ,  th e  l e t t e r s  f e a t u r e  th e  same s e n s e  o f  ex trem e u rg en cy  

th a t  p ervad ed  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . U s u a l ly  th e  f r o n t  o f  th e  

e n v e lo p e  had some u r g e n t  m essage in  la r g e  l e t t e r s  su ch  a s :
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V o lu n ta ry  P ra y er  in  P u b lic  S c h o o ls '.

A m e r ic a 's  L a s t  Chance

U rgen t

L e t ' s  S e t  th e  R ecord  S tr a ig h t ' .

U rgen t M essage E n clo sed '. M oral M a jo r ity  V ersu s M i l i t a n t  
H om osexuals

The B a t t l e  I s  R ag in g !

C o n f id e n t ia l  M essage E n c lo se d

Who I s  th e  #1  Enemy o f  th e  A m erican Fam ily?

Doomsday R ep o rt

We a r e  a t  th e  C ro ssro a d s'.

U n lik e  th e  " I  Love A m erica" r a l l i e s  a t  w h ich  F a lw e l l  u s u a l ly  a d d r e sse d  

a l l  o f  th e  m oral i s s u e s  he was co n cern ed  a b o u t , th e  l e t t e r s  u s u a l ly  

s p o t l i g h t  one v o l a t i l e  and e m o tio n a l i s s u e .  A t l e a s t ,  each  i s s u e  

a d d r e s se d  in  th e  l e t t e r s  was u s u a l ly  d e a l t  w ith  in  a v o l a t i l e  and emo

t i o n a l  w ay . They u s u a l ly  c a l l e d  f o r  th e  r e c i p i e n t  to  su p p o r t him  in  

h i s  f i g h t  f o r  or a g a in s t  some p en d in g  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t io n .

The l e t t e r s  a re  a lm o st  a lw a y s  in  r e d ,  w h i t e ,  and b lu e  c o lo r s  

g iv in g  th e  im p r e s s io n  th a t  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  a r e  p a t r i o t i c  

and h ave th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  A m erica a t  h e a r t .  O ften  th e  l e t t e r s  con 

t a in  b a l l o t s  or  su r v e y s  on s u b j e c t s  su ch  a s  c r im e , p ra y er  in  p u b l ic  

s c h o o l s ,  s e x  on t e l e v i s i o n ,  a b o r t io n ,  h o m o s e x u a lity ,  and p o rn ograp h y . 

The r e c i p i e n t  i s  a sk ed  to  f i l l  o u t  th e  su r v e y  or b a l l o t  and r e tu r n  i t  

to  F a l w e l l .  F a lw e l l  h as som etim es u sed  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th o se  su r v e y s  in  

h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  to  v a l i d a t e  h i s  own p o s i t i o n  on th e  i s s u e s .

The l e t t e r s  a lw a y s  a sk  fo r  m oney, u s u a l ly  a s p e c i f i e d  am ount.

I t  w ould b e more a c c u r a te  to  sa y  t h a t  F a lw e l l  ask ed  fo r  m oney. For  

exam p le , in  a May 3 ,  1 9 8 2 , l e t t e r ,  F a lw e l l  w r o te :
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I  am im m ed ia te ly  g o in g  t o  i n t e n s i f y  my f i g h t  a g a in s t  gay r ig h t s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  now i n  C o n g r e s s . . . .  I f  we l o s e  th e  f i g h t  . . . 
in  C o n g r e s s , th en  I  am f e a r f u l  f o r  our g r e a t  n a t i o n . And i f  you  
sh a r e  my d eep  c o n c e r n , th en  p le a s e  sen d  your ch eck  f o r  $ 2 5 .0 0 ,
Mr. B u ck e lew .2 0 7

S in c e  F a lw e l l  t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  i s  th e  M oral M a jo r ity ,  th e  money su p 

p o r ts  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  F a lw e l l  h im s e l f .  Of c o u r s e ,  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t io n  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  

h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  e n g a g e m e n ts .

M a rk etin g , a s  a means o f  p e r s u a s io n ,  was em ployed to  p ersu ad e  

th e  A m erican p e o p le  th a t  F a lw e l l  was a c r e d ib le  and c h a r is m a t ic  le a d e r  

who sh o u ld  be b e l i e v e d  and su p p o r te d . One o f  th e  s p e c i f i c  m a rk etin g  

m ethods em ployed was d i r e c t  m a il  from , b y , and a b ou t F a l w e l l .  A noth er  

s p e c i f i c  m ethod was p e r s o n a l a p p ea ra n ces  by F a l w e l l .

P e r so n a l A p p ea r a n c es . In  th e  same way t h a t  fam ous a u th o r s  hype 

th e  s a l e  o f  t h e ir  new b o o k s , m ovie s t a r s  prom ote t h e i r  new m o v ie s ,  

and t e l e v i s i o n  s t a r s  prom ote t h e i r  new t e l e v i s i o n  p ro g ra m s--b y  a p p ea r

in g  on t a l k  s h o w s - -F a lw e l l  ap p eared  on t e l e v i s i o n  news program s and 

t a lk  shows . W hether he in te n d e d  to  prom ote h i s  m oral c a u s e s  by such  

a p p e a r a n c e s , th e  e f f e c t  w ould  be to  prom ote h im s e l f  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  

c a u s e s .

R eco rd in g  a r t i s t s ,  f o r  ex a m p le , have been  s u c c e s s f u l  in  b u i ld 

in g  s a l e s  f o r  t h e i r  new album s by ta k in g  to  th e  road on p e r s o n a l ap 

p ea ra n ce  t o u r s ,  s in g in g  one c o n c e r t  one n ig h t  in  one c i t y  and a n o th e r  

c o n c e r t  th e  n e x t  n ig h t  in  a n o th e r  c i t y .  The p e r s o n a l a p p ea ra n ces  n o t  

o n ly  b u ild  r e c o r d  s a l e s  b u t a l s o  p e r s o n a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  t h e i r  

e x i s t i n g  and p o t e n t i a l  a u d ie n c e s  th e r e b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  f a i t h f u l
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f o l l o w i n g .  F a lw e l l  e v id e n t ly  f e l t  p e r s o n a l a p p ea ra n ces  w ere a n e c e s 

s a r y  m ethod in  m a rk etin g  h im s e l f  and th e  M oral M a jo r i ty .  In  th e  South  

D akota r a l l y ,  he d e s c r ib e d  th e  a p p ea ra n ces  he had made d u r in g  a few  

d ays o f  h i s  s c h e d u le :

We l e f t  L ynchburg, th e y  d id  [ t h e  ' I  Love A m erica* s i n g e r s ] ,  on 
S a tu rd a y  and w en t a l l  th e  way t o  M ad ison , W is c o n s in , on Monday 
a t  1 1 :0 0  a .m . T h is  i s  s t a t e  number 26 o r  2 7 ,  so m eth in g  l i k e  
t h a t .  We a r e  m aking a f i f t y  s t a t e  t o u r .  We w ent from  th e r e  
to  S t .  P a u l ,  M in n e so ta . Then I  w ent t o  T u ls a ,  Oklahoma, and  
th e y  w ent to  m e e t in g s ,  in  th e  l a s t  n ig h t  o r  s o ,  in  o th e r  
p la c e s  . . . .  And th en  I  came back  from  T u lsa  to  h ere  
[ P i e r r e ,  S ou th  D a k o ta ] . We go on t o  B ism a rck , N orth  D ak ota , 
tom orrow .2 0 8

F a lw e l l  had co n d u cted  m ass m e e t in g s  in  141 c i t i e s  d u r in g  1975 

and 1976 c e l e b r a t in g  th e  B ic e n t e n n ia l  and e v i d e n t l y  f e l t  th e y  w ere  

s u c c e s s f u l  in  b u i ld in g  su p p o r t f o r  h i s  m i n i s t r i e s ,  or he w ould  n o t  

have embarked on a n o th e r  round o f  su ch  m e e t in g s  in  1979 and 1980 to  

b u ild  su p p o r t fo r  h i s  M oral M a jo r i ty .  The " I  Love A m erica" r a l l i e s  

o f  1 9 7 9 -8 0  w ere p a r t  o f  h i s  cam paign o f  p e r s o n a l  a p p ea ra n ces  t o  b u i ld  

a f a i t h f u l  f o l lo w in g  who w ould  su p p o r t him  and h i s  B i b l i c a l  m o r a li t y  

and to  e s t a b l i s h  i d e n t i t y  n o t  o n ly  w ith  th e  p e o p le  b u t a l s o  w ith  p o l i 

t i c i a n s  in  ea ch  s t a t e  a s  w e l l  a s  w ith  th e  s u p p o r te r s  from  F undam ental

i s t  ch u rch es  and C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l s .  The p e r s o n a l a p p ea ra n ce  cam paign  

am ounted to  th e  s e l l i n g  n o t  o n ly  o f  a m o r a l i ty  b u t a l s o  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  

p r e a c h e r . E v id e n t ly  F a lw e l l  f e l t  n o t  o n ly  t h a t  t h e s e  p e r s o n a l a p p ea r 

a n c e s  w ould  be s u c c e s s f u l  b u t w ere n e c e s s a r y  to  "win" a d h e r e n ts  and 

s u p p o r te r s  and t h a t  n o th in g  l e s s  th an  su ch  a m ethod w ould a c h ie v e  th e  

s u c c e s s  he s o u g h t .

The " I Love A m erica" r a l l i e s  w ere c e r t a i n l y  one o f  th e  m ost

s i g n i f i c a n t  k in d s  o f  p e r s o n a l a p p ea ra n ces  co n d u cted  by F a lw e l l  d u r in g
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th e  1980 p o l i t i c a l  cam p aign . In  p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  F a l w e l l ' s  a p p ea ra n ces  

a t  th e  r a l l i e s ,  p r o m o tio n a l m a t e r ia ls  w ere u sed  to  a d v e r t i s e  h i s  com

in g .  Sam ples o f  th e s e  and o th e r  m a t e r ia ls  from  th e  r a l l i e s  a r e  i n 

c lu d e d  in  A ppendix C. The p r o m o tio n a l m a t e r ia ls  f e a t u r e  F a l w e l l ' s  

name and p ic t u r e  p r o m in e n t ly . The " I  Love A m erica" p o s te r  d is p la y e d  

a la r g e  p ic t u r e  o f  F a lw e l l  w ith  th e  n a t io n a l  c a p i t o l  b eh in d  h im , and  

h is  name a p p ea rs th r e e  t im e s .  The f u l l - c o l o r ,  p ic t u r e  p o s t  ca rd s  s e n t  

a s  m a i l e r s ,  an n ou n cin g  th e  r a l l i e s  in  a s t a t e ,  f e a tu r e d  a b u s t - s h o t  o f  

F a lw e l l  in  th e  m id d le  o f  a s c e n e  w ith  th e  " I  Love America" s in g e r s  on 

th e  c a p i t o l  s t e p s .  The " I  Love A m erica" s t a t io n e r y  fe a tu r e d  F a l w e l l ' s  

name a t  th e  to p  o f  th e  lo g o  and in  th e  l a r g e s t  l e t t e r i n g .  The f u l l -  

page a d v e r t is e m e n ts  in  n e w sp a p ers , an n ou n cin g  th e  r a l l i e s ,  f e a tu r e d  

th r e e  p ic t u r e s  o f  F a l w e l l ,  two o f  them q u i t e  la r g e ,  and h i s  name a l s o  

ap p eared  t h r e e  t im e s . The H o t l in e  R e p o r t , a s p e c i a l  m on th ly  p u b l ic a 

t i o n  f o r  " I  Love Am erica" C lub m em bers, o f t e n  s p o t l ig h t e d  F a lw e l l  in  

an i s s u e  e i t h e r  in  p ic t u r e s  or in  a f r o n t  page a r t i c l e .  The p o in t  i s  

t h a t  F a lw e l l  i s  th e  m ost p rom in en t p a r t  o f  th e  m a te r ia ls  p rom otin g  h i s  

a p p ea ra n ce  a t  th e  r a l l i e s .

The r a l l i e s  th e m se lv e s  w ere m arketed  and m a rk etin g  e v e n ts  n o t  

o n ly  s p o t l i g h t i n g  F a lw e l l  b u t a l s o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  w h ich , i f  

h e e d e d , c o u ld  sa v e  A m erica , F a lw e l l  b e l i e v e d .  The te c h n iq u e s  o f  m arket

in g  a t  th e  r a l l i e s ,  l i k e  th e  p ro m o tio n a l te c h n iq u e s  u sed  in  p r e p a r a 

t i o n ,  w ere r h e t o r i c a l  in  n a tu r e  and f u n c t io n .  They c r e a te d  a r h e t o r 

i c a l  a tm o sp h er e . The i n t e n t io n  was t o  enhance n o t  o n ly  th e  im age o f  

F a lw e l l  b u t th e  im p act o f  h i s  m e ssa g e .
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F or ex a m p le , th e  b r ig h t  c o l o r s ,  p red o m in a n tly  r e d , w h i t e ,  and 

b lu e ,  w ould  have th e  e f f e c t  o f  c r e a t in g  a mood o f  c e l e b r a t io n  and 

p a t r io t i s m .  The w a l l  o f  f l a g s  from  a l l  f i f t y  s t a t e s  on th e  c a p i t a l  

s t e p s  b eh in d  F a l w e l l ,  as he s to o d  f r o n t  and c e n t e r  on th e  s t e p s ,  w ould  

g e n e r a te  n o t  o n ly  f e e l i n g s  o f  p a t r io t i s m  b u t a l s o  n o s t a l g i a  f o r  som e. 

The dome, co lu m n s, or o th e r  im p r e s s iv e  f e a t u r e s  o f  th e  c a p i t a l  b u i ld 

in g s  th a t  form ed th e  background o f  th e  " sta g e"  s e t  up on th e  s t e p s  

added a u t h o r i t y  to  th e  o c c a s io n .  The p r e se n c e  o f  p u b l ic  o f f i c i a l s ,  

som etim es th e  g o v ern o r  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  made th e  o c c a s io n  seem  o f f i c i a l .  

S c o r e s  and som etim es hundreds o f  p r e a c h e r s  s i t t i n g  to g e th e r  w ould no 

d ou bt make i t  seem  more sa c r e d  f o r  many in  th e  p r ed o m in a n tly  r e l i g i o u s  

a u d ie n c e s . A l l  w ere m eant t o  be p o s i t i v e  in  t h e i r  e f f e c t ,  and many in  

th e  a u d ie n c e s  may h ave t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i v e  f e e l i n g s  to  F a lw e l l  

and h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g .

T here w ere o th e r  te c h n iq u e s  t h a t  w ould have th e  e f f e c t  o f  h e lp 

in g  c r e a t e  a r h e t o r i c a l  a tm osp h ere su ch  a s  th e  a p p ea ra n ce  o f  th e  y o u th  

o f  th e  c h o ir .  The boys in  s u i t s  a n d -th e  g i r l s  in  v e r y  m odest d r e s s e s ,  

s m il in g  and v iv a c io u s ,  w ere u sed  to  d em o n str a te  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b etw een  

c l e a n - c u t ,  G o d -fe a r in g , C h r is t ia n  young p e o p le  who lo v e  A m erica on th e  

one hand and L ib e r a l  y o u th  on th e  o th e r  h an d . A t th e  M in n eso ta  r a l l y ,  

F a lw e l l  r e c o u n te d  an in c i d e n t  from  th e  day b e fo r e :

We w ere in  M ad ison , W is c o n s in , y e s t e r d a y .  . . .  We had ab ou t 
3 ,0 0 0  p e o p le ,  l i k e  y o u , who r e a l l y  a re  s ta n d in g  f o r  God and fo r  
t h i s  c o u n tr y . We had a b ou t 150 o f  th e  n o i s i e s t  p r o t e s t o r s  I  
b e l i e v e  I  have e v e r  m et in  my l i f e .  I'm  n o t  su r e  th e y  d id n ' t  
s c a r e  some o f  you  k id s  a l i t t l e  b i t .  And th e y  w ere r i g h t  in  
th e  m id d le  o f  th e  crowd s ta n d in g  on t h e i r  p e d e s t a l s ,  and th e y  
lo o k ed  l i k e  an a c c id e n t  lo o k in g  fo r  a p la c e  t o  h ap p en . And 
th e y  w ere s h o u t in g  o b s c e n i t i e s ,  w ords th a t  I  h a v e n 't  heard
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in  my l i f e t i m e  o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  n o t  v e r y  o f t e n .  I  mean r ig h t  ou t  
in  p u b l ic ,  screa m in g  and y e l l i n g 1. The p o l i c e  t o ld  us a fte r w a r d s  
th e y  w ere th row in g  e g g s  up on th e  p la t fo r m , c u r s in g  God. We 
w ould bow fo r  p r a y e r , th e y  w ould  c u r s e  God and c u r s e  C h r is t .
When we w ould  p le d g e  a l l e g i a n c e  to  th e  f l a g ,  th e y  c u rsed  Amer
i c a .  But th e  m ost w o n d er fu l th in g  a b o u t th e  m e e tin g  was what 
was h ap p en in g  on t h i s  p la t fo r m  and w hat th ou san d s o f  p e o p le  
g a th e r e d  around w ere s e e i n g - - t h e  c o n t r a s t  b etw een  w hat A m erica  
r e a l l y  i s  and w hat s h e  a lw a y s  has b een  and w hat th o s e  young  
p e o p le  have r e p r e s e n te d .  We had co m p a ssio n  f o r  them; th e y  w ere  
j u s t  young p e o p le  n e e d in g  h e lp ,  h o m o se x u a ls , p r o - a b o r t i o n i s t s ,  
a n t i - C h r i s t ,  a n t i-A m e r ic a n , v u lg a r ,  o b scen e  p e o p le  who w ere m is 
d i r e c t e d ,  who need ed  a S a v io r .  But we w ere a b le  to  s e e ,  and 
ev er y o n e  saw , and th e  m edia saw . . . t h i s  i s  w hat we a r e  f o r ,
and th a t  i s  w hat th e y  [ t h e  p r o t e s t e r s ]  a r e  f o r .  And nobody l e f t
w ith  any m isu n d e r s ta n d in g  a b o u t w h ich  was th e  b e t t e r  c h o ic e .  I  
s a y  t o  y o u , t h i s  i s  th e  b e t t e r  c h o ic e ,  r i g h t  h e r e . 209

The m u sic o f  th e  y o u th  c h o ir  was a m a rk etin g  te c h n iq u e  th a t  

h e lp e d  c r e a t e  a r h e t o r i c a l  atm osphere e n h a n c in g  F a lw e l l  and h i s  p o l i t i 

c a l  p r e a c h in g . In  f a c t ,  th e  m essa g e  o f  th e  m u sic  was an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  

o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  a t  th e  r a l l i e s .  The w ords o f  th r e e

o f  th e  so n g s p r e s e n te d  by th e  c h o ir  a r e  in c lu d e d  in  A ppendix D. F or

ex a m p le , th e  them e o f  th e  r a l l i e s ,  " I  L ove A m erica ,"  was in tr o d u c e d  by  

a son g  w ith  th e  same t i t l e .  A ls o ,  im p o rta n t em phases o f  F a l w e l l ' s  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  w ere in tr o d u c e d  or u n d e rsco red  by s o n g s . B e fo r e  

he em p h asized  n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e ,  th e  c h o ir  u s u a l ly  sa n g  "The Armed 

F o r c e s  M edley" com posed o f  th e  them e so n g s  from  th e  arm y, n a v y , a i r  

f o r c e ,  and m a r in e s . A ls o ,  b e fo r e  F a lw e l l  em p h asized  th e  im p o rta n ce  

o f  th e  ch u rch  t o  A m erica , th e  c h o ir  sa n g  an anthem  a b o u t th e  ch u rch .

The m u sic  was a n o th e r  way f o r  F a lw e l l  t o  sa y  w hat he w anted  to  s a y .

The r a l l i e s  sounded more l i k e  r e v i v a l  m e e tin g s  th a n  p o l i t i c a l

r a l l i e s  a s  much b e c a u se  o f  th e  m u sic  a s  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . B u t,

as K in c h e lo  n o te d , "Am erican p o l i t i c i a n s  from  Andrew J a ck so n  to  R onald

Reagan . . . have made u se  o f  r e v i v a l i s t i c  m eth o d o lo g y  . . . nam ely th e
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u s e  o f  m usic to  en gen d er  em o tio n  and c o n t r o l  th e  b eh a v io r "  o f  th e  

210cro w d s. The power o f  m u sic  to  m a n ip u la te  th e  em o tio n s  o f  crowds

was d e v e lo p e d  in  M e th o d is t  and B a p t i s t  camp m e e t in g s  d u r in g  th e  

211
e a r ly  1 8 0 0 s . As K in c h e lo  e x p la in s :

By 1840 th e  le a d e r s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y  had b een  ex p o sed  to  
group s in g in g  and i t s  e f f e c t s  a t  th e  th o u sa n d s o f  camp m e e t in g s  
fo r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s .  U n d o u b ted ly , th e y  w ere in f lu e n c e d  by t h i s  
l e s s o n  to  crowd p sy c h o lo g y  and s u b s e q u e n t ly  a p p l ie d  t h e i r  k n ow l
ed ge when th e y  began  t o  p la n  th e  Whig f e s t i v i t i e s  o f  t h a t  y e a r .  
T hroughout th e  e n t i r e  cam paign . . .  a t  e v e r y  r a l l y  . . . o b s e r v 
e r s  w ere im p ressed  by th e  q u a l i t y  and e m o tio n a l im p act o f  th e  
m u sic . ’A f t e r  a so n g  or tw o ,'  s a id  H orace G r e e le y , th e  p e o p le ,
'a r e  more rea d y  t o  l i s t e n  to  th e  o r a t o r s . '

In  th e  1840 p r e s i d e n t i a l  cam paign , th e  Whigs " r e c o g n iz e d  th e

g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l  o f  e v a n g e l i c a l  p o l i t i c s ;  and w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  th e

p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y ,  o ld  T ip p eca n o e  was sw ept in t o  th e  W hite House on th e

213b acks o f  an e m o t io n a liz e d  e l e c t o r a t e .  . . ." In  th e  1840 e l e c t i o n ,

214i t  was s a id  t h a t  W illia m  Henry H a r r iso n  was "sung in t o  o f f i c e . "

In  the 1980 p r e s i d e n t i a l  cam paign , F a lw e l l  made u se  o f  th e  

r e v i v a l i s t i c  r a l l y  w hich  had b een  so  e f f e c t i v e  140 y e a r s  b e f o r e .  And 

j u s t  a s  th e  r e v i v a l i s t i c  m u sic  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s  o f  1840 a t 

t r a c t e d  su ch  prom inent p e o p le  a s  H orace Mann, H orace G r e e le y ,  and 

W illia m  Henry H a r r is o n , th e  " I Love A m erica" r a l l i e s  o f  1 9 8 0 , w ith  

t h e i r  r e v i v a l i s t i c  m u sic  and p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g , a t t r a c t e d  th e  a t t e n 

t io n  o f  p rom in en t m ed ia .

At th e  Iowa r a l l y ,  f o r  exam p le , F a lw e l l  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  r e 

p o r te r s  from  C hicago  and D e t r o i t  n ew sp a p ers , from  r a d io  and t e l e v i s i o n

215s t a t i o n s ,  and from  th e  m ajor t e l e v i s i o n  n etw ork s w ere t h e r e .  He

a l s o  m en tion ed  a t  th e  Iowa r a l l y  t h a t  "CBS News has b een  w ith  us th e

216l a s t  c o u p le  o f  w e e k s . . . .  We had th e  Time m agazine f o r  a w h i le ."
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A t th e  South  C a r o lin a  r a l l y ,  he n o ted  t h a t  ’’a l l  th r e e  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a -
217

t io n s  a r e  h e r e .  I 'm  g la d  t h a t  L i f e  m agazine i s  h e r e .  . . ." The

w hole  r e v i v a l i s t i c  m a rk etin g  m ethod o f  m u sic  and p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  

a t t r a c t e d  a t t e n t i o n .

A noth er m a rk etin g  te c h n iq u e  o f  th e  r a l l i e s  was th e  u se  o f  t e s 

t im o n ia ls  or w hat m ig h t be term ed s u r r o g a te  r h e t o r i c ,  th a t  i s , som eone 

s a y in g  f o r  F a lw e l l  w hat he w ould s a y .  A t e a ch  r a l l y ,  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  

su ch  a s  th e  g o v e r n o r , l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r , s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  U .S .  

con gressm en  and s e n a to r s  from  th e  s t a t e ,  w ere in tr o d u c e d  by F a l w e l l .

A t m ost o f  th e  r a l l i e s ,  one or  two o f f i c i a l s ,  som etim es m ore, w ere  

a sk ed  to  sp eak  b r i e f l y .

A t th e  M ich igan  r a l l y ,  f o r  exa m p le , s e v e r a l  p u b l ic  o f f i c i a l s

218and c a n d id a te s  f o r  o f f i c e  in tr o d u c e d  t h e m s e lv e s ,  b ut no one sp o k e .

A t th e  Iowa r a l l y ,  s e v e r a l  sp o k e — th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r , two s t a t e

s e n a t o r s ,  th e  s t a t e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and a form er s t a t e  l e g i s -  

220l a t o r .  A t th e  W ash in g ton , D .C .,  r a l l y ,  th e r e  was a parad e o f  n a 

t i o n a l  o f f i c i a l s - - S e n a t o r  Henry F . G ray, J r . ,  V ir g in ia ;  Congressm an  

G eorge H anson, Id aho; S e n a to r  P a u l L a x a lt ,  N evada; S e n a to r  John W arner, 

V ir g in ia ;  C ongressm an R ob ert D ornan, C a l i f o r n ia ;  S e n a to r  G eorge Humph

r e y ,  New H am pshire; C ongressm an Tom K y n e s s , O hio; and S e n a to r  J e s s e

221H elm s, N orth  C a r o lin a .

An exam ple o f  th e  t e s t im o n ia l  o r  s u r r o g a te  r h e t o r i c  i s  t h i s

s ta te m e n t  by a New J e r s e y  s t a t e  s e n a to r :

I  am d e l ig h t e d  to  be h e r e  b e c a u se  I  am p a r t  o f  t h a t  C h r is t ia n  
m o r a l i t y .  I  am a p ro d u ct o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l  s y s te m . My 
c h i ld r e n  a r e  p r o d u c ts  o f  th e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l  s y s te m , and my 
e ig h t  g r a n d c h ild r e n  a r e  p r e s e n t ly  a t t e n d in g  th e  C h r is t ia n
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s c h o o l  s y s te m . I t ' s  a b o u t tim e A m erica woke u p , and I  s e e  th e  
b e g in n in g  o f  a new r e fo r m a tio n  in  A m er ica . T h is  was a g r e a t  
n a t io n  e s t a b l i s h e d  under th e  p r in c i p l e s  t h a t  God l a i d  down fo r
u s: m oral e t h i c s ,  b e l i e f  in  th e  Supreme B e in g .  U n t i l  we g e t
back  to  th a t  s t a t u s ,  A m erica i s  l o s t .  But I  am d e l ig h t e d  a t
w hat I  h ave s e e n  in  th e  l a s t  s i x  m o n th s. I t  w i l l  o n ly  be th e
C h r is t ia n s  o f  A m erica , n o t  o n ly  th e  p r e a c h e r s  b u t th e  p e o p le ,  
who c o n fe s s  th e  Lord J e su s  C h r is t  a s  t h e i r  S a v io r .  U n t i l  th e y  
e x p r e s s  th e m se lv e s  a c t i v e l y ,  c o n t in u o u s ly ,  p e r s i s t e n t l y ,  we w i l l  
n o t  e f f e c t u a t e  th e  c h a n g e . . . .  I  am happy t h a t  i t  i s  b e g in 
n in g ,  and I  can  s e e  A m erica ch a n g in g  so  t h a t  i t  a g a in  a c c e p ts  
th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  t h i s  f r e e  w o r ld . God b l e s s  you a l l .^ 2 2

The t e l e v i s i o n  s p e c i a l ,  "A m erica, Y o u 'r e  Too Young to  D ie ,"

c o n s is t e d  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  t e s t im o n ie s  by prom inent c o n s e r v a t iv e  p o l i t i -

223c ia n s  t h a t  had b een  tap ed  a t  th e  d i f f e r e n t  r a l l i e s  w here th e y  sp o k e .

The f o r c e  o f  o th e r s  s a y in g  w hat F a lw e l l  was s a y in g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

i f  th e y  w ere prom inent and p o w e r fu l, added to  F a l w e l l ' s  in f lu e n c e ,  a t  

l e a s t  w ith  som e. Of c o u r s e ,  fo r  o t h e r s ,  th e  b aggage th a t  a p a r t ic u la r  

p o l i t i c i a n  c a r r ie d  w ith  him  became F a l w e l l ' s  b aggage when he became 

th e  s u r r o g a te  o f  F a l w e l l .  For F a l w e l l ' s  p u r p o se s , h ow ever, th e  s u r r o 

g a te  r h e t o r i c  o f  t e s t im o n ie s ,  though  n o t  u n iq u e , was a u s e f u l  p e r su a 

s i v e  s t r a t e g y  f o r  h i s  m oral c a u s e s .

One o th e r  te c h n iq u e  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  th e  r a l l i e s  

was F a l w e l l ' s  b r e a k in g  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  in t o  a s e r i e s  o f  s h o r t  

segm en ts  w ith  i n t e r v a l s  o f  m u sic  and th e  t e s t im o n ie s  m aking i t  a k in d  

o f  s e r i a l  s p e e c h . A t y p ic a l  program  was th e  New H am pshire r a l l y :

FALWELL: Welcome ..............................................................................41 seco n d s
FALWELL: P u rp ose o f  th e  r a l l y    2 m in u tes
S in g e r s :  " I  Love A m erica"    3 m in u tes
FALWELL: P r in c ip le s  t h a t  Made A m erica 4  m in u te s ,

G reat ............................................................................  30 seco n d s
FALWELL: The Men o f  th e  M i l i t a r y    2 m in u tes
S in g e r s :  "The Armed F o r c e s  M edley"    3 m in u tes
FALWELL: P rayer  and th e  P le d g e  o f  A l le g ia n c e  1 m in u te ,

in  P u b lic  S c h o o ls  .............................................. 25 seco n d s
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S in g e r s :  "Red, W h ite , and B lue"    5 m in u te s ,
35 seco n d s

T estim on y: G overnor M eld r in  Thompson   5 m in u te s ,
35 se c o n d s

FALWELL: A m erica F avored  by God ..........................  6 m in u te s ,
10 seco n d s

S in g e r s :  "The Church Trium phant" ................................  4  m in u tes
FALWELL: The G r is e s  A m erica F a ce s  .............................  21 m in u te s ,

56 seco n d s
S in g e r s :  "God B le s s  A m erica"    6 m in u te s ,

11 s eco n d s
FALWELL: C o n c lu s io n  and P ra y er  .....................................  3 m in u te s ,

56  s e c o n d s .2 2 4

S in c e  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  a u d ie n c e  a t  m ost r a l l i e s  w ere c h i ld r e n  and 

a d o le s c e n t s  from  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l s ,  m ost o f  whom had come in  g r o u p s ,  

and s in c e  th e  r a l l y  was h e ld  o u t s id e  in  a  b u sy  a r e a  and th u s  d i s t r a c 

t io n s  w ere m axim al, k e e p in g  th e  a u d ie n c e 's  a t t e n t io n  was im p o rta n t to  

th e  e f f e c t  and s u c c e s s  o f  th e  r a l l y .  By s e r i a l i z i n g  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  

p r e a c h in g ,  F a lw e l l  c o u ld  more l i k e l y  k eep  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n .  A ls o ,  i t  

a llo w e d  fo r  a greater*  v a r i e t y  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  te c h n iq u e s  to  a c h ie v e  p e r 

s u a s io n  th an  m ere ly  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . And, a s  th e  program  in d ic a t e s ,  

i t  p ro v id ed  F a lw e l l  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  t o  fo c u s  on th e  d i f f e r e n t  them es 

and i s s u e s  o f  h i s  M oral M a jo r ity .

Mass m a rk etin g  a s  a means o f  p e r s u a s io n  was n o t  o n ly  r h e t o r i c a l  

in  and o f  i t s e l f ,  b u t i t  was r h e t o r i c  a b o u t r h e t o r i c ,  r h e t o r ic  s u r 

ro u n d in g  r h e t o r i c ,  s p o t l i g h t i n g  and en h a n cin g  th e  r h e t o r i c  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . P o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  a s  a p e r s u a s iv e  means was 

h ig h ly  e n v ir o n m e n ta liz e d  b y  th e  p e r s u a s iv e  means o f  m a r k e t in g . I t  was 

su rrou n ded  by r h e t o r i c a l  c o n d it io n s  t h a t  b o th  a f f e c t e d  i t  and w ere  

a f f e c t e d  by i t .

T h is  c h a p te r  has d is c u s s e d  two o f  th e  means o f  p e r s u a s io n  em

p lo y e d  by F a lw e l l  in  b e h a lf  o f  M oral M a jo r ity  and has d e l in e a t e d  th e
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s t r a t e g y  and some o f  th e  r e s u l t i n g  p e r s u a s iv e  m ethods b o th  in  h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  and in  h i s  u se  o f  mass m a rk etin g  w ith  th e  "I Love 

Am erica" r a l l i e s  a s  exam p les o f  th e  co n v e r g e n c e  and c u lm in a t io n  o f  

a l l  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  a c t i v i t y .

In  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  a t  th o s e  r a l l i e s ,  F a lw e l l  em ployed  

m o s t ly  a n e g a t iv e  s t r a t e g y  r e s u l t i n g  in  a s t y l e  and a  k in d  o f r e a s o n in g  

t h a t  w ere b a s i c a l l y  l e s s  th a n  a c c e p t a b le  form s o f  r h e t o r i c .  H is p o l i t 

i c a l  p r e a c h in g  was th e  p rim ary  means o f  p e r s u a s io n ,  b u t he u sed  m a rk et

in g  a s  a  means n o t  o n ly  to  g e t  th e  m essage  o u t  b u t a l s o  to  c a s t  h im s e lf  

and h is  m essage in  th e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  l i g h t .
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Chapter 5 

ETHICALITY

The i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p ter  i s  t o  d em on stra te  th a t  F a l w e l l ' s  

arguments and a p p ea ls  a re  r h e t o r i c a l l y  u n e t h i c a l .  I  w i l l  f i r s t  e s t a b 

l i s h  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e t h i c a l  r h e t o r i c .  Second, I  w i l l  examine th e  u n 

e t h i c a l  e f f e c t  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  im p osin g  and e x c lu d in g  moral v ie w s .

The C r i t e r i a  f o r  E t h ic a l  R h e to r ic

In  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  F a l w e l l  seems n o t  o n ly  to  ig n o r e  

but a l s o  seems to  be unconcerned about th e  a c c e p te d  s ta n d a rd s  and p r a c 

t i c e s  o f  e t h i c a l  r h e t o r i c .  In  f a c t ,  as  w i l l  be d em o n stra ted , he makes 

no app arent e f f o r t  or a ttem p t to  measure up to  known e t h i c a l  c r i t e r i a  

in  h i s  r h e t o r i c  but s e t s  them a s i d e ,  i f  n o t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  then  c e r 

t a i n l y  n o t  i g n o r a n t l y ,  out o f  an a p p a ren t  s e n s e  o f  the n e c e s s i t y  to  

a c h ie v e  a j u s t i f i a b l e  end , an end th a t  he e v i d e n t l y  b e l i e v e s  i s  more 

im p ortant than any q u e s t io n  about th e  m eans.

As W alla ce  a r g u e s ,  th e  " e t h i c a l  s ta n d a rd s  o f  communication  

sh o u ld  p la c e  em phasis upon th e  means used to  s e c u r e  th e  end , r a th e r  

than upon a c h ie v in g  th e  end i t s e l f .  . . .  I f  we g iv e  w e ig h t  t o  th e  

im m ediate s u c c e s s  . . . [an d] g l o r i f y  the end ,"  as  he s a i d ,  i t  can "be 

used . . .  t o  s a n c t io n  d i s t o r t i o n  and su p p r e s s io n  o f  m a t e r ia l s  and 

argu m en ts ."  And, he added , "We thus g iv e  a premium t o  th e  man . . . 

who must win a t  any c o s t ;  and we h andicap  th e  man who p la c e s  the
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w e lf a r e  o f  o th e r s  above h i s  p e r so n a l  g a in ."  The r e s u l t  in  F a l w e l l ' s  

c a s e ,  I  w i l l  a r g u e ,  i s  th e  d is r e g a r d  o f  moral d i f f e r e n c e s ,  or a t  l e a s t  

the a ttem p t to  e x c lu d e  d i s c u s s i o n  and d eb a te  about them, and th e  impo

s i t i o n  o f  a k ind  o f  m oral monism in n a te  to  th e o c r a c y  r a th e r  than  the  

p lu r a l i s m  in n a te  to  dem ocracy.

There i s  no q u e s t io n  t h a t  F a l w e l l ,  or anyone e l s e  in  our f r e e  

and d em o cra t ic  s o c i e t y ,  has th e  r i g h t  t o  sa y  a lm o st  a n y th in g  u s in g  

a lm o st  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  means o f  p e r s u a s io n  gu aran teed  by the f i r s t  amend

ment o f  the c o n s t i t u t i o n .  And th e  q u e s t io n  i s  n o t ,  a s  Johannesen  

n o t e s ,  "whether a p e r s u a s iv e  t e c h n iq u e  w i l l  work in  a g iv e n  s i t u a t i o n

bu t w hether we sh ou ld  employ t h i s  t e c h n iq u e .  . . . We need to  d e t e r -
2

mine n o t  o n ly  w hat, how, and why," he a rg u ed , "but a l s o  o u g h t ."  T h is

c h a p te r  a rg u es  t h a t ,  w h i le  F a l w e l l  has the r i g h t  to  freedom  o f  s p e e c h ,

even b l a t a n t l y  u n e t h ic a l  s p e e c h ,  he has a more im p ortan t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

a s  a p u b l ic  com m unicator, t o  be e t h i c a l  i n  h i s  s p e e c h .

B u t ,  by what c r i t e r i a  do we ju d ge  th e  e t h i c a l i t y  o f  h i s  or any

r h e t o r i c  in  our  f r e e  s o c i e t y ?  For t h i s  s t u d y ,  th e  c r i t e r i a , 0 t h o s e

sta n d a rd s  and p r a c t i c e s ,  o f  e t h i c a l  r h e t o r i c  w i l l  be th o s e  " e t h ic s  o f  
3

communication" esp ou sed  by W allace  and o t h e r s .  W a lla c e ,  f o r  exam ple,  

argu es  th a t  "we lo o k  f o r  th e  e t h i c a l  b a s i s  o f  communication i n  th e  

i d e a l s  o f  our own p o l i t i c a l  s o c i e t y  . . .  in  th e  e s s e n t i a l  v a lu e s  o f  

dem ocracy. . . . "  Those i d e a l s  and v a lu e s  o f  dem ocracy, he e x p l a i n s ,  

a r e  (1) " th e  n o t io n  th a t  th e  in d iv i d u a l  has d i g n i t y  and w orth  . . . 

[w hich ] le a d s  t o  a s t a t e  o f  mind b e s t  d e s c r ib e d  by th e  o ld - f a s h io n e d  

w ord, r e s p e c t"  and to  "a s o c i e t y  th a t  i s  a 'commonwealth o f  mutual 

d e f e r e n c e " 1; (2) "a profound f a i t h  in  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r tu n ity "  which
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means t h a t  ev ery o n e  "must be g iv e n  th e  same chance . . . the a l l -  

im portant n o t io n  o f  f a i r n e s s " : (3) " the b e l i e f  i n  freedom" which means 

th a t  "each in d iv i d u a l  must be g iv e n  as w ide a f i e l d  to  roam in  a s  he 

w is h e s  . . . [b u t  a l s o ]  th a t  i f  a p erson  in  h i s  roaming p rev en ts  

a n o th er  man from ra n g in g  w id e ly ,  he must so  m od ify  h i s  b eh a v io r  as  to  

g iv e  h i s  f e l l o w  a s i m i l a r  o p p o r tu n ity  . . . freedom  im p l ie s  r e s t r a i n t " ;  

and (4)  th e  id e a  th a t  " ev ery  p erson  i s  ca p a b le  o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g  the  

n a tu re  o f  democracy: i t s  g o a l s ,  i t s  v a l u e s ,  i t s  p roced u res  and p r o 

c e s s e s "  w hich  r e s u l t s  in h e r e n t l y  in  th e  demand t h a t ,  by our r h e t o r i c ,  

"knowledge be made a v a i l a b l e  to  a l l  r a t h e r  than t o  th e  few . . . th a t

th e  s o u r c e s  and c h a n n e ls  o f  com m unication be made w ide and d i v e r s e ,
4

r a th e r  than l i m i t e d  o r  o n e - s id e d .  . . . "

Based on t h e s e  d em o cra t ic  i d e a l s  and v a l u e s ,  W allace  s a y s ,  the  

p u b l ic  communicator who would be e t h i c a l  i s  r e s p o n s i b le  t o  b u i ld  h i s  

r h e t o r i c  on or b u i ld  i n t o  h i s  r h e t o r i c  " the  h a b i t  o f  s e a r c h  . . . the  

h a b i t  o f  j u s t i c e  . . . the  h a b i t  o f  p r e f e r r in g  p u b l ic  to  p r iv a t e  m o t i 

v a t io n s  . . . [an d ] th e  h a b i t  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  d is s e n t ." '*  A ccord in g  to  

W a lla c e ,  t h e s e  a r e  th e  " m o r a l i t i e s "  o r ,  what I  would c a l l ,  the  r e s p o n 

s i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  e t h i c a l  com m unicator. They w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a commit

ment to  " the  d u ty  o f  s e a r c h  and in q u ir y ,  a l l e g i a n c e  to  a c c u r a c y ,  f a i r 

n e s s ,  and j u s t i c e  in  the s e l e c t i o n  and trea tm en t  o f  id e a s  and arguments, 

th e  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  subm it p r i v a t e  m o t iv a t io n s  to  p u b l ic  s c r u t i n y ,  and 

th e  t o l e r a t i o n  o f  d i s s e n t ." ^

For pu rp oses  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  W alla ce  s t a t e d  i t  b e s t  when he s a id  

th a t  th e  g r e a t  ta sk  o f  " the  communicator who r e s p e c t s  th e  d em o cra t ic
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way o f  l i f e  . . .  i s  to  h e lp  preserve  a kind o f  e q u a l i ty  o f  opp ortun ity

among id e a s  He e x p la in e d :

He must t h e r e f o r e  be a c c u r a te  in  r e p o r t in g  f a c t  and o p in io n ;  
he must r e s p e c t  a c c u r a c y .  M oreover, he must n o t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
warp and d i s t o r t  i d e a s .  Nor must he su p p ress  and c o n c e a l  m ate 
r i a l  which h i s  a u d ie n c e  would need in  j u s t l y  e v a l u a t i n g  h i s  
argum ent. He m ust,  fu r th erm o re ,  a v o id  th e  s h o r t - c u t  methods  
o f  th e  p r o p a g a n d is t s .  He cann ot make one word g u i l t y  by 
l o o s e l y  a s s o c i a t i n g  i t  w i t h  a n o th e r  g u i l t y  word. He cannot  
in d u lg e  in  the  t r i c k s  o f  em o tio n , cannot j u g g le  w ith  r e a s o n ,  
a t  th e  exp en se  o f  sound argum ent. In  h e lp in g  h i m s e l f  meet th e  
s tan d ard  o f  j u s t i c e ,  a communicator can a lw ays q u iz  h im s e l f :
In the  s e l e c t i o n  and p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  my m a t e r i a l s ,  am I  g i v i n g  
my a u d ie n c e  the o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  making f a i r  judgments? The 
sp ea k er  who can answer y e s  u n derstan d s  what i s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  
s h a r in g  o f  in fo r m a t io n  and o p in io n .  He knows t h a t  he has had 
a s p e c i a l  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  o b s e r v e ,  t o  l e a r n ,  to  e v a l u a t e ,  w hich  
most o f  h i s  h e a r e r s  may n o t  have had. He knows, a c c o r d i n g ly ,  
t h a t  one o f  h i s  jo b s  a s  a communicator i s  t o  h e lp  h i s  h e a r e r s  
com pensate fo r  th e  la c k  o f  s p e c i a l  o p p o r tu n i ty .  He r e a l i z e s  
th a t  he cannot p o s s i b l y  g iv e  them th e  same chance he has had,  
b u t he can g iv e  them th e  b e s t  chance th a t  tim e and o c c a s io n  
w i l l  a l l o w .  Speaker and h e a r e r ,  w r i t e r  and r e a d e r ,  cannot have  
had th e  same e x p e r ie n c e ,  b u t  th e y  can  f e e l  th a t  th e y  have had . .
. . [ I t  i s ]  what I  s h a l l  c a l l  th e  h a b i t  o f  j u s t i c e  . . . r e s p e c t  
f o r  t r u th  and a ccu ra c y  and r e s p e c t  f o r  f a i r  d e a l i n g .  . . . [We] 
must s ta n d  f o r  t r u t h  and j u s t i c e  in  com m unication b eca u se  the  
h e a l t h  and w e l fa r e  o f  a f r e e  s o c i e t y  depend upon th e  i n t e g r i t y  
o f  the com m unicator.^

When t h i s  c h a p te r  a rg u es  th a t  F a l w e l l  im poses h i s  own moral 

v ie w s  on o th e r s  and e x c lu d e s  th e  m oral v iew s  o f  o t h e r s ,  i t  means t h a t ,  

i n  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  he does  n o t  measure up t o  the c r i t e r i a  f o r  

e t h i c a l  r h e t o r i c  as  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  by W a lla c e .  F a l w e l l  may be e x e r c i s 

in g  h i s  r i g h t  o f  f r e e  s p e e c h ,  but he i s  n o t  m easuring up t o  h i s  r e 

s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  as  a p u b l ic  com m unicator, t o  prom ote, p r o t e c t ,  and r e 

s p e c t  th e  f r e e  sp eech  o f  o th e r s  . I do n o t  mean t o  im ply  th a t  any or  

ev e r y  p ersu a d er  who a rg u es  p a s s i o n a t e l y  o r  in  a b s o l u t i s t  terms i s  

a u t o m a t ic a l ly  u n e t h i c a l ,  a lth o u g h  some k in d s  o f  p e r s u a s io n  a re  i n h e r 

e n t l y  u n e t h ic a l  in  a f r e e  s o c i e t y ,  but r a t h e r  t o  argue th a t  such
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p e r s u a s iv e  r h e t o r i c  does n ot  measure up t o  w e l l - fo u n d e d  c r i t e r i a  fo r  

r e s p o n s i b l e  r h e t o r i c  and i s ,  a t  th e  b e s t ,  l e s s  than  e t h i c a l l y  a c c e p t 

a b le  in  a d em ocracy .

Among r h e t o r i c a l  t h e o r i s t s ,  th e r e  i s  c o n s id e r a b le  agreem ent

w ith  W allace  about the  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e t h i c a l  r h e t o r i c .  In  a 1973 sp e e c h ,

fo r  exam ple, e n t i t l e d  "The E t h ic s  o f  P u b l ic  D is c o u r s e ,"  R obert C. J e f -

r e y  d e f in e d  e t h i c a l  p u b l i c  d i s c o u r s e  a s  d e l i b e r a t e ,  f r e e ,  and r e sp o n -  
9

s i b l e . "  E h n in g e r 's  c o n c lu s io n  to  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  "Argument as Method:

I t s  N a tu r e ,  I t s  L i m i t a t i o n s ,  and I t s  U s e s ,"  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  e t h i c a l  

argument

as  a way o f  ' l i v i n g  through a common e x p e r ie n c e  from th e  o th e r  
s i d e . '  As a r e c i p r o c a l  h o n o r in g  o f  the  'p e r so n '  r a th e r  than  a 
u n i l a t e r a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  the b i o l o g i c a l  or econom ic i n d i v i d 
u a l  . . . t h e r e f o r e  a way o f  g a in in g  'freedom ' and ' r e s p o n s i b i l 
i t y '  by g r a n t in g  'freedom ' and ' r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ' ;  a way o f  a c h i e v 
in g  'p ersonhood ' f o r  o n e s e l f  by b e s to w in g  'p erson h ood ' upon 
a n o th e r .  Johnstone  has remarked th a t  th e  c r e a tu r e  who r e f u s e s  
t o  argue or  to  l i s t e n  to  arguments m u st ,  o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  remain  
som eth ing  l e s s  than human. B ecause man i s  by n a tu r e  a s o c i a l  
an im al he a t t a i n s  com p lete  humanity o n ly  when h e  e n t e r s  i n t o  
such  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  argument p r o v i d e s . The u l t im a t e  j u s t i f i 
c a t i o n  o f  argument a s  method . . . l i e s  i n  th e  f a c t  th a t  by  
in tr o d u c in g  th e  a rg u er  i n t o  a s i t u a t i o n  o f  r i s k  in  which open-  
m indedness and t o le r a n c e  a re  p o s s i b l e , '  i t  paves  th e  way toward  
'p erson h ood ' f o r  the d i s p u t a n t s ,  and through them and m i l l i o n s  
l i k e  them opens th e  way t o  a s o c i e t y  in  w hich  th e  v a lu e s  and 
commitments r e q u i s i t e  to  'p ersonhood ' may some day r e p la c e  th e  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  and s t r i f e  w hich  now s e p a r a te  man from man and 
n a t io n  from n a t i o n . 10

In  " R a t i o n a l i t y  and th e  L o g ic  o f  Good R ea so n s ,"  F i s h e r  q u o tes  

W. B. G a l l i e :

That we regard  a p erson  a s  r a t i o n a l  in  r e s p e c t  to  moral i s s u e s  
when he i s  prepared  to  d i s c u s s  or  has th e  h a b i t  and equipment  
f o r  d i s c u s s i n g ,  th e  m o ra lly  r e l e v a n t  pros and cons o f  any p r o 
posed  a c t i o n .  In  m o r a ls ,  as  much a s  in  r e l i g i o n  and p o l i t i c s ,  
th e  n o t io n  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  o f  f a r  g r e a t e r  im portance f o r  the  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  r a t i o n a l i t y  and r a t i o n a l  w i l l ,  than i s  th e  n o t io n  
o f  d e m o n str a t iv e  p r o o f . H
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12G a l l in g  t h i s  s ta te m e n t  " th e  k ey n o te  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n , "  F i s h e r

im p l i e s  a c o n n e c t io n  betw een G a l l i e ' s  moral d i s c u s s i o n  and r a t i o n a l i t y

and su p p o r ts  J o h n s to n e 's  n o t io n  t h a t  such r h e t o r i c  " i s  n o n -m a n ip u la t iv e ,

13b i l a t e r a l ,  d e l i b e r a t i v e ,  r e f l e x i v e ,  and a t t e n t i v e  t o  d a ta ."

Drawing from w r i t i n g s  by E h n in ger ,  F i s h e r ,  and J oh n ston e  as

w e l l  as  B r o c k r ie d e ,  Johannesen composed a " s y n t h e s i s  o f  p o t e n t i a l

14s ta n d a rd s  fo r  e t h i c a l  and sound r h e t o r i c . "  Among o th e r  t h i n g s ,  he  

s a y s ,  " e t h i c a l  r h e t o r i c  . . . a v o id s  in t d le r a n c e  arid acknow ledges  

a u d ie n c e  freedom o f  c h o ic e  . . .  i s  r e f l e x i v e  in  s c r u t i n i z i n g  o n e ' s  

own e v id e n c e  and r e a so n in g  and m o t iv e s ."  I t  i s  " a t t e n t i v e  t o  data"  

and i s  " b i l a t e r a l "  meaning "openness  to  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e l f - c h a n g e  

and . . . s c r u t i n y  by o t h e r s ."  I t  i s  " s e l f - p e r p e t u a t in g "  in  t h a t  i t  

" le a v e s  open th e  p o s s i b i l i t y "  o f  f u r t h e r  d e l i b e r a t i o n .  I t  "embodies  

an a t t i t u d e  o f  r e a s o n a b le n e s s "  in  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  su p p o r ts  o n e ' s  

v ie w s ,  i s  t o l e r a n t  o f  th e  r e a so n s  o f  o t h e r s ,  r e s p e c t s  the  w orth  o f  

o t h e r s ,  and a v o id s  p e r s o n a l i z i n g  a c o n tr o v e r sy .^ ^

The p o in t  i s , t h a t  r a th e r  than im posing  o n e ' s  own moral v iew s  

on o th e r s  or e x c lu d in g  th e  m oral v ie w s  o f  o t h e r s ,  e t h i c a l  r h e t o r i c  n u r 

t u r e s  and promotes freedom  o f  c h o i c e ,  openn ess  toward a l l  com peting  and 

p o s s i b l e  v ie w s ,  and c o n t in u ed  d i s c u s s i o n  and d eb a te  about v ie w s  th a t  

s t i l l  la c k  u n a n im ity .  T h is  c h a p te r  w i l l  argue t h a t ,  a t  i t s  e s s e n c e - -  

in  i t s  arguments and a p p e a l s —F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  n o ta b ly  

a t  the  "I  Love America" r a l l i e s ,  d oes  n o t  measure up to  th e  c r i t e r i a  

o f  e t h i c a l  and sound r h e t o r i c  so  w id e ly  en dorsed  by th e  b e s t  th in k e r s  

in  th e  f  i e l d .
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The E t h i c a l i t y  o f  F a l w e l l 1s R h etor ic

At t im es  F a l w e l l  seemed to  r e a l i z e  th e  im p osin g  e f f e c t  o f  h i s  

r h e t o r i c  as in  th e  Pen thouse  in t e r v i e w .

PENTHOUSE: . .• . I t ' s  q u i t e  okay f o r  you to  have your o p in io n s  
but o th e r  p e o p le  may n o t  sh a re  those*. And y e t  you  
a re  t r y in g  t o  im p ose , a r e  you n o t ,  your a t t i t u d e s  
on them? Based on th e  B i b l e ,  w hich  th e y  may n o t  
b e l i e v e  in?

FALWELL: W e l l ,  th ey  can sa y  th e  same th in g  about 'Thou s h a l t
n o t  s t e a l . '  I f  we t e l l  f o l k s ,  i f  we w r i t e  i t  down 
a n d ,s a y ,  'Y ou're  n o t  g o in g  t o  break in  t h i s  r e s t a u r 
an t a t  n ig h t - t im e  and s t e a l - - . '  'W e ll ,  where d id  you  
g e t  t h a t ? '  ' I  g o t  th a t  from th e  B ib le  'Thou s h a l t  
n o t  s t e a l . '  'W e l l ,  I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  th e  B i b l e . '
That does n o t  m atter'. I t ' s  the  m atter  o f  law!
For exam ple, in  t h i s  co u n try  h o m o s e x u a l i ty .  . . . 
There a r e  th o se  who a r e  s a y in g ,  'W e ll ,  t h a t ' s  an  
a l t e r n a t e  l i f e s t y l e . '  At t h i s  p r e s e n t  moment, in  
a l l  50 s t a t e s ,  and t h a t ' s  been  th e  c a s e  s i n c e  the  
days o f  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h i s  c o u n tr y ,  i t  i s  a 
v i o l a t i o n  n o t  o n ly  o f  God's law , o f  w r i t t e n  men's
law . And y e t  we a r e  t r y in g  to  make i t  som eth in g
o th e r  than th a t  when, in  f a c t ,  i t  i s  n o t .

PENTHOUSE: Some p eo p le  would c a l l  t h a t  p r o g r e s s ,  o f  c o u r s e .
A llo w in g  p e o p le  to  l i v e  a s  th ey  want t o .

FALWELL: Y e s ,  I  th in k  i t ' s  p e r v e r s e ,  t o o .

PENTHOUSE: Some p e o p le  would th in k  i t ' s  PROGRESS.

FALWELL: Oh, I'm  s o r r y .  I  m isu n d erstood  y ou . W e l l ,  I  s u p 
pose you co u ld  u se  th e  word 'p r o g r e s s '  t o  v a l i d a t e  
a lm o st  a n y th in g ,  b u t  I  lo o k  on i t  as  r e g r e s s i o n  
i n s t e a d .

PENTHOUSE: . . . D on 't  p e o p le  make the c r i t i c i s m  . . . t h a t  i t ' s
a v e r y  s i m p l i s t i c  d o c t r in e  w hich  y o u 'r e  p u t t i n g  f o r 
ward w hich  makes p e o p le  th in k  th e r e  are  ea sy  answ ers  
to  v e r y  c o m p lic a te d  q u e s t io n s ?  Do you n o t  f e e l  t h a t ' s  
a v a l i d  c r i t i c i s m ?

FALWELL: I  r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  I  th in k  th a t  you co u ld  sa y  th a t
s c i e n c e  i s  s i m p l i s t i c  b eca u se  i t ' s  e x a c t .  I  was 
s tu d y in g  m ech a n ica l  e n g in e e r in g  b e fo r e  I  even  
became a C h r i s t i a n .  . . . You come to  e x a c t ,
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s i m p l i s t i c  answers i f  you f o l l o w  th e  proper e q u a t io n s  
and th e  prop er  p r o c e s s e s .  . . . T h e o lo g y ,  t o  me, i s  
an e x a c t  s c i e n c e .  God i s  God. The B ib l e  i s  th e  i n - 

^ s p i r e d ,  in n e r e n t  work o f  God. And i f  everyone a c c e p t s  
the same t h e s e s  and the  same e q u a t io n s ,  th e y  w i l l  a r 
r i v e  a t  th e  same answ er .

PENTHOUSE: Y e s ,  but what i f  everybody d o e s n ' t ?  And t h e r e ' s  no
r ea so n  why th ey  s h o u ld .  Are you n o t  . . . s t e a m r o l l -  
i n g ,  w ith  the money t h a t  you g e n e r a te  from t e l e v i s i o n  
. . . to  push forward a m essage w h ich ,  in  i t s  way, i s
. . . r e p r e s s iv e ?

FALWELL: W e l l ,  i t  i s  e a sy  f o r  p e o p le  tod ay  who a r e  v i o l a t i n g
God's law and man's law to  r i d i c u l e  th o se  who oppose  
them by s im p ly  s a y in g ,  'That f e l l o w ' s  r e p r e s s iv e ;  
he i s  s u g g e s t i n g  a r e tu r n  t o  where America was f i f t y
y e a r s  a g o ,  m o r a l l y . '  And t h a t  i s  e x a c t l y  what I'm
p r o p o s in g ,  m o r a l l y . 16

R ather than s e e in g  any danger or a n y th in g  undem ocratic  or u n 

e t h i c a l  in  the  e f f e c t  o f  im posing h i s  v e r s io n  o f  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y  on

e t h e r s ,  F a l w e l l  d efen d ed  i t .  F a l w e l l  d efen d ed  i t  by c la im in g  th a t  what

le  was d o in g  was no d i f f e r e n t  from what L ib e r a ls  w ere d o in g .

L ib e r a l s  f o r  y e a r s  have been  f o r c i n g  t h e i r  v a lu e s  down p e o p le ' s  
th r o a t s  on t e l e v i s i o n ,  in  t e x t b o o k s ,  i n  m o v ie s ,  and through  
p u b l ic  law . Now t h a t  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  have gagged and a r e  a t t e m p t 
in g  to  s p i t  up, l i b e r a l s  a r e  n o t  o n ly  t r y in g  to  f o r c e  us t o  keep
sw a l lo w in g  what t h e y 'v e  a lr e a d y  g iv e n  u s ,  b u t  to  a c c e p t  more on
top  o f  i t .

In a s p e c i a l  a r t i c l e  an sw er in g  a c c u s a t io n s  th a t  th e  Moral M ajor

i t y  were im posing  t h e i r  v ie w s  on o t h e r s ,  F a l w e l l  a sk e d ,  " Is  m o t iv a t in g  

people to  r e g i s t e r ,  in fo rm in g  them on i s s u e s  and a s k in g  them to  v o t e  un-  

.hnerican and u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ? "  And he an sw ered , "No more so  than th e  

b la c k  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d r iv e s  o f  th e  1960s or th e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i s m

j f  th e  l a t e  Dr. M artin  L uther K ing , th e  B e r r ig a n  b r o t h e r s ,  W il l ia m  Sloane

18D off in  and th e  r e s t . "  F a l w e l l  p r o t e s t e d  the a t t a c k s  on th e  Moral Ma

j o r i t y  by L ib e r a l s :
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When L ib e r a l s  f i r s t  began a t t a c k in g  th e  Moral M a jo r i ty ,  th e y  s a id  
we had no r i g h t  t o  speak o u t . When i t  was p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  the  
l i b e r a l  agenda was w e l l  r e p r e s e n te d  in  the 1960s and '7 0 s  in  the  
governm ent, in  th e  s t r e e t s  and in  l i b e r a l  c h u r c h e s ,  th e  l i b e r a l s  
conceded  th a t  w h i le  we had th e  r i g h t  to  speak  i t  was wrong f o r  
us t o  t r y  to  ' im p o se '  our m oral v ie w p o in t  on everyon e  e l s e .

Of c o u r s e ,  th e r e  was n o th in g  wrong, so  f a r  as l i b e r a l s  w ere c o n 
c e r n e d ,  w ith  ' im p o s in g '  t h e i r  own v ie w s ,  w hether  th o s e  v iew s  had 
t o  do w i t h  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  th e  ^ ietnam  War, b u s in g ,  th e  e r a d i c a t i o n  
o f  v o lu n ta r y  s c h o o l  p rayer  or the  e x te r m in a t io n  o f  unborn b a b ie s  
through  a b o r t io n .  L ib e r a l s  c o u ld  impose t h e i r  v ie w s  b e ca u se  
l i b e r a l s  w ere r i g h t  I And th e y  c a l l  us a r r o g a n t ' . ^

F a lw e l l  i n s i s t e d ,  "We're n o t  t r y in g  to  jam our m oral p h i lo s o p h y

down th e  th r o a t s  o f  o t h e r s .  W e're t r y in g  s im p ly  to  keep  some from jam-

20ming t h e i r  amoral p h i lo s o p h ie s  down our t h r o a t s ."

Furth erm ore, he d efen d ed  i t  by e x p la i n i n g  th a t  i t  was n e c e s 

sa r y :

L e t ' s  remember th a t  a l l  law i s  th e  im p o s i t io n  o f  som eon e's  m o r a l
i t y  t o  th e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  someone e l s e ' s  m o r a l i t y .  We have laws  
a g a i n s t  murder, r a p e ,  i n c e s t ,  c a n n ib a l ism  and s t e a l i n g .  No d ou b t,  
th e r e  a re  m u rderers ,  r a p i s t s ,  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f  i n c e s t ,  c a n n ib a ls  
and t h i e v e s  who a r e  u p se t  th a t  t h e i r  ' r i g h t s '  have been  d e n ie d .
But in  o rd er  to  p r o v id e  f o r  th e  common d e f e n s e  and promote th e  
g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e ,  i t  was deemed n e c e s s a r y  to  p a ss  su ch  l a w s .21

At th e  South Dakota r a l l y ,  f o r  exam ple, he e x p la in e d  th a t  i t  

was n e c e s s a r y  t o  impose th e  F u n d a m e n ta l is t  m o r a l i t y  on th e  t e l e v i s i o n  

i n d u s t r y .

W e're n o t  t a l k i n g  about c e n s o r s h ip .  We b e l i e v e  in  th e  f i r s t  
amendment r i g h t s .  I  a s  a p r e a c h e r ,  you as  a newsman, o f  c o u rse  
we b e l i e v e  in  th e  r i g h t  to  sp ea k ,  t o  w r i t e  down on paper what 
our c o n v ic t i o n s  a r e .  The freedom  o f  th e  p r e s s ,  th e  freedom  
t o  p r e a c h .  But may I  sa y  th a t  my freedom  o f  sp eech  ends where  
your w e l l - b e i n g  b e g i n s .  I  have no r i g h t  to  sh o u t  'F ir e ' . '  in  a 
crowded t h e a t r e  any more than  the  smut p e d d le r s  have t o  p u b l i s h  
and d i s t r i b u t e  th e  k ind  o f  garbage t h a t ' s  w ip in g  out th e  m oral 
v a lu e s  o f  our sons and d a u g h te rs  a c r o s s  t h i s  n a t i o n . 22

F a l w e l l ' s  argument was t h a t  one sh ou ld  n o t  speak  in  such a way 

a s  to  impose on o t h e r ' s  w e l l - b e i n g  anymore than one sh ou ld  sh o u t  "Fire!"
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in  a crowded t h e a t r e  b eca u se  o f  th e  danger t o  the crowd and t h a t ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  pornographers sh o u ld  n o t  p u b l i s h  and d i s t r i b u t e  t h e i r  m ate 

r i a l  b eca u se  o f  th e  danger t o  th e  moral v a lu e s  o f  c h i l d r e n .  Then, in  

what seemed t o  be a c o n t r a d ic t i o n  o f  h i s  own argum ent, F a l w e l l  argued  

th a t  th e  unchecked in c r e a s e  o f  pornography on t e l e v i s i o n  n e c e s s i t a t e s  

im posing  th e  m a jo r i ty  m o r a l i t y  on an immoral and am oral in d u s tr y  f o r  

the  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a l l :

During the 1 9 8 0 's  we must d e a l  w i t h  t h a t .  I  w ould p r e d ic t  th a t  
by 1985 , i f  we do n o t  d e a l  w i t h  th e  pornography problem , . . . 
p r im e-t im e  t e l e v i s i o n  w i l l  be f i l l e d  w ith  what we now c a l l  in  
th e  movie in d u s t r y  X -ra ted  f i l m s .  And ev er y  p a s s in g  y e a r ,  i f  
you a re  one who w atches  t e l e v i s i o n ,  you must adm it i t ' s  becoming  
more r i s q u e ,  more s u g g e s t i v e ,  more v u lg a r ,  more d i r t y ,  more p r o 
f a n e .  W e l l ,  you s a y ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  s o  bad . Y es ,  the  f a c t  t h a t  you  
have b een  c o n d i t io n e d  to  the  p o in t  th a t  y o u 'r e  w i l l i n g  to  a c c e p t  
i t ,  i n d i c a t e s  th a t  you have been b ra in w ash ed . Much o f  t e l e v i 
s io n  tod ay  i s  n o t  f i t  f o r  human consum ption  and som eth in g  needs  
t o  be d o n e .

The o n ly  t h in g  we can d o ,  s i n c e  we do n o t  have nor do we want 
the  r i g h t  o f  c e n s o r s h ip  on t e l e v i s i o n ,  i s  t o  f in d  out who th o se  
sp o n so rs  a r e ,  and w e 'r e  d o in g  t h a t .  Of a l l  th e  major o f f e n d in g  
program s, who a re  th e  number one sp o n so rs  o f  the d i r t i e s t  p r o 
grams? And in  th e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  1981 , I  w i l l  be w r i t i n g  you a 
l e t t e r  to  ask  you to  p le d g e  a lo n g  w ith  many o th e r  m i l l i o n s  o f  
Americans n o t  to  purchase any o f  th e  p ro d u cts  produced by th e  
co n g lo m er a tes  t h a t  a re  com m itt in g  th e m se lv e s  to  th e  prom otion  
o f  v u lg a r  and d i r t y  t e l e v i s i o n .  I  th in k  t h a t ,  e c o n o m ic a l ly ,  
we can make a d i f f e r e n c e  i f  we do t h a t .

Our purpose i s  n o t  t o  damage in d u s t r y  b u t  t o  make i t  r e s p o n s i b l e .  
And i f  we do t h a t ,  s i n c e  a l l  th r e e  netw orks o b v io u s ly  have e x e c u 
t i v e s  who a r e  n o t  r e s p o n s i b le  or e l s e  th ey  would n o t  be p u t t in g  
t h i s  upon th e  American p u b l i c ,  a c t u a l l y  i f  th e  e x e c u t i v e s  d e c id e d  
t h a t  w e 'r e  g o in g  t o  have fa m i ly  o r i e n te d  programming, th e  sp o n 
s o r s  would have no c h o ic e  b u t  t o  sp o n so r  t h a t  w hich i s  a v a i l a b l e .  
And no one would be h u r t .  W e l l ,  s i n c e  th e  network e x e c u t i v e s  
w o n 't  do i t ,  th en  the  good p e o p le  o f  America must do i t ,  and I  
s u g g e s t  to  you t h a t ,  i f  we can a f f e c t  t h e i r  b a la n c e  s h e e t  by a 
few p o i n t s ,  t h e y ' l l  become more r e l i g i o u s  ab ou t t h i s  t h in g .
And w e ' l l  f in d  th a t  m ost o f  the netw orks w i l l  have c l e a n e r  p r o 
gramming i n  th e  y e a r s  to  come.
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When F a l w e l l  sa y s  su ch  th in g s  a s  "We must d e a l  w ith  t h a t ,"  

"Something needed t o  be d on e ,  " " S in ce  the  network e x e c u t i v e s  w o n 't  

do i t ,  th en  the good p e o p le  o f  America must do i t , "  " I f  we can a f f e c t  

t h e i r  b a la n c e  s h e e t  by a few  p o i n t s ,  t h e y ' l l  become more r e l i g i o u s  

about t h e i r  t h in g ,"  and , " I t  i s n ' t  a m atter  o f  i f  we s h o u ld ,  we must 

do i t , "  he i s  p r o p o s in g ,  in  e f f e c t ,  to  impose h i s  m o r a l i t y  on th e  

t e l e v i s i o n  in d u s t r y .

F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  in  some c a s e s ,  n o t  o n ly  imposes  

h i s  v iew s  on o t h e r s ,  b u t ,  in  e f f e c t ,  a l s o  a c t u a l l y  e x c lu d e s  th e  p o s s i 

b i l i t y  o f  o th e r  p o in t s  o f  v ie w .  For exam ple , F a l w e l l ' s  arguments and 

a p p e a ls  co n c e r n in g  a b o r t io n  n o t  o n ly  impose h i s  v ie w s  on anyone n eed in g  

or w antin g  an a b o r t io n ,  th e y  a l s o  have th e  e f f e c t  o f  e x c lu d in g  th e  

v ie w s  o f  th o se  who b e l i e v e  in  freedom  o f  c h o i c e ,  F a l w e l l  c a l l s  f o r  

a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment t h a t  would p r o h ib i t  anyone from h av in g  an  

a b o r t io n ,  i . e . ,  e x c lu d e  t h e i r  freedom  o f  c h o i c e ,  f o r  any r ea so n  o th e r  

than to  save  the  l i f e  o f  th e  m oth er . The e f f e c t  i s  t o  e x c lu d e  th e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  v iew s  o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  in  th e  

c a s e  o f  a b o r t io n .  Under F a l w e l l ' s  amendment, f o r  exam ple , i f  o n e 's  

w i f e  becomes p r e g n a n t ,  even  i f  she w ere p h y s i c a l l y  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  

u n ab le  to  c a r r y  the baby through th e  pregnancy o r  ca re  f o r  i t  a f t e r  

b i r t h ,  or i f  the fa m i ly  w ere unable  to  a f f o r d  a n o th er  baby f i n a n c i a l l y ,  

sh e  would be l e f t  no c h o ic e  b u t  to  have i t .

F a l w e l l  adm its  a s  much in  th e  P enthouse in t e r v ie w :

PENTHOUSE: . . . S u r e ly  what y o u r 'r e  a d v o c a t in g  i s  a s l i g h t  c o n 
t r a d i c t i o n ,  b eca u se  i t s  freedom  f o r  p e o p le  who b e 
l i e v e  in  what you b e l i e v e .  A b o r t io n ,  fo r  i n s t a n c e - -  
your p o s i t i o n  seems t o  be a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n  and s u r e ,  
w hich  would n ot  a l lo w  freedom  to  o th e r  p e o p le  who 
d o n ' t  f e e l  th e  same way a s  y o u .
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FALWELL: R u les  and r e g u l a t i o n s ,  s ta n d a rd s  o f  b e h a v io r ,  are
a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  in  any c i v i l i z e d  s o c i e t y .  For 
exam p le , I  b e l i e v e  in  freedom o f  s p e e c h ,  b u t  t h a t  
does n o t  p erm it  me t o  s ta n d  up i n  t h i s  r e s t a u r a n t  
and y e l l  ' F i r e ! 1 when th e r e  i s  no f i r e ,  b eca u se  my 
freedom  o f  sp e e c h  i s  now i n f r i n g i n g  upon th e  r i g h t s  
and b e n e f i t s  and w e l l - b e i n g  o f  th e  p eo p le  in  t h i s  
room. And I  have no r i g h t  to  u se  my freedom o f  
s p eech  to  l i b e l  or  s la n d e r  som eon e's  c h a r a c t e r .
My freedom  o f  sp eech  ends where someone e l s e ' s  
w e l l - b e i n g  b e g in s .

Now th a t  i s  l i k e w i s e  t r u e  in  the  m a tter  o f  a b o r t io n  
. . . .  I t  has a lw ays been th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  the B ib le  
t h a t  l i f e  has d i g n i t y ;  l i f e  b e g in s  w ith  c o n c e p t io n ,  
n o t  b i r t h .  And i t ' s  n o t  a Roman C a t h o l i c  p o s i t i o n ,  
a b o r t io n  i s  n o t  a Roman C a t h o l i c  i s s u e  as th e  p o l i 
t i c i a n s  t r y  t o  make i t .  I t ' s  a moral i s s u e .  And 
i t ' s  to  our d i s c r e d i t ,  who a r e  n o t  C a t h o l i c s ,  th a t  
w e'v e  a l lo w e d  the Roman C a t h o l i c s  t o  ca rr y  th a t  b a l l .  
Now th e  id e a  o f  'freedom  o f  c h o i c e , '  w hich  i s  what 
th ey  p r e f e r  to  use  r a th e r  than 'freedom  to  k i l l , '  
to  me i s  an ob n ox iou s  s ta t e m e n t  and a r i d i c u l o u s  
s ta t e m e n t .  I t ' s  l i k e  a bank rob ber  s a y in g ,  ' I  
have freedom t o  b reak  s a f e s ,  and I  want my fr e e d o m .'

W e l l ,  we b e l i e v e  th a t  r u l e s ,  s tan d ard  r e g u l a t i o n s - -  
and t h i s  i s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  what anyone th in k s  about  
America; i t  w as,  in d e e d ,  founded upon J u d e o -C h r is t ia n  
e t h i c .  Our fo u n d in g  f a t h e r s  w ere n o t  a l l  committed  
C h r is t ia n s  or com m itted Jew s, bu t th e y  were committed  
t o  B i b l i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s .^4

The c r u c i a l  p o in t  i s  t h a t ,  on the i s s u e  o f  a b o r t io n ,  F a l w e l l

s e e k s  t o  e x c lu d e  freedom  o f  c h o i c e ,  in  f a c t ,  c a l l s  i t  obnoxious and

r i d i c u l o u s .  F a l w e l l  s a id  a t  th e  New Hampshire r a l l y  t h a t ,  b eca u se  o f

th e  murder o f  unborn b a b i e s ,  " l i k e  N a z i Germany, we are  under th e  w rath

’ o f  God . . . and I  want to  s a y  th a t  I  th in k  e v e r y  American had b e t t e r

s t a r t  a g r e e in g  [w i t h  us]  on t h e s e  i s s u e s  o f  human r i g h t s  f o r  unborn  

25b a b ie s ."  I f  freedom  o f  c h o ic e  i s  e x c lu d e d ,  th en  a b o r t io n  i s  e x c lu d e d  

as a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  and thus th e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  and d eb a te  i s  

e x c lu d e d .

277



www.manaraa.com

I t  i s  i r o n i c  th a t  one o f  F a l w e l l ’ s fundam ental co m p la in ts

a g a i n s t  th e  Supreme Court d e c i s i o n  p e r m it t in g  a b o r t io n  i s  th a t  i t  was

2 6done by governm enta l " f i a t , "  t h a t ,  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  th e  L ib e r a l  m o r a l i t y  

on t h i s  i s s u e  was imposed on c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  and t h a t ,  t h e r e 

f o r e ,  the  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r i s t ia n s  v ie w  was e x c lu d e d  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  

p u r p o s e s .  Y e t ,  F a l w e l l  i s  a t t e m p t in g  t o  do th e  same t h i n g - - t o  impose 

h i s  m o r a l i t y  about a b o r t io n ,  a s  w e l l  as  a spectru m  o f  o th e r  i s s u e s ,  on 

L ib e r a l s  and o th e r s  who d i s a g r e e  and do i t  by government f i a t ,  in  t h i s  

c a s e ,  an a c t  o f  C o n g r ess .

When one remembers t h a t  F a l w e l l ' s  fundam ental p h i lo s o p h y  o f  

law i s  th a t  " a l l  law i s  th e  im p o s i t io n  o f  som eon e's  m o r a l i t y  to  the

e x c l u s i o n  o f  someone e l s e ' s  m o r a l i ty "  and th a t  i t  i s  " n e c e s sa r y  t o  pass  

27su ch  la w s ,"  one i s  tempted to  th in k  t h a t  F a l w e l l  b e l i e v e s  i t  i s  a l l  

r i g h t  t o  p a ss  such  law s on s t i l l  d e b a ta b le  i s s u e s  a s  lo n g  a s  th e  laws 

r e f l e c t  " h is"  m oral v i e w s .

We may more r e a d i l y  u n derstand  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  

n e c e s s i t y  o f  e x c lu d in g  th e  v ie w s  o f  o t h e r s  when we u nderstand  the  c o n 

s e r v a t i v e  C h r i s t ia n  d o c t r in e  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  a s  h e ld  by F a l w e l l  and o th e r  

F u n d a m e n t a l i s t s . A prim ary p a r t  o f  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  S a l v a t io n  i s  t h a t  

anyone who does  n o t  b e l i e v e  in  Jesu s  a s  God's s o n ,  the M e ss ia h ,  th e  

S a v io u r ,  and in  h i s  d ea th  as God's atonem ent or payment f o r  our s i n ,  

i s  dead in  h i s  s i n ,  l o s t  from God, and can not go t o  h eaven  but w i l l  

go to  h e l l .  I t  i s  based  on s e v e r a l  B i b l i c a l  p a s s a g e s :  "He th a t

b e l i e v e t h  on th e  Son hath  e v e r l a s t i n g  l i f e  and he t h a t  b e l i e v e t h  n o t

28the Son s h a l l  n o t  s e e  l i f e ;  bu t th e  w rath  o f  God a b id e th  on him."  

"N either i s  th e r e  s a l v a t i o n  in  any o th e r :  "There i s  none o th e r  name
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g iv e n  among men whereby we must be saved"; and " Jesus  s a i t h  un to  him,

and I  am th e  way, th e  t r u t h ,  and th e  l i f e :  no man cometh unto  th e

30F a th e r ,  bu t by me." The l a s t  p a ssa g e  i s  a s ta te m e n t  made by J e s u s ,  

and th e  argument i s ,  as  I  have heard B a p t i s t  p rea ch er s  s a y  o f t e n ,  th a t  

J e su s  was e i t h e r  t e l l i n g  th e  t r u t h  or was th e  b i g g e s t  l i a r  who e v e r  

l i v e d .  I f  he w ere t e l l i n g  the  t r u t h ,  th en  th e r e  i s  no o t h e r  way to  be  

saved  and become a c h i l d  o f  God e x c e p t  by b e l i e v i n g  i n  J e s u s .  Of 

c o u r s e ,  th e  end o f  such d o c t r in e  i s  th a t  no one b u t  a C h r i s t ia n  can be 

" sa v e d ,"  be a c h i l d  o f  God, or go t o  heaven  and th a t  everyone who i s  

n o t  a C h r i s t ia n  i s  g o in g  to  h e l l .  The more c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r i s t ia n s  

b e l i e v e  a p erson  has to  b e l i e v e  in  J e su s  as  th e y  do in  ord er  t o  be 

sa v ed  and e sc a p e  h e l l .

The im portance o f  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  an e x c l u s i v e  s a l v a t i o n  in  

our s tu d y  o f  F a l w e l l  i s  t h a t  he seems to  have c a r r ie d  i t  o v e r  i n t o  h i s  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g .  R ather than em phasize in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  

t h a t  p e o p le  have to  b e l i e v e  in  J esu s  i n  o rd er  t o  be s a v e d ,  F a l w e l l  

im p l i e s  t h a t  th e  p e o p le  who are n o t  y e t  a p a r t  o f  th e  m oral m a jo r i ty  

have to  b e l i e v e  in  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y ,  th e  way F a l w e l l  and th e  Funda

m e n t a l i s t s  d o ,  in  ord er  f o r  th e  n a t io n  t o  be s a v e d .  I t  i s  a p o l i t i c a l  

v e r s io n  o f  th e  d o c t r in e  o f  e x c l u s i v i s m .  In h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  

i t  i s  n o t  who one b e l i e v e s  i n ,  w hether  one b e l i e v e s  in  J esu s  a s  God's 

Son, and i t  i s  n o t  b e in g  saved  from h e l l ;  r a t h e r ,  i t  i s  what one b e 

l i e v e s ,  w hether one b e l i e v e s  in  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y ,  and i t  i s  b e in g  

saved  a s  a n a t io n  from c e r t a i n  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  e co n o m ic ,  and m i l i 

ta r y  c a t a s t r o p e ,  th e  m oral e q u iv a le n t  o f  h e l l .  And, i f  enough A m eri

cans w i l l  ad h ere  to  th e  m oral v a lu e s  h e ld  by th e  Moral M a jo r i ty ,  th a t
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i s ,  l i k e  F a l w e l l  and o th e r  F u n d a m e n ta l i s t s ,  th en  America can be saved  

from th e  impending and imminent c a ta s t r o p h e  th a t  i s  c e r t a i n  to  o v e r ta k e  

our n a t io n  i f  su ch  a m oral c o n v e r s io n  d oes  n o t  o c c u r .

An example o f  t h i s  d o c t r in e  in  F a l w e l l ’ s p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch in g

i s  t h i s  s ta te m e n t  in  th e  M ich igan  r a l l y :

Now, we lo v e  h o m o se x u a ls .  We've n e v e r  had any d i f f i c u l t y  d i s 
t i n g u i s h i n g  betw een  th e  s i n  and th e  s i n n e r .  We can lo v e  th e  
s in n e r  and h a te  h i s  s i n .  We have done t h a t  e v e r  s i n c e  th e r e  
has been  a C h r i s t ia n  m i n i s t r y .  But we d o n ' t  h e lp  a s in n e r  by  
t e l l i n g  him t h a t  h i s  s i n  i s  o k a y . Any more th an  a  d o c to r  t e l l 
in g  a can cer  p a t i e n t  t h a t  a l l  he n eed s  i s  a b a n d -a id ,  h e ' s  j u s t  
g o t  a l i t t l e  b en ig n  s o r e .  He d oes  h i s  p a t i e n t  a d i s s e r v i c e  by 
n o t  t e l l i n g  him th e  t r u t h .  'Y ou 're  p e r v e r t .  You need  d e l i v e r 
an ce  by th e  g o s p e l  o f  C h r is t  f o r  your s i n .  God lo v e s  y o u ,  but  
y o u 'v e  g o t  to  come t o  th e  C h r i s t ia n  w a y . '31

When one c o n s id e r s  (1 )  the r h e t o r i c a l  s t r a t e g i e s - - t h e  d e n u n c ia 

t i o n  in h e r e n t  in  th e  je r e m ia d ,  the  a c c u s a t io n  in h e r e n t  i n  p a r a n o ia ,  

th e  in t im i d a t i o n  in h e r e n t  in  c a t a s t a s i s ,  (2 )  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  a r g u 

ments and a p p e a ls  n a t u r a l  to  th o s e  s t r a t e g i e s ,  th e  a b s o lu t i s m ,  a u t h o r i 

ta r ia n i s m ,  and a g g r e s s io n  o f  th e  s t y l e  and th e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  and 

s i m p l i c i t y  o f  h i s  r e a s o n in g ,  and (3 )  th e  e f f e c t  o f  im posing  h i s  v iew s  

on o t h e r s ,  one may r e a s o n a b ly  co n c lu d e  t h a t  i t  co u ld  le a d  u l t i m a t e l y  

t o  a r h e t o r i c  o f  e x c l u s i o n ,  a k in d  o f  e x o r c is m ,  i n  w hich  he s e e k s  to

e x c lu d e  th o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i d e a s ,  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  whose m o r a l i t y  i s

d i f f e r e n t  from h i s  and th e  Moral M a jo r i ty .

F i s h e r  p r o v id e s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  such  a c a u s e - e f f e c t  phenomenon in  

p e r s u a s io n  when h e  e x p la i n s  " th a t  a communicator p e r c e iv e s  a r h e t o r i c a l  

s i t u a t i o n  in  terms o f  a m o t iv e ,  and t h a t  an o r g a n ic  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t s  

betw een  h i s  p e r c e p t io n  and h i s  r e sp o n se  t o  t h a t  c ir c u m sta n c e ;  h i s  p e r 

c e p t io n  d e te r m in e s  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  h i s  d i s c o u r s e  and h i s  p r e s e n -
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32t a t i o n . "  I t  may be t h a t  F a l w e l l ' s  a t te m p t  a t  e x c l u s i o n  i s  a r h e t o r 

i c a l  m o t iv e ,  as  w e l l  a s  a method, i n  much th e  same way t h a t  F i s h e r

c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a f f i r m a t i o n ,  r e a f f i r m a t i o n ,  p u r i f i c a t i o n ,  and s u b v e r s io n  

33as  m o t iv e s .  R ather  than s e e k in g  " to  i n i t i a t e  an id e o lo g y "  as  in

34 35a f f i r m a t i o n ,  " to  r e v i t a l i z e  one" as  i n  r e a f f i r m a t i o n ,  " to  r e f i n e

3 6one" as  in  p u r i f i c a t i o n ,  " to  weaken or d e s t r o y  an id e o lo g y "  as in  

37s u b v e r s io n ,  F a l w e l l  more n e a r l y  s e e k s  t o  e x c lu d e  the v iew s  o f  o th e r s

whose id e o l o g y  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from h i s .  F a l w e l l  c la im s  o t h e r w is e .

At th e  same t im e ,  we a r e  n o t  t r y i n g ,  we do n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  th e  
im p o s i t io n  o f  o u r  r e l i g i o u s  v a lu e s  on o t h e r s .  W e're a g a i n s t  
r e l i g i o u s  t e s t s  f o r  c a n d id a t e s .  W e're opposed t o  v o t in g  in  
c a n d id a te s  who happen to  be B a p t i s t s  or b o r n -a g a in  e v a n g e l i s t  
or  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t .  We a r e  t o t a l l y ,  and e n t i r e l y  s u p p o r t in g  
th o s e  c a n d id a te s  who a r e  f i r s t  o f  a l l  c a p a b le  t o  f i l l  t h a t  
o f f i c e  and who a r e  most c l o s e l y  a l i k e  w i t h  o u r s .  Every c i t i 
zen  should v o t e  t h a t  w ay. I  can h o n e s t l y  t e l l  you t h a t  I  co u ld  
v o t e  f o r  a Jew ish  p r e s i d e n t ,  a Roman C a t h o l i c  p r e s i d e n t ,  a Mor
mon p r e s id e n t  a s  q u ic k ly  as I  c o u ld  f o r  an Independen t B a p t i s t  
p r e s id e n t  p r o v id in g  t h a t  p erson  h e ld  t o  th e  r i g h t  v a lu e s  and 
p o s s e s s e d  th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  n e c e s s a r y  to  l e a d . 38

At th e  South  Dakota r a l l y ,  he s a i d ,  "Those p erson s  who th in k

th a t  C h r i s t ia n  le a d e r s  a r e  t r y in g  to  mimic or  copy what th e  a y a t o l l a h

i s  d o in g  a re  s im p ly  uninform ed and i g n o r a n t .  We have an o b l i g a t i o n  to

h e lp  g u id e  our c o u n tr y ,"  he e x p la i n e d ,  "and c r e a t e  a m oral c l im a t e  but

39n o th in g  more than  t h a t .  And t h a t ' s  a l l  we a re  t r y i n g  t o  d o ."  At th e  

M innesota  r a l l y ,  F a l w e l l  i n s i s t e d ,  "We want to  have i n f l u e n c e  n o t  c o n 

t r o l .  We have no i n t e n t i o n  to  run a n y th in g  . . .  we have a r e s p o n s i 

b i l i t y  to  ta k e  our s ta n d  f o r  what i s  r i g h t ,  t o  c r e a t e  a m oral c o n sc ie n c e

40and c l im a t e  i n  t h i s  c o u n tr y .  . . ." But what F a l w e l l  d oes  n o t  co u n 

ten a n ce  i s  t h a t  th e  argum ents he employs to  c r e a t e  t h a t  m oral c l i m a t e ,  

i f  tak en  t o  t h e i r  u l t im a t e  c o n c l u s io n ,  w hether  i n t e n t i o n a l  or n o t ,  w i l l

281



www.manaraa.com

le a d  n o t  o n ly  t o  im posing  h i s  own m oral v iew s  b u t  to  e x c lu d in g  the  

m oral v ie w s  o f  o t h e r s . More than m ere ly  t o  c r e a t e  a m oral c l i m a t e . 

he w i l l  impose a m oral d o c t r i n e  and e x c lu d e  m oral d i f f e r e n c e s .

F a l w e l l  a p p a r e n t ly  i s  m o t iv a te d  to  e x c lu d e  from th e  open mark

e t p l a c e  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  p e r s u a s io n  th e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  d e b a te ,  d is a g r e e m e n t ,  

and d em o c r a t ic  d e c i s i o n s  s o  e s s e n t i a l  on m oral i s s u e s  o f  p u b l i c  i n t e r 

e s t .  He s a y s  he t r u s t s  th e  American p e o p le  and i s  w i l l i n g  t o  l e a v e

41th e  i s s u e s  up to  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  p e o p le .  However, in  th e  same

b r e a t h ,  he b e tr a y s  th e  r ea so n  he i s  w i l l i n g  to  l e a v e  i t  up to  th e

p e o p le - - b e c a u s e  he f i r m l y  b e l i e v e s  a m a jo r i ty  o f  Americans a g r e e  w ith

42him on th e  i s s u e s  he has r a i s e d .

As e v id e n c e d  by th e  name "Moral M a jo r i ty ,"  F a l w e l l  i s  c o n f i 

d en t  he r e p r e s e n t s  and sp eak s  f o r  a m a jo r i ty  o f  A m ericans . He empha

s i z e s  r e p e a t e d l y  th a t  a b a s i s  b o th  f o r  s t a r t i n g  th e  Moral M a jo r i ty  and 

g i v i n g  th e  o r g a n iz a t i o n  i t s  name was th e  1979 G allu p  P o l l  w hich  c o n 

c lud ed  th a t  e i g h t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  Am ericans s t i l l  b e l i e v e  in  th e  Ten 

43Commandments. F a l w e l l ,  based  a t  l e a s t  on what he s a id  i n  some "I  

Love America" r a l l i e s ,  drew th e  unfounded c o n c l u s io n  from th e  G allup  

f in d in g s  t h a t  an overw helm ing m a jo r i ty  o f  Am ericans b e l i e v e  th e  same 

a s  he d oes  ab ou t s p e c i f i c  moral i s s u e s .  For exam ple, he s a id  a t  the  

M ichigan  r a l l y :

A r e c e n t  G allu p  P o l l  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  84 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  Americans  
s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  Ten Commandments a r e  v a l i d  f o r  to d a y .
That d o e s n ’ t  mean th e y  a l l  can  q u o te  th e  Ten Commandments. . . .
But thank God [ i t  d oes  mean] t h a t  84 p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  Americans  
a g r e e ,  th ey  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  a s s e n t  to  B ib l e  m o r a l i t y ,  d e c e n c y .
I  want to  sa y  t h a t  th e  tim e has come when t h i s  g r e a t  army, 84 
p e r c e n t ,  n eed s  to  s ta n d  up and s a y  t o  Mr. C a r te r ,  to  C o n g ress ,  
to  th e  j u d i c i a r y ,  and to  a l l  f i f t y  s t a t e  h o u se s ,  "We're g o in g
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to  r e tu r n  to  M oral s a n i t y  w ith  o r  w ith o u t y o u , 1 and we need  
th a t  t o  happen r ig h t  a w a y .^

F a lw e l l  has n o t ,  in  p r a c t ic e  a t  l e a s t ,  l e f t  th e  m oral i s s u e s  

up to  th e  p e o p le .  R ather he has so u g h t to  m a n ip u la te  th e  p e r c e iv e d  

m oral m a jo r ity  o f  A m ericans an d , through  them , th e  governm ent in t o  

im p o s in g , by fo r c e  o f  la w , th e  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts ' m o r a li ty  on th e  n a t io n  

even  i f  i t  may e x c lu d e  th e  v ie w s  o f  o th e r s  as in  th e  c a s e  o f  t e l e v i 

s io n  and a b o r t io n .

N ot o n ly  d id  F a lw e l l  b a se  h i s  movement on t h e  p e r c e iv e d  " fa c t"  

th a t  a m a jo r ity  b e l i e v e d  a s  he d id ,  he a l s o  u sed  th a t  " fa c t"  to  j u s 

t i f y  im p osin g  h is  v ie w s on o th e r s  even  to  th e  e x te n t  o f  e x c lu d in g  

o th e r  v ie w s .  In  w hat may be c a l l e d  a myth o f  th e m a jo r ity  m e n t a l i ty ,  

h is  th in k in g  seem s to  be t h a t ,  b eca u se  th ey  a re  a m a jo r ity ,  th e r e  i s  

a m a jo r ity  m o r a lity  and t h a t ,  b eca u se  t h e ir  m o r a lity  i s  in  th e  m ajor

i t y ,  t h e i r  m o r a lity  i s  r ig h t  a s  i t  once w a s.

The f a c t  th a t  F a l w e l l ,  in  h is  argu m en ts, in vok ed  God a s  on 

h is  s id e  p o iso n s  th e  w e l l s  o f  argum ent so  th a t  argum ent i s  no lo n g e r  

f e a s i b l e ,  i f  even  p o s s i b l e .  For exam p le , a t  th e  K entucky r a l l y ,  

F a lw e l l  s a id :

. . .  in  th e  l a s t  45 y e a r s ,  some th in g s  have b een  c h a n g in g . 
R e c e n t ly ,  Andy Young [Andrew Young, U n ited  S t a t e s  Ambassador 
to  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s ]  had a m ee tin g  w ith  th e  PLO. I  th in k  
th a t  d is p le a s e d  th e  L ord . He d ish o n o r ed  h i s  o f f i c e .  He l i e d  
to  th e  p r e s s  and he r e s ig n e d  and sh o u ld  h a v e . And I  s a y  to  
you t h a t  w henever th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  w a iv e r s  on our p o s i t io n  ^  
on th e  s id e  o f  th e  J ew ish  n a t io n ,  we a r e  in  t r o u b le  w ith  God.

In v o k in g  God in  an argum ent has th e  e f f e c t  o f  c l o s i n g  argum ent and

e x c lu d in g  a l l  o th e r  v ie w s  n o t  en d orsed  by God or by God's " p ro p h et."
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Who w ould argue a g a in s t  God? And, i f  one d a r e d , how would one argue  

a g a in s t  God?

Brooks H ays, Congressm an and n o ta b le  C h r is t ia n ,  i s  i n s t r u c t iv e  

h e r e .  A lth ou gh  Hays avowed a " h e a lth y  fu n c t io n "  f o r  " r e l ig io n  in  

dem ocracy and in  p o l i t i c s ,  he had no p a t ie n c e  w ith  th o se  w hose g o a l  

i s  t o  p o la r iz e  th e  e l e c t o r a t e  th rou gh  c la im s t h a t  God su p p o rts  one
46

s e t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  id e a s  to  th e  c a t e g o r ic a l  e x c lu s io n  o f  a l l  o th e r s ."

He w ro te :

E a r ly  in  my own c a r e e r  I  d eterm in ed  th a t  X w ould n o t i d e n t i f y  my 
ca n d id a cy  w ith  a 'r ig h te o u s  c a u s e . '  T h is  i s  n o t  to  sa y  th a t  from  
th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  m oral v a lu e s ,  p o l i t i c a l  cam paigns do n o t  p r e 
s e n t  c l e a r  c h o ic e s .  . . .  I  am p o in t in g  o u t ,  h ow ever , th a t  i n 
v o k in g  d iv in e  a p p ro b a tio n  fo r  th e  purpose o f  g a in in g  fa v o r  a t  th e  
p o l l s  i s  n o t  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n  and sh o u ld  be r e p u d ia te d . . .

A fu r th e r  con cern  i s  th a t  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch in g  i s  n o t  

o n ly  u n e t h ic a l  in  th a t  i t  d o es  n o t  m easure up to  th e  c r i t e r i a  o f  f r e e 

dom o f  c h o ic e ,  o p e n n e ss , and co n tin u e d  d i s c u s s i o n ,  b u t a l s o  i t  i s  u n 

e t h i c a l  in  th a t  i t  d o es  n o t m easure up to  u n iv e r s a l  p r in c ip l e s  o f  

j u s t i c e .  Nowhere in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  o f  F a lw e l l  d oes he d e a l  

w ith  j u s t i c e  o r  i t s  in e v i t a b l e  com pan ions, l i b e r t y  and e q u a l i t y .  Y et  

th e r e  a re  s u f f i c i e n t  grounds fo r  c o n c e p tu a l iz in g  j u s t i c e  a s  th e  u l t i 

m ate m o tiv e  o f  r h e t o r i c .

P la to  has S o c r a te s  sa y  t o  G o r g ia s , fo r  exam p le , th a t  r h e t o r ic

48" is  a lw ays d is c o u r s in g  ab ou t j u s t i c e . "  Eubanks and Baker s t a t e  th a t  

" th e b road er  lo g i c  o f  r h e t o r ic  . . .  i s  th e  m ain ten an ce o f  th e  c o n d i

t io n s  n e c e s s a r y  to  a S o c ie t y  o f  J u s t ic e "  and th a t  " th e  l o g i c a l  end o f
4 9

r h e t o r ic  [ i s ]  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  J u s t i c e ."
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Lower has argu ed  " th a t  n e a r ly  ev er y  p e r s u a s iv e  sp eech  a t  some

p o in t  a sk s  th e  a u d ien ce  to  make a m oral d e c i s i o n .  . . . T hus, to  th e

e x te n t  th e  sp ea k er  d e a ls  w ith  fundam ental v a lu e s ,  he d e a ls  w ith  m o ra ls ,

and i d e a l l y  he w i l l  a d d ress  h im s e lf  t o  th e  v a lu e  o f  j u s t i c e ." " ^  Lower,

p ro p o sin g  " th a t  th e  th e o r y  o f  m oral s ta g e s  d ev e lo p e d  by Lawrence K oh l-

b erg  can  make a m ea n in g fu l c o n tr ib u t io n  to  th e  . . . u n d e rsta n d in g  o f

51th o u g h t p r o c e s s e s  em ployed by p u b l ic  s p e a k e r s ,"  q u o te s  K ohlberg as  

s a y in g ,  " 't h e  m ost fundam ental v a lu e s  in  a s o c i e t y  a r e  term ed m o ra l,
5 ;

and th e  m ajor m oral v a lu e s  in  our s o c i e t y  a re  th e  v a lu e s  o f  j u s t i c e . " '

What K ohlberg c la im s  fo r  j u s t i c e  in  m oral e d u c a t io n  may a p p ly

to  j u s t i c e  in  r h e t o r i c .  "The p r in c ip le  c e n tr a l"  to  m oral e d u c a tio n

53" is  j u s t i c e , "  he s a y s .  J u s t i c e  i s  a " u n iv e r s a l  sta n d a rd  . . . th e

54o r g a n iz in g  p r in c ip a l  f o r  m oral e d u c a t io n ."  Of K o h lb e r g 's  s i x  s t a g e s  

o f  m oral d ev e lo p m en t, s t a g e  s i x  i s  th e  h ig h e s t  and l a s t  s t a g e .  A t t h i s  

s t a g e ,  th e  m oral " r ig h t"  i s  n o t d e f in e d  a s  c o n c r e te  m oral r u le s  l i k e  

th e  Ten Commandments b u t u n iv e r s a l  e t h i c a l  p r in c i p l e s  l i k e ,  in  o rd er  o f  

p r i o r i t y ,  j u s t i c e ,  r e c i p r o c i t y ,  e q u a l i t y ,  and r e s p e c t  f o r  in d iv i d u a l 

i t y .^ ^  In  t h i s  l a s t  s t a g e ,  j u s t i c e  i s  "an exp an d in g  c a p a c i ty  fo r

em pathy, fo r  ta k in g  th e  r o le  o f  th e  o t h e r .  . . . The ex p a n s io n  o f

56empathy . . . le a d s  to  an ex p a n s io n  o f  p o in t s  o f  v ie w . . . ."

Perhaps th e  s ta te m e n t by K ohlberg th a t  i s  m ost p e r t in e n t  to

our c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  o f  F a lw e l l  i s  a s fo l lo w s :

. . . th e  c o r e  o f  m o r a lity  i s  j u s t i c e .  U n le ss  one r e c o g n iz e s  
th e  co re  s t a t u s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  any c o n sc io u s  con cern  a b ou t . . . 
d e v e lo p in g  th e  b a s ic  v a lu e s  o f  th e  s o c i e t y  and making c i t i z e n s  
. . . w i l l  run in t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  . . . th e  v a lu e s  . . . sh o u ld  
n o t be th e  v a lu e s  o f  an o rg a n iz ed  m in o r ity  . . . [ o r ]  th a t  o f  
any o r g a n iz e d  m a jo r ity .  . . . N e ith e r  th e  govern m en t, th e  la w ,
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nor th e  s c h o o ls  [n o r  th e  c h u rch es]  r e p r e s e n t  a v e h ic le  w hereby  
th e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  m a jo r ity  may be im posed upon th e  m in o r ity .
Both p ra y er  in  s c h o o l and s e g r e g a te d  e d u c a t io n  w ere th e  w i l l  
o f  th e  m a jo r ity  a s  d eterm in ed  by th e  G allu p  P o l l  b e fo r e  th e  
Supreme C ourt d e c i s i o n .  Y et th e  c o u r t  had no h e s ita n c y  in  
d e fe n d in g  th e  r ig h t s  o f  th e  m in o r ity  [ i . e . ,  j u s t i c e ? ] .  The 
b a s ic  v a lu e s  o f  our s o c i e t y  a r e  b a s ic  n o t  in  th e  s e n s e  o f  
r e p r e s e n t in g  m a jo r ity  or even  unanimous c o n sen su s;  th e y  are  
b a s ic  in  th e  s e n se  o f  r e p r e s e n t in g  u n iv e r s a l  v a lu e s  w hich  
e i t h e r  th e  m a jo r ity  or  th e  m in o r ity  m ust a p p ea l t o  in  su p p o rt  
o f  t h e i r  own b e l i e f s  . . . th e  p rop er  c o n te n t  [ o f  su ch  a p p e a ls ]  
i s  , . . th e  v a lu e s  o f  j u s t i c e  w hich  th e m se lv e s  p r o h ib i t  th e  
im p o s it io n  o f  b e l i e f s  o f  one group upon a n o th e r .^7

Lower argued  th a t  th e  c i v i l  r ig h t s  m ovem ents, a " p e r su a s iv e "

movement, adds " cred en ce"  to  K o h lb e r g 's  n o t io n s ,  b eca u se  i t  b ased  " i t s

p e r s u a s io n  on th e  m oral i s s u e s  o f  f a ir n e s s  and e q u ity  . . . o r  a s

58K ohlberg  w ould p r e f e r ,  j u s t i c e . "  K oh lberg i d e n t i f i e s  M artin  L u th er

K ing as th e  id e a l  m oral l e a d e r ,  b eca u se  "he was a drum m ajor f o r  j u s -  

59
t i c e . "  K in g 's  r h e t o r i c a l  " a c ts  o f  c i v i l  d is o b e d ie n c e ,"  he s a id ,  

" flow ed  d i r e c t l y  from a s e n se  o f  p r in c ip l e s  o f  j u s t i c e  . . . n o t j u s t  

propaganda or p r o t e s t .  . . . J u s t i c e  was n o t  j u s t  one more f i n e -  

sou n d in g  word in  a e u lo g y , i t  was th e  e s s e n c e  o f  K in g 's  m oral le a d e r -

I t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  a t  t h i s  p o in t  th a t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch in g  o f  

King and F a lw e l l  d i f f e r s  m ost r a d i c a l l y .  The e t h i c a l  m o tiv e  o f  King  

was th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  j u s t i c e  i n  th e  s e n se  th a t  K ohlberg d e s c r ib e d - -  

by expand ing empathy fo r  o th e r s  a s  he d id  in  th e  " I  Have a Dream" 

sp eech *^  and "The L e t t e r  from  Birmingham J a i l . " ^  On th e  o th e r  hand, 

th e  m o tiv e  o f  F a lw e l l  may be deemed u n e th ic a l  in  th a t  i t  tended  toward  

the d is e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  j u s t i c e - - b y  e x c lu d in g  r a th e r  than  exp an d in g  

empathy f o r  o th e r s  as he d id  in  th e  " I Love Am erica" s p e e c h e s . Whereas 

King a d d r e sse d  the u n iv e r s a l  p r in c ip l e  o f  j u s t i c e  and i t s  f r u i t s ,
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e q u a lity  and l ib e r t y  fo r  a l l ,  as a p p lied  to  eq ual op p o rtu n ity  in

e d u c a t io n  and em ploym ent, open h o u s in g , and eq u a l a c c e s s  to  p u b l ic

f a c i l i t i e s ,  F a lw e l l  a d d r e sse d  p r o v in c ia l  and s e c t a r ia n  i s s u e s  su ch  as

th e  s u p p r e ss io n  o f  s e x u a l  e x p r e s s io n ,  c e n s o r s h ip  o f  b o o k s , m a g a z in es ,

t e l e v i s i o n ,  and m o v ie s , and r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  r i g h t s .  E v e n tu a lly  m oral

r h e t o r ic  m ust a p p ly  u n iv e r s a l  p r in c ip l e s  to  p a r t ic u la r  i s s u e s ,  but

r h e t o r ic  m ust l ik e w is e  m easure p o s i t io n s  on p a r t ic u la r  i s s u e s  by

u n iv e r s a l  p r i n c i p l e s . In  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g , K ing ten d ed  to

do b o th , w hereas F a lw e l l  tended  to  do n e i t h e r .

F a lw e l l  a p p lie d  B i b l i c a l  p r in c ip l e s  to  th e  p a r t ic u la r  i s s u e s

he r a i s e d  by th e  B i b l i c a l  p r in c ip l e s  h e ch o se  to  a p p ly  w ere n o t

n e c e s s a r i l y  u n iv e r s a l  p r in c ip l e s  as he a p p lie d  them . For exam p le , th e

B i b l i c a l  p a ssa g e  h e c h o se  as th e  b a s is  o f  h is  em phasis on m o r a lity  was

P roverb s 1 4 :3 4 --" R ig h te o u s n e s s  e x a l t e t h  a n a t io n ,  b u t s in  i s  a rep roach

t o  any p e o p le ."  Or, a s  F a lw e l l  u s u a l ly  q u o ted s. i t ,  " L iv in g  by God's

p r in c ip le s  prom otes a n a t io n  to  g r e a tn e s s ;  v i o l a t i n g  G od's p r in c ip l e s

63b r in g s  a n a t io n  to  sham e." R ig h te o u s n e s s ,  a s  F a lw e l l  a p p lie d  i t ,  

means b e l i e v in g  a s  he d o es ab ou t a b o r t io n ,  p orn ograp h y, h o m o se x u a lity ,  

s e x ,  m a rr ia g e , th e  fa m ily  A m erica , n a t io n a l  d e f e n s e ,  and I s r a e l .  I f  

h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch in g  i s  a v a l i d  in d ic a t i o n ,  r ig h t e o u s n e s s ' f o r  F a l 

w e l l  d oes n o t  in c lu d e  m a tte r s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  l i b e r t y ,  and e q u a l i t y .

Where in  h i s  c o n cep t o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s  d oes he in c lu d e  f e e d in g  th e

hu ngry , ta k in g  in  th o se  who a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  c lo t h in g  th o s e  who need

64c l o t h e s ,  v i s i t i n g  th o se  who a r e  s i c k  or in  p r iso n ?

In  f a c t ,  F a lw e l l  s a id  t h i s  about h e lp in g  th e poor:
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Or som eone w i l l  s a y ,  What a b ou t th e  poor? We co u ld  n ev er  b r in g  
th e  i s s u e  o f  th e  poor in t o  M oral M a jo r ity  b eca u se  th e argum ent 
would b e , Who i s  g o in g  to  d e c id e  what we te a c h  th o s e  p eo p le?  
Mormons, C a th o lic s ?  N o, we w o n 't  g e t  in t o  t h a t .  As p r iv a t e  
p erso n s  and m in i s t e r s ,  we make a commitment i f  we f e e l  c o n v ic t e d .  
But f o r  M oral M a jo r ity , n o! I f  we go in  t h e r e ,  c r e a te  j o b s ,  
r a i s e  fu n d s , and g e t  in v o lv e d  w ith  th e  l o c a l  p a s t o r s ,  th e  p ro b 
lem  i s ,  w hich  p a s to r s?  I f  we sa y  th e  Mormon p a s t o r s ,  th e  fu n d a 
m e n t a l i s t s  a r e  g o n e . I f  we sa y  th e  C a th o lic  p a s t o r s ,  th e  Jews 
a r e  g o n e , and s o  f o r t h .  We j u s t  have to  s t a y  away from  h e lp in g  
th e  p o o r .65

F a l w e l l ' s  B i b l i c a l  p r in c ip l e s  w ere r a th e r  s e c t a r ia n  th an  u n iv e r s a l  a s  

in t e r p r e t e d  and a p p lie d  by h im .

There i s  one p o s s ib l e  e x c e p t io n  to  my c la im  th a t  F a lw e l l  d oes  

n ot d e a l  w ith  i s s u e s  o f  j u s t i c e  in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . The e x c e p 

t io n  i s  a b o r t io n .  He a rg u es t h a t  h e  i s  f i g h t i n g  fo r  th e  r ig h t s  o f  

unborn b a b ie s  . He s a id  a t  th e  N a t io n a l A f f a ir s  B r ie f in g  th a t  f i r s t  

on th e  m oral agenda o f  th e  1980s "must be th e  p a ssa g e  o f  a human l i f e

amendment" so  th a t  "unborn, d e f e n s e le s s  b a b ie s  m igh t have r e s to r e d  to

66them t h e ir  c i v i l  r ig h t s  and th e p r i v i l e g e  and r ig h t  to  e x i s t . "

A b o r t io n , he s a id  a t  th e  New J e r s e y  r a l l y ,  " i s  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  the

p r in c ip le  o f  th e  d ig n i t y  o f  human l i f e .  And who i s  g o in g  t o  sp eak  fo r

67v o i c e l e s s ,  d e f e n s e le s s  b a b ie s  i f  we do not?"

B u t, tak en  to  i t s  l o g i c a l  and u lt im a te  c o n c lu s io n ,  even  th e  

e t h i c a l  m otive  o f  s e e k in g  and s e c u r in g  j u s t i c e  fo r  unborn b a b ie s  i s  

a t  th e  ex p en se  or  to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  r ig h t s  o f  o t h e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

p regn an t women, and i s  u l t im a t e ly  u n e t h ic a l .  G ran ted , s e c u r in g  j u s t i c e  

f o r  anyone or any group may l i m i t  o r ,  in  extrem e c a s e s ,  e x c lu d e  r ig h t s  

o f  o t h e r s .  But in  th e  c a se  o f  a b o r t io n ,  th e  r ig h t s  o f  p regn an t women 

a re  e s p e c i a l l y  ex c lu d e d  when th e  r ig h t s  o f  unborn b a b ie s  preem pt th e  

r ig h t s  o f  p r o s p e c t iv e  m others to  th e  e x t e n t  th a t  F a lw e l l  c a l l s  f o r - 
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d en y in g  a l l  th e  m o th er 's  r ig h t s  e x c e p t  th e  r ig h t  to  h er  l i f e .  What 

may be an e t h i c a l  m o tiv e  in  i t s  in t e n t  may becom e u n e t h ic a l  when c a r 

r ie d  to  an ex tre m e . I t  i s  im p ortan t to  n o te  th a t  th e  u n e t h ic a l  r h e 

t o r i c  o f  e x c lu s io n  by w hich  F a lw e l l  e x c lu d e s  th e  v ie w s  o f  o th e r s  c o u ld  

be in vok ed  by o th e r s  in  a n o th e r  s i t u a t i o n  to  e x c lu d e  th e  v ie w s  o f  

F a lw e l l  and a l l  whom he r e p r e s e n ts  o r  even  o th e r s  l i k e  him  in  th e  

f u t u r e .

In  summary, t h i s  c h a p te r  has shown th a t  F a l w e l l ' s  argum ents  

and a p p e a ls  w ere su ch  t h a t ,  when tak en  to  t h e i r  l o g i c a l  and u lt im a te  

c o n c lu s io n ,  th e y  im posed t h e i r  v ie w s  on o t h e r s ,  in  some c a s e s  on 

e v e r y o n e , and ex c lu d e d  th e  v ie w s  o f  o t h e r s .  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  

p r e a c h in g , b eca u se  o f  su ch  argum ents and a p p e a ls ,  i s  u n e t h ic a l .

B ecau se he c o n s id e r e d  h im s e lf  and h i s  c a u se s  s o  r ig h t e o u s ,  he s e t  

a s id e  s ta n d a rd s  and p r a c t ic e s  o f  p e r s u a s io n  th a t  le d  to  freedom  o f  

c h o ic e  and op en n ess t o  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  ord er  to  a c h ie v e  w hat he p e r 

c e iv e d  and b e l ie v e d  to  be an a b s o lu t e ly  n e c e s s a r y  en d . The end so u g h t  

was a n a t io n  l i v i n g  by B i b l i c a l  m o r a lity  w hich  was n e c e s s a r y  i f  A m erica  

was to  b e s a v e d . S a v in g  th e  n a t io n  was so  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  sta n d a rd s  

and p r a c t ic e s  w hich  w ould n o t g u a ra n tee  B i b l i c a l  m o r a li ty  in  th e  n a 

t io n  had to  be s e t  a s id e  in  fa v o r  o f  s ta n d a rd s  and p r a c t ic e s  th a t  

w o u ld . In  f a c t ,  h e  th ou gh t th e  s ta n d a rd s  and p r a c t ic e s  th a t  prom oted  

c h o ic e s  and o p e n n e s s , in  o th e r  words th e  r h e t o r i c a l  e t h i c s  o f  L ib e r a ls  

and h u m a n is ts , a r e  w hat g o t  A m erica in t o  th e  s i t u a t i o n  she i s  i n .  As 

F a lw e l l  s a i d ,

To me i t  i s  n o t  a m a tter  o f  w h eth er  we sh o u ld  do i t ,  we m ust do 
i t .  We have a s a y in g  down in  V ir g i n i a ,  'Som etim es i t  i s n ' t  a 
m a tter  o f  w h eth er  th e  r a b b it  can  c lim b  th e  t r e e ;  som etim es he
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m u s t ,'  And I  say  to  y o u , b eca u se  o f  our c h ild r e n  and our c h i l 
d r e n 's  c h i ld r e n  and th e  needs o f  th e  f r e e  w o r ld , we can do no 
l e s s  than  to  s u r v iv e .  We m ust s u r v iv e .  We m ust do w h a tev er  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  to  b r in g  th e  co u n try  back to  m oral s a n i t y ,  to  m oral 
h e a lth  so  th a t  one more tim e t h i s  n a t io n ,  a n a t io n  under God, 
can le a d  in  th e  fa m ily  o f  n a t io n s  everyw here.® ®

L ik e B i l l  M oyers, I  grew up among F u n d a m e n ta lis t - ty p e  B a p t i s t s ,

among s ta u n c h ly  c o n s e r v a t iv e  S ou th ern  B a p t i s t s ;  he in  e a s t  T ex a s , I in

s o u th e a s t  Oklahoma. We grew up in  th e  same e r a .  And, I  was a t t e n d in g

S o u th w estern  B a p t is t  T h e o lo g ic a l  Sem inary in  F o r t  W orth, T ex a s , a t  the

same tim e as M oyers. H aving th o s e  s im i la r  r o o t s ,  I  i d e n t i f y  k e e n ly

w ith  M oyers' a s se ssm e n t  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  in  p a r t ic u la r  F a lw e l l

and th e  M oral M a jo r ity .

I  know th e p e o p le  in  t h i s  r e p o r t . I  was born  and rea red  among 
them; t h e y 'r e  my k in .  A lth ou gh  lo n g  ago I  made p a ssa g e  to  
a n o th er  p la c e  and c u l t u r e ,  t o  a n o th er  way o f  s e e in g  and b e l i e v 
in g ,  I  s t i l l  h ea r  a t  c e r t a in  tim es  w ith  a f f e c t i o n  ech o es  o f  
t h e i r  p ra y ers  and hym ns. I  r e c o g n iz e  d e e p ly  im p r in ted  w ith in  
me th e  in h e r i t e d  y e a r n in g  f o r  ord er  and a u t h o r i t y  th a t  caused  
them in  m enacing t im es  to  c le a v e  more t e n a c io u s ly  to  t h e ir  
f a i t h .  I t  i s n ' t  s u r p r is in g  th a t  t h e y 'r e  f i g h t in g  back a g a in s t  
th e  d is c o v e r i e s  o f  s c i e n c e ,  d e c r e e s  o f  governm ent, and d ile m 
mas o f  dem ocracy t h a t  in tr u d e  upon t h e i r  f ix e d  scheme o f  t h i n g s .
Nor i s  i t  u n p reced en ted  f o r  p e o p le  o f  a r e l i g i o u s  p e r su a s io n  to  
w ant to  a f f e c t  th e  sy ste m , to  m a tter  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  to  t r y  to  
e l e c t  t o  o f f i c e  a g e n ts  o f  t h e i r  anger who w i l l  a ttem p t to  su p p ly  
th e  le a d e r s h ip  f o r  w hich  th ey  a c h e . There a r e  p r e c e d e n ts  a p le n t y .
I  once w ro te  a sp e e c h  f o r  Lyndon Johnson a s k in g  S ou thern  B a p t is t s  
to  r a l l y  b eh in d  th e  V o tin g  R ig h ts  A ct o f  1965 . A C a th o lic  b ish o p  
u rg es  h is  p a r is h io n e r s  to  v o te  fo r  c a n d id a te s  who oppose a b o r 
t i o n .  Jimmy C a rter  prow ls b la ck  ch u rch es as i f  th e y  w ere p r e 
c i n c t s  o f  th e  D em ocratic  P a r ty , w hich  many a r e .  W illia m  S loan e  
C o ff in  m arsh a ls  h i s  c o n g r e g a t io n  to  march on th e  P en ta g o n , and 
Jews p r e s s u r e  W ashington to  su p p o rt I s r a e l i  governm ent d e c i s io n s  
b ased  on in t e r p r e t a t io n s  o f  s c r ip t u r e s  from th e  B ronze A ge, 
p r e c e d e n ts  a l l .  I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  th e  e v a n g e l ic a l s  a r e  ta k in g  
p o l i t i c s  s e r i o u s l y  th a t  b o th e r s  me. I t ' s  th e  l i e  t h e y 'r e  b e in g  
t o ld  by th e  dem agogues who f l a t t e r  them in t o  b e l i e v in g  th e y  can  
a c h ie v e  p o l i t i c a l l y  th e  c e r t i t u d e  th ey  have embraced t h e o lo g 
i c a l l y .  The w orld  d o e s n ' t  work th a t  w ay. T here i s  no heaven  
on e a r t h .  Nor can  our dem ocracy a g ree  to  a m oral m a jo r ity  th a t  
makes r e l i g i o u s  d o c tr in e  th e  t e s t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o p in io n . You 
may have th a t  o n ly  w here a l l  a re  a l i k e  in  th o u g h t and r o o t  and
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i n t e n t ,  w hich  Am erica i s  n o t .  H ere, th e  id e a  has lo n g  been  to  
p r o t e c t  r e l i g i o u s  freedom  from  a c a r n iv o r o u s  s t a t e ,  p o l i t i c a l  
d e l ib e r a t io n  from  dogm atic  z e a l o t s ,  and m i l i t a n t  b e l i e v e r s  from  
one a n o th e r . So t h e y 'r e  b e in g  m is le d ,  th e s e  p e o p le ,  by m anipu
l a t o r s  o f  p o l i t i c s  m asquerading as m essen g ers  o f  h ea v en , and 
t h e i r  h e a r t s  w i l l  be broken by f a l s e  gods who, h a v in g  tak en  th e  
c o in  o f  t h e ir  v o te  or p u r s e , w i l l  move on to  work th e  n e x t  crow d. 
The same ReverendsjHalwe 11 who c la im s  a d iv in e  mandate to  go r ig h t  
in t o  th e  h a l l s  o f  C ongress and f i g h t  fo r  law s th a t  w i l l  sa v e  
A m erica i s  cau gh t ly in g  in  p u b lic  ab ou t a m ee tin g  he had w ith  
th e  p r e s id e n t  . . . some m a jo r ity .  Some m o r a l i t y . ^9
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Chapter 6

EFFECTIVENESS

G iven th e  n a tu re  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g - - th e  s i t u a 

t io n  t h a t  gave r i s e  to  i t ,  h i s  m essa g e , h i s  s t r a t e g y ,  th e  c o n seq u en t  

argum ents and a p p e a ls  and t h e ir  u n e t h ic a l  c h a r a c te r - -o n e  w onders who 

he d id  and d id  n o t p ersu ad e w ith  h i s  k in d  o f  r h e t o r i c .  How e f f e c t i v e  

was h i s  r h e t o r ic  and w ith  whom?

T h is  c h a p te r , t h e r e f o r e ,  w i l l  exam ine how e f f e c t i v e  F a lw e l l  

was in  b e h a lf  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity ,  f i r s t ,  among C h r is t ia n s  and o th e r  

r e l i g i o n s ;  s e c o n d , w ith  A m ericans in  g e n e r a l;  t h i r d ,  w ith  v o t e r s  in  

th e  1980 e l e c t i o n s ;  and f i n a l l y ,  in  th e  p a ssa g e  o f  s p e c i f i c  l e g i s l a 

t io n  .

C h r is t ia n s  and O ther R e l ig io n s

I t  seem s r e a so n a b le  to  assum e th a t  F a l w e l l f s  k in d  o f  r h e t o r ic  

would be m ost e f f e c t i v e  among h is  f e l l o w  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts .  A lth ou gh  

he c la im s  M oral M a jo r ity  i s  n o t  a C h r is t ia n  or r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  

h e  acknow ledged  th a t  " th e  m ost a g g r e s s iv e  le a d e r s  in  M oral M a jo r ity  

a r e  fu n d a m e n ta lis t  p a s to r s ." ^  T here a re  two o r  th r e e  re a so n s  why th ey  

would be e s p e c i a l l y  p e r su a 's ib le  by F a l w e l l ' s  k in d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h 

in g .  One i s  th a t  th e y  adm ire t h e i r  p re a c h e r s  when th e y  ta k e  hard  

s ta n c e s  on c o n t r o v e r s ia l  i s s u e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m oral i s s u e s .  A seco n d  

r e a so n  i s  th a t  th e y  a r e  c o m fo r ta b le  w it h ,  even  en c o u r a g e , p u gn ac iou s

296



www.manaraa.com

p rea ch in g  e s p e c i a l l y  when i t  a t t a c k s  im m o r a lity . I t  i s  th e  n a tu re  o f  

F u n d a m en ta lis t  p r e a c h in g . F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  was v e r y  much 

l i k e  th e  p r e a c h in g  th ey  w ere accustom ed  to  h e a r in g  in  t h e i r  ch u rch es  

and a t  r e l i g i o u s  r a l l i e s .  T hus, a th ir d  r e a so n  some w ould  f o l lo w  

F a lw e l l  i s  o u t o f  a s e n s e  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and l o y a l t y  to  one o f  t h e ir  

own k in d . Though I  have found no o c c a s io n  when F a lw e l l  conceded  th a t  

F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  com p rise  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity , a s tu d y  

by Shupe and S ta c e y  found t h a t  77 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  su p p o r te r s  a r e  

F u n d a m en ta lis ts

F a l w e l l ' s  O ld-Tim e G osp el Hour t e l e v i s i o n  a u d ie n c e  was a l s o  a

r e l a t i v e l y  s u b s t a n t ia l  b a se  o f  su p p o rt from  w h ich  to  la u n ch  h i s  m oral

m a jo r ity  m ovem ent. Shupe and S ta c e y  found th a t  n e a r ly  h a l f  o f  th o s e

who depend on r a d io  and t e l e v i s i o n  fo r  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r ie n c e
3

s t r o n g ly  su p p o rt th e  M oral M a jo r ity . W ith th a t  in  m ind, i t  i s  im por

ta n t  to  put in  p rop er  p e r s p e c t iv e  th e  s i z e  o f  th e  a u d ie n c e s  o f  r e l i 

g io u s  r a d io  and t e l e v i s i o n  program s.

E s tim a te s  o f  th o s e  a u d ie n c e s  have b een  g r o s s ly  e x a g g e r a te d .  

M artin  summ arized m ost o f  th e  e s t im a te s  t h a t  w ere made d u r in g  1979  

and 1980; Ben A rm strong , th e  e x e c u t iv e  d ir e c t o r  o f  th e  N a t io n a l R e l i 

g io u s  B r o a d c a s te r s ,  e s t im a te d  th a t  130 m i l l i o n  p e o p le  tuned  in  each  

week; th e  New York Tim es a c c e p te d  A rm stro n g 's  f ig u r e  and e s t im a te d  th a t  

fo u r  t e l e v i s i o n  p r e a c h e r s  drew a u d ie n c e s  o f  47 m i l l io n ;  th e  W all S t r e e t  

J o u rn a l p u t th e  number o f  w eek ly  v ie w e r s  a t  128 m i l l io n ;  U .S . News & 

W orld R ep ort s e t  th e  a u d ie n c e s  a t  50 m i l l io n ;  New Y orker m agazine  

e s t im a te d  130 m i l l i o n  v ie w e r s ;  P en th o u se  s a id  b etw een  40  and 60 m il l io n ;  

P layb oy  s a id  30 m i l l i o n  tu n e  in  to  J e r r y  F a lw e l l ;  W illia m  F o r e , head o f
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com m unications fo r  th e  N a t io n a l C o u n c il o f  C hurches, s a id  th a t  47 p e r 

c e n t  o f  A m ericans w atch  th e e v a n g e l i c a l  p rea ch er s  on t e l e v i s i o n  each

week; and James M. W a ll, e d i t o r  o f  The C h r is t ia n  C en tu ry , s a id  th e
4

t e l e v i s i o n  p r e a c h e r s  rea ch  100 m i l l i o n  v ie w e r s  each  w eek .

But M artin  d e m o n str a ted , b a sed  on A r b itr o n  and A . C. N e il s o n

r a t in g s  d a ta ,  th a t  th e  a v era g e  w eek ly  a u d ie n c e  fo r  th e  to p  te n  program s
5

was more l i k e  7 to  10 m i l l i o n .  He e s t im a te d  th a t  th e  number o f  r e g u -
g

la r  v ie w e r s  w a tc h in g  F a lw e l l  was 1 ,2 6 7 ,0 0 0  p er  w eek . Hadden and Swann 

s u b s t a n t ia t e  M a r tin ’ s e s t im a te s  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  a u d ie n c e .^  But t h i s  much 

s m a lle r  number o f  l o y a l  v ie w e r s  r e p r e s e n ts  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number o f  p o 

t e n t i a l  v o t e r s  to  be bombarded w ith  h o u r - lo n g  p e r s u a s iv e  m essages  

ev er y  w eek . Add to  th a t  th e  o c c a s io n a l  v ie w e r s  who M artin  e s t im a te s  a t
g

"two or th r e e  tim es"  th e  number o f  r e g u la r  v ie w e r s ,  and t h e ir  p o l i t i 

c a l  p o t e n t ia l  i s  ev en  more s i g n i f i c a n t .  W hether F u n d a m en ta lis t  in  

d o c t r in e  or  n o t ,  a s u b s t a n t ia l  number o f  F a l w e l l ' s  a u d ie n c e  w ould  

l i k e l y  a g r e e  w ith  him on th e  m oral i s s u e s  r a is e d  by h im .

F a lw e l l  had a lr e a d y  been  p r e a c h in g  a b ou t M oral M a jo r ity  i s s u e s  

on th e  O ld-Tim e G ospel Hour b e fo r e  he e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  

o r  con d u cted  any "I Love Am erica" r a l l i e s .  Even though F a l w e l l ' s  

a u d ie n c e  d e c l in e d  2 .3  p e r c e n t  from  1977 t o  1 980 , a c c o r d in g  to  M a rtin ,

i t  was l e s s  o f  a d e c l in e  than  any o th e r  t e l e v i s i o n  p rea ch er  s u f f e r e d
9

and much l e s s  than  m o st. We may c o n c lu d e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t ,  b eca u se  

F a l w e l l ' s  a u d ie n c e s  w ere tu n in g  him in  and n o t  tu r n in g  him o f f ,  th ey  

w ere p ro b a b ly  a g r e e in g  w ith  him ab ou t r e l i g i o u s  m a tte r s  w h i le  n o t n e c 

e s s a r i l y  d is a g r e e in g  a b ou t m oral i s s u e s ,  w hich  i s  v e r i f i e d  by Shupe and

S t a c e y 's  s t u d y . T h e  " v ie w e r s ,"  th e y  s a i d ,  "are a t te n d in g  more to  th e
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11r e l i g i o u s  d im en sio n  . . . than  to  th e  [ p o l i t i c a l ]  d im e n s io n ."  But

Shupe and S ta c e y  do n o t  s u g g e s t  th e  v ie w e r s  a re  u n a t t e n t iv e  to  th e

12p o l i t i c a l  d im e n s io n .

F u rth er  e v id e n c e  th a t  th e  tr u e  b e l i e v e r s  o f  h is  t e l e v i s i o n  

a u d ie n c e ,  though n o t  a g r e e in g  w ith  him o v erw h elm in g ly  on th o se  i s s u e s ,  

w ere n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d is a g r e e in g  i s  th a t  th e  amount o f  money th e y  s e n t  

him grew  g r e a t ly  d u r in g  1978 and 1 9 7 9 , th e  tim e when he was becom ing

m easu rab ly  more v o c i f e r o u s  and v ig o r o u s  in  b e h a lf  o f  B i b l i c a l  m o ra l-

•<- 13 r t y .

M arty a r g u e s ,  h ow ever , th a t  " n ot even  ev ery o n e  named fundam en-

14t a l i s t  i s  under M oral M a jo r ity  c o n t r o l ."  Even th o se  who have h i s t o r 

i c a l l y  been  c a l l e d  fu n d a m e n ta l is t ,  "we can presum e,"  M arty s a y s ,  " s t i l l

15rem ain p o l i t i c a l l y  a p a t h e t ic  or  u n c o n tr o l le d ."  He w ould in c lu d e

N a za ren es , P e n t e c o s t a l s ,  and B a p t i s t s .  P e n t e c o s t a l s , he s a y s ,  "are

more p reo cc u p ied  w ith  p r a is in g  God and b e in g  h ea led "  and "drew back

16a s r e l i g i o u s  p o l i t i c s  on a l l  s id e s  grew meaner in  198 0 ."  R e fe r r in g

to  S ou thern  B a p t i s t s ,  M isso u r i Synod L u th e r a n s , and e v a n g e l ic a l s  in

g e n e r a l ,  M arty o b se r v e d , "The New C h r is t ia n  R ig h t may have c o n v e r ts

17among su ch  b o d ie s ,  but ca n n o t co u n t on them a s g ro u p s ."  S ep a ra te

o u t su ch  g r o u p s , h e s a i d ,  and "we have a n o th e r  g e n e r a t io n  o f  ‘g e n e r a ls

18w ith o u t  a r m ie s .1" But a t  th e  same tim e he warned n o t  to  u n d e restim a te  

them .

Tim othy L . Sm ith i n s i s t e d ,  as M arty h ad , th a t  F a lw e l l  "speaks

19f o r  o n ly  a fragm ent o f  . . . A m erican e v a n g e l ic a l  P r o t e s t a n t s ."

Sm ith c la im s  t h a t ,  b e s id e s  th e  M isso u r i L utheran  Synod, S ou th ern  B ap

t i s t s ,  P e n t e c o s t a l s ,  and h i s t o r i c a l  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts ,  " th e  ch u rch es o f
299



www.manaraa.com

20C h r is t  . . . s ta n d  a p a r t ."  And, he a s k s ,  can anyone s e r io u s ly

b e l i e v e  F a lw e l l  r e p r e s e n ts  b la c k  e v a n g e l i c a l s  and th e  h i s t o r i c  p ea ce  

21ch u rch es?  E v a n g e l i c a l s ,  in  f a c t ,  " d isa g r e e  ab ou t . . . m ost o f  th o se

[ i s s u e s ]  on w h ich  Mr. F a l w e l l ' s  crew  o f  p o l i t i c a l  m echan ics a s s e r t

th e r e  i s  o n ly  one b i b l i c a l  p o s i t i o n .  They d e p lo r e  h i s  s t r id e n t  e f f o r t s

22t o  b u ild  a power b lo c  in  t h e i r  nam e."

A fun dam en ta l f in d in g  o f  Shupe and S ta c e y  i s  t h a t ,  w h ile  th e

M oral M a jo r ity  i s  m ost " a t t r a c t iv e  to  fu n d a m e n ta lis t  C h r is t ia n s ,"  i t

i s  " p r o g r e s s iv e ly  l e s s  so  to  c o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  m o d e r a te s , and C a th o l ic s

23b eca u se  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a fu n d a m e n ta l is t  C h r is t ia n  m ovem ent."

N e v e r t h e le s s ,  F a lw e l l  b e l ie v e d  th e r e  w ere many o th e r  r e l i g i o u s  p e o p le

b e s id e s  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  and o th e r  su p p o r te r s  o f  h is  t e l e v i s i o n  a u d ie n c e

who w ere a ttu n e d  to  B i b l i c a l  m o r a li ty  a s  he in t e r p r e t e d  i t .  He c la im s

th e M oral M a jo r ity , from  th e  f i r s t ,  was "made up o f  fu n d a m e n ta l is t s ,

e v a n g e l i c a l s ,  Roman C a t h o l ic s ,  c o n s e r v a t iv e  Jew s, Mormons and even

p erso n s  o f  no r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  who sh a re  our co n cern s ab ou t th e  i s s u e s  

24we a d d r e s s ."  But Shupe and S t a c e y 's  s tu d y  c o n t r a d ic t  su ch  a c la im .

Q u e s t io n in g  w h eth er " th e  g r a ss  r o o t s  su p p o r te r s  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r i ty 's

p la tfo r m  sh a r e  F a l w e l l ' s  s e n t im e n ts  r e g a r d in g  C a th o l ic s  and Jew s,"

th e y  found th a t  40  p e r c e n t  have m oderate to  s tr o n g  a n t i - S e m it i c  s e n t i -

25m ents and 48  p e r c e n t  have m oderate to  s t r o n g  a n t i - C a t h o l ic  s e n t im e n t s .

W h ile  th e  le a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  may p r o c la im  th a t  i t s  
p o l i t i c a l  p la tfo r m  i s  n o n - s e c t a r ia n  and r e c e iv e s  broad i n t e r 
d e n o m in a tio n a l s u p p o r t , in s p e c t io n  o f  th e g r a s s  r o o ts  su p p o r te r s  
d o es n o t  v a l i d a t e  th a t  c la im . C a th o l ic s  in  p a r t ic u la r  . . . a r e  
low  in  su p p o r t in g  th e  M oral M a jo r ity , and in  tu rn  many su p p o r te r s  
o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  movement show c l e a r  s ig n s  o f  b e in g  a n t i -  
C a t h o l i c .26
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N ot a l l  fu n d a m e n ta lis ts  and c o n s e r v a t iv e  su p p o rted  i t  . . . but 
i t s  su p p o r te r s  w ere m ost l i k e l y  to  be fu n d a m e n ta l is ts  and ev a n 
g e l i c a l s  and l e a s t  l i k e l y  to  be in  m o d e r a t e - t o - l ib e r a l  P r o te s ta n t  
d e n o m in a tio n s . They w ere l e a s t  l i k e l y  to  be Roman C a t h o l ic s .
T hus, F a l w e l l ' s  c la im  to  p o s s e s s  th e  l o y a l t y  and b a ck in g  o f  p e r 
so n s a c r o s s  a broad panorama o f  r e l i g i o u s  groups a s i d e ,  h i s  su p p o rt  
b a se  seem s a c t u a l l y  composed o f  a  r a th e r  narrow  segm ent o f  C h r is 
t ia n s  .27

F a lw e l l  s a id  he c o n fe r r e d  w ith  Mormons, C a t h o l ic s ,  J ew s, and 

P r o te s ta n t s  a s  w e l l  as F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  b e fo r e  fo u n d in g  th e  M oral M ajor

i t y ,  b u t th e  fo u n d in g  board  c o n s is t e d  s t r i c t l y  o f  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  and 

o th e r  men who w ere e x tr e m e ly  c o n s e r v a t iv e :

D r. Greg D ix o n , p a s t o r ,  I n d ia n a p o l is  B a p t is t  T em ple, D r. Tim 
LaHaye, fou n d er  o f  C h r is t ia n  H e r ita g e  C o l le g e ,  E l C ajon , C A.,
A lan  D ye, ta x  a t t o r n e y ,  and Bob B i l l i n g s ,  p a s t  p r e s id e n t  o f  
H yles-A n d erson  C o l le g e ,  D r. C h a r les  S t a n le y ,  p a s to r ,  F i r s t  
B a p t is t  C hurch, A t la n t a ,  GA., D r. James K ennedy, p a s to r ,  2g 
C oral R idge P r e s b y te r ia n  C hurch, F t .  L a u d erd a le , FL. . . .

The make-up o f  th e  board o f  M oral M a jo r ity  c e r t a i n l y  d oes n o t  

in d ic a t e  a b ro a d -b a sed  c o n s t i tu e n c y ;  in  f a c t ,  i t  r e f l e c t s  a narrow  

c o n s t i t u e n c y .

Though th e  e v id e n c e  shows t h a t ,  a c r o s s  th e  sp ectru m  o f  C h r is 

t i a n s ,  th e r e  i s  a f a i r l y  ev en  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  o p in io n s  a b o u t th e  m oral
29

I s s u e s  a d d r e sse d  by F a lw e l l  and M oral M a jo r ity , one w ould e x p e c t

L i t t l e  or no su p p o rt f o r  t h e ir  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  among th e  m oderate

and m a in lin e  or L ib e r a l  P r o te s ta n t  d e n o m in a t io n s . They w e r e , in  f a c t ,

among th e  m ost o u tsp ok en  op p on en ts o f  F a l w e l l ' s  M oral M a jo r ity  movement.

An exam ple o f  t h e i r  o p p o s i t io n  i s  t h i s  s ta te m e n t  is s u e d  s h o r t ly  b e fo r e

th e 1980 e l e c t i o n s :

C h r is t ia n s  and C h r is t ia n  g r o u p s--w h e th e r  th e y  be i d e o l o g i c a l l y  
on th e  r i g h t ,  th e  l e f t ,  or in  th e  c e n te r - -h a v e  e v e r y  r ig h t  to  
s e e k  to  in f lu e n c e  p u b l ic  a f f a i r s .  N e v e r t h e le s s ,  a p a r t  from  any 
p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  we may have w ith  th e  r e l i g i o u s  r i g h t ,  we 
have s tr o n g  t h e o lo g i c a l  o b j e c t io n s  to  some o f  t h e i r  p o s i t io n s
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and t a c t i c s .  1 .  On t h e o lo g i c a l  and e t h i c a l  g ro u n d s, we o b j e c t  to  
th e  l i s t  o f  i s s u e s  w h ich  th e  r e l i g i o u s  r i g h t  has i d e n t i f i e d  a s  th e  
m oral agenda f a c in g  our n a t io n  . . .  we f in d  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  
i s s u e s  to  be t h e o l o g i c a l l y  and e t h i c a l l y  in a d e q u a te . . . .
2 . . . . w e  o b j e c t  to  th e  m oral c r i t e r i a  th a t  many in  th e  r e l i 
g io u s  r ig h t  u se  t o  e v a lu a te  c a n d id a te s  f o r  p u b l ic  o f f i c e .  . . .
3 . . . . we r e j e c t  th e  a ssu m p tio n  th a t  human b e in g s  can know w ith  
a b s o lu te  c e r t a in t y  th e  w i l l  o f  God on p a r t ic u la r  p u b l ic  p o l i c y  
i s s u e s .  . . .  4 . . . .  we r e j e c t  th e  manner in  w hich  some in  th e  
r e l i g i o u s  r ig h t s  a r e  en g a g in g  in  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  There i s
no p la c e  in  a C h r is t ia n  manner o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  f o r  a r r o g a n c e , 
m a n ip u la t io n , s u b te r fu g e ,  or h o ld in g  o th e r s  in  co n tem p t. There  
i s  no j u s t i f i c a t i o n  in  a p l u r a l i s t i c  and d e m o c r a tic  s o c i e t y  f o r  
demands fo r  c o n fo r m ity  a lo n g  r e l i g i o u s  or i d e o l o g i c a l  l i n e s . 30

Among th e  s ig n e r s  o f  th e  d e c la r a t io n  w ere th e  heads o f  B ish o p s o f  th e  

U n ited  M e th o d is t  C hurch, th e  A m erican B a p t is t  C hu rches, th e  E v a n g e lic a l  

C ovenant C hurch, th e  M oravian Church, th e  P r o g r e s s iv e  N a t io n a l B a p t is t  

C o n v e n tio n , th e  F r ie n d s  G enera l C o n fe r e n c e , th e  Church o f  th e  B r e th r e n , 

th e  U n ited  Church o f  C h r is t ,  th e  D i s c ip l e s  o f  C h r is t ;  th e  e x e c u t iv e  

d ir e c t o r  o f  govern m en ta l a f f a i r s  fo r  th e  L utheran  ch u rch ; th e  p r e s id e n t  

o f  th e  wom en's d i v i s i o n  o f  th e  U n ited  M eth o d is t  Church; th e  c le r k  o f  

th e  U n ited  P r e s b y te r ia n  Church; th e  d ir e c t o r  o f  m is s io n s  fo r  th e  P r e s 

b y te r ia n  Church in  th e  U .S .A .;  and th e  in te r im  e x e c u t iv e  d ir e c t o r  o f

31th e  B a p t is t  J o in t  Com m ittee on P u b lic  A f f a i r s .

What a b ou t th e  p a r t i c i p a t io n  o f  Jews in  th e  M oral M a jo r ity ?

S h r iv e r  r e p o r te d  th a t

J e r r y  F a lw e l l  r e c e n t ly  r e c e iv e d  a m edal from  th e  J a b o t in sk y  
F ou n d ation  a t  th e  hands o f  Prim e M in is te r  Menachem B eg in  o f  
I s r a e l  ' i n  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  h i s  many y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  to  I s r a e l  
and to  th e  J ew ish  p e o p le  e v e r y w h e r e .' R abbi Abraham H ech t, 
p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  O rthodox R a b b in ic a l A l l i a n c e  o f  A m erica , i s  
q u oted  by M oral M a jo r ity  R ep ort a s  s a y in g  th a t  C h r is t ia n  le a d 
e r s  l i k e  th e  R ev . F a lw e l l  'a r e  men o f  i n t e g r i t y ,  sh a r in g  many 
t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f s  o f  th e  J ew ish  p e o p le  and . . . v a lu e s  [w h ich ]  
have lo n g  ago  been  r e j e c t e d  o u t-o f -h a n d  by S c h in d le r  and h is  
i l k . '  The n a t io n a l  d ir e c t o r  o f  th e  A n ti-D e fa m a tio n  League o f  
B 'n a i B ' r i t h ,  N athan P e r lm u tte r , comments in  a m oderate to n e ,
' I  th in k  th a t  lo o k in g  a t  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l is ts  a s  a m o n o lith ic
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group i s  e v e r y  b i t  a s  m isc h ie v o u s  as v ie w in g  Jews or  C a th o l ic s  
a s  a m o n o lith ic  g r o u p . 132

W h ile  J ew ish  le a d e r s  may p r a is e  and reward F a lw e l l  f o r  h i s  su p p o r t o f

I s r a e l ,  th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e ir  a c t iv e  p a r t ic i p a t io n  i n  h is

m oral o r g a n iz a t io n .  I t  shows r e c o g n i t io n  o f  M oral M a jo r ity  a c t i v i t i e s

and perhaps some sym pathy w ith  them on th e  i s s u e s  b u t d o es  n o t  prove

p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  P rob ab ly  a s im i la r  r e l a t io n s h i p  e x i s t s  b etw een  M oral

M a jo r ity  and Mormons and o th e r  n o n -C h r is t ia n  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s .

In term s o f  t h e ir  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  w ith  C h r is t ia n s  and p e o p le  o f  

o th e r  r e l i g i o n s ,  F a lw e l l  p ro b a b ly  a t t r a c t e d  few  f o l lo w e r s  b e s id e s  

F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  and s tr o n g  sy m p a th iz e r s  w ith  F u n d a m en ta lis t  C h r is t ia n 

i t y .  And he p ro b a b ly  d id  n o t e f f e c t i v e l y  change t h e i r  o p in io n s  on 

w hat i s s u e s  w ere im p o rta n t or  t h e i r  p o s i t io n s  on th o s e  i s s u e s  f o r  th e  

s im p le  r e a so n  th a t  th e y  a lr e a d y  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a g reed  w ith  h im . More 

l i k e l y ,  he was e f f e c t i v e  o n ly  in  a c t iv a t i n g  them p o l i t i c a l l y  and r e l a 

t i v e l y  few  o f  them a t  t h a t .

One in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  F a lw e l l  and h is  M oral

M a jo r ity  movement i s  th e  number o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  Though F a lw e l l  c la im s

m i l l io n s  o f  members f o r  h is  M oral M a jo r ity  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  i t  i s  more

l i k e l y  th a t  th e  m em bership , i f  th e r e  i s  su ch  a t h in g ,  or  a c t u a l  number

o f  p a r t ic ip a n t s  i s  l e s s  th a n  a h a l f  m i l l i o n ,  th e  number o f  c o p ie s  o f

th e  M oral M a jo r ity  R ep ort s e n t  o u t each  m onth. Hadden and Swann o f f e r

t h i s  e x p la n a t io n :

D uring th e  cam paign F a lw e l l  v a r io u s ly  c la im ed  2 to  3 m i l l i o n  mem
b ers  f o r  M oral M a jo r ity . . . . The numbers j u s t  d o n 't  sq uare  
w ith  th e  e v id e n c e .  For one t h in g ,  M oral M a jo r ity  d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  
h ave a n a t io n a l  m em bership . In  O ctober o f  1980 M ich a e l F a r r i s ,  
e x e c u t iv e  d ir e c t o r  o f  M oral M a jo r ity  o f  W ash ington  S t a t e ,  c la im ed  
th a t  h is  m em bership o f  12 ,000  was th e  la r g e s t  o f  th e  f i f t y  s t a t e
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c h a p te r s .  By s im p le  a r i t h m e t ic ,  i f  e v e r y  s t a t e  had th a t  many 
m em bers, M oral M a jo r ity  would be 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  s t r o n g - - n o t  2 to  3 
m i l l i o n .  By F a l w e l l ' s  own a d m is s io n , th e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  th e  
M oral M a jo r ity  R ep ort a t  e l e c t i o n  tim e was 4 8 2 ,0 0 0 .  I f  M oral 
M a jo r ity  i t s e l f  had 2 to  3 m i l l i o n  m em bers, a r e  we to  b e l i e v e  
th a t  o n ly  o n e - fo u r th  to  o n e - s ix t h  r e c e iv e d  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n 's  
new spaper? N e ith e r  J e r r y  F a lw e l l  n or  h is  com puter i s  th a t  
l a x .  We c o u ld  go on ab ou t how 7 2 ,0 0 0  p a s to r s  w ould r e p r e se n t  
n e a r ly  h a l f  o f  th e  P r o te s ta n t  e v a n g e l ic a l  p a s to r s  in  th e  co u n 
t r y ,  ab o u t how r e g i s t e r in g  4 m i l l i o n  new v o t e r s  w ould  have  
r e q u ir e d  e v e r y  p erso n  on th e  m a il in g  l i s t  o f  M oral M a jo r ity  
R eport in  th e  e a r ly  f a l l  to  r e g i s t e r  te n  p e o p le  e a c h , ab ou t 
how a b s o lu t e ly  im p o s s ib le  i t  i s  t o  d e term in e  th e  r e a l  num er
i c a l  s t r e n g t h .  . . .33

Shupe and S ta c e y  a g r e e  w ith  Hadden and Swann th a t  t h i s  i s  a

b e t t e r  in d e x  o f  com m itted  su p p o rt fo r  th e  M oral M a jo r ity , I n c . ,  than

34F a l w e l l ' s  f r e e -w h e e l in g  e s t im a te s  o f  te n s  o f  m i l l i o n s .  . . ." But 

George G a llu p , J r . ,  rem inds us th a t  th e  r e l a t i v e l y  sm a ll 8 p e r c e n t  in  

h i s  su r v e y s  who fa v o r  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  " p r o je c t s  to  12 or 13 m i l -

35l i o n  a d u lt s  n a t i o n a l l y ,  a number la r g e  enough t o  be d e c i s i v e .  . . ."

B e s id e s  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  and sy m p a th iz e r s  w ith  F u n d a m en ta lis t  

C h r i s t ia n i t y ,  F a lw e l l  a lm o s t  c e r t a i n l y  d id  n o t  e f f e c t  a change in  th e  

o p in io n s  o f  C h r is t ia n s  and o th e r  r e l i g i o n s .  But he may have persuaded  

some to  become p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  in  o p p o sin g  him and h i s  M oral M ajor

i t y  m ovem ent. Numerous r e l i g i o u s  le a d e r s ,  fo r  exa m p le , s e r v e  on th e

Board o f  A d v iso r s  f o r  Norman L e a r 's  P e o p le  f o r  th e  A m erican Way, an

3 6o r g a n iz a t io n  " o p p osin g  th e  R a d ic a l R e l ig io u s  R ig h t ."

A m ericans in  G eneral 

More im p o rta n t th an  how e f f e c t i v e  F a lw e l l  was w ith  h is  own may 

be th e  q u e s t io n  o f  how e f f e c t i v e  he was w ith  A m ericans in  g e n e r a l w ith  

o u t regard  to  r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i t y  or a f f i l i a t i o n .  As th e  e s t im a te s  

a b ou t th e  s i z e  o f  th e  a u d ie n c e s  v ie w in g  r e l i g i o u s  t e l e v i s i o n  program s
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and ab ou t th e  m em bership o f  M oral M a jo r ity  have been  e x a g g e r a te d ,

"one must t e n t a t i v e l y  c o n c lu d e ,"  a c c o r d in g  to  C aro l M u e lle r ,  t h a t

e s t im a te s  o f  " th e  ’ r i s e '  o f  th e  R e l ig io u s  R ig h t a s  a new ly  p o l i t i c i z e d

37m oral c o n s c io u s n e s s  has b een  o v e r s t a t e d ."

For exam ple, in  s p i t e  o f  th e  e x t e n s iv e  m edia co v er a g e  o f  th e

r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  F a lw e l l ,  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  d u r in g  1980 and 1 9 8 1 ,

an A s s o c ia te d  Press-N BC  News p o l l  " sa id  52  p e r c e n t  have n o t  heard

38enough t o  have an o p in io n  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity . . . ." And a G allu p  

p o l l  d is c o v e r e d ,  "L ess than  h a l f  th e  sam ple (40%) have heard  o r  read  

ab ou t th e  M oral M a jo r ity , w h ile  even  few er--26%  o f  th e  t o t a l  sa m p le - -  

a r e  f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  o b j e c t iv e s  and g o a ls  o f  t h i s  o r g a n iz a t io n "  mean

in g ,  th e  r e p o r t  n o te d , th a t  74% w ere e i t h e r  unaware o r  uninform ed

39ab ou t th e  M oral M a jo r ity .

As to  a p p ro v a l or d is a p p r o v a l o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  by th e

A m erican p e o p le ,  th e  G allu p  p o l l  found th a t  " d isa p p r o v a l o u tw e ig h s

40a p p ro v a l 13 t o  8%, w ith  5% u n d e c id e d ."  The A s s o c ia te d  Press-NBC  

p o l l  " s a id  28 p e r c e n t  h ave  an u n fa v o r a b le  o p in io n  o f  th e  M oral M ajor

i t y ,  w h ile  12 p e r c e n t  h ave a fa v o r a b le  o p in io n  and 8 p e r c e n t  a r e  n o t  

41s u r e ."  As s i g n i f i c a n t  as th e s e  f in d in g s  a re  r e g a r d in g  la c k  o f  broad

su p p o rt fo r  M oral M a jo r ity , i t  may be even  more s i g n i f i c a n t  th a t  th e

A m erican d isa p p r o v e  o f  t h e ir  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  "Most A m ericans

b e l i e v e  ch u rch es and th e  c le r g y  sh o u ld  sp eak  o u t on s o c i a l  i s s u e s ,  but

th e y  a r e  s t r o n g ly  a g a in s t  ch u rch es and th e  c le r g y  becom ing in v o lv e d  in

41p o l i t i c s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  l a t e s t  A s s o c ia te d  Press-NBC  News p o l l . "

W hile a 5 8 -3 8  p e r c e n t  m a jo r ity  a g r e e  i t  i s  " f i t t i n g  and p rop er  . . .

42to  be a c t iv e  p o l i t i c a l l y  to  r e s t o r e  m o r a lity  to  p u b l ic  l i f e , "  ABC
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NEWS-HARRIS Survey  showed t h a t ,  b y  a 5 5 -4 0  p e r c e n t m arg in , A m ericans

b e l i e v e  r e l i g i o u s  groups " v io la t e  th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  church  and s t a t e "

43when th ey  back c a n d id a t e s . R e s u lt s  o f  a G allu p  p o l l  in d ic a t e  th a t

"by a 2 - t o - l  m arg in , v o t e r s  sa y  i t  i s  wrong f o r  r e l i g i o u s  groups to

work a c t i v e l y  fo r  th e  d e f e a t  o f  c a n d id a te s  who d o n 't  a g r e e  w ith  t h e ir

44p o s i t i o n  in  c e r t a in  i s s u e s ."  B u t, G allu p  s a y s ,  " th e  v ie w  o f  a t  l e a s t

h a l f  . . .  i s  th a t  i t  i s  'v e r y '  o r  ' f a i r l y '  im p o rta n t fo r  r e l i g i o u s

o r g a n iz a t io n s  to  make p u b l ic  s ta te m e n ts  on p o l i t i c a l  and econom ic m at-

45t e r s  a s  to  w hat th e y  f e e l  w ould be con so n a n t w ith  th e  w i l l  o f  God."

B ased on r e s u l t s  from  v a r io u s  p o l l s  and s u r v e y s ,  th e  v ie w s  o f

A m ericans on th e  m oral i s s u e s  a d d r e sse d  by F a lw e l l  a r e  m ix ed . For

exam p le, L o u is  H a r r is  s a id  th a t  "a m a jo r ity  o f  A m ericans d is a g r e e  w ith

e v a n g e l ic a l  p re a c h e r s  on m ost o f  t h e ir  p o l i t i c a l  s t a n d s .  In d eed , on

th e  more extrem e p o s i t i o n s ,  th e  p r e a c h e r s  do n o t even  ca rr y  a m a jo r ity

46among t h e ir  f l o c k .  . . ." C oncern in g  an amendment to  ban a b o r t io n s ,

47"a 6 1 -3 4  p e r c e n t  m a jo r ity  o f  v o te r s "  op p ose i t .  And "a 6 1 -7 2  p e r c e n t

m a jo r ity  o f  a l l  v o t e r s  r e j e c t s  [ t h e ]  n o tio n "  t h a t  " se x  e d u c a t io n  in  th e

48s c h o o ls  i s  l i t t l e  more th an  p orn ograp h y."  By 5 0 -4 7  p e r c e n t ,  v o te r s

d is a g r e e  w ith  te a c h in g  r e l i g i o n  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  w hich  m ight in c lu d e

49c r e a t io n  o f  s c ie n c e  fo r  ex a m p le . The Equal R ig h ts  Amendment i s  

" fa v o red  by 5 6 -3 6  p e r c e n t  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  e n t ir e  c o u n t r y . O n  th e  

a c t io n  to  c e n so r  t e l e v i s i o n  program s or b o y c o t t  t h e i r  s p o n s o r s ,  "a 

d e c i s i v e  6 6 -3 1  p e r c e n t  . . . m a jo r ity  o f  A m ericans f e e l  i t  i s  n o t  

'p ro p er  and f i t t i n g '  f o r  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  and e v a n g e l ic a l  p rea ch er s  

to  p r e s su r e  t e l e v i s i o n  n etw ork s to  ta k e  o f f  th e  a i r  th o s e  shows th e  

e v a n g e l ic a ls  f e e l  a r e  im m o r a l .^
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On th e  o th e r  h an d , B urton  P in e s  a rg u es  th a t  th e  m a jo r ity  o f

A m ericans a g r e e  w ith  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  on m ost o f  t h e ir

m oral i s s u e s . He w ro te  th a t

th e  C h r is t ia n  r i g h t ' s  agenda and th e  c u lm in a t io n s  o f  th e  p r e a c h 
e r s  m irro r  a broad d i s q u i e t ,  even  a n g e r , t h a t  has sp rea d  a c r o s s  
much o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  T h is  mood has b u i l t  g r a d u a l ly ,  l i k e  
th e  s t a g e s  th rou gh  w hich  a n u c le a r  r e a c to r  r e a c h e s  c r i t i c a l  m a ss . 
J u s t  a s  g r e a t  numbers o f  o n c e - l i b e r a l  a c a d e m ic s , p u b l ic  o f f i c i a l s  
and o th e r  segm en ts o f  th e  le a d e r s h ip  e l i t e  have grown g r a d u a lly  
o u tra g ed  a t  th e  s p e c t a c le  o f  th e  U .S . economy h a v in g  gone w rong, 
and a t  th e  s p e c t a c le  o f  A m er ic a 's  s h r in k in g  g lo b a l  p o s i t i o n ,  so  
in  th a t  r e g io n  once known a s  M idd le A m erica , beyond th e  Hudson 
R iv e r  and o u t s id e  W ash in g ton ’ s C a p ito l  B e ltw a y , an a lm o st p a l 
p a b le  o u tr a g e  has grown a t  th e  s p e c t a c le  o f  th e  n a t io n  gone  
wrong m o r a lly

Q u otin g  F a lw e l l  in  a f u n d - r a is in g  l e t t e r ,  " I  b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  o v e r 

w helm ing m a jo r ity  o f  A m ericans a re  s i c k  and t i r e d  o f  th e  way th e  am oral 

l i b e r a l s  a r e  t r y in g  to  c o r r u p t o u r  n a t io n  from  i t s  commitment to  f r e e 

dom, dem ocracy , t r a d i t i o n a l  m o r a l i t y ,  and th e  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  sy ste m ,"  

P in es  a s k s ,  " Is  i t  perhaps th e s u s p ic io n  t h a t  F a lw e l l  may be c o r r e c t  

or a t  l e a s t  may be in  tune w ith  more o f  h i s  countrym en . . . th a t  

a cco u n ts  f o r  th e  m e g a -d e c ib e l e x c o r ia t io n s  h u r le d  a t  th e  C h r is t ia n  

r ig h t?  The num bers,"  he c o n t in u e s ,  " len d  some cre d e n c e  to  F a l w e l l ' s

o la im . Much o f  th e  p u b l ic  a p p a r e n t ly  backs c r i t i c a l  p la n k s  o f  th e  Chris-

53t ia n  r i g h t ' s  p la t fo r m ."  He co n c lu d e s  th a t  "what g iv e s  th e  M oral Ma

j o r i t y  and th e  o th e r  r e l i g i o u s  groups t h e i r  c l o u t ,  i t  seem s i s  th a t  on 

nany k ey  i s s u e s  th e  m o r a l i ty  th e y  p r o c la im  i s  th e  m o r a lity  o f  th e  

n a jo r r ty ."

P in e s  was re sp o n d in g  to  th e  f in d in g s  o f  v a r io u s  p o l l s  and s u r 

v e y s  c o n c e r n in g  m oral i s s u e s  a s  shown by th e  f o l lo w in g  graphic:"*"*
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QUESTION: Which of the following activities do you feel are morally wrong from
your own personal point of view — and which do you feel are not a moral issue?
(Read item, 1977). Do you personally think tha t  (Read item, 1978) is morally wrong

Not a moral issue / 
Not morally wrong

18%

21%

32%

34%

34%

42%

43%

146%

54%

A d m itte d ly  P in e s  and H a r r is  a r e  r e sp o n d in g  to  d a ta  ab ou t two 

d i f f e r e n t  s e t s  o f  i s s u e s .  But w hat i s  im p ortan t i s  th a t  th ey  jump, 

l i t e r a l l y ,  t o  two e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c lu s io n s  ab ou t th e  M oral Ma

j o r i t y  and i t s  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  A m erican p u b l ic - - c o n c lu s io n s  t h a t  a re  

o p p o s it e  to  ea ch  o t h e r ,  in  f a c t ,  m u tu a lly  e x c l u s i v e .  In  o th e r  w o rd s,
t- ► '

th e y  ca n n o t b o th  be r i g h t .  I t  d em o n str a te s  how c o n fu s in g  and in c o n 

c l u s i v e  a l l  th e  d a ta  has been  ab ou t th e  su p p o r t and im pact o f  F a lw e l l

and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  on th e  A m erican p e o p le .

What may be more im p o rta n t i s  th e  g e n e r a l agreem en t among th e  

v a r io u s  p o l l s t e r s  t h a t  th e r e  has been  l i t t l e  change o v e r  a p e r io d  o f
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or no t a moral issue?

Morally wrong

Infidelity  am ong 
m arried  w om en (1977)

Infidelity  am ong 
m arried m en (1977)

Deciding to  have children 
even though  not legally m arried and 

d o n 't  in tend  to  be (1978)

Pornography 
in m ovies (1977)

Sexual relations 
am ong teenagers (1977)

Hom osexual relationships 
betw een consenting  ad u lts (1978)

Having an ab o rtio n  because 
no m ore ch ild ren  w anted  (1978)

The use o f m arijuana 
(1977)

Couples living together 
w ho are n o t m arried (1977)
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y e a r s  in  th e  o p in io n s  o f  A m ericans on th e i s s u e s  r a is e d  by F a lw e l l .

I t  may mean th a t  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  have b een  i n e f f e c t i v e  

in  e i t h e r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o r  ch a n g in g  p e o p le ' s  o p in io n s  on m oral i s s u e s  

and th a t  th e y  have r a th e r  e x p lo i t e d  th o se  i s s u e s  fo r  t h e i r  own p u r

p o se s  .

V o ters  in  th e  1980 E le c t io n s  

In  a  November 1 1 , 1 9 8 0 , r e l e a s e ,  L o u is  H a r r is  s t a t e d  u n c o n d i

t i o n a l l y  th a t  "Ronald Reagan won h i s  s tu n n in g  v i c t o r y  l a s t  w eek n o t  

b eca u se  th e  c o u n tr y  as a w hole w ent c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  b u t b e c a u se  th e c o n 

s e r v a t iv e s  - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  w h ite  m oral m a jo r ity - -g a v e  him su ch  m as

s i v e  S u p p o r t .  . . . The w h ite  f o l lo w e r s  o f  th e  TV e v a n g e l ic a l  p r e a c h 

e r s  gave R onald Reagan tw o - th ir d s  o f  h i s  10 p e r c e n t  m argin  in  th e  

e l e c t i o n

T here seem s to  be l i t t l e  doubt o f  th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  

M oral M a jo r ity  and F a lw e l l  in  th e  outcom e o f  a t  l e a s t  one c o n g r e s s io n a l  

r a c e .  "Rep. John H. Buchanan, R -A la . ,  th e  o n ly  S ou thern  B a p t is t  m in is 

t e r  s e r v in g  in  C ongress and one o f  i t s  m ost r e s p e c te d  members, was

tu rn ed  b a ck  in  h i s  b id  fo r  r e e l e c t i o n  due to  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  M oral 

57M a jo r ity ."  Buchanan was q u oted  a s  s a y in g :

I  w ould sa y  i t  was th e  d e c i s i v e  e lem en t i n  th e  cam paign . . . .
M oral M a jo r ity  had a r a l l y  in  my d i s t r i c t  th e  Monday b e fo r e  e l e c 
t i o n  d a y . They w ere n o t  e n d o r s in g  c a n d id a te s ,  b u t J e r r y  F a lw e l l  
u sed  th e  o c c a s io n  to  h o ld  me up a s  a n e g a t iv e  exam p le . . . .
They cam paigned v ig o r o u s ly  a g a in s t  me and my r e c o r d  w h ile  u p 
h o ld in g  my f r ie n d  and c h a l le n g e r  a s  an exam ple o f  pure v i r t u e .  .
. . I  th in k  i t  made th e  d i f f e r e n c e  .58

E s p e c ia l ly  im p r e s s iv e  i s  t h i s  c h a r t  p rep ared  by th e  A m erican

J ew ish  Com m ittee show ing th e  outcom e o f s e n a te  r a c e s  in  w h ich  c a n d i-

59d a te s  r e c e iv e d  su p p o r t from  th e  New R ig h t:
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KEY CSFS - C om m ittee f o r  th e  S u r iv a l  o f  a F ree  C ongress  
RR -  R e l ig io u s  R oun d tab le  
MM - M oral M a jo r ity  
CV - C h r is t ia n  V o ic e  

NCPAC - N a t io n a l C o n se r v a t iv e  P o l i t i c a l  A c t io n  Com m ittee  
W - Won 
L -  Los t

C a n d id a te /S e n a te  New R ig h t Group Outcome

John P . E a st (R -  N .C .) MM, NCPAC W
Frank H. Murkowski (R - A la s . ) MM W
Warren Rudman (R -  N .H .) MM W
Jerem ian  D enton (R - A la . ) MM, NCPAC W
P au la  Hawkins (R -  F l a . ) MM W
C h as. E . G r a ss le y  (R -  Iowa) MM, CV, NCPAC, RR, CSFC W
Don N ic k le s  (R -  OK) MM, NCPAC, RR W
Dan Q uayle (R - I n d .) MM, CV, NCPAC, RR, CSFC W
Mack M a tt in g ly  (R ” G a.) MM, NCPAC W
James Abdnor (R -  S .D .) MM, CV, NCPAC, RR, CSFC W
S te v e n  Symns (R - I d a .) MM, CV, NCPAC, RR, CSFC W
Gene McNary (R -  M o.) NCPAC L
P a u l Gann (R -  C a l . ) MM, NCPAC, SCFC L
Mary E s t i l l  Buchanan (R - C o l . ) NCPAC, CSFC L
Bob D o le  (R -  K an.) MM W
Jake Garn (R - U tah) MM W
P a u l L a x a lt  (R -  N e v .) MM W

The M oral M a jo r ity  l o s t  o n ly  one s e n a t o r ia l  r a c e  o f  th e  f i f t e e n  in

w hich  th e y  p a r t i c i p a t e d . I t  sh o u ld  be n o ted  th a t  th e  e l e c t i o n s  o f

1982 saw a number o f  New R ig h t c a n d id a te s  d e f e a t e d .

In  s p i t e  o f  a p p a ren t e f f e c t i v e n e s s  w ith  v o t e r s  in  s p e c i f i c

e l e c t i o n s ,  George G a llu p , J r . ,  n o t in g  th e  p a r i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  d i s p a r i t y

in  th e  o p in io n s  o f  C h r is t ia n  R ig h t  and n o n -C h r is t ia n  R ig h t ,  c a s t  a

shadow o f  doubt o v e r  how A m ericans w i l l  v o t e  " i f  i t  comes down to  a

60q u e s t io n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p r in c i p l e s  or econom ic w e l l - b e in g ."

G allu p  o b serv ed  " th a t  e f f o r t s  to  c r e a t e  a C h r is t ia n  v o t in g  b lo c  

w i l l  be b lu n te d  by th e  f a c t  th a t  w h ile  th e r e  i s  a w id e d iv e r g e n c e  o f  

o p in io n  on i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  p e r s o n a l m o r a li ty  and r e l i g i o n  . . . ,
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s u r p r is in g ly  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  found on th o s e  i s s u e s  w hich  dom inate

61n a t io n a l  e l e c t i o n s ." E v a n g e l ic a ls  and c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s  have  

g iv e n  " h igh  p r i o r i t y  to  m oral i s s u e s ,"  G a llu p  s a i d ,  but "when A m ericans 

a r e  a sk ed  to  name ' t h e  m ost im p o rta n t prob lem  f a c in g  th e  n a t i o n , '  i n f l a 

t i o n ,  unem ploym ent, in t e r n a t io n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  c r im e , and en erg y  problem s  

a r e  a l l  named ahead o f  'm oral p r o b le m s .' F u rth erm o re , in  n a t io n a l  

e l e c t i o n s  th e  'b rea d  and b u t t e r '  i s s u e s  o f  p ea ce  and p r o s p e r it y  ten d  

t o  overshadow  m oral i s s u e s .  . .

G a l lu p 's  a s se ssm e n t  was s u b s t a n t ia t e d  by th e  r e s e a r c h  o f  L ip s e t  

and R aab. A rgu ing t h a t  many A m er ica n s , in  th e  1980 e l e c t i o n s ,  w ere  

" r e g i s t e r in g  d is p le a s u r e  a t  th e  d im in is h in g  s t a t u s  o f  A m erica . . . th e  

d e c l in e  in  A m erican p r o d u c t iv i t y  and th e  grow in g  s u p e r io r i t y  o f  f o r e ig n

im p orts o v er  our own p r o d u c ts ,"  L ip s e t  and Raab s a id  " th e s e  i s s u e s  f a r

63ou tw eigh  th e  f a c t o r  o f  m oral b a c k la s h ."  They argu ed  th a t  th e  m oral

b a c k la sh  had begun o v er  a  d ecad e ago  b u t met w ith  "no g r e a t  s u c c e s s  . . .

64u n t i l  a g e n e r a l b a c k la sh  mood sw ept th e  c o u n tr y . . . ."

"W hile th e  s h e e r  amount o f  tim e and money expended  by t h i s  New 

R ig h t ap p a ra tu s may in d eed  have had some p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s e 

q u en ces . . .  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t, in  a tte m p tin g  to  u n d erstan d  th e  1980  

e l e c t i o n ,  n o t  to  o v e r s t a t e  t h a t  e f f e c t . " ^  L ip s e t  and Raab, r e f e r r in g  

to  th e  f i v e  incum bent S e n a to r s  ta r g e te d  by th e  M oral M a jo r ity , ex p la in e d  

t h a t  " th e  d e c l in e  in  t h e i r  v o te  was a lm o st i d e n t i c a l  w ith  th a t  o f  th e  

D em ocratic  s e n a t o r ia l  c a n d id a te s  in  e ig h te e n  n o n - ta r g e te d  s t a t e s .  .

C oncern in g  th e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  L ip s e t  and Raab s t a t e d

th a t
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a c c o r d in g  to  th e  New York T im e s /CBS e l e c t io n - d a y  p o l l  o f  v o te r s  
a s  th e y  l e f t  th e  b o o th s , a s l i g h t l y  s m a lle r  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  b o rn -  
a g a in  w h ite  P r o t e s t a n t s  (61  p e r c e n t )  than  o f  o th e r  w h ite  P r o t e s 
ta n ts  (63  p e r c e n t )  a c t u a l l y  v o te d  f o r  R eagan . A com p arison  o f  
th e  1976 and 1980 v o t e s  in d ic a t e s  a s  w e l l  th a t  C a rter  l o s t  l e s s  
su p p o r t among h i s  f e l l o w  b o r n -a g a in  P r o t e s t a n t s  th an  among 
o t h e r s .  In  th e  e l e c t io n - d a y  s tu d y , he r e ta in e d  a la r g e r  p r o p o r 
t io n  (82  p e r c e n t )  o f  w h ite  e v a n g e l i c a l s  who s a id  th ey  had v o te d  
f o r  him  fo u r  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  than  o f  o th e r  w h ite  P r o t e s t a n t s  (78  
p e r c e n t ) .  T h is  was tr u e  o f  th e  S ou th  a s  w e l l .  . . .67

L ip s e t  and Raab c i t e d  o th e r  s u r v e y s . M i l l e r  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  

o f  M ich igan  Survey R esea rch  C e n te r , b ased  on 1 0 ,0 0 0  in t e r v ie w s ,  " b e 

l i e v e s  th a t  th e  im p act o f  fu n d a m e n ta l is t  groups on th e  e l e c t i o n  outcom e

68was much e x a g g e r a te d ."  The f in d in g s  o f  a Los A n g e le s  Times n a t io n a l

su r v e y  in d ic a te d  " th e  s p e c i f i c  r o le  o f  th e  TV p rea ch er s  . . . seem s to

69have b een  o v e r e s t im a te d ."  In  an NBC News and A s s o c ia te d  P r e ss  su r v e y ,  

o n ly  3 p e r c e n t  s a id  a recom m endation by a member o f  th e  c le r g y  c o n c e r n 

in g  a c a n d id a te  w ould  make them more l i k e l y  to  v o te  f o r  t h a t  c a n d id a te  

w h ile  88 p e r c e n t  s a id  su ch  a recom m endation w ould make no d i f f e r e n c e . ^  

"What a l l  th e s e  f in d in g s  seem  to  in d ic a t e ,"  L ip s e t  and Raab 

c o n c lu d e , " i s  th a t  th e  e f f o r t s  to  m o b il iz e  a r e l i g i o u s  c o n s t i t u e n c y

fo r  p o l i t i c a l  p u rp o ses  in  A m erica had no m easu ra b le  e f f e c t  on th e  1980  

71e l e c t i o n s ."  Based on t h e i r  s u r v e y s ,  Shupe and S ta c e y  con cu r w ith  

L ip s e t  and Raab th a t  " th e  New R e l ig io u s  R ig h t i s  n o t  a f o r c e  to  be  

reck on ed  w ith  in  m ost c a s e s .

The P a ssa g e  o f  L e g i s l a t io n  

In  a s s e s s in g  th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  F a lw e l l  in  b e h a lf  o f  h i s  

M oral M a jo r ity  c a u s e s ,  one ca n n o t deny th a t  th e y  have g a in ed  and s u s 

ta in e d  an u n u su a l amount o f  a t t e n t i o n .  N e ith e r  can  i t  be d e n ie d  th a t
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th e y  s t i r r e d  up an e q u a l ly  u n u su a l amount o f  c o n tr o v e r s y .  But th e y  

may n o t have b een  a s  e f f e c t i v e  in  a c h ie v in g  t h e i r  o v e r a l l  o b j e c t iv e  

a s  th ey  w ere in  a t t r a c t i n g  a t t e n t i o n  and c r e a t in g  c o n tr o v e r s y .  T h e ir  

m oral i s s u e s  have d ie d  in  C o n g r e s s .

I t  i s  im p o rta n t to  remember th a t  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  

had th e s e  th r e e  o v e r a l l  p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c t iv e s :  (1 )  to  m o b il iz e  th e

F u n d a m e n ta lis ts , e v a n g e l i c a l s ,  and o th e r  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s ,  even  

though F a lw e l l  d e n ie d  t h a t  h i s  M oral M a jo r ity  was a r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n iz a 

t i o n ,  in t o  r e g i s t e r e d ,  in fo rm ed , o r g a n iz e d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t s  who 

v o te d  on th e  b a s is  o f  s e l e c t e d  m oral i s s u e s  and B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i ty ,

(2 )  t o  e l e c t  c a n d id a te s  fa v o r a b le  to  t h e i r  m oral c a u s e s ,  an d , th rou gh  

them , (3 )  to  e n a c t  s p e c i f i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  e f f e c t i n g  th e  m o ra l, s o c i a l ,  

p o l i t i c a l ,  eco n o m ic , and m i l i t a r y  atm osph ere th e y  d e s i r e d .  The q u e s 

t io n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  how e f f e c t i v e  th ey  were in  a c h ie v in g  t h e ir  

u lt im a te  p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c t i v e - - t h e  p a ssa g e  o f  s p e c i f i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  on 

t h e ir  m oral i s s u e s .

In  o rd er  to  a s s e s s  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l ,  

f i r s t ,  d i s c u s s  th e  s p e c i f i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  on m oral i s s u e s  th e y  so u g h t  

to  p ro p o se  and o p p o se , t o  e n a c t  and to  p r o h ib i t  th e  en actm en t o f  s p e 

c i f i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  and th en  e v a lu a te  th e  r e s u l t s  th e y  a c h ie v e d .

The p r in c ip a l  m oral l e g i s l a t i o n  th e y  p rop osed  or  en d o rsed  f o r  

en actm en t was a s  f o l lo w s :

P rop osed  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment p r o h ib i t in g  a b o r t io n  
e x c e p t  to  p r e v e n t  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  m o th e r .73

P rop osed  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment to  p erm it v o lu n ta r y  
p ra y er  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s . 74
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E ndorsed l e g i s l a t i o n  to  p ro v id e  t u i t i o n  ta x  c r e d i t s  f o r  
f a m i l i e s  w hose c h ild r e n  a t te n d  p r iv a t e ,  p a r o c h ia l ,  and 
C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l s .75

P roposed  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  be in tr o d u c e d  in  v a r io u s  s t a t e s ,  
A rkansas f o r  ex a m p le , t h a t  w ould  r e q u ir e  th e  c r e a t io n  
th e o r y  o f  o r i g in s  to  be ta u g h t in  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  a lo n g 
s id e  e v o lu t io n  t h e o r y .76

The p r in c ip a l  m oral l e g i s l a t i o n  th e y  opposed  c o n s i s t e d  o f  th e  

fo l lo w in g :

Opposed th e  Gay R ig h ts  B i l l  th a t  w ould r e c o g n iz e  homo
s e x u a ls  a s  an o f f i c i a l  m i n o r i t y . 77

78Opposed th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment to  th e  C o n s t i t u t io n .

In  a d d it io n  to  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  o b j e c t iv e s  a b o v e , F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral

M a jo r ity , e s p e c i a l l y  s t a t e  and l o c a l  c h a p t e r s ,  w ere v e r y  a c t i v e  in

p r e s s u r in g  l e s s e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d ie s  su ch  a s  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  c i t y

c o u n c i l s ,  and s c h o o l  b oard s fo r  la w s , o r d in a n c e s ,  and p o l i c i e s  on su ch

m a tte r s  a s  books in  l i b r a r i e s ,  d i s p la y  o f  p o rn o g ra p h ic  m a t e r ia l s ,  and

th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  h o m o se x u a ls . As F a lw e l l  w ro te :

T hose days a re  o v er  and a l l  o f  th e  m is r e p r e s e n t a t io n s ,  l i e s ,  
and d i s t o r t i o n s  o f  our p o s i t i o n s  ( c e n s o r s ,  book b a n n e r s , u n d er
m in ers o f  th e  F i r s t  Amendment, u n -C h r is t ia n  i f  you  d o n 't  a g r e e  
w ith  them , e t c . )  w i l l  n o t  ero d e  our r ig h t  to  be in v o lv e d ,  to  sa y  
w hat we th in k ,  and to  t r a n s la t e  our c o n v ic t io n s  in t o  a c t io n  a t  
th e  p o l l s  and in  th e  h a l l s  o f  C o n g r e s s , our s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  
our c o u r t s ,  and our c i t y  g o v ern m en ts .7 9

J u s t  how e f f e c t i v e  w ere th e y  th en  in  a c h ie v in g  t h e ir  p o l i t i c a l

o b j e c t i v e s ,  in  p a s s in g  or k i l l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  on m oral i s s u e s ?  In  a

November 1 , 1 9 8 2 , l e t t e r  t o  M oral M a jo r ity  s u p p o r te r s ,  F a lw e l l  a s s e s s e d

t h e ir  acco m p lish m en ts  o v er  th e  l a s t  two y e a r s  s in c e  th e  1980 e l e c t i o n s .

A lth ou gh  i t  may have b een  an o v e r s ta te m e n t , F a lw e l l  w ro te :  "I can

rep o rt th e se  v i c t o r i e s  fo r  A m erica."
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1 . The E qual R ig h ts  Amendment d ie d  i t s  seco n d  and , h o p e f u l ly ,  
f i n a l  d e a th  June 3 0 , 1 9 8 2 . P h y l l i s  S c h la f ly  s a id  M oral 
M a jo r ity  was a f a i t h f u l  a l l y  in  h er  v ic t o r io u s  b a t t l e .

2 .  D .C . A ct 4 - 6 9 ,  w hich  w ould  have l e g a l i z e d  sodom y, a d u lt e r y ,  
b e s t i a l i t y ,  and s e d u c t io n  o f  a p u p i l  by a t e a c h e r ,  was 
d e fe a te d  so u n d ly  b eca u se  o f  our lo b b y in g  e f f o r t s  in  C o n g r ess .

3 .  We have a m a jo r ity  in  th e  U .S . S en a te  t h a t  fa v o r s  a r e tu r n  
o f  v o lu n ta r y  p ra y er  to  our p u b l ic  s c h o o ls .

4 .  We now have a m a jo r ity  i n  th e  U .S . S en a te  who op p ose  a b o r 
t io n  on demand.

5 .  We d e fe a te d  Ted Kennedy and o th e r s  in  t h e i r  a tte m p t to  
l i b e r a l i z e  th e  C r im in a l C ode.

6 . We have r e g i s t e r e d  b etw een  4 -5  m i l l i o n  v o t e r s  in  th e  p a s t
th r e e  y e a r s . 80

I t  sh o u ld  be n o te d  th a t  th e  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u ir in g  c r e a t io n  

th e o r y  to  be ta u g h t was s tr u c k  down b y  th e  c o u r ts  a s  u n c o n s t i t u t io n a l  

in  each  s t a t e  w here i t  was in tr o d u c e d . A ls o ,  though a m a jo r ity  in  

th e  S e n a te  v o te d  f o r  v o lu n ta r y  p ra y er  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  and f o r  th e  

a b o r t io n  amendment, b o th  f a i l e d  b eca u se  a  tw o - th ir d s  m a jo r ity  in  th e  

S en a te  i s  r e q u ir e d  f o r  p a s s a g e .  But S en a to r  J e s s e  H elm s, who had 

sp earh ead ed  th e b a t t l e  in  th e  S e n a te  fo r  th e  M oral M a jo r ity , h as vowed 

t o  b r in g  b o th  up f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  by th e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  o f  C o n g r e s s .

Shupe and S ta c e y ,  b ased  on t h e i r  r e s e a r c h ,  a r e  q u i t e  p e s s i m is 

t i c ,  o r  o p t i m i s t i c ,  d ep en d in g  on you r p o in t  o f  v ie w , ab o u t th e  p o s s i 

b i l i t y  th a t  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  w i l l  p a ss  t h e i r  m oral l e g i s l a t i o n .

. . .  to  l e g i s l a t o r s  we r e i t e r a t e  th e  d i r e c t io n  to  w hich  a l l  
s o c i a l  f in d in g s  have p o in te d :  (1 ) th a t  th e  New R e l ig io u s  R ig h t
i s  no tr u e  'M a jo r ity ' s o c i a l  movement; (2 ) t h a t  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  
b e n t o f  many v o t e r s  in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  d u r in g  th e  1980 e l e c 
t io n  was in  no way i n i t i a t e d  by or  d ep en d en t upon fu n d a m e n ta l is t - 
e v a n g e l i c a l  le a d e r s  su ch  as J e r r y  F a l w e l l .  . . ; (3 )  and th a t  in  
f a c t  a s  o f  1981 th e  g e n e r a l v o t in g  p u b l ic  r e p u d ia te d  t h i s  m ove
ment tw ic e  a s  o f t e n  a s  i t  en d orsed  i t  when i t  had ev en  h eard  o f^ 81
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On th e  o th e r  hand, Jody P o w e l l ’ s  a s se ss m e n t  co u ld  be more

a c c u r a t e .  "We o v e r e s t im a te d  them in  1 9 8 0 , and w e 'r e  u n d e r e s t im a t in g  

82them now." We must remember t h a t ,  in  a tim e o f  extrem e econom ic  

tu r m o il ,  th e y  w ere s u c c e s s f u l  in  g e t t i n g  su ch  s o c i a l  and m oral l e g i s 

l a t i o n  a s  an amendment c o n c e r n in g  v o lu n ta r y  p ra y er  in  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s ,  

and an amendment p r o h ib i t in g  a b o r t io n s ,  and a b i l l  p r o v id in g  t u i t i o n  

ta x  c r e d i t s  in tr o d u c e d  in t o  C o n g r e s s . What makes su ch  an a c c o m p lis h 

ment ev en  more s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  t h a t  two o f  th e  th r e e  main p ie c e s  o f  

l e g i s l a t i o n  w ere in tr o d u c e d  by no l e s s  th an  th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  

U n ited  S t a t e s  .

What may have b een  p u b l ic  r e l a t i o n s  p u f fe r y  in  1980 may be 

tran sform ed  in t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  su b s ta n c e  in  th e  1 9 8 3 -8 4  s e s s i o n  o f  

C o n g r e ss . In  a May, 1 9 8 2 , in t e r v ie w ,  Ron Godwin, o p e r a t io n s  o f f i c e r  

f o r  M oral M a jo r ity , e x p la in e d  th a t  t h e i r  aim  was to  be a l o t  l e s s  

v i s i b l e ,  t h a t  th e y  a r e  now g o in g  t o  d ig  in  f o r  th e  lo n g  h a u l ,  and th a t  

t h e ir  p r i o r i t y  w ould  be lo b b y in g  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  on t h e ir  i s s u e s .

He s t a t e d  t h a t ,  t o  a c c o m p lish  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e ,  th e y  were th en  g o in g  

throu gh  th e  e a r ly  s t a g e s  o f  a t h r e e -  to  f o u r -y e a r  r e o r g a n iz a t io n ,  

th a t  th e y  w ere g o in g  to  a s t r i c t l y  v o lu n te e r  o r g a n iz a t io n  p a tte r n e d  

a f t e r  P h y l l i s  S c h l a f l y ' s  E a g le  Forum o r g a n iz a t io n ,  and t h a t  th e y  w ere  

g o in g  to  r e p la c e  many o f  th e  s t a t e  le a d e r s  o f  M oral M a jo r ity  w ith  

younger p a s t o r s ,  t h i r t y , b r i g h t , a r t i c u l a t e ,  and a t t r a c t i v e  men who 

have f i r e  in  t h e i r  b o n e s . They p la n n e d , he s a id  to  r e l y  on phone

t r e e s ,  d i r e c t  m a i l ,  and l e t t e r  w r it in g  cam paigns and o c c a s io n a l

•  83 r a l l i e s .
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In  th e  198 1 -8 2  s e s s i o n  o f  C o n g r ess , F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral 

M a jo r ity  w ere rem arkably i n e f f e c t i v e  in  a c h ie v in g  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t i v e  

o b j e c t i v e s .  That seem s e s p e c i a l l y  tr u e  in  l i g h t  o f  a l l  th e  b a lly h o o  

t h a t  has surrounded  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  B u t , in  t h e i r  c a s e ,  we may n o t  

be a b le  to  ju d g e  th e  fu tu r e  by th e  p a s t .  Only tim e w i l l  t e l l  how 

e f f e c t i v e  th e y  a r e  in  p a s s in g  t h e i r  m oral l e g i s l a t i o n .

In  summary, F a l w e l l ' s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  in  a t t r a c t i n g  and i n f l u e n c 

in g  C h r is t ia n s  and o th e r  r e l i g i o n s  seem s to  be a lm o st e n t i r e l y  r e 

s t r i c t e d  to  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  C h r i s t ia n s .  In  f a c t ,  he may have a ro u sed  

much more o p p o s i t io n  th an  s u p p o r t .  Among A m ericans in  g e n e r a l ,  o th e r  

th an  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  C h r i s t ia n s ,  th e r e  was more in d i f f e r e n c e  than  e i t h e r  

su p p o rt or o p p o s i t io n .  In  term s o f  t h e ir  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  in  in f lu e n c in g  

th e  outcom e o f  e l e c t i o n s  in  1 9 8 0 , th e  l i k e l ih o o d  i s  th a t  th e y  w ere  

e f f e c t i v e  in  some o f  th e  e l e c t i o n s  in  w h ich  th e y  w ere a c t i v e ,  w ere  

in c o n s e q u e n t ia l  in  t h e i r  e f f e c t  on m ost o f  th e  e l e c t i o n s  th e y  so u g h t  

t o  in f lu e n c e ,  and w ere r e l a t i v e l y  i n e f f e c t i v e  o v e r a l l  in  th e  e l e c t i o n s  

o f  1 9 8 0 . In  e f f e c t i n g  th e  p a ssa g e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e g a r d in g  t h e i r  m oral 

i s s u e s ,  th e y  w ere s u r p r i s in g ly  u n s u c c e s s f u l  c o n s id e r in g  th e  v o t e s ,  

m oney, p u b l ic  o f f i c i a l s  th e y  s u p p o se d ly  c o n t r o l l e d .
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Chapter 7

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, CONSIDERATIONS,

AND SUGGESTED STUDIES

Summary

Every fo u r  y e a r s ,  a s  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  en g a g es in  th e  p r o c e s s  

o f  a p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  cam paign , th e r e  a re  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r i t u a l s  

su ch  a s  p r im a r ie s ,  th e  D em ocra tic  and R ep u b lica n  n a t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n s ,  

k e y n o te  a d d r e s s e s ,  c h o o s in g  th e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t i a l  ru n n in g  m a te s , a c 

c e p ta n c e  s p e e c h e s ,  and so  o n . A ls o ,  th e r e  a r e  u s u a l ly  u n iq u e and 

u n ex p ected  d ev e lo p m en ts  accom panying ea ch  e l e c t i o n  su ch  a s  th e  p r e s i 

d e n t ia l  d e b a te s  in  th e  1 9 6 0 , 1 9 7 6 , and 1980 cam p a ig n s, th e  "born  

a g a in "  phenomenon o f  th e  1976 e l e c t i o n ,  and th e  th ir d  p a r ty  ca n d id a cy  

o f  John A nderson in  1 9 8 0 .

One o f  th e  more f a s c in a t in g  d ev e lo p m en ts  o f  th e  1980 cam paign  

was th e  em ergence o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s  a s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t s  

in  th e  New R ig h t .  P ro b a b ly  th e  m ost v i s i b l e  and v o c a l  among th e  

r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t a c t i v i s t s  was R everend J e r r y  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral 

M a jo r ity  movement w hich  h e p rom oted .

B eca u se  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  o f  F a lw e l l  in  b e h a lf  o f  M oral 

M a jo r ity  c a u se s  was an e x tr a o r d in a r y  exam ple o f  e x t r e m is t  p o l i t i c a l  

r h e t o r i c ,  b eca u se  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  was th e  f i r s t  o v e r t  and o r g a n iz e d  

in v o lv e m e n t in  p o l i t i c s  by s t r i c t l y  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s  i n  s e v e r a l  

d e c a d e s , and b eca u se  i t  was among th e  m ost e x t e n s iv e  and in t e n s iv e
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in v o lv em en t by c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s  in  o u r  h i s t o r y ,  i t  w arran ted  

e x a m in a t io n .

The p la n  and p u rp ose  o f  th e  s tu d y  was t o  exam ine th e  p o l i t i c a l  

p r e a c h in g  o f  F a lw e l l  on b e h a lf  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  d u r in g  th e  1980  

e l e c t i o n  cam paign from  f i v e  p e r s p e c t iv e s :  (1 )  th e  r h e t o r i c a l  s i t u a 

t i o n ,  (2 ) i t s  m essa g e , (3 )  t h e  p e r s u a s iv e  m eans, (4 ) i t s  e t h i c a l i t y ,  

and (5 )  e f f e c t s .  O rgan ized  around t h e s e  p e r s p e c t iv e s ,  c h a p te r s  two 

throu gh  s i x  a d d r e sse d  f i v e  q u e s t io n s :  What f o r c e s  in  th e  r h e t o r i c a l

s i t u a t i o n  g iv e  r i s e  t o  F a lw e l l  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch er?  What was th e  

m essage o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p rea ch in g ?  What p e r s u a s iv e  means d id  he 

em ploy? Was h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  e t h ic a l ?  How e f f e c t i v e  was he 

in  in f lu e n c in g  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e ss?

T h is  c h a p te r  w i l l  sum m arize th e  c o n c lu s io n s  drawn from an  e x 

a m in a tio n  o f th e  f i v e  o r g a n iz in g  p e r s p e c t iv e s  and q u e s t io n s .  S econ d , 

th e  t h e o r e t i c a l ,  m e th o d o lo g ic a l ,  and h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t r ib u t io n s  o f  th e  

s tu d y  w i l l  be c o n s id e r e d .  And, f i n a l l y ,  a d d i t io n a l  s t u d ie s  w i l l  be 

recom m ended.

C o n c lu s io n s

In  a n sw er in g  th e  q u e s t io n ,  w hat f o r c e s  in  th e  r h e t o r i c a l  s i t u a 

t io n  gave r i s e  t o  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t ,  one w ould  have t o  n o te  th e  

exam ple s e t  by th e  p o l i t i c a l  R ig h t ,  b e c a u se  i t  p ro v id ed  the in s p ir a t io n  

and th e  m odel f o r  th e  r i s e  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t .  D uring th e  1980  

p o l i t i c a l  cam paign , th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t was g r a f t e d  o n to  th e  p o l i t i c a l  

R ig h t to  form  a t r u ly  "new" R ig h t . A lth o u g h  th e y  r e in fo r c e d  each  o th e r ,
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th e y  d id  n o t  grow to g e th e r  in t o  one o rg a n ism . F a lw e l l  and th e  r e l i 

g io u s  R ig h t ,  in  th e  m edia and in  th e  mind o f  th e  p u b l i c ,  became the  

f ig u r e h e a d  and le a d in g  spokesm an o f  th e  New R ig h t .

One w ould a l s o  have to  n o te  th e  f e e l i n g s  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  and 

p o l i t i c a l  d is e n fr a n c h is e m e n t  o f  many A m ericans le a d in g  up to  th e  1980  

e l e c t i o n s . B oth  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t became aw are and 

c o n f id e n t  o f  t h e i r  own p o t e n t i a l  to  a c t  w ith  p o l i t i c a l  im pact and o f  

a u d ie n c e s  who co u ld  be m o b iliz e d  and o r g a n iz e d  to  in f lu e n c e  th e  p o l i t 

i c a l  p r o c e s s .  F a l w e l l ,  more th an  any o th e r  New R ig h t le a d e r ,  c a p i t a l 

iz e d  on th e  f e e l i n g s  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  and d is e n fr a n c h is e m e n t  among 

th e s e  a u d ie n c e s ,  th e  s o - c a l l e d  " s i l e n t 11 and "moral" m a jo r ity  o f  A m eri

c a n s .  F a l w e l l ,  among o th e r  spokesm en o f  th e  New R ig h t ,  i d e n t i f i e d  

L ib e r a lis m  a s  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  d i s e n 

fr a n c h ise m e n t among A m er ica n s .

W hile b o th  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t w ere co n cern ed  

p r im a r i ly  a b ou t L ib e r a lis m , th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t was co n cern ed  m a in ly  

a b o u t th e  s e c u la r  humanism th e y  c la im ed  had b een  spawned by L ib e r a lis m .  

What gave r i s e  u l t im a t e ly  t o  th e  r h e t o r i c a l  a c t iv i s m  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  

R ig h t ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y  d e ta c h e d  from  p o l i t i c s ,  was th e  e x ig e n c e  o f  th e  

n o n - r e l ig io u s  m o r a li ty  o f  s e c u la r  humanism w hich  th e y  b e l i e v e  was p e r 

v a d in g  s o c i e t y .  The r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t saw n o n - r e l ig io u s  m o r a li ty  from  

a F u n d a m e n ta lis t  p e r s p e c t iv e  and p e r c e iv e d  i t  t o  be c o n t r a d ic t o r y  to  

th e  B i b l i c a l  m o r a li ty  t h a t  su p p o se d ly  had p r e v a i le d  th ro u g h o u t A m erican  

h is t o r y  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y .  B ased  on h is  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  v ie w  o f  th e  B ib 

l i c a l  m o r a l i t y ,  F a lw e l l  p reach ed  t h a t  th e  h u m a n is t ic  m o r a li ty  was a n t i -  

B i b l i c a l  and th u s a n t i - C h r i s t ia n  a s  w e l l  a s  a n ti-A m e r ic a n  and th a t  i t
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was a c t u a l l y  im m o r a lity  and c o n s e q u e n tly  a t h r e a t  to  th e  s e c u r i t y  o f  

A m erica and C h r i s t i a n i t y .

B ecau se  o f  t h e i r  commitment to  F u n d am en ta lism , th e y  w ere c o n 

s t r a in e d  to  sp ea k  and a c t  o n ly  on th o se  i s s u e s  th e y  c o u ld  c o n s tr u e  as  

m oral i s s u e s  b ased  on t h e i r  s t r i c t  c o n c e p t  o f  B i b l i c a l  m o r a l i t y .  In  

h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g , F a lw e l l  d id  n o t  a d d r e ss  i s s u e s  th a t  he d id  

n o t  c o n s id e r  m o r a l. I t  was F undam entalism  th a t  p r o v id e d  b o th  th e  

m o t iv a t io n  f o r  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t and th e  c o n s t r a in t s  on t h e i r  r h e 

t o r i c ;  th a t  i s ,  th e y  a d d r e sse d  o n ly  th o s e  i s s u e s  th a t  co u ld  be c o n 

s tr u e d  a s  m oral a c c o r d in g  to  t h e i r  v ie w  o f  th e  B ib l e .

What was F a l w e l l ’ s m essage in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  a s  

r e f l e c t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  " I Love Am erica" r a l l i e s ?  One c o n c lu s io n  

i s  o b v io u s  from  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g - - t h a t ,  though  h e c a s t  

h is  m essage in  p o s i t i v e  term s su ch  as p r o - l i f e ,  p r o - f a m ily ,  p r o -m o r a l, 

p ro-A m erican , and p r o - I s r a e l ,  i t  was n e v e r t h e le s s  e x tr e m e ly  n e g a t iv e  

in  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  p r e a c h in g . As a F u n d a m e n ta lis t ,  

he em phasized  th e  n e g a t iv e  o r  r e s t r i c t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  B ib le ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  m oral a s p e c t s  o f  th e  B i b l e .  He c o n s id e r e d  h i s  m essage  

to  be ab ou t th o s e  i s s u e s  on w h ich  h e had n o t  o n ly  B i b l i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  

b u t a B i b l i c a l  m andate t o  sp eak  a s  a C h r is t ia n ,  an o b l ig a t i o n  to  sp eak  

a s a p r e a c h e r , and a r ig h t  to  sp eak  a s  a c i t i z e n .

F a l w e l l ' s  u l t im a t e  p u rp ose  was to  e f f e c t  th e  en actm en t o f  s p e 

c i f i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h ich  w ould e s s e n t i a l l y  embody th e  B i b l i c a l  m o r a lity  

o f  F undam entalism  in t o  our s o c i e t y .  T h is ,  p ro b a b ly  more than  a n y th in g  

e l s e ,  le d  to  a f i n a l  c o n c l u s io n - - t h a t  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  and
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a c t i v i t y  o f  F a lw e l l  and h i s  M oral M a jo r ity  d is tu r b e d  a s  much a s  e v e r  

b e fo r e  i n  A m erican h i s t o r y  th e  ten u ou s r e l a t i o n  o f  church  and s t a t e .  

P o s s ib ly  i t  has s e t  o f f  a lo n g  s t r u g g le  b etw een  th e  church  and th e  

s t a t e  and may u l t im a t e ly  change th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  s e p a r a t io n .  The r e a 

son  fo r  th e  d ep th  o f  th e  d is tu r b a n c e  i s  th e  d e g r e e  o f  th e  in v o lv e m e n t  

o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t w ith  th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  p a r 

t i c u l a r l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w ith  S e n a to r s  and C ongressm en and w ith  g o v ern o rs  

and l e g i s l a t o r s  in  th e  s t a t e s ,  and v i c e  v e r s a .

The th ir d  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  s tu d y  co n cern ed  th e  means F a lw e l l  

em ployed to  make h is  m essage p e r s u a s iv e .  Two means w ere exam ined:

(1 )  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  and (2 ) h i s  u se  o f  mass m ark etin g  c o n c e p t s . 

H is p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  was compared f i r s t  t o  th e  jerem ia d  and th en  to  

th e  p a ra n o id  s t y l e  o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e  r h e t o r i c .  The d e n u n c ia t io n  th a t  

c h a r a c te r iz e d  th e  European je r e m ia d  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  t a c t i c  o f  a c c u s a t io n  

endem ic to  th e  p a ra n o id  s t y l e  w ere shown to  be p r e s e n t  in  F a l w e l l ' s  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . B eca u se  th e r e  s t i l l  rem ained  much to  be a cco u n ted  

f o r  in  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g , a c o n c e p t  was n eed ed  to  p ro v id e  

a more co m p le te  and perhaps more p r e c i s e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  h is  p o l i t i c a l  

r h e t o r i c .  A c o n c e p t from a n c ie n t  drama was a d a p te d , c a t a s t a s i s ,  w hich  

r e f e r s  to  th e  h e ig h te n e d  a c t io n  p r e c e d in g  th e  c a ta s t r o p h e .  F a l w e l l ' s  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  was th u s  c o n c e p tu a liz e d  a s  th e  h e ig h te n e d  r h e t o r 

i c a l  a c t io n  p r e c e d in g  th e  im pending and im m inent c a ta s tr o p h e  th ey  

b e l i e v e d  was a w a it in g  th e  n a t io n .

B ased on th e  c o n c e p t  o f  c a t a s t a s i s ,  th e  prim ary c o n c lu s io n  o f  

t h i s  c h a p te r  was t h a t ,  b e c a u se  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  b e l i e f  in  th e  F u n d am en ta l

i s t  d o c t r in e  o f  p r e m i l le n ia l i s m - - t h e  b e l i e f  th a t  m o r a lly  th e  w orld  i s
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g e t t in g  w orse  and w orse and th a t  th e  end o f  th e  w orld  can occu r  a t  any

moment and w i l l  d u r in g  t h i s  g e n e r a t io n ,  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  was

c h a r a c te r iz e d  by an u rgen cy  w h ich  in  tu rn  produced h is  r h e t o r i c a l  s t r a t 

egy  o f  d e n u n c ia t io n ,  a c c u s a t io n ,  and in t im id a t io n ,  and su ch  co n seq u en t  

r h e t o r i c a l  m ethods a s  a b s o lu t is m , a u th o r ita r ia n is m , a g g r e s s iv e n e s s ,  

in c o n s is t e n c y  and s im p lis m . F u rth erm ore, F a lw e l l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h i s  

F u n d a m e n ta lis t - ty p e  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  c o u ld  be th e  h e ig h te n e d  r h e 

t o r i c a l  a c t io n  n e c e s s a r y  to  d e la y  or  p r e v e n t th e  c a t a s t r o p h e ,  w h eth er

th e  end o f  th e  w orld  or th e  c o l la p s e  o f  th e  n a t io n .

F a l w e l l ' s  u se  o f  m ass m a rk etin g  c o n c e p ts  was a s  in d is p e n s a b le  

in  a c h ie v in g  h is  p o l i t i c a l  g o a ls  a s  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . He u sed  

th e  w h o le  sp ectru m  o f  mass m a rk etin g  m ethods to  m arket h im s e lf  and h is  

m e ssa g e , much th e  same way p o l i t i c i a n s  m arket th e m se lv e s  or a b u s in e s s  

m arkets a  p ro d u ct n a t io n w id e .  A ls o ,  m a rk etin g  c o n c e p ts  w ere em ployed  

t o  r a i s e  th e  fu n ds n e c e s s a r y  to  s u p p o r t , c o n t in u e ,  and expand h is  M oral 

M a jo r ity  movement a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s .

In  c h a p te r  f o u r ,  th e  q u e s t io n  was r a i s e d  w h eth er  F a lw e l l  was 

r h e t o r i c a l l y  e t h i c a l  in  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . To answ er th e  q u e s 

t i o n ,  I  c o n c e p tu a liz e d  e t h i c a l  r h e t o r i c ,  b ased  on th e  work o f  s e v e r a l  

s c h o la r s ,  a s  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  p rom ote, p r o t e c t ,  and r e s p e c t  th e  

f r e e  sp e e c h  o f  o t h e r s ,  a s  th e  h a b it  o f  s e a r c h  and in q u ir y ,  a c c u r a c y ,  

and f a i r n e s s , and as th e  commitment to  e q u a l o p p o r tu n ity  among id e a s  

and t o l e r a t i o n  o f  d i s s e n t .  T h is  k in d  o f  r h e t o r ic  i s  th e  minimum n e c 

e s s a r y  fo r  a dem ocracy to  fu n c t io n  f a i r l y .  F u rth erm ore, th e  e s t a b l i s h 

ment o f  j u s t i c e  was c o n c e p tu a liz e d  a s  th e  u lt im a te  e t h i c a l  m o tiv e  o r  

r h e t o r i c .

328



www.manaraa.com

On th e  b a s i s  o f  th e s e  c o n c e p ts  o f  e t h i c a l  r h e t o r i c ,  s e v e r a l  

c o n c lu s io n s  w ere drawn a b o u t th e  e t h i c a l i t y  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  

p r e a c h in g . F i r s t ,  F a lw e l l  d o es  n o t  m easure up t o  th e c r i t e r i a  o f  

e t h i c a l  r h e t o r i c  so  w id e ly  en d orsed  by th e  b e s t  th in k e r s  in  th e  f i e l d .  

R a th e r , he s e e k s  to  im pose h is  v ie w s  on o th e r s  and e x c lu d e  th e  v ie w s  

o f  o t h e r s .  In  do s o in g ,  he s e t  a s id e  th e  s ta n d a rd s  o f  e t h i c a l  r h e t o r i c ,  

a s c o n c e p tu a liz e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y ,  a p p a r e n t ly  b e l i e v i n g  th e  ends o f  M oral 

M a jo r ity  j u s t i f y  a lm o s t  any means to  a c h ie v e  them . S eco n d , th e  B ib l i c a l  

p r in c ip le s  th a t  F a lw e l l  s e e k s  to  im pose on s o c i e t y  a r e  s e c t a r i a n ,  i . e . ,  

F u n d a m e n ta lis t  r a th e r  than  u n iv e r s a l  p r in c i p l e s  on w h ich  a dem ocracy  

d e p e n d s . A th ir d  c o n c lu s io n  i s  t h a t  th e  p o in t  a t  w hich  F a l w e l l ' s  

r h e t o r ic  d i f f e r s  m ost from  th e  r h e t o r i c  o f  L ib e r a l s ,  w h ich  he u se s  a s  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  h i s  own p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c ,  i s  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  

j u s t i c e .  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  ten d  to  e x c lu d e  many p e o p le  

from  j u s t i c e ,  w hereas L ib e r a ls  su ch  as M artin  L u th er K ing have ten d ed  

to  expand j u s t i c e  t o  in c lu d e  more p e o p le .

The f i n a l  q u e s t io n  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  was how e f f e c t i v e  F a lw e l l  and 

th e  M oral M a jo r ity  w ere in  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  e f f o r t s  and w ith  whom.

S e v e r a l c o n c lu s io n s  seem  c e r t a i n .

One i s  th a t  F a l w e l l ' s  f o l lo w e r s  w ere m o s t ly  F u n d a m e n ta lis ts .

Two, th e  a u d ie n c e s  f o r  th e  O ld-T im e G osp el Hour w ere g r o s s ly  ex a g g er a ted

and w ere more i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  r e l i g i o u s  d im en sio n  o f  th e  O ld-Tim e

G osp el Hour than  in  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s .  T h ree , th e  l e s s

c o n s e r v a t iv e  a p e r s o n , th e  l e s s  he or sh e  w i l l  be in f lu e n c e d  by F a lw e l l

and th e  M oral M a jo r ity .  F o u r , F a lw e l l  a t t r a c t e d  few  f o l lo w e r s  among

n o n -C h r is t ia n  r e l i g i o u s  grou p s su ch  a s  Jews and Mormons. F iv e ,  th e r e
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has b een  more d is a p p r o v a l than  a p p r o v a l o f  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral Ma

j o r i t y  among A m ericans i n  g e n e r a l .  S ix ,  th e  o p in io n s  o f  A m ericans on 

s p e c i f i c  m oral i s s u e s  i s  c o n fu se d  b eca u se  o f  c o n tr a d ic to r y  o r  in c o n 

c l u s i v e  f in d in g s  by v a r io u s  p o l l s .  S e v e n , th e  o p in io n s  o f  A m ericans  

a b ou t m oral i s s u e s ,  b a sed  on p o l l s  f o r  th e  l a s t  d e c a d e , have n o t  

changed n o ta b ly  d u r in g  th e  tim e b e fo r e  or  s in c e  th e  a d v en t and a c t i v 

i t y  o f  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity . E ig h t ,  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral 

M a jo r ity  p ro b a b ly  had a d e te r m in a t iv e  e f f e c t  on a few  e l e c t i o n s  in  

th e  1980 cam paign b u t a n e g l i g i b l e  e f f e c t  o v e r a l l .  And n in e ,  F a lw e l l  

and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  have n o t  y e t  s u c c e e d e d  in  p a s s in g  even  one  

n o ta b le  p ie c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  on a m oral i s s u e  th e y  h ave  a d d r e s s e d ,  

and t h i s  was t h e i r  u l t im a t e  g o a l ,  '.

F a lw e l l  and h i s  M oral M a jo r ity  may have a ro u sed  more o p p o s i 

t io n  th an  su p p o rt n o t  o n ly  t o  th e m s e lv e s  b u t to  t h e i r  c o n s e r v a t iv e  

id e a s .  In  th e  lo n g  ru n , t h e i r  movement may p ro v e  to  be c o u n te r 

p r o d u c t iv e  .

T h e o r e t ic a l ,  M e th o d o lo g ic a l . and 
H i s t o r i c a l  C o n s id e r a t io n s

More i n c i d e n t a l l y  th a n  i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  t h i s  s tu d y  c o n tr ib u te s  

t o  th e  body o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  s t u d i e s  on th e  jere m ia d  o r  r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l  

r h e t o r i c  in  A m erica . C on cern in g  B e l la h ' s  th e o r y  o f  c i v i l  r e l i g i o n ,  i t  

i s  argu ed  th a t  F a l w e l l ' s  M oral M a jo r ity  m ovem ent, w ith  i t s  u n io n  o f  

Fundam entalism  and A m erican ism , w ould  e s t a b l i s h  a r a d ic a l  c i v i l  r e l i 

g io n  t h a t  B e l la h ' s  th e o r y  d id  n o t  e n v i s io n .  The s tu d y  a l s o  r e in f o r c e s  

H o f s t a d t e r 's  th e o r y  t h a t  th e  p a ra n o id  s t y l e  i s  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  

r h e t o r i c  o f  A m erican c o n s e r v a t is m  w h eth er  p o l i t i c a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s .
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A m ajor t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n t r ib u t io n  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  th e  c o n c e p t  

o f  c a t a s t a s i s  w h ic h , in  a s e n s e ,  i s  an e x t e n s io n  o f  H o f s t a d t e r 's  c o n 

c e p t  o f  p aran o id  s t y l e .  T here i s  p a ra n o ia  u n d e r ly in g  a c a t a s t a t i c  

s t y l e  o f  r h e t o r i c ;  h o w ev er , c a t a s t a t i c  r h e t o r i c  i s  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by  

th e  r h e t o r i c a l  e x c e s s e s  o f  extrem e u r g e n c y , in  o th e r  w o rd s , by h e ig h t 

ened r h e t o r i c a l  a c t i o n ,  and by sp e a k e r s  who a r e  p o s s e s s e d  w ith  th e  

c a t a s t r o p h ic  "end" o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  a n a t i o n - - i t s  s o c i e t y  and s t a b i l -  

i t y - - o r  even  th e  w o r ld . W hereas in  th e  p a ra n o id  s t y l e  th e  sp ea k er  

d em o n str a te s  p a r a n o ia - - d e lu s io n s  o f  p e r s e c u t io n ,  a  sp ea k er  u s in g  th e  

c a t a s t a t i c  s t y l e  i s  p o s s e s s e d - - i s  beyond s e l f - c o n t r o l ,  f r e n z ie d .  And 

h i s / h e r  sp eech  i s  th e  sp e e c h  o f  a p erso n  p o s s e s s e d  w ith  a f o r c e  r a th e r  

th an  th e  f e a r  o r  f r u s t r a t io n  th a t  t y p i f i e s  th e  p a ra n o id  s t y l e .

The o v e r r id in g  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n t r ib u t io n  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  th e  

c a s e  c o n c e r n in g  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  F undam entalism  on F a lw e l l* s  p o l i t i c a l  

r h e t o r i c .  A t e v e r y  s t a g e  in  th e  s tu d y , i t  i s  argu ed  th a t  F a l w e l l ' s  

commitment to  F undam entalism  a c c o u n ts  f o r  th e  n a tu r e ,  i f  n o t  th e  

e x i s t e n c e ,  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . The in f lu e n c e  on F a l 

w e l l ' s  r h e t o r i c  o f  h i s  commitment t o  th e  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  d o c t r in e s  o f  

th e  a u t h o r i t a r ia n  B ib le  and p r e m il le n ia l i s m  a r e  exam p les o f  th e  i n f l u 

en ce  id e o lo g y  can  have on r h e t o r i c .

In  terms o f  m eth o d o lo g y , t h i s  s tu d y  a g a in  d e m o n str a te s  th e  

u s e f u ln e s s  o f  B i t z e r ' s  th e o r y  o f  th e  " r h e t o r ic a l  s i t u a t io n "  as a 

method in  d e te r m in in g  w hat g iv e s  r i s e  to  movements and o th e r  r h e t o r i c a l  

phenom ena. One prob lem  w ith  B i t z e r ' s  c o n c e p t ,  h o w ev er , i s  t h a t ,  

though  he c la im s  a l l  m a tte r s  r e l a t i v e  to  a r h e t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  a r e  

c o n ta in e d  in  th e  e x ig e n c e ,  a u d ie n c e ,  and c o n s t r a i n t s ,  i t  le a v e s  some

331



www.manaraa.com

a s p e c t s  o f  m o t iv a t io n  u n accou n ted  f o r .  In  th e c a s e  o f  F a l w e l l ,  th e  

m o tiv a t io n  o f  h i s  commitment to  F undam entalism  w ould  n o t  f i t  n e a t l y ,  

i f  a t  a l l ,  in t o  e i t h e r  o f  th e  th r e e  c a t e g o r i e s .  W hile F a l w e l l ' s  com

m itm ent to  F undam entalism  in f lu e n c e d  h i s  v ie w  o f  th e  e x i g e n c i e s ,  h i s  

v ie w  o f  th e  e x ig e n c ie s  w ere n o t  a l l  t h a t  m o tiv a te d  him  to  e n te r  th e  

p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a . The F u n d a m e n ta lis t  d o c t r in e  o f  C h r i s t ' s  com m ission  

t o  e v a n g e l iz e  th e  w o r ld , f o r  exa m p le , was in  F a l w e l l ' s  own mind p r o b 

a b ly  th e  main m o t iv a t in g  f o r c e  b eh in d  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g . B u t, 

a t  b e s t ,  th e  com m ission  to  e v a n g e l i z e ,  a s  a r h e t o r i c a l  m o t iv e , i s  o n ly  

in v e r s e l y  or  i n d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to  B i t z e r ' s  c o n c e p t o f  e i t h e r  e x ig e n 

c i e s ,  a u d ie n c e s ,  or  c o n s t r a i n t s .

T h is  s tu d y  has a l s o  shown a g a in  th a t  t h e o r ie s  c o n c e r n in g  

e t h i c a l  r h e t o r ic  a r e  a p p l ic a b le  in  e v a lu a t in g  a body o f  r h e t o r i c  su ch  

a s  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c  in  g e n e r a l and h i s  s p e e c h e s ,  i . e . ,  

p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g , a t  " I  Love Am erica" r a l l i e s .  E t h ic a l  s ta n d a rd s  

and p r a c t ic e s  can b e d e f in e d  and d e l in e a t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  enough th a t  

sp e e c h e s  can  b e c l e a r l y  ju d ged  a s  e t h i c a l  o r  u n e t h ic a l .

A noth er im p o rta n t c o n s id e r a t io n ,  a l s o  r e la t e d  to  th e  e t h i c a l - 

i t y  o f  r h e t o r i c ,  i s  t h a t  sp e a k e r s  sh o u ld  be h e ld  r e s p o n s ib le  n o t  o n ly  

f o r  w hat th e y  a c t u a l l y  s a y ,  b u t a l s o  f o r  th e  im p l ic a t io n s  and c o n s e 

q u en ces o f  what i s  s a id  when t h e i r  id e a s  a r e  c a r r ie d  to  t h e i r  u lt im a te  

and l o g i c a l  c o n c lu s io n s .  F a l w e l l ' s  r h e t o r i c  d id  n o t  seem  n e a r ly  so  

u n e t h ic a l  when one c o n s id e r s  prim a f a c i e  w hat he s a id ;  h ow ever , i t  

becom es u n e t h ic a l ,  i . e . ,  u n a c c e p ta b le  when i t s  argum ents and a p p e a ls  

aim  a t  im p osin g  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  m oral v ie w s  on o th e r s  by l e g i s l a t i o n ,  

th e  u lt im a t e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  h i s  r h e t o r i c .
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I t  i s  hoped t h a t  th e  e x t e n s iv e  amount o f  m a te r ia l  from  F a l 

w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g  in c lu d e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  and s y s te m a t iz e d  by  

s u b j e c t  w i l l  be a s i g n i f i c a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t r ib u t io n .  No o th e r  s tu d y  

h as in c lu d e d  more th an  a minimum o f  d i r e c t  m a t e r ia ls  from  F a l w e l l ' s  

r h e t o r i c ,  e i t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s .  F a l w e l l ' s  r h e t o r i c a l  in v o lv e 

m ent in  th e  s o c i a l  sy ste m  has n o t  b een  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  and may c o n t in u e  

to  be o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  r h e t o r i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  s o c i a l  r e s e a r c h e r s  in  w hich  

c a s e  i t  i s  hoped t h i s  s tu d y  may be a u s e f u l  so u r c e  f o r  w hat F a lw e l l  

s a i d ,  a b o u t w h a t, and how.

A ls o  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  v a lu e  perhaps i s  th e  r e c o r d , in  t h i s  s tu d y ,  

o f  a body o f  u n iq u e p u b l ic  a d d r e s s - - F a lw e l l ' s  sp e e c h e s  on th e  s t e p s  

o f  s t a t e  c a p i t a l s - - a n d  o f  a body o f  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  p o l i t i c a l  p r e a c h in g ,  

o f  w hich  th e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  exam ples s in c e  th e  a d v e n t o f  F undam entalism  

in  th e  l a t e  1 8 0 0 s . T h is  s tu d y  a l s o  p r o v id e s  i n s i g h t s  in t o  th e  phenom e

non o f  F u n d am en ta lism , a r i s i n g  r e l i g i o u s  a s  w e l l  a s  r h e t o r i c a l  m ove

ment o f  th e  la s  t  c e n t u r y .

The in -d e p th  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  argum ents and a p p e a ls  

on some o f  th e  more im p o rta n t i s s u e s  o f  our e r a  c o n t r ib u t e s  to  our  

u n d e r sta n d in g  o f  a t  l e a s t  th e  one s id e  o f  th e  d e b a te  on th o s e  i s s u e s .  

A f t e r  a l l ,  F a l w e l l ,  more th an  anyone e l s e ,  was th e  spokesm an f o r  p e r 

haps th e  l a r g e s t  number o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  on th o s e  i s s u e s .

The a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  d is r u p t io n  o f  th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  church  and 

s t a t e ,  b eca u se  o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  m ovem ent, f o c u s e s  on b o th  s id e s  

o f  th e  d e b a te  and c l a r i f i e s  some o f  th e  p o in t s  o f  c o n t e n t io n .

H o p e fu lly  t h i s  s tu d y  has thrown some l i g h t  on th e  ex trem e  

A m ericanism  among F u n d a m e n ta lis ts  and o th e r  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n s .
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The r a t io n a l e  f o r  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  p a t r io t i s m ,  a s  e x p la in e d  by F a l w e l l ,  

i s  th a t  th e y  m ust k eep  A m erica f r e e  and s tr o n g  b e c a u se  t h i s  n a t io n  i s  

th e  b e s t ,  i f  n o t  th e  l a s t  and o n ly ,  b a se  from  w hich  C h r is t ia n s  may 

e v a n g e l iz e  th e  w orld  w ith  th e  G osp el o f  C h r is t .

In  summary, from  t h i s  s tu d y  we know s e v e r a l  t h i n g s .  One i s  

th a t  th e r e  i s  a s t y l e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  r h e t o r i c ,  w h ich  I  have term ed  

c a t a s t a s i s ,  th a t  can o n ly  be a c c o u n te d  fo r  by th e  s p e a k e r 's  commitment 

to  th e  F u n d a m e n ta lis t  d o c t r in e  o f  th e  p r e m i l l e n ia l  v ie w  o f  th e  end o f  

th e  w o r ld . Two, we know th a t  F a l w e l l ' s  F undam entalism  a c c o u n ts  fo r  

th e  r i s e ,  th e  s u b s ta n c e ,  and th e  n a tu re  o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c .  

T h ir d , b u t c e r t a i n l y  n o t  l e a s t  im p o r ta n t, we know, from  th e  e x t e n s iv e  

m a t e r ia ls  ta k en  d i r e c t l y  o u t o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c ,  e x a c t ly  

w hat he s a id  on e v e r y  i s s u e  he a d d r e s s e d . F o u r th , and th e  m ost im por

t a n t ,  we have a d d i t io n a l  i n s i g h t  in t o  th e  r h e t o r i c a l  n a tu re  o f  F unda

m e n ta lism .

S u g g e s te d  S tu d ie s

As t h i s  s tu d y  comes to  a c l o s e ,  I  am im p ressed  w ith  w hat i s  

l e f t  u n don e. T hroughout th e  ■>s tu d y ,  numerous o th e r  s t u d ie s  have b een  

s u g g e s t e d .  One p o s s i b l e  s tu d y  w ould  be to  a n a ly z e  B i t z e r ' s  r h e t o r i c a l  

s i t u a t i o n  c o n cep t to  d e term in e  i f  a n o th e r  c a te g o r y  c o n c e r n in g  m o t iv a 

t io n  n eed s  to  be added to  h i s  e x ig e n c e ,  a u d ie n c e , and c o n s t r a i n t .  A 

seco n d  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  to  e v a lu a te  th e  r h e t o r i c  o f  o th e r  a c t i v e ,  c o n 

tem porary s p e a k e r s , e v a n g e l i s t  James R ob ison  f o r  exam p le , in  o rd er  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  w h eth er  th e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e t h i c a l  r h e t o r i c  a r e  a s  u s e f u l  a s  

th e y  seem  to  have b een  in  ju d g in g  th e  e t h i c a l i t y  o f  F a l w e l l ' s  p o l i t i c a l  

p r e a c h in g .
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A noth er p o s s i b l e  s tu d y  w ould be th e  e x te n t  and n a tu r e  o f  u s in g  

th e  B ib le  a s  a b a s i s  and p rem ise  f o r  r h e t o r i c  in  A m erican p o l i t i c s ,  

b o th  p a s t  and p r e s e n t .  F o u r th , b e c a u se  o f  th e  tu r m o il in  th e  r e l a t i o n 

s h ip  b etw een  ch u rch  and s t a t e ,  s c h o la r s  need  to  m o n ito r  th e  r h e t o r i c ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  th e  e t h i c a l i t y ,  o f  th e  church  and s t a t e  d e b a te .  F i f t h ,  

B e r c o v i t c h 's  a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  A m erican je r e m ia d , w h ich  he term in a te d  

w ith  th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  C i v i l  War, n eed s  to  be c o n tin u e d  to  th e  p r e s e n t .  

A ls o ,  much more s tu d y  i s  n eed ed  c o n c e r n in g  th e  u se  o f  mass m a rk etin g  

m ethods to  " s e l l "  r h e t o r i c .  Mass m a rk etin g  te c h n iq u e s  have become 

r h e t o r i c  su rro u n d in g  r h e t o r i c ,  and we n eed  to  know th e  e t h i c a l i t y  o f  

su ch  r h e t o r ic  and i t s  e f f e c t  on o th e r  k in d s  o f  r h e t o r i c .

A s e v e n th  s tu d y  c o u ld  exam ine th e  n a tu r e  and fu tu r e  o f  Funda

m en ta lism  a s  a r a d ic a l  c i v i l  r e l i g i o n  u s in g  B e l la h ' s  s tu d y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

as a s t a r t i n g  p o in t .  E ig h th ,  I  w ould hope th a t  some fu r t h e r  c o n s id e r a 

t io n  c o u ld  be g iv e n  t o  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  c a t a s t a s i s  a s  an i d e n t i f i a b l e  

s t y l e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  r h e t o r i c .  N in th , we need  to  c o n t in u e  to  m easure  

th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  r h e t o r i c  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t on th e  p o l i t 

i c a l  p r o c e s s .  F or ex a m p le , as much r e s e a r c h  and a n a ly s i s  n eed s  to  be  

done com paring th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  1982 e l e c t i o n s  to  th e  1980 e l e c t i o n s  

a s  has b een  done on th e  1980 e l e c t i o n s .

A v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  and perhaps p r o d u c t iv e  s tu d y  c o u ld  be ab ou t  

w hat we may le a r n  from  L aw rence K oh lb erg  f o r  r h e t o r i c .  Kohlberg,'*' 

s p e c i a l i z i n g  in  m oral d ev e lo p m en t and how p e o p le  make m oral d e c i s i o n s ,  

may be i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  m oral p ersu a d e r s  in  u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h e i r  a u d ie n c e s  

more i n t e l l i g e n t l y  and how t o  p ersu a d e  them more e f f e c t i v e l y  on m oral 

q u e s t i o n s .
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A ls o ,  w ith  th e  in c r e a s e  o f  d i r e c t  m a il t o  com m unicate w ith  th e  

A m erican p e o p le ,  s e r io u s  r e s e a r c h  n eed s t o  be done in t o  th e  r h e t o r ic  

o f  d i r e c t  m a i l .  I f  F a lw e l l  and th e  M oral M a jo r ity  a r e  w orth y  o f  s tu d y ,  

p ro b a b ly  th e  r h e t o r i c  o f  t h e i r  o p p o s i t io n  i s  a l s o  w o rth y  o f  a n a l y s i s .

Now th a t  we have p a sse d  th e  peak o f  r h e t o r i c a l  a c t i v i t y  by th e  

r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t  and can  a c h ie v e  some o b j e c t i v i t y ,  th e r e  sh o u ld  be 

s t u d ie s  com paring and c o n t r a s t in g  th e  r h e t o r ic  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  L e f t  

o f  M artin  L u th er K ing i n  th e  1960s and o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  R ig h t o f  J e r r y  

F a lw e l l  in  th e  1 9 8 0 s .

Some i n s i g h t  m igh t be g a in e d  f o r  r h e t o r i c  in  g e n e r a l by a n a ly z 

in g  th e  n e g a t iv e  s t r a t e g y  o f  F a lw e l l  in  h i s  r h e t o r i c - - d e n u n c ia t io n ,  

a c c u s a t io n ,  and in t im id a t io n .  How common i s  i t ,  by whom, on what 

a u d ie n c e s ,  and w ith  what e f f e c t ?
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ENDNOTES

 ̂ Law rence K o h lb erg , "Moral E d u c a tio n  in  th e  S c h o o ls :  A
D ev e lo p m en ta l V iew ,"  The S c h o o l R ev iew , 7 4 , N o. 1 (S p r in g  1 9 6 6 ) ,  1 -3 0 .
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U np ublished  t r a n s c r ip t  o f  " I Love America" R a lly .  
F r a n k fo r t , K entucky, 16 O ct. 1979

Thank you , Don. A l l  r i g h t .  I  want to  b e g in  as  
I  d id  y e s te r d a y  in  N a s h v i l le  s a y in g ,  "Thank th e  Lord fo r  
th e  w e a th e r ."  He a lo n e  d id  th a t  f o r  u s and th e r e  i s  no 
way to  have a s  e x c i t i n g  a m eetin g  in s id e  a s  we a r e  g o in g  
to  have o u t s id e  to d a y . These s h in in g  young f a c e s  back  
h e r e  a r e  my so n s  and d a u g h te r s;  we have a la r g e  fa m ily .
There are  4100 o f  them in  th e  L ib e r ty  B a p t is t  s c h o o ls  in  
Lynchburg t h i s  y e a r . T h ey 're  t r a in in g  to  s e r v e  th e  Lord.
The g i r l s  ask ed  me to  m ention  th a t  t h e y 'r e  a l l  s i n g l e  and 
w i l l  be s ta n d in g  around h e r e  a f t e r  th e  s e r v ic e  to  t a lk  w ith  
you .

W e're g la d  to  have some o u ts ta n d in g  p a s to r s  h e r e  
from a l l  o v er  th e  g r e a t  s t a t e  o f  K entucky, b lu e - g r a s s  coun
t r y ,  and some g r e a t  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l a d m in is tr a to r s  and 
p r in c i p a l s .  You know, we o n ly  in v i t e d  about a thousand  
C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l s tu d e n ts  and we p lan n ed  to  h ave 1200.
A lread y  we have tw ic e  th a t  or m ore. That d o e s n 't  h u rt our 
f e e l i n g s ,  w e 'r e  g la d  y o u 'r e  h e r e .  Thank th e  Lord th a t  in  
s p i t e  o f  what i t  look ed  l i k e  t h i s  m orning e a r ly  and what 
th e  weatherm an s a id ,  w e 'r e  ou t h e r e .

In  a few  moments you a r e  g o in g  to  h ear  from  
your esteem ed  g o v ern o r . You a re  g o in g  to  be h e a r in g  from  
Governor C a r r o ll  and I  know what th a t  means to  th o se  o f  us  
in  th e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l movement. I  want to  sa y  j u s t  a few  
w ords to  you b e fo r e  we b e g in .

We a r e  v i s i t i n g  th e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l s  o f  a l l  f i f t y  
s t a t e s  d u rin g  an e ig h te e n  month p e r io d  -  about fo u r  or  f i v e  
a m onth, e x c lu d in g  December and th e  summer m onths. Most 
o f  th e  tim e th e  g e n e r a l assem b ly  i s  in  s e s s i o n .

When I  sa y  " w e " . . . th e r e  a re  1 5 ,0 0 0  C h r is t ia n  day 
s c h o o ls  in  Am erica to d a y . T h a t's  a l i t t l e  more th an  th a t  
r e a l l y . . . o n e  e v e r y  sev en  h ou rs in  A m erica i s  s t a r t i n g .  We 
had 1400 s c h o o ls  in  1961. I t ' s  th e  f a s t e s t  grow ing r e l i g i o u s  
movement in  th e  n a t io n  and I  th in k  i t ' s  th e  Am erican pheno
menon th a t  can change th e  c o u rse  o f  A m erican h is t o r y  th e  
n e x t  d eca d e .

T hese b oys and g i r l s  a r e  b e in g  ta u g h t n o t o n ly  
acad em ics in  an e x c e l l e n t  f a s h io n ,  th e y  a r e  b e in g  ta u g h t  
t h a t .  Our s ta n d a r d iz e d  t e s t i n g  t h i s  l a s t  y e a r , th e  15 ,000  
C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  in  Am erica t e s t e d  ou t one y ea r  to  one and 
a h a l f  y e a r s  ahead o f  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls .  But fa r  more 
im p ortan t than  a l l
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t h a t ,  th e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l movement in  A m erica i s  te a c h in g  
young p e o p le  n o t  o n ly  how to  make a l i v i n g  but how to  l i v e ,  
how t o  e s t a b l i s h  f a m i l ie s  and hom es.

*

They a r e  b e in g  ta u g h t p a t r io t i s m ,  r e s p e c t  fo r  th a t  
f l a g ,  r e s p e c t  fo r  a u t h o r i t y ,  r e s p e c t  fo r  governm ent, and good  
c i t i z e n s h i p  h a b i t s . They a r e  b e in g  ta u g h t r e s p e c t  fo r  each  
o th e r .  They a r e  b e in g  ta u g h t B ib le  m o r a l i ty .  They a r e  b e in g  
ta u g h t th e  im p ortan ce  o f  th e  home, one man fo r  one woman 
fo r  one l i f e t i m e  w ith  c h i ld r e n  who a r e  b e in g  ta u g h t th e  
lo v e  o f  God throu gh  th e  Word .o f  God. They a re  b e in g  
ta u g h t th e  im p ortan ce o f  th e  l o c a l  church a s  th e  B ib le -  
te a c h in g ,  B ib le -p r e a c h in g  c e n te r  w here th ey  w orsh ip  and 
s e r v e  th e  Lord w ith  th e  fa m ily  o f  God. They a re  b e in g  
tau gh t how to  be p r o d u c t iv e  C h r is t ia n s  and p r o d u c t iv e  
c i t i z e n s ,  and p r o d u c t iv e  p a r e n ts  and p r o d u c t iv e  le a d e r s .
And we b e l i e v e  th a t  in  th e  n e x t  te n  y e a r s ,  t h i s  i s  th a t  
phenomenon th a t  can change A m erican  h i s t o r y ,  b r in g  us back  
to  th a t  fo u n d a tio n  s t o n e ,  back to  th e  f a i t h  our our f a t h e r s ,  
back to  th e  p in n a c le  o f  g r e a tn e s s  th a t  A m erica once knew 
and we b e l i e v e  w i l l  know a g a in .  We’r e  o p t im is t i c .

Why a r e  we h ere?  As I  sh ared  w ith  your govern or  
j u s t  a few  moments a g o , w e 'r e  a tte m p tin g  in  ev er y  s t a t e  to  
c r e a te  a d ia lo g u e ,  a c o o p e r a t io n  betw een  th e  l e g i s l a t o r s  
(and y o u ’ l l  be in tr o d u c e d  to  some o f  th o se  to d a y ) and th e  
p a s to r s .a n d  th e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  so  t h a t ,  in s te a d  o f  
c o n fr o n ta t io n ,  we can have c o o p e r a t io n .

In  New York s t a t e  w here w e 'v e  b een  h a v in g  a 
t e r r i b l e  t im e , th r e e  o f. our p a s to r s  have been  in d ic t e d  and 
w ere fa c in g  p o s s i b l e  im prisonm ent fo r  th e  s im p le  crim e o f  
h a v in g  C h r is t ia n  day sc h o o ls , th a t .w e r e  n o t  approved by th e  
D epartm ent o f  E d u cation  in  th a t  s t a t e  and w ere a llo w in g  
t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  to  a t te n d  th a t  s c h o o l .  We had a r a l l y  o f  
f i v e  to  s i x  thousand  p e o p le  on th e  s t e p s  o f  A lbany a c o u p le  
o f  w eeks ago and th e  s u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  s c h o o ls  was th e r e
(among o th e r s  o f  th e  s t a t e  l e a d e r s ) .  L a te r , s h e ' s  a la d y ,
sh e  came o v er  to  our m ee tin g  w ith  a hundred and f i f t y  p a s
t o r s  and s a id  to  me, " D octor , I ' v e  had a m is in t e r p r e t a t io n
in  mind o f  what th e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l movement was a l l  
a b o u t. I  saw your k id s ,  I  c o u ld  t e l l  th e  b oys from th e
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g i r l s  w ith o u t a m ed ica l ex a m in a tio n . I  saw t h e ir  r e s p e c t ,  
I  saw them p ic k  up th e  paper o f f  th e  ground when th e y  l e f t  
th e  r a l l y ,"  and sh e  s a id ,  "I want you to  know th a t  a s  lo n g  
as I  am s u p e r in te n d a n t o f  s c h o o ls  h e r e ,  you a r e  n o t g o in g  
to  have any prob lem s in  th e  s t a t e  o f  New Y ork."

And so  th in g s  have happened, in d ic tm e n ts  have  
been  dropped and New York s t a t e ,  our problem  a r e a , i s  g e t 
t in g  a lm o st a s  good a s  K entucky. And we thank God fo r  
th a t  and we b e l i e v e  t h a t .

You s e e  a l l  o f  t h i s  i s  h a p p en in g , and t h i s  i s  .. 
th e  e x c i t in g  t h in g ,  a l l  o f  t h i s  i s  h ap pen in g  w ith o u t one 
d o l la r  o f  ta x  money. And w e 'r e  s a y in g  th a t  w e 'r e  n o t  
ta k in g  ta x  money b eca u se  w ith  s h e k e ls  come s h a c k le s  and 
s e c o n d ly , s in c e  w e 'r e  n o t ta k in g  ta x  money, we d o n 't  want 
much a d v ic e .  We j u s t  want to  be l e f t  a lo n e  to  do our 
th in g ,  w ith in  th e  law  o f  c o u r se  and h e a lt h  and f i r e  reg u 
l a t i o n s ,  o f  c o u r se  we want to  m eet t h o s e .  We d o n 't  want 
any p h i lo s o p h ic a l  a d v ic e  b eca u se  we b e l i e v e  th a t  w e 'v e  
g o t a l l  th a t  we need r ig h t  h e r e .

And s o ,  tod ay  we want to  come to  th e  s t e p s  o f
th e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l  in  F r a n k fo r t , K entucky, what I th in k
ev er y  one o f  your h e a r t s  a r e  s a y in g ,  "I Love A m erica ."

. . .SINGERS.. .

Thank you young p e o p le ,  we lo v e  A m erica. D uring  
our 203 y e a r s  o f  h i s t o r y  a s  a f r e e  r e p u b l ic ,  th ou san d s and 
th ou san d s o f  'A m erican b oys have l e f t  t h e ir  b lo o d , t h e ir  
arm s, t h e ir  l e g s ,  t h e ir  e y e s  on f o r e ig n  s o i l  to  make t h i s  
m eetin g  p o s s i b l e  h e r e  to d a y . And I. subm it to  you th a t  i t  
i s  our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  s e e  to  i t  th a t  th e y  d id  n o t do 
th a t  in  v a in .  The m i l i t a r y  cem etery  and th e  p u b lic  and 
p r iv a t e  c e m e te r ie s  o f  Am erica and o th e r  la n d s  a r e  f i l l e d  
w ith  th e  b o d ie s  o f  boys who b e l ie v e d  in  A m erica.

I  remember when I  was in  e lem en ta ry  s c h o o l dur
in g  World War I I .  I  remember, I  was born in  1932 you
h e c k le r s ,  I remember b oys g o in g  down to  th e  r e c r u itm e n t
o f f i c e  and ly in g  about t h e ir  age j u s t  to  d efen d  t h e ir  
c o u n tr y . Today th e y  run to  Canada a s  cow ards to  p r ev en t  
d e fe n d in g  t h e i r  c o u n tr y , t o  e sc a p e  th a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
We in  th e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l movement b e l i e v e  in  th e  armed 
f o r c e s  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  We b e l i e v e  in  s tr o n g
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n a t io n a l  d e fe n s e .  We b e l i e v e  th e  b e s t  d e fe n s e  i s  a good  
o f f e n s e .

W e're n o t a g g r e s s o r s  and w e 'r e  c e r t a in ly  n o t  war 
m ongers. But we b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  M a rx ists  have n ev er  changed  
t h e ir  o r ig in a l  and s t a t e d  commitment to  w orld  c o n q u e s t .  
T h e r e fo r e , we b e l i e v e  th a t , a s  a n a t io n ,  we need  to  su p p ort  
th e  m i l i t a r y .  We need to  be n o t j u s t  a s  s tr o n g  but  
s tr o n g e r  than  th e  S o v ie t  U nion b eca u se  th ey  are  a g g r e s s o r s .

And s o ,  to d a y , in  s p i t e  o f  th e  u n p o p u la r ity  in  
some a r e a s  o f  th e  m i l i t a r y ,  th e  army, th e  n avy , th e  a i r  
f o r c e ,  th e  m a r in es , th e  c o a s t  guard , we want to  s a y ,  "We 
Love A m erica ."  We lo v e  our f i g h t in g  b oys and we want to  
pay t r ib u t e  to  a l l  b ran ch es o f  th e  armed f o r c e s  and in  
memory o f  th o se  who have made th e  supreme s a c r i f i c e .

. . . SINGERS. . .

In C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  in  A m erica, ev er y  day we 
p le d g e  a l l e g ia n c e  to  th e  f l a g  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  We 
have n ev er  a llo w e d  and t h e r e ' s  n o t one in s ta n c e  on rec o rd  
in  a C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l o f  c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  B ib l e - b e l i e v in g ,  
C h r is t -c e n te r e d  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls ,  o f  a f l a g  b e in g  d e s e 
c r a te d ,  or burned , or worn oh .th e  s e a t - o f  som eon e's  p a n ts .  
W e've o f t e n  w ish ed  someone w ould b eca u se  o f  th e  u rg e  o f  
p la n t in g  a fo o t  on th e  n o r th  end g o in g  s o u th . But i t ' s  
n ev er  happened b eca u se  th e  p a r e n ts  o f  our c h ild r e n  put 
them in  our s c h o o ls  b e c a u se  th e y  a g r e e  w ith  what we a g r e e  
w ith ,  th a t  A m erica i s  one n a t io n  under God.

I  was in  W ashington Sunday a fte r n o o n  sp ea k in g  
to  a group o f  s e n a t o r s ,  con gressm en , p a s to r s ,  and le a d e r s  
on our n a t io n a l  day o f  f a s t i n g  and p r a y e r . Betw een two 
and th r e e  m i l l io n  A m ericans f a s t e d  and prayed  w ith  u s l a s t  
Sunday fo r  r e v iv a l  in  A m erica. And th e s e  le a d e r s  d id  th e  
same th in g .

A cro ss  town in  W ash ington , m arching up and down 
P en n sy lv a n ia  A venue, w ere 25 to  5 0 ,0 0 0  h o m o sex u a ls .
C h r is t ia n s  lo v e  hom osexua ls a s  th ey  lo v e  a l l  s in n e r s ,  and 
regard  them a s j u s t  boys and g i r l s ,  men and women w ith  a 
d eep , deep m oral prob lem . God lo v e s  th e  hom osexuals l i k e  
He lo v e s  a l l  men. But I  s a id  to  th o se  con gressm en , "We 
have no
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contem pt fo r  th o s e  young p e o p le  ou t t h e r e .  W e've j u s t  
se e n  them com m ittin g  immoral a c t s  in  p u b l ic  and s a y in g  
v u lg a r  and d ir t y  t h in g s ."  T h ey 've  come th e r e  from a l l  
over  th e  n a t io n  a tte m p tin g  to  g a in  p a ssa g e  o f  th e  Gay 
R ig h ts  B i l l  w hich  w ould g iv e  them m in o r ity  s t a t u s  l i k e  
b la c k s ,  l i k e  women, l i k e  H is p a n ic s ,  e t c . ,  w hich  i s  b e
yond b e in g  r i d i c u lo u s .  "B ut,"  I  s a id ,  "we have no 
contem pt fo r  them b eca u se  each  o f  th o s e  b oys and g i r l s  
have l e f t  b eh in d  them a t r a i l  o f  broken  h e a r t s .  Moms and 
Dads who lo v e  them and pray fo r  them in  many c a s e s  and 
w hose h e a r t s  a r e  wounded and broken b e c a u se  o f  what 
has happened in  t h e i r  l i v e s ."

And so  we make a d i s t i n c t i o n  b etw een  th e  s in  
and th e  s in n e r .  We h a te  what th ey  d o , we lo v e  them . 
B ecau se o f  th o s e  m others and dads who a r e  s a y in g  , "D on't 
h u rt them , h e lp  them , b r in g  them b a ck ,"  we rea ch  out in  
lo v e  to  them . We have a s t a f f  in  our church  o f  p r o f e s 
s io n a l  c o u n s e lo r s  who m in is t e r  to  them . But b eca u se  w e 'r e  
h o n e st  and b e l i e v e  th e  B ib le ,  we c a l l  i t  "moral p e r v e r 
s io n ."  God d id  n o t  c r e a te  Adam and S te v e ,  b u t Adam and 
E ve. And God ord a in ed  th e  fa m ily  to  be th a t  b a s ic  u n it  
in  s o c i e t y  th a t  He can b l e s s .  We lo v e  a l l  A m ericans.
We b e l i e v e  in  th e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  o f  a l l  men. But we a l s o  
b e l i e v e  in  r ig h t  and wrong and we know th e  d i f f e r e n c e  
b eca u se  we b e l i e v e  th e  B ib le .

R ig h t now b eca u se  we a re  C h r is t ia n s ,  b eca u se  
we a r e  A m ericans, Robby H in e r , a g ra d u a te  o f  L ib e r ty  
B a p t is t  C o lle g e  who came to  us from C o ld w a ter , M i s s i s 
s i p p i ,  b a r e - f o o t e d ,  d r iv in g  a f i f t e e n - y e a r - o l d  h e r se  fo r  
h i s  c a r ,  n o t q u it e  th a t  bad , but maybe s o ,  and th e  L ib 
e r t y  B a p t is t  S in g e r s ,  "The Red, The W h ite , The B lu e ."

. . . SINGERS. . .

Thank you Robby and thank you young p e o p le .
A fte r  t h i s  n e x t  song y o u 'r e  g o in g  to  h ear from Governor 
J u lia n  C a r r o l l .  I  want to  a p o lo g iz e  to  h im . We d id n 't  
g e t  p r e v io u s  n o t i c e ,  h e  h as a 12:00  lu n ch eon  in  a n oth er  
c i t y .  The S e c r e ta r y  o f  Labor from  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  
from W ashington i s  h e r e  and h e ' s  been  g r a c io u s  enough , 
h e ' s  g o in g  to  r id e  in  a h e l i c o p t e r  th e r e  to  be a l i t t l e  
l a t e  fo r  t h a t .  H e ' l l  be in  on a l i t t l e  p a r t  o f  t h i s  and 
a f t e r  t h i s  n e x t  song y o u 'r e  g o in g  to  h ear  him .
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Two thousand  y e a r s  a g o , our Lord and S a v io r  d ie d  
upon a c r o s s ;  he was b u r ied ;, he a r o s e  from  th e  dead; and 
he e s t a b l is h e d  a church in  h i s  own b lo o d . And th a t  ch u rch , 
down through two m il le n n ia  has w ith s to o d  th e  t e s t  o f  t im e .  
What i s  th e  hope o f  Am erica? Thousands o f  B ib l e - b e l i e v in g ,  
s o u l-w in n in g  l o c a l  ch u rch es and C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  th a t  a re  
s t a r t in g  one ev er y  sev en  h ou rs and by 1992 one a u th o r ity  
in  th e  f i e l d  h as s a id  th e r e  w i l l  be more p r iv a t e  C h ris  - 
t ia n  s c h o o ls  in  Am erica than  p u b lic  s c h o o l s . I  sa y  to  you  
t h i s  i s  th e  hope fo r  A m erica.

W e're n o t fo r  th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls .
We j u s t  want th e  r ig h t  a s  f r e e  A m ericans to  e d u ca te  our  
so n s  and d a u g h ters  in  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l s . I  sa y  to  you  
th a t  th e  church o f  th e  L iv in g  God, th a t  Church Triumphant 
has come through  2000 y e a r s  o f  p e r i l  and t r o u b le  and 
p rob lem s. There h ave b een  t im e s  when our le a d e r s  have  
been m arytred a s  h e r e t i c s .  Som etim es e le v a t e d  to  sa cred  
le a d e r s .

The o ld  sh ip  o f  Z ion h a s  s a i l e d  through  storm s  
and tem p est b e f o r e .  The h u l l  o f  th e  sh ip  i s  b a t te r e d  and 
b ea ten ed  b u t h e r e  2000 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  w h i le  many o f  our 
b r e th r e n  in  C hina, R u s s ia , Cuba a r e  in  p r is o n  fo r  t h e ir  
f a i t h ,  th e r e  a r e  more o f  u s  th an  e v e r  b e fo r e .  The church  
i s  a l i v e  and w e l l .  And a l l  i s  dry down in s id e  th a t  o ld  
sh ip  and s h e ' s  g o in g  to  a r r iv e  s a f e l y  on th e  o th e r  sh o re  
one day.

R ig h t now, R ick  and H ick  V ig n u e l le ,  tw in s  from  
Birmingham, Alabama, and th e  L ib e r ty  B a p t is t  S in g e r s  s in g  
o f  th e  r e a l  hope f o r  A m erica, "The Church ( G od's Church) 
Trium phant, A l iv e  and W e ll."

. . .SINGERS.. .
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Boy, th a t  would g e t  a Cumberland P r e sb y te r ia n  
e x c i t e d ,  w o u ld n 't  i t ?  And sp ea k in g  o f  Cumberland P r e s 
b y t e r ia n ,  Governor J u lia n  C a r r o ll  i s  a C h r is t ia n  and un
asham edly t e s t i f i e d  to  t h a t .  And h e ' s  th e  govern or o f  
your g r e a t  s t a t e ,  th e  govern or o f  K entucky. My f a t h e r -  
in - la w , 55 y e a r s  ago ,w orked  on th e  power l i n e s  in  C a t le t -  
t s b u r g ,  K entucky, and I  have had th e  'p r i v i l e g e  many tim es  
o f  p rea ch in g  up and down t h i s  s t a t e .  T h is  h a s  been  my 
h ig h e s t  day in  your s t a t e  b eca u se  o f  b e in g  h e r e  w ith  you , 
and p a s t o r s ,  and p e o p le ,  and m eetin g  your g r e a t  govern or  
o f  th e  s t a t e  o f  K entucky, th e  h o n o ra b le  J u lia n  C a r r o ll .

Thank you so  v ery  much D r. J e r r y  F a lw e l l .
A g r e a t  K entucky h o s p i t a l i t y  w elcom e to  one o f  
th e  w o r ld 's  g r e a t e s t  C h r is t ia n  le a d e r s  and e v e r y 
body w a tch es th e  "Old T im e'G ospel Hour" ev en  th e  
govern or o f  K entucky , l e t  me a s su r e  you o f  t h a t .  
Indeed  we a p p r e c ia te  i t  v e r y  much and e n jo y  i t .
We a l s o  a r e  d e e p ly  moved tod ay  by th e s e  b e a u t i 
f u l  s in g e r s  from  L ib e r ty  B a p t is t  C o lle g e .
Haven't they been fabulous? Thank you so very 
much. You really have been.

One of the jobs that I've had through the 
years in my church was leading the singing.
For f i v e  y e a r s  I  le d  th e  s in g in g  in  my ch u rch .
So any time, I'm going to be unemployed soon 
and I'm looking for a job. On one occasion we 
were practicing for a T.V. show and the pastor 
who was a dear friend of mine came up to the 
front of the church and said, "Julian, let's 
try it one time without you singing" and it 
sounded so good that from there on I just led 
the choir. And I noticed, you don't sing, you 
just lead the choir. And I think so much of 
myself.

W ell in d eed  i t ' s  a trem endous p le a s u r e  
h a v in g  D r. F a lw e l l  in  K entucky to d a y . I  was 
t e l l i n g  him e a r l i e r  and some o f  my m in is te r  
f r ie n d s  in  th e  a u d ie n c e  w i l l  remember, back  
a s  we c e le b r a te d  th e  200th  a n n iv e r sa r y  o f  our 
n a t io n ,  K entucky was th e  o n ly  s t a t e  in  th e  
U n ited  S t a t e s  th a t  c e le b r a te d  200 y e a r s  o f  
r e l i g i o u s  freedom .

And I  t o ld  D r. F a lw e l l  e a r l i e r  th a t  we 
in v i t e d  th e  p a s to r s  o f  Kentucky to  come to  
th e  m ansion grounds and have c h ic k e n  d in n er  
w ith  u s .  And do you know th a t  6000 p rea ch er s
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showed up? N ever b e fo r e  have you se e n  so  much 
c h ic k e n  e a t in g  in  a l l  your l i f e !  I  h e lp ed  them  
e a t  i t  now 'c a u se  a s  you w e l l  know I en jo y  s e r 
v in g  my Lord a l s o .  And I'm  unashamed o f  th e  
f a c t .  I  am a born a g a in  C h r is t ia n  and I'm  
proud to  say  i t .

And Dr. F a lw e l l ,  I  w ould sa y  to  you th a t  
o f  a l l  th e  th in g s  th a t  have happened to  you on 
th e  c a p i t o l  s t e p s  o f  th e  commonwealth o f  Ken
tu c k y , in  our many y e a r s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  and we 
became a s t a t e  in  1 7 9 2 . Now we- know th a t  
V ir g in ia  was ahead o f  u s and we know th a t  we 
u sed  to  be a p a r t .o f  V ir g in ia ,  b u t in d eed  I  
can n o t th in k  o f ; any e v e n t th a t  h as e v e r  o c -  ' 
curred  on th e c a p i t o l  s t e p s  o f  th e  commonwealth 
o f  K entucky more im p ortan t th an  t h i s  e v e n t  
h e r e  to d a y .

I  was t e l l i n g  D r. F a lw e l l  e a r l i e r  th a t  
in d eed  o f  th e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  r e v i v a l  o f  th e  
19th c e n tu r y , K entucky was th e  g r e a t  fo u n d a tio n .  
For much o f  th a t  fo u n d a tio n  a s  i t  moved W est
w ard. And in d eed  my ch u rch , th e  Cumberland 
P r e s b y te r ia n  Church was born ou t o f  th a t  g r e a t  
r e v i v a l  h e r e  in  K entucky. And in d eed  th e r e  
w ere o th e r  d en o m in a tio n s . P a r t i c u la r ly  g r e a t  
B a p t is t  born ou t o f  th a t  r e v i v a l  r ig h t  over  
h ere  on th e  edge o f  S h elb y  C ounty. And in d e e d ,  
when you go back  and read  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th a t  
g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  movement in  A m erica , one o f  
th e  th in g s  w hich im p r e sse s  me m ost i s  th e  h i s 
to r y  books d e s c r ib e  th e  o ld  rough and tum ble men 
w hose f in g e r s  w ere broken from work w ith  t h e i r  
b ib b ed  o v e r a l l s  on who had come to  th e  r a l l i e s  
w ith  t h e i r  w iv e s  and t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  and how 
th o se  rou gh , tough  men g o t on t h e i r  k n ees under  
th e  t r e e s  o f  th e  grounds on w hich  th e  p rea ch er  
was g o in g  on and thanked God th a t  th e y  w ere in  
A m erica and thanked God fo r  th e  f a c t  th a t  he had  
g iv e n  them l i f e .

No m a tter  what we a r e  or  who we a r e  or  
w here we a re  we sh o u ld  n ev er  f a i l  to  thank God 
fo r  A m erica. But H e 's  g iv e n  u s t h i s  g r e a t  
co u n try  w here we can t r a in  one g e n e r a t io n  to  
ca rr y  on th e  h e r i t a g e  o f  g e n e r a t io n s  p a s t .  And 
o f  many t im e s  I ' v e  b een  in  th e  p u lp i t s  o f  your  
ch u rch , I  s a id ,  "The g r e a t e s t  th r e a t  fa c in g  
Am erica tod ay  i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  w e 'r e  so  p r e 
o ccu p ie d  w ith  th e  econom ic and s o c i a l  demands 
o f  our tim e th a t  we d o n 't  have any tim e fo r  God 
and what He s ta n d s  f o r ."  And th e  f a c t  th a t  we 
do n o t go to  church and w e 'r e  n o t  t r a in in g  a n o th er
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g e n e r a t io n  to  p ic k  up th e  C h r is t ia n  h e r i ta g e  
th a t  we r e c e iv e d  from our f o r e f a t h e r s .  But 
thank God fo r  s c h o o ls  l i k e  L ib e r ty  B a p t is t  
C o lle g e  and so  many o th e r s  and many o f  our 
e lem en ta ry  and seco n d a ry  s c h o o ls ,  th e y  are  
g r e a t  in  t r a in in g  A m er ic a 's  you th  to  o u t d o . 
u s .  I  want to  s e e  them do b e t t e r  than what we 
d id  in  t h i s  g e n e r a t io n , b e t t e r .

D r. F a lw e l l ,  I  prom ised  my s t a f f  I  w o u ld n 't  
preach  to d a y . T h is  i s  your day and n o t m ine b u t  
I  want to  a sk  a member o f  my s t a f f  to  b r in g  me 
a c o u p le  o f  item s o v er  h e r e  th a t  I  w anted to  
p r e s e n t  to  y ou . T h is  i s  in d eed  a p r e a c h e r 's  
so n , he i s  my s c h e d u le r  and h i s  f a t h e r ,  who i s  
a m in is t e r  and our dear f r ie n d  fo r  many y e a r s ,  
and I t o ld  h i s  f a th e r  I  would l i k e  h i s  son  to  
work fo r  me, I  w ould l i k e  fo r  good p e o p le  to  
work fo r  m e . . . s o  he was born and r a is e d  in  a 
C h r is t ia n  home and in d eed  you s e e  he i s ,  w orking  
now fo r  th e  g o v ern o r  o f  K entucky. Who knows 
w here you m ight be headed? You know? You 
m ight even  be g o v e r n o r . . .maybe th e  f i r s t  woman 
govern or  o f  some s t a t e ,  you know?

D r. F a lw e l l ,  in d eed  one o f  th e  n i c e s t  
th in g s  th a t  h as happened to  me in  my C h r is 
t ia n  work i s  a C h r is t ia n  book w r it t e n  on my 
l i f e  by C h a r les  P au l C arnes put ou t by one o f  
th e  C h r is t ia n  P r e ss  and I would l i k e  to  g iv e  
th a t  to  you and show you what an o ld  K entucky  
boy h as done in  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  work a s  w e l l  a s  
h i s  p o l i t i c a l  w ork. Now I'm  g e t t in g  read y  to  
q u it  th e  p o l i t i c s  so  I  can  do more o f  th e  
form er.

A ls o ,  we know th a t  y o u 'v e  had a l o t  o f  
accom m odations g iv e n  to  you in  your l i f e t i m e  
fo r  your g r e a t  work around th e  w orld  p a r t ic u 
l a r l y  "The Old Time G osp el H our," L ib e r ty  C o lle g e ,  
b u t one th a t  we j u s t  co u ld  n o t p a ss  up th e  op
p o r tu n ity  to  g iv e  you and we d o n 't  mean in  any 
way to  say  th a t  i t ' s  more im p ortan t than  your  
rev eren d  t i t l e ,  nor more im p ortan t than  your  
b r o th e r  t i t l e ,  but i t  m ight run a c l o s e  second  
to  your d o c to r  t i t l e . . . b u t  we want you to  be 
known a s  a c o l o n e l ,  a K entucky C o lo n e l m ight 
you s a y . So i t ' s  my p le a s u r e  a t  t h i s  tim e to  
name D r. J err y  F a lw e l l  a s  an a id e  de camp on 
th e  s t a f f  o f  th e  govern or  o f  th e commonwealth 
o f  K entucky and th e  rank o f  a c o lo n e l .  And so  
now he can be one o f  my c h ie f  r e l i g i o u s  a d v is o r s .  
Dr. F a lw e l l ,  c o n g r a tu la t io n s  and thank you fo r  
com ing to  K entucky.
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God B le s s  you and thank  you Governor C a r r o ll .
L e t ' s  g iv e  him a hand in  a p p r e c ia t io n ,  G overnor C a r r o ll  
from th e  s t a t e  o f  K entucky. Amen. God b l e s s  you G overnor.
Thank you . I  gave t h i s  y e s te r d a y  and d id n 't  g iv e  i t  b ack , 
w here i s  i t ?  Who, to  whom do I  g iv e  th e  w atch? Would you  
h o ld  th a t  p le a s e ?  Thank you . W e ll, what an h on or.
W asn't th a t  trem endous? Governor J u l ia n  C a r r o ll  o f  th e  
s t a t e  o f  K entucky. H e 's  l a t e  f o r  h i s  n e x t  appointm ent in  
ord er  to  f u l f i l l  t h i s  o n e .

The o n ly  p erso n  unhappy about t h i s  m eetin g  t o 
day i s  M ad elin e O 'H are. W e're so  t h r i l l e d  to  be h e r e  and 
w e 'r e  n o t v i o l a t i n g  church  and s t a t e .  W e're n o t b eca u se  
you happen to  b e on your s t a t e  c a p i t o l  s t e p s .  T hese s t e p s  
b e lo n g  to  you; t h e y 'r e  y o u rs  a s  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  
s t a t e .  T h is  d o e s n 't  c o s t  K entucky a n y th in g .

I  th in k  your com ing h e r e  i s  a g r e a t  t r ib u t e ,  
a g r e a t  honor bestow ed  upon the g r e a t  le a d e r s h ip  o f  your  
s t a t e .  I  w ould l i k e  a l l  o f  th e  s e n a to r s  and r e p r e s e n ta 
t i v e s ,  d e le g a t e s  o f  th e  s t a t e  to  s ta n d . We have o th e r s  
h ere  and I have m issed  y ou . I  want you a l l  t o  come t h i s  
w ay, I ' v e  met s e v e r a l  a s  I  came down and t h i s  d ear  la d y  i s  
com ing now and somebody I  met r ig h t  up h e r e ,  w here a re  you?
J u s t  come r ig h t  on u p , I  want you t o  i d e n t i f y  y o u r s e l f ,  
j u s t  come on down w i l l  you? T e l l  u s  who you a r e  and where  
y o u 'r e  from ,, b eca u se  th e s e  a r e  your p e o p le .  And I  want to  
say  thank you fo r  com ing a n d . . . S i r ,  would you id e n t i f y  
y o u r s e l f  and w here you a r e  from?

I'm  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  C lau d ia  R in e r * a n d . 
and I ’m from L o u i s v i l l e  and I  j u s t  want to  - 
make your w if e  a K entucky C o lo n e l (HA!HA!) 
j u s t  to  sa y  th a t  my husband and I  c la im ed  
a B ib le  v e r s e ,  P roverb s 1 2 :2 4 , " th e  hand 
o f  th e  d i l i g e n t  s h a l l  b ea r  r u le  b u t th e  
s lo u g h fu l  s h a l l  be under t r ib u te "  so  God 
b l e s s  you fo r  your w o r k ..w e 'r e  p ra y in g  
f o r  you .

You a re  so  sw e et and God b l e s s  you Thank you  
v e r y  much. W e've g o t a n o th er  on e , now, how about th a t?
W e ll, I ' l l  t e l l  y o u . . . I  th o u g h t I  had one o v er  my w if e  fo r  
o n c e .  (HA!HA!) A l l  r i g h t .

I'm  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Aaron A rnold  and I  
l i v e  in  Mount S t e r l i n g .*

Thank you.

'%James a p p ea r in g  in  th e s e  t r a n s c r ip t io n s  may n o t  be 
s p e l l e d  c o r r e c t ly .
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I'm  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  Dexter^ W right, 38 th  
D i s t r i c t .  Reverend B u t le r  i s  a v ery  good f r ie n d ,  
L o u i s v i l l e ,  K entucky. I'm  v e r y  happy to  be h e r e ,  
v e r y  happy to  have you h ere  in  K entucky.

Thank y ou , God b l e s s  you and thank you so  v ery
much.

Would you b r in g  me my book p le a s e ?  T h e r e 's  a 
v e r s e  in  t h i s  book , i t ' s  found in  P roverb s ch a p ter  14, 
i t ' s  v e r s e  3 4 . I t  s a y s ,  " R ig h t l i v i n g  e x a l t s  a n a t io n ,  
wrong l i v i n g  i s  a rep roach  to  any p e o p le ."  We b e l i e v e  th a t  
Am erica h as been  b le s s e d  beyond a l l  n a t io n s  in  human h is t o r y  
b eca u se  to  a g r e a te r  d e g r e e , th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  o f  Am erica  
has l i v e d  by th e  p r in c i p l e s  o f  t h i s  book . A l l  o fo u r  Founding  
F a th ers w ere n o t  d e d ic a te d  C h r is t ia n s ,  some w ere d e i s t ,  but 
a l l  o f  them w ere d e d ic a te d  to  B i b l i c a l  p r in c i p l e s  and w ere  
in f lu e n c e d  by th e  P u r ita n s  and th e  P i lg r im s ,  Jon ath an  Edwards, 
I n c r e a s e  M ather, John W esley , and o t h e r s ,  George W h it f ie ld ,  
who p reach ed  th e  g o s p e l  o f  g ra ce  up and down New England and 
th e  e a s t e r n  seab oard  and t i e d  to g e th e r  what became th e  o r i 
g in a l  s t a t e s  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  and docum ents su ch  as  
th e  C o n s t i t u t io n ,  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d ep en d en ce , th e  B i l l  
o f  R ig h ts  w ere a l l  p r o d u c ts  o f  th e  p h ilo so p h y  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  
th e  h e a r t s  o f  our Founding F a th ers  by th o se  g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  
le a d e r s  who put t h i s  n a t io n  to g e th e r  s e v e r a l  hundred y e a r s  
ag o .

Am erica u n lik e  any n a t io n  in  h i s t o r y  i s  one n a t io n  
under God. Our d oors a re  open to  a l l  -  b u t th e  J u d a e o /C h r is -  
t a in  e t h i c  i s  th e  p h ilo so p h y  th a t  Am erica i s  p r e d ic a te d  upon 
and th a t  God was honored and th a t  i s  why th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
o f  Am erica i s  s p e c ia l  t o  God.

There a r e  th r e e  s p e c ia l  r e a so n s  why I b e l i e v e  
th a t  God w ants to  b l e s s  A m erica and th a t  God through  th e  
C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l movement and B ib l e - b e l i e v in g ,  s o u l-w in n in g  
ch u rch es in  th e  n e x t  few  y e a r s  w i l l  b l e s s  Am erica a g a in .

I'm  n o t a p e s s i m is t .  What I  read  in  th e  new s
p ap ers tod ay  d o es n o t u p se t  me or c a u se  me to  b e a p rop h et  
o f  doom. F o r .I  b e l i e v e  f i r s t  o f  a l l  th a t  God r a is e d  up 
A m erica to  g iv e  th e  g o s p e l to  th e  w orld  in  th e s e  l a s t  days  
o f  th e  20 th  C en tury .

The U n ited  S t a t e s  o f  Am erica h as s e n t  o u t more 
m is s io n a r ie s  in  th e  l a s t  200 y e a r s ,  h as s e n t  ou t more g o s n e l  
m in is t e r s  in  th e  l a s t  200 y e a r s ,  than  a l l  th e  n a t io n s  o f  th e
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e a r th  com bined. And th a t  i s  th e  u lt im a t e  g o a l f o r  th e  g o s 
p e l .  C h r is t  d id  n o t  d ie  fo r  A m erica b u t fo r  th e  w o r ld .
And th e  G reat Com m ission i s  "Preach th e  g o s p e l  to  ev er y  
c r e a tu r e ."  We a r e  im p ortan t to  God o n ly  a s  H is P r i o r i t i e s  
a re  o u rs and th e  G reat Com m ission i s  H is  number one p r i o r i t y .

Number tw o , A m erica i s  s p e c ia l  to  God and God 
w ants to  b l e s s  A m erica b eca u se  Am erica i s  a f r e e  n a t io n .
T h a t's  what th e  P ilg r im s  and th e  P u r ita n s  had in  m ind. A 
n a t io n  w here t h i s  Book c o u ld  be preached  w ith o u t h a rra ssm en t;  
w ith o u t b e in g  in h ib i t e d ,  w ith o u t b e in g  in t im id a te d .  Where 
G od's men and G od's women c o u ld  l i v e  th e  C h r is t ia n  l i f e  and 
have m e e tin g s  l i k e  t h i s  o n e .

You c a n 't  do t h i s  in  Red S q uare. In  s p i t e  o f  
what Jane Fonda and D ick  G regory and o th e r  d r o p -o u ts  from  
s o c i e t y  th in k , A m erica i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  n a t io n  on e a r th .  I f  
th e r e  i s  no i n t e r e s t  in  a human r a c e ,  i f  Jane Fonda i s  so  
in t e r e s t e d  in  human r i g h t s ,  l e t  h er  ta k e  h er  cam paign to  
Moscow, to  P e k in g , to  Havanah. The ground w ould sw a llow  
h er  u p .

God h as b le s s e d  Am erica b e c a u se  A m erica h as g iv e n  
to  th e  church in  A m erica th e  freedom  to  p reach  th e  g o sp e l  
o f  J e s u s .  The I n te r n a l  R evenue S e r v ic e ,  th e  FCC, and o th e r  
f e d e r a l  a g e n c ie s  from  tim e to  tim e  have t r i e d  to  p u t a mon
key wrench in  th e  w ork s. The Old Church Trium phant h as  
s a i l e d  r ig h t  o ver  them and w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  do so  b eca u se  
God r a is e d  up A m ericans as a s o c i e t y  in  w hich  a f r e e  church  
c o u ld  p reach  th e  g lo r io u s  g o s p e l o f  C h r is t .

A m erica i s  im p ortan t to  God and God w ants to  
b l e s s  A m erica a g a in  b e c a u se  A m erica i s  th e  o n ly  p r o te c to r  
o f  th e  Jew in  th e  w orld  to d a y . I f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  w ere to  
w ithdraw  h er  su p p o rt o f  t in y  I s r a e l ,  sh e  w ould be d r iv e n  in t o  
th e  M ed iterran ean  o v e r n ig h t .  You s a y ,  "Why i s  th a t  im p ortan t  
to  God?" B ecau se God t o ld  Abraham, th e  f a th e r  o f  th e  Jew s,
4000 y e a r s  ago in  t h i s  book , G e n e sis  1 2 , "I w i l l  b l e s s  them  
th a t  b l e s s  you and I  w i l l  c u r s e  them th a t  c u r se  y o u ."  I f  we 
c o u ld  c a l l  A d o lf  H i t l e r  o u t o f  h e l l  to d a y , he w ould sa y ,
"Amen," to  th a t  s ta te m e n t .  And God has cu rsed  H i t l e r  and 
th e  Pharoahs and Emperors who dared  to  tou ch  th e  a p p le  o f  G od's 
e y e ,  th e  ch o sen  n a t io n  of. I s r a e l .  So , A m erica i s  im p ortan t  
to  God and God h as b le s s e d  A m erica b eca u se  fo r  200 y e a r s  H is
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p r i o r i t i e s  h ave  b een  our p r i o r i t i e s .

B u t, in  th e  l a s t  45 y e a r s  some t h in g s  h a v e  b een  
c h a n g in g . R e c e n t ly ,  Andy Young had a m e e t in g  w ith  th e  PLO.
I  th in k  t h a t  d is p le a s e d  th e  L ord , h e  d ish o n o r e d  h i s  o f f i c e ,  
he l i e d  to  th e  p r e s s ,  and h e  r e s ig n e d  and sh o u ld  h a v e . And 
I  sa y  t o  you th a t  w henever th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  w a v ers on our  
p o s i t i o n  on th e  s id e  o f  th e  J e w ish  n a t io n ,  we a r e  in  t r o u b le  
w ith  God.

Why a r e  we h a v in g  an e n e r g y  c r i s i s  tod ay?  . I s  I t  
th e  m ajor o i l  com p an ies c a u s in g  th e  problem ? I s  i t  th e  f e d 
e r a l  governm ent c a u s in g  th e  prob lem ? What i s  th e  r e a l  p ro b 
lem  b eh in d  th e  e n e r g y  c r i s i s  in  A m erica? I  d o n ’t  know. I ’m 
n o t sm art enough to  know t h a t .  B u t, I  know t h i s ,  t h a t  God 
who g o v e r n s  in  th e  a f f a i r s - ' o f  men h a s  p e r m it te d  i t  to  happen  
and I  t h in k  t o  g e t  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  A m erican p e o p le ,  and  
to  c a u se  u s  h e r e  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  who u n d e r sta n d  th a t  
w henever God w an ts  t o  b r in g  u s down to  ou r k n e e s ,  He can  do 
i t  w ith o u t  e v e r  f i r i n g  a s h o t .

Why i s  th e  A m erican  d o l l a r  e x p e r ie n c in g  a n o s e 
d iv e  on th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m arket to d a y ?  Why a r e  we e x p e r 
ie n c in g  17% i n f l a t i o n  to d a y ?  Why a r e  we i n  a r e c e s s i o n  and  
a tim e  o f  i n f l a t i o n ,  u n c o n t r o l la b le  i n f l a t i o n  w ith  no one  
seem in g  to  know w hat to  do? I  d o n ’ t  know e i t h e r .  But I  
know God h a s  p e r m it te d  i t .  And I  sa y  to  you  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  
v a r io u s  t h in g s  t h a t  a r e  h a p p en in g  in  A m erica to d a y , a r e  no 
more th a n  th e  r e s u l t  o f  a d e e p e r  p rob lem  in  A m erica , and 
t h a t ' s  a m oral p ro b lem .

A m erica f a c e s  th r e e  m ajor c r i s i s  a s  we f a c e  t h i s  
D ecade o f  D e s t in y ,  th e  1 9 8 0 's .  In  l e s s  th a n  90 d a y s ,  ab ou t  
75 d a y s , th e  b e l l s  w i l l  t o l l  in  a new d e c a d e . . .  January  1 , 1980 . 
The f i r s t  t im e  in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  r e p u b l ic  we f a c e  a d e
cad e  in  w h ich  th e  freed o m s and l i b e r t i e s  o f  A m erican  r e p u b l ic  
a r e  in  g r e a t  q u e s t io n .  I t  i s  a m a tte r  o f  f a c t  t h a t  we a r e  
no lo n g e r  th e  m i l i t a r y  m igh t o f  th e  w o r ld  to d a y . A dm iral 
M orra, G en era l Graham, Former S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  Navy -  B i l l  
M itte n d o r f  and many o th e r  im p ea ch a b le  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  t e l l i n g  
u s th a t  we a r e ,a  d i s t a n t  seco n d  in  m i l i t a r y  power in  com par
is o n  to  th e  S o v ie t  U n io n . And th e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  u n le s s  we 
do so m eth in g  d r a s t i c a l l y  o f  a r e v o lu t io n a r y  n a tu r e  in  th e
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C o n g ress, in  th e  W hite House to  b u ild  up our d e fe n s e s  and 
t h e r e ' s  n o th in g  wrong w ith  s tr o n g  d e f e n s e . . .  t h a t ' s th e  o n ly  
lan gu age th e  communist u n d e rsta n d . Somewhere in  th e  1 9 8 0 's  
our P r e s id e n t ,  w hoever he may b e , co u ld  w e l l  r e c e iv e  one 
te le p h o n e  c a l l  demanding c a p i t u la t i o n .  And d o n 't  th in k  th a t  
t h a t ’ s  a w ild  eyed  dream. I t  i s  a d i s t i n c t  p o s s i b i l i t y .

A nother c r i s i s  we fa c e  in  th e  1 9 8 0 ' s ,  I  rem ind  
you , I  s a id  e a r l i e r  I'm  o p t im is t i c  and I d o n 't  b e l i e v e  th e s e  
th in g s  a r e  g o in g  to  h a p p e n . . .I 'm  s a y in g  th ey  ca n . And th e  
hope fo r  th e  tu rn -arou n d  i s  r ig h t  h e r e  tod ay  and in  s im ila r  
a u d ie n c e s  n a t io n -w id e ,  B ib le - b e l i e v in g  ch u r c h e s , p a s to r s  and 
C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls .

The secon d  c r i s i s  we fa c e  i s  th e  fa m ily  c r i s i s .
We a r e  now ap p roach in g  a 40% d iv o r c e  r a t e  in  A m erica. That 
i s  h o rren d o u s, . i t  a lm o st i s  u n a c c e p ta b le . Worse than  t h a t ,  
th e  t e l e v i s i o n  in d u s tr y ,  th e  H ollyw ood m ovie in d u s tr y ,  th e  
p u b lis h in g  in d u s tr y  seem  to  be in  a c o n c e r te d  e f f o r t  to  
g l o r i f y  th e  broken  home, to  m agn ify  th e  l i f e s t y l e  o f  th o s e  
who have d en ied  B ib le  s ta n d a rd s  fo r  th e  fa m ily  in  th e  home 
and to  g l o r i f y  and m agn ify  p e r so n s  who a r e  l i v i n g  immoral 
l i f e s t y l e s .  And so  b e c a u se  o f  th a t  in d u s tr y ,  th e  m edia in 
d u s tr y , th e  fa m ily  i s  b e in g  th r e a te n e d .

The h o m o se x u a l/b is e x u a l r e v o lu t io n  in  A m erica i s  
n o th in g  b u t an a s s a u l t  upon th e  f a m ily .  What a r e  we sa y in g  
when we a l lo w , a s  i s  th e  c a s e  in  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s ,  a man to  
marry a man and adopt c h i l d r e n . . .b o y s  o f  c o u r se ;  and women 
to  marry women and adopt c h i l d r e n . . . g i r l s  o f  c o u r s e . We are  
s a y in g  th a t  th e  B ib le  s ta n d a rd s  fo r  th e  home -  a man fo r  a 
woman fo r  a l i f e t i m e  i s  no lo n g e r  r e l e v a n t .  We a r e  r e p u d i
a t in g  G od's p la n  fo r  th e  fa m ily  and we a r e  e n d o r s in g  p e r v e r 
s io n ,  r e p r o b a te  abom inable p e r v e r s io n . T h a t 's  an a s s a u l t  
upon th e  fa m ily .

The f e m in is t  movement tod ay  i s  an a s s a u l t  upon 
th e  fa m ily .  Someone ask ed  me r e c e n t ly ,  "Why do you op p ose  
th e  Equal R ig h ts  Amendment?" I ' l l  t e l l  you th a t  I  d o n 't  
op p ose th e  Equal R ig h ts  Amendment b eca u se  I  d o n 't  b e l i e v e  
in  eq u a l r ig h t s  f o r  women. . . . C h r is t ia n s  b e l i e v e  in  
s u p e r io r  r ig h t s  fo r  our women. We b e l i e v e  we ought to  h e lp  
them on w ith  t h e ir  c o a t s  and open th e  d oors f o r  them and 
work f o r  t h e ir  su p p o rt and p r o te c t  them on th e  b a t t l e f i e l d s
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and lo v e  them  and c a r e  fo r  them . We b e l i e v e  in  s u p e r io r  
r i g h t s  fo r  women. But we do n o t ,  I  em p h asize do n o t b e l i e v e  
in  th e  am biguous w ording o f  th e  Equal R ig h ts  Amendment b e c a u se  
i t  may one day be th a t  our women w i l l  have to  e n te r  u n is e x u a l  
t o i l e t s  and f i g h t  on b a t t l e f i e l d s  w here men b e lo n g  and l o t s  
o f  o th e r  u n a c c e p ta b le  t h in g s .  So we op p ose i t  b e c a u se  we 
b e l i e v e  in  s u p e r io r  r i g h t s  fo r  women. And th e  B e l la  Abzugs 
and G lo r ia  S te in em s and B e t ty  F r e id e n s  and th e  o th e r  fem ale  
f a i l u r e s  who a r e  le a d in g  th e  movement a r e  c r y in g  to  b r in g  th e  
e le v a t e d  womanhood o f  A m erica down to  t h e i r  b a se  l e v e l .  And 
we a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  to  subm it to  t h a t .

W e ll, th e  f e m in is t  movement i s  an a t ta c k  upon th e  
fa m ily  and th e  home. Then th e  c h i ld r e n ’ s  r i g h t s  movement o f  
tod ay  i s  an a s s a u l t  upon th e  fa m ily .  They c a l l  i t  I n te r n a t io n 
a l  Year o f  th e  C h ild  t h i s  y ea r  b u t i t ’ s an on g o in g  program  
born in  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  and e s t a b l i s h e d  and i n s t i t u t e d  by 
th e  same le a d e r s  o f  th e  f e m in i s t  movement. E veryone i s  a g a in s t  
c h i ld -a b u s e .  A man o r  a woman who w ould ab u se  a c h i ld  i s  
w orse th an  an a n im a l. But I  sa y  to  you th a t  C h ild r e n ’ s  R ig h ts  
Movement i s  n o t  a m a tter  o f  c h i ld  ab u se  b u t c h i ld  o w n ersh ip .
Who owns th e  c h ild r e n ?  P a r e n ts  or th e  s t a t e ?  I  know. I ’d 
say  th e  p a r e n ts  in  t h i s  a u d ie n c e  know th e  answ er to  t h a t .
And I  w ould sa y  i f  you come a f t e r  our c h i ld r e n  you b e t t e r  
come lo a d ed  f o r  b ea r  b eca u se  we own our c h i ld r e n ,  t h i s  i s  a 
f r e e  n a t io n .  And I  say  to  you th a t  I n te r n a t io n a l  Year o f  th e  
C h ild  i s  a v e r y  s u b t le  and dan gerou s t h in g .  D o n 't  g e t  caught  
up in  i t .  One o f  th e  program s t h e y ’r e  a d v o c a t in g  i s  f e d e r a l ly  
funded D ay-C ares n a t io n -w id e  w ith  m andatory s c h o o l a tte n d a n c e  a t  
age tw o. Why do th e y  want th a t?  So th e y  can g e t  our c h i l 
d r e n , n o t  a t  ag e  s i x  a s  th ey  do now, b u t a t  age tw o . B ra in 
wash them w ith  humanism, and a th e ism , and m oral p e r m is s iv e n e s s .  
T hey’r e  n o t g o in g  to  do i t .

W e ll,  a b o r t io n .  In  1972 , in  1973 , Jan u ary , th e  
Roe v s .  Wade d e c i s io n  o f  th e  Supreme Court l e g a l i z e d  a b o r t io n  
on demand in  A m erica . Do you know w h a t 's  happened in  Am erica  
s in c e  then? Betw een f i v e  to  s i x  m i l l i o n  b a b ie s  h ave  been  
murdered under th e  p r o t e c t io n  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  c o u r t  o f  th e  la n d .  
Do you know w h a t’ s g o in g  to  happen t h i s  yea r?  One p o in t  two 
m il l i o n  b a b ie s  w i l l  b e  m urdered in  A m erica. And do you  know
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th a t  i f  God was angry a t  H i t l e r  fo r  m urdering s i x  m i l l io n  
Jews in  a th r e e  and a h a l f  y ea r  t im e , God must be fu r io u s  
w ith  Am erica th a t  has a lr e a d y  reach ed  th a t  g o a l and th e r e  
i s  no end in  s ig h t  and few  p e o p le  a r e  s a y in g  a n y th in g  about  
i t .

I'm  n o t Roman C a th o lic  b u t I  had to  adm ire th e  
Pope a s  he p a ssed  throu gh  A m erica s a y in g ,  "A bortion  i s  murder 
and h o m o se x u a lity  i s  p e r v e r s io n ."  And I  say  th a t  a b o r t io n  
i s  n o t a C a th o lic  i s s u e ,  i t ' s  a B i b l e - i s s u e ,  i t ' s  a human 

.r ig h t s  i s s u e .

I  b e l i e v e  th e  fa m ily  i s  in  d a n ger . Why sh ou ld  
a young te e n -a g e d  g i r l . . . 80% o f  a l l  a b o r t io n s  l a s t  y ea r  w ere  
unwed te e n -a g e d  m o th ers. What a re  we s a y in g  to  th o se  l i t t l e  
g i r l s ?  L iv e  l i k e  a n im a ls  and murder th e  c o n se q u e n c e s , no 
payment fo r  your s i n s .  Why g e t  m arried? L iv e  w ith  h im , 
d o n 't  have h i s  c h i ld r e n ,  k i l l  them . Keep l i v i n g  w ith  him  
and we d e s tr o y  n o t o n ly  th o s e  l i t t l e  b a b ie s  but th o se  t e e n -  
aged  g i r l s  and b o y s . The h ig h e s t  c o u r t  in  th e  lan d  w i l l  
sta n d  b e fo r e  God A lm igh ty  a c c o u n ta b le  fo r  th e  b lo o d  o f  e v e r y 
one o f  them .

I  sa y  to  you th a t  th e  hope o f  Am erica i s  in  t h i s  
a u d ie n c e  r ig h t  h e r e .  You and I  have been  secon d  c l a s s  c i t 
iz e n s  fo r  to o  lo n g . W e've a llo w e d  them to  t e l l  us th a t  
r e l i g i o n  and p o l i t i c s  d o n 't  m ix . Who s a id  so? When th e  
r ig h te o u s  a re  in  a u th o r ity  th e  p e o p le  r e j o i c e .  I'm  n o t  
t a lk in g  about running, f o r  a n y th in g . I'm  in  th e  h ig h e s t  
o f f i c e  in  th e  lan d  a s  you a r e  p r e a c h e r , why s te p  down? I'm  
t a lk in g  about h e lp in g  men who b e l i e v e ,  and women who b e 
l i e v e  in  B i b l i c a l  p r in c i p l e s  to  g e t  in t o  o f f i c e  and to  g e t  
th o se  who d on ’ t  o u t .

On th e  s t e p s  o f  th e  S ta te  C a p ito l in  N a s h v i l le  
y e s te r d a y , I r e p e a te d  what I  s a id  in  W ash ington. I  was 
asked  by ABC in  W ashington Sunday a f te r n o o n , "Who a r e  you  
g o in g  to  en d o rse  fo r  th e  P re s id en cy ? "  I s a id  I  h a v e n 't  
d ec id e d  y e t .  I ' l l  t e l l  you who I'm  n o t g o in g  to  e n d o r se .
Oh, and a l l  th e  cam eras s t a r t e d  tu r n in g . I  s a id ,  "I'm  n o t  
e n d o r s in g  Teddy K ennedy," and th e  q u e s t io n  was "Why?" And 
I  s a id ,  "B ecause a t  C happaquiddic he d i s q u a l i f i e d  h im s e lf  
to  be d o g -c a tc h e r  much l e s s  P r e s id e n t  and I . . .m y  m ost c h a r i
t a b le  in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  C happaquiddic i s  t h i s  (and I  s a id  
t h i s  fo r  th e  m ajor n e tw o rk s , a l l  t h r e e ) :  A s e n a to r  w ent
to  a drunken p a r ty  w ith  a woman, n o t h i s  w i f e ,  and h e jo in e d
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o th e r  n a t io n a l  le a d e r s ,  men and women who w ere n o t t h e ir  
w iv e s ,  and th e  end r e s u l t . . . i n  h i s  drunkenness h e co u ld  n o t  
n a v ig a te  a b r id g e  and a poor in n o c e n t g i r l  l o s t  h er  l i f e .
I  s a id  I  w ould have gone to  th e  p e n it e n t ia r y  f o r  th a t  and 
sh ou ld  h a v e . And I  s a id  th a t  a s  fa r  a s  I ’m co n cer n e d , a 
man who i s  a g o v e r n o r , o r  p r e s id e n t ,  o r  a con gressm an , or  a 
member o f  th e  s t a t e  governm ent ought to  m eet th e  same s ta n 
dards a s  p r e a c h e r s  and C h r is t ia n  le a d e r s  b eca u se  we n o t o n ly  
make d e c i s i o n s ,  we s e t  l i f e s t y l e  exam ples f o r  o th e r s  to  
f o l lo w .

W e ll, somebody i s  th in k in g ,  " J e r r y , you must be 
a R e p u b lica n ."  No, I'm  n o t .  I'm  a B a p t i s t .  And I  happen  
to  b e l i e v e  what t h i s  Book s a y s ,  and w ith  me i t  i s n ' t  a mat
t e r  o f  R ep u b lica n  o r  Democrat b u t what th u s  s a i t h  th e  Word 
o f  God. H ey, f e l l o w s ,  i f  you and I  a r e  g o in g  to  h ave a 
p a r t in  ch an g in g  A m erica , w e 'r e  g o in g  to  have to  d e c id e  th a t  
i t ' s  more im p ortan t to  be r ig h t  than  p o p u la r . I t  d o e s n 't  
r e a l l y  m a tter  what th e  crowd th in k s  about u s .  I t  makes a 
l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  what He t h in k s .  W e've g o t to  r a i s e  up 
th e  le a d e r s h ip  and t h a t ' s  what th e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l  move
ment i s  a l l  a b o u t.

The young p e o p le  in  Am erica who ought to  be our  
le a d e r s  in  th e  n e x t  te n  y e a r s  have grown up in  s c h o o ls  th a t  
have ta u g h t them Humanism. The fo u n d a tio n  o f  humanism i s  
a th e ism . I t s  m essage i s  a m o r a li ty ,  s i t u a t i o n  e t h i c s ,  
do your own t h in g ,  i f  i t  f e e l s  good do ' i t .  And i t s  u l t i 
mate g o a l i s  one w orld  s o c ia l i s m .  And I'm  a g a in s t  s o c ia l i s m  
l i k e  I'm  a g a in s t  r a t t l e s n a k e s .  .

Look a t  G reat B r i t ia n ,  lo o k  a t  th e  S o v ie t  U n ion , 
lo o k  a t  Cuba, lo o k  a t  C h in a .. .w e  c u t  o f f  th e  w heat and 
money to  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w orld  th e y  c o u ld n 't  s u r v iv e .  Cap
i t a l i s m ,  th e  f r e e - e n t e r p r i s e  sy ste m  h as i t s  r o o t s  in  th e  
book o f  P roverb s and on t h i s  e a r th  i t ' s  th e  b e s t  th in g  hu
man b e in g s  have e v e r  p u t to g e t h e r .  I  sa y  to  you th a t  th e s e  
p e o p le  who want to  be le a d in g  us i n  th e  n e x t  te n  y e a r s  have  
grown up under a governm ent th a t  h a s  ta u g h t them w e lfa r is m .  
That you d e se r v e  a l i v i n g  j u s t  b eca u se  you b e lo n g  to  th e  
human r a c e .  T h a t 's  n o t v e r y  s c r ip t u r a l .  P au l s a id ,  " I f  a 
man w i l l  n o t w ork, n e i t h e r  s h a l l  h e  e a t ."

I  t o ld  th e  s t o r y ,  you know I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we 
ought to  ta k e  c a r e  o f  th e  a g ed , th e  s i c k ,  th o s e  who can n o t  
work b u t t h e r e ' s  a g r e a t  b ig  crowd ou t yonder who w o u ld n 't
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work in  a p ie  shop e a t in g  th e  h o le s  o u t o f  d o u gh n u ts. And 
I  sa y  l e t  them s t a r v e ,  to  th e  g lo r y  o f  God, l e t  them s t a r v e .  
They w o n 't s ta r v e  lo n g , t h a t ' s  m e r c if u l .

We have fo u r  dogs a t  my h o u se , we had s e v e n te e n  
but my w ife  made me g e t  r id  o f  some o f  them . Two o f  them  
l i v e  in  th e  h o u se , t h e y 'r e  w atch d o g s . . .  t h e y 'r e  l i t t l e  
p o o d l e s . . . i f  th ey  h ea r  som eth in g  a t  n ig h t  th ey  jump up in  
bed and w atch w ith  u s .  Two o f  them l i v e  o u t s i d e . . . th e y  * re  
I r i s h  s e t t e r s ,  th e  m ost b e a u t i f u l  and dumbest dogs in  th e  
w o r ld , R uff and H e id i .  When th e  f e l l o w  gave them to  me, 
he owned a su perm ark et, h e  s a id ,  "Now p r e a c h e r , h e r e ' s  what 
th ey  ea t"  and he t o ld  me what k in d  o f  m eat, how much, w here  
to  g e t  i t . . . t h e  lo n g e r  he t a lk e d ,  th e  more I  knew I  c o u ld n 't  
a f fo r d  th o se  d ogs! When he l e f t  I  w ent to  a n o th er  su p e r 
m arket (n o t h i s )  and I bought a g r e a t  b ig  f i f t y  pound bag  
o f  P u r in a , you know th o se  hard chunks th a t  d on ’ t  c o s t  th a t  
much? And I gave them two b ig  h ea p in g  b ow ls f u l l  and su re  
enough th ey  w o u ld n 't  e a t  a m ou th fu l o f  i t . . . b u t  fo u r  d ays, 
l a t e r  th e y  d id .

You g e t  them bums hungry enough, t h e y ' l l  f in d  a 
job  and t h e y ' l l  go to  work and become p r o d u c t iv e  c i t i z e n s  
in  s o c i e t y .  So, I  sa y  to  you th a t  we need to  produce some 
le a d e r s  tod a y  th a t  know how to  w ork.

Y es, Am erica d oes have a b r ig h t  fu tu r e  when you  
c o n s id e r  th a t  th e r e  a re  1 0 8 ,0 0 0  B ib l e - b e l i e v in g ,  s o u l-w in 
n in g  l o c a l  ch u rch es in  A m erica . T h a t 's  a th ir d  o f  them o f  
a l l  th a t  a r e .  When you b e l i e v e  and r e a l i z e  th a t  th e r e  a re  
1 5 ,0 0 0  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  l i k e  th e s e  and th e r e  a re  g o in g  to  
be more C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  in  1992 , 12 y e a r s  from now, than  
th e r e  a r e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s . . .  t h a t ' s w here th e  le a d e r s h ip  i s  
g o in g  to  come from .

Thank God fo r  you s c h o o l m a ste r s  and you p a s to r s  
and you p a r e n ts  who pay ta x  money to  e d u c a te  your k id s  in  
p u b lic  s c h o o ls  b u t in s t e a d  p u t them in  p r iv a t e  s c h o o ls  and 
pay t u i t i o n  t h e r e . . .G o d  b l e s s  you fo r  d ou b le  t a x a t io n ,  y o u 'r e  
d o in g  th e  r ig h t  th in g .

R igh t l i v i n g  e x a l t s  a n a t io n ,  s in  i s  a rep roach  
to  any p e o p le .  Can we tu rn  th e  n a t io n  around?' L et me g iv e  
you q u ic k ly  a s  I  c l o s e  what I  b e l i e v e  to  b e th e  form ula  fo r  
r e v i v a l  in  A m erica.

Number o n e , p r a y e r . You can  n o t  deny th e  form
u la  o f  I I  C h r o n ic le s  7 : 1 4 . . . " i f  my p e o p le  ( t h a t ' s  u s)
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c a l l e d  by m37 name ( t h a t ' s  u s)  w i l l  humble th e m se lv e s  and 
pray and se e k  my fa c e  and tu rn  from  t h e i r  w ick ed  w ays, 
th en  w i l l  I  h ea r  from h ea v en , f o r g iv e  t h e i r  s i n ,  ( h e r e ' s  
th e  punch l i n e )  I  w i l l  h e a l  t h e ir  la n d ."  God can h e a l  
A m erica.

S e c o n d ly , w e 'v e  g o t to  p reach  fo r  r e v i v a l .  
P rea ch ers  I  w ant to  c h a lle n g e  you to  c a l l  a spade a sp a d e .
I  mean i f  h e l l  b u s ts  w id e  open sa y  i t  l i k e  i t  i s . . .God 
w i l l  g iv e  you two r ep la cem en ts  fo r  e v e r y  one you l o s e .
We've g o t t o  g e t  some p r e a c h e r s  who d o n 't  c a r e  what th e  
papers th in k  about them , who a re  n o t in t e r e s t e d  in  what th e  
T.V . f e l lo w s  a r e  s a y in g ,  who co u ld  c a r e  l e s s  what th e  G al
lu p  p o l l  r e p o r t s ,  b u t w i l l  p reach  s in  c a l l  i t  what i t  i s ,  
c a l l  th e  n a t io n  back  to  God, c a l l  i t  what i t  i s .

Number t h r e e ,  w e 'v e  g o t to  t r a i n  s e v e r a l  m i l l io n  
young p e o p le  in  a l l  th e  p r in c i p l e s  o f  our r e l i g i o u s  h e r i 
ta g e ;  o f  th e  m eaning o f  th a t  f l a g ,  o f  th e  in e r r a n c y  o f  t h i s  
Book, o f  th e  im p ortan ce o f  th e  home, th e  fa m ily ,  th e  ch u rch , 
to  r e s p e c t  th e  governm ent, t o  b e l i e v e  in  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  
to  a c c e p t  th e  p h ilo s o p h y * th a t  by th e  sw eat o f  our brow, 
hard work w i l l  earn  our' b rea d . Teach young p e o p le  to  work 
hard fo r  what th e y  g e t ,  to  grow up to  be g r e a t  men and g r e a t  
women.

F i n a l ly ,  a c c o r d in g  to  th e  G allup  p o l l  th e r e  a r e  
f i f t y  m i l l i o n ,  betw een  f i f t y  and s e v e n t y - f iv e  m i l l i o n  men 
and women in  A m erica who p r o fe s s  a new b ir t h  e x p e r ie n c e  
l i k e  th e  govern or ta lk e d  a b o u t. T h ey 'r e  n o t  a l l  B a p t i s t ,  
t h e y 'r e  n o t a l l  P r e s b y te r ia n  and M e th o d is t , th e y  p r o f e s s  a 
"new b ir th "  e x p e r ie n c e .  H e re 's  w hat w e 'v e  g o t  to  d o . . . i f  
you read  Time m agazine two weeks a g o , th e y  q u oted  me, I  s a id  
to  some p r e a c h e r s  in  O hio , Governor Rhodes was th e r e  P reach 
in g  h e l l  h o t  w ith  u s ,  I  s a id ,  " F ello w s th e  th r e e  th in g s  
w e'v e  g o t  to .m ak e our p r i o r i t i e s  in  th e  1 9 8 0 's  a r e  th e s e :
1. W e've g o t  to  g e t  p e o p le  sa v e d . 2 .  B a p t iz e d . 3 .  Reg
i s t e r e d  to  v o t e ."

There a r e  e ig h t  m i l l i o n  born a g a in  C h r is t ia n s  
in  our B ib l e - b e l i e v in g  ch u rch es who a r e  n o t  r e g i s t e r e d  to  
v o t e .  Do you know w hat we d id  in  our church  t h i s  year?
I  ask ed  ev ery o n e  who was n o t  r e g i s t e r e d  to  v o te  to  sta n d  
up, I  w anted to  know who th e  s in n e r s  w ere . Then I  gave  
them a s h e e t  o f  paper th a t  t o ld  them fo r  e v e r y  co u n ty  in  
our m em bership, e v e r y  cou n ty  s e a t ,  ev er y  c i t y ,  e v e r y  town
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s h ip ,  w here to  r e g i s t e r ,  w hat t im e , how t o  do i t . . . s o  th a t  
nobody co u ld  have m isu n d e rsto o d . N ext week I s a id ,  ''Every -  
body sta n d  up w h o 's  n o t  r e g i s t e r e d ."  W e-kept on t i l  we 
g o t e v e r y  b loom in ' one o f  them r e g i s t e r e d  to  v o t e .  We 
have 1 7 ,0 0 0  church members ( t h a t ' s  a fo u r th  o f  our town) 
and th a t  makes a d i f f e r e n c e  b eca u se  i f  th ey  s t a r t  monkey
in g  around w ith  th e  C h r is t ia n .s c h o o ls  and th e  ch u rch es in  
our town we s a y ,  "Hey, back  u p ,"  and th e y  d o . T h a t 's  
what th e  s a i n t s  can do in  A m erica . You g e t  th e  s a in t s  as  
th e  l a r g e s t  m in o r ity  b lo c k  in  A m erica b e c a u se  i t  means 
b la c k , w h ite ,  r e d , y e l lo w ,  r i c h ,  p o o r , you n g, o ld ,  i t  
c r o s s e s  a l l  b o u n d a r ie s . You g e t  th e  s a i n t s  r e g i s t e r e d  to  
v o te  AND se c o n d ly  in form ed  on th e  i s s u e s .  E veryone o f  
th o se  men and women ru n n in g  f o r  p u b l ic  o f f i c e  h a s  g o t  to  
m eet m in im al m oral s ta n d a r d s . And when th ey  do we need  
to  sta n d  w ith  them and when th e y  d o n 't  we need  to  sta n d  
a g a in s t  them .

Hey, w e’r e  f i r s t  c l a s s  c i t i z e n s .  I t  was our 
g r a n d fa th e r s  who p u t t h i s  th in g  t o g e t h e r .  They d id  i t  
w ith  t h e ir  own b lo o d . L e t ' s  p u t i t  back  t o g e t h e r ,  l e t ' s  
do i t  now so  th a t  our c h i ld r e n  w i l l  en jo y  th a t  same Amer
ic a  we have known. And God w i l l  h o ld  u s  a c c o u n ta b le  a t  
th e  judgem ent s e a t  o f  C h r is t  i f  we d o n 't .

I want everybod y  t o  s ta n d  and j o in  h an d s. 
Husbands and w iv e s  you sh o u ld  have been  d o in g  t h i s  and 
h a v e n 't  fo r  a lo n g  t im e , j o i n  h a n d s. Boys and g i r l s  e v e r y 
w h ere , a c r o s s  th e  s e a t s ,  a c r o s s  th e  a i l e s ,  j o in  h an d s. 
Everybody j o in  h an d s. I  w ant u s to  s in g  a p r a y e r . E very
one knows t h i s  o n e . I t ' s  c a l l e d  "God B le s s  A m erica ."
I t ' s  a sk in g  God to  do f o r  u s  what He a lo n e  can d o , b u t He 
can do i t .  L e t ' s  a sk  th e  Lord to  b l e s s  Am erica a g a in .
L e t ' s  s in g  i t  l i k e  w e’v e  n ev er  sung i t  b e fo r e  so  th a t  a l l  
around F r a n k fo r t ,  K entucky, and ev ery o n e  o f  th e  o f f i c e  
b u ild in g s  and o f f i c e s  and in  th o s e  h o u se s  w i l l  s a y , "Hey, 
w h a t's  th a t  com ing down th e  s t r e e t ? "  "God B le s s  Am erica"  
w ith  3000 or more p e o p le  s in g in g  i t .  Can we do i t ?  And 
l e t ' s  make i t  our p ra y er  from our h e a r t s  u n to  God.

D on 's g o in g  to  s in g  a new v e r s e  to  i t .  W e 'll  
j o in  him  on th e  c h o r u s .
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U npublished  t r a n s c r ip t  o f  " I Love Am erica" R a lly  
C olum bia, South  C a r o lin a , 31 March 1980

Thank you Don and I  s e e  th e  young p e o p le  made 
i t  to d a y . And th e  w ind i s  b lo w in g  b u t i t  i s n ' t  r a in in g  
and we thank th e  Lord fo r  b e a u t i f u l  w e a th e r .

I  want to  b e g in  by h a v in g  a l l  th e  p a s t o r s ,  ev er y  
p a s to r  and a l l  th e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  to  p le a s e  come and 
ta k e  your s e a t s  r ig h t  h e r e  in  th e  f r o n t .  Make your way 
through  im m ed ia te ly  and we w i l l  r e c o g n iz e  our e l e c t e d  
o f f i c i a l s  a l i t t l e  w h ile  l a t e r .  But r ig h t  now we want to  
t e l l  you what w e 'r e  d o in g .

B uses a re  s t i l l  com ing, young p e o p le  a r e  s t i l l  
a r r iv in g .  But th e  "I Love Am erica" r a l l i e s  a re  b e in g  h e ld  
in  a l l  f i f t y  s t a t e  c a p i t o l  s t e p s  a c r o s s  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  
T h is  i s  number f o u r te e n .  We b egan , a c t u a l ly  t h i s  i s  num
ber f i f t e e n ,  we began on th e  U .S . C a p ito l s t e p s  in  W a sh in g -_ 
to n .  Our g o a ls  a r e  t h e s e :  F i r s t  o f  a l l  b e l i e v e  th a t  Amer
ic a  i s  in  s e r io u s  t r o u b le  and we b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  G od fearin g  
p e o p le  o f  A m erica have an o b l ig a t io n  throu gh  p r a y e r , through  
C h r is t ia n  in v o lv e m e n t, th rou gh  sp ea k in g  our c o n v ic t io n s  
a lou d  in  h ig h  p la c e s  to  h e lp  le n d  our in f lu e n c e  to  th e  tu r n 
in g  around o f  t h i s  n a t io n  and b r in g in g  Am erica back  to  God.

S e c o n d ly , we a re  making an e f f o r t  to  d e a l w ith  
th e  m oral i s s u e s  w hich  we f e e l  are  v i t a l  to  th e  s u r v iv a l  
o f  t h i s  r e p u b l ic .  We p r e d ic a te  e v e r y th in g  w e 'r e  d o in g  on 
th e  v e r s e  o f  s c r ip t u r e  in  P r o v e r b s , c h a p ter  14 , i t ' s  th e  
34th  v e r s e ,  in  th e  King James v e r s io n ;  i t  r ea d s  t h i s  way, 
" R ig h te o u sn ess  e x a l t h  a n a t io n  b u t s in  i s  a rep ro a ch  to  
any p e o p le ."  L et me p arap h rase  t h a t .  " L iv in g  by G od's 
p r in c i p l e s  e x a l t s  a n a t io n  t o  g r e a t n e s s ,  v i o l a t i n g  G od's  
p r in c ip le s  b r in g s  a n a t io n  to  sham e."

The U n ited  S t a t e s  o f  Am erica w i l l  be 204 y e a r s  
o ld  J u ly  4 th .  For about 180 y e a r s  t h i s  co u n try  w ith o u t  
any q u e s t io n  was th e  le a d in g  power in  th e  w orld  in  ev ery  
a r e a , th e  g r e a t e s t  n a t io n  on e a r th .  When I  grew up and 
a tten d ed  e lem en ta ry  and h ig h  s c h o o l I found th a t  A m ericans  
w ere g la d  to  be A m ericans and th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w orld  r e 
sp e c te d  u s .  In  th e  l a s t  25 or  30 y e a r s ,  A m erica h as been  
in  a m oral t a i l s p i n .  The U n ited  S t a t e s  Supreme C ou rt, b e 
c a u se  o f  th e  p e t i t i o n  o f  an avowed a t h e i s t ,  M ad elin e O 'H are, 
e x p e l le d  A lm ighty  God from  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l and th e  pub
l i c  s c h o o l sy stem  in  A m erica from  th a t  day to  t h i s  has  
become th e  spaw ning ground fo r  ev er y  k in d  o f  m oral and
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s p i r i t u a l  d i s e a s e .  Drug e p id e m ic s , m oral p e r m is s iv e n e s s ,  
academ ic d e t e r io r a t io n ,  a lm o st c o n s ta n t  danger fo r  sc h o o l  
t e a c h e r s  in  th e  la r g e r  m e tr o p o lita n  a r e a s ,  and a l l  o f  th a t  
b eca u se  o f  th e  e x p u ls io n  o f  A lm ighty  God from  th e  arena  o f  
e d u c a t io n  in  A m erica w here He had been  an in v i t e d  g u e s t  
fo r  th e  f i r s t  180 y e a r s  o f  our n a t io n ’ s e x i s t e n c e .

I would sa y  to  you th a t  th e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l  
sy ste m  in  A m erica , 1 6 ,0 0 0  s c h o o ls  l i k e  y o u r s , grow ing a t  
th e  r a t e  o f  one new s c h o o l ev er y  sev en  h o u r s , n e a r ly  fo u r  
new s c h o o ls  a d ay , and th e  grow th , th e  a c c e le r a t io n  o f  grow th  
i s  such  th a t  by 1992 i t  w i l l  now seem  th a t  we w i l l  have a s  
many C h r is t ia n ,  c o n s e r v a t iv e  C h r is t ia n ,  B ib le - b e l i e v in g  
C h r is t ia n ,  C h r is t - o r ie n t e d  s c h o o ls  in  Am erica a s  we have  
p u b lic  s c h o o ls .  I  s e e  th a t  a s  th e  hope fo r  th e s e  U n ited  
S t a t e s  and we in  th e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  a ttem p t to  t r a in  
up a g e n e r a t io n  o f  young p e o p le  who can in  th e  fu tu r e  b e 
come th e  le a d e r s h ip  in  t h i s  r e p u b l ic .

We a r e  n o t ou t fo r  th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  p u b lic  
s c h o o ls ,  j u s t  th e  im provem ent. But beyond th a t  we a re  a l s o  
fo r  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  an a l t e r n a t e  s c h o o l  sy ste m , a C h r is
t i a n  s c h o o l sy ste m  where we C h r is t ia n  p a r e n ts  and p a s to r s  
can be a ssu r e d  th a t  our so n s  and d a u g h te rs  a r e  g e t t in g  n o t  
o n ly  academ ic e x c e l le n c e  b u t a r e  g e t t in g  c h a r a c te r  t r a in 
in g ,  a r e  b e in g  ta u g h t r ig h t  and w rong, a r e  b e in g  ta u g h t a 
lo v e  fo r  God and a lo v e  fo r  fa m ily ,  and a lo v e  fo r  A m erica.

We a r e  a d d r e s s in g  th e  m oral i s s u e s  and I b e l i e v e  
th a t  a s  we a re  s ta n d in g  h e r e  in  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  South  Caro
l in a  day b e fo r e  t h i s  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  s t a t e  c a p i t o l  b u i ld in g ,  
in  C olum bia, South  C a r o lin a , I  b e l i e v e  what we a r e  s a y in g  
in  ev er y  o th e r  p la c e  i s  needed  and n e c e s s a r y  to  be s a id  
h e r e  and th a t  i s  t h i s :  th a t  i f  l i v i n g  by God’s p r in c ip l e s
e x a l t s  a n a t io n ,  th en  our n a t io n  n eed s a m oral tu rn  around , 
a m oral r e f ir m a t io n ,  or we a r e  g o in g  to  l o s e  our freedom s 
in  t h i s  D ecade o f  D e s t in y ,  th e  1 9 8 0 ’ s .

The fa m ily  in  A m erica i s  in  s e r io u s  t r o u b le ,  
d iv o r c e  r a t e  i s  a t  40%, we have a hom osexual r e v o lu t io n  
to d a y , and th o se  who b e l i e v e  th e  B ib le  b e l i e v e  th a t  homo
s e x u a l i t y  i s  p e r v e r s io n ,  and we a r e  h a v in g  tod ay  in  Amer
ic a  a breakdown in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  monogomus fa m ily  u n it  
b eca u se  o f  p r e s s u r e  from th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent, p e r v e r se
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movements l i k e  th e  W hite House C on feren ce  on F a m ilie s  and 
o th e r  e f f o r t s  by th o s e  in  h ig h  p la c e s  to  do away w ith  th a t  
c o r n e r s to n e  o f  th e  r e p u b l ic ,  th e  fa m ily ,  th e  home a s  God 
d e s ig n e d  i t .  •

So w e’r e  h e r e  tod a y  in  C olum bia, th e  young p eo 
p le  o f  L ib e r ty  B a p t is t  C o lle g e  b eh in d  me, b oys and g i r l s  
who have su rren d ered  t h e ir  l i v e s  to  s e r v e  God, th e  I  Love 
Am erica S in g e r s  who a r e  ta k in g  a y e a r  ou t o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  
to  t r a v e l  th ou san d s o f  m ile s  w ith  us up and down th e  h ig h 
ways o f  Am erica to  sa y  everyw h ere what w e’r e  g o in g  to  say  
h ere  tod ay  th a t  i t ’ s  r e v i v a l  o r  r u in ,  i t ' s  s p i r i t u a l  r e 
aw akening or i t ' s  th e  end o f  our n a t io n .

We're optimistic. We're not just cursing 
the darkness but we're trying to light a candle. And I 
want to thank you pastors and you Christian school admin
istrators and school teachers, and parents, and I want to 
thank you boys and girls, what a beautiful sight, for com
ing here today, by your presence saying "Amen, I agree 
and I want to be a part of bringing America back together."

...SINGERS...
T h is  co u n try  w i l l  be 204 y e a r s  o ld  J u ly  th e  4 th  

and in  our 204 y e a r s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  Am erica h a s  been  made th e  
f r e e  r e p u b lic  sh e  i s  by th e  c o n t in u a l  s a c r i f i c e  o f  our  
f i g h t in g  men; men o f  th e  Army, men o f  th e  N avy, men o f  th e  
C oast Guard, th ou sa n d s who have l i v e d  and d ie d  b e c a u se  th e y  
b e l i e v e  th a t  t h i s  i s  a n a t io n  under God, G od's co u n try  un
l i k e  any co u n try  on e a r th .  And i f  th a t  be tr u e  and i f  
t h i s  n a t io n  i s  in d eed  founded on th e  J u d e o /C h r is t ia n  e t h i c ,  
and we b e l i e v e  i t  i s ,  th en  t h i s  book , th e  Word o f  God, i s  
th e  fo u n d a tio n  s t o n e .  I t  i s  th e  document on w hich  our r e 
p u b l ic  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  And when th a t  c e a s e s  to  be a s  
de T o g u e v i l le  s a i d ,  "America has b een  g r e a t  b eca u se  A m erica  
has been  good ."  When Am erica c e a s e s  to  be good , s h e ' l l  c e a se  
t o  be g r e a t .

R e c e n t ly ,  we found in  th e  W hite House an e d ic t  
th a t  was s e n t  to  th e  C ongress w hich  prom ptly  d is a llo w e d  
th a t  women ought to  be d r a f te d  in t o  combat or  a t  l e a s t  in t o  
th e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  and o b v io u s ly  u l t im a t e ly  in t o  com bat.
That o f  c o u r se  was th e  ERA m e n ta l i ty  com ing throu gh  a s  
though i t  w ere a r e a l i t y .  The f a c t  i s  th a t  t h i s  co u n try
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h as b een  d efen d ed  in  th e  tr e n c h  l i n e s ,  th e  f r o n t  l i n e s ,  
by men who d id  n o t go o u t to  f i g h t  fo r  th e  b u r e a u c r a ts  
or ou t to  f i g h t  fo r  b u i ld in g s  and h o u se s  and a u to m o b ile s ,  
but who w ent ou t th e r e  to  f i g h t  fo r  w iv e s ,  c h i ld r e n ,  moms, 
s i s t e r s ,  women who w ere l e f t  b e h in d , and who b e l i e v e  th a t  
t h i s  co u n try  was w orth  f ig h t in g  f o r .  And to d a y , we h ere  
in  Columbia want to  pay t r ib u t e  to  th e  f i g h t in g  men o f  
th e  armed f o r c e s ,  e v e r y  b ran ch , men who have g iv e n  th e  
supreme s a c r i f i c e ;  some who have d ied  th a t  we w ould have  
th e  r ig h t  o f  f r e e  and p u b l ic  assem b ly  h e r e  to d a y .

Do you r e a l i z e  th a t  we co u ld  n o t do t h i s  i f  we 
w ere in  R u ss ia ?  I f  we l i v e d  in  th e  S o v ie t  U nion we co u ld  
n o t m eet in  th e  K rem lin  l i k e  t h i s ,  Red Square. We m ight 
m eet o n c e , t h a t ' s  a l l .  I f  t h i s  w ere P ek in g  th e r e  w ould be 
no m eetin g  l i k e  t h i s . I f  t h i s  w ere Havanah, Cuba, th e r e  
would be no m eetin g  l i k e  t h i s .  And I  h ea r  th e  Jane Fondas 
and th e  D ick  G regorys and th e  Benjam in Spocks and a h o s t  
o f o th e r  a n t i —A m erican, a n t i —governm ent p e o p le  d e c r y in g  
t h i s  n a t io n ,  I  can n o t h e lp  b u t th in k  th a t  i f  th ey  would  
t r y  what th e y  a r e  t r y in g  h e r e  fo r  30 seco n d s  on Red Square 
th e  e a r th  w ould sw a llo w  them up.

T h is  i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  n a t io n  on e a r th  and w ith  
a l l  o f  our p ro b lem s, w ith  a l l  o f  our f a u l t s ,  A m erica i s  
s t i l l  w orth  l i v i n g  and d y in g  f o r .  Today when w e, th e  
young p e o p le ,  rea ch  your p a r t ic u la r  branch  o f  th e  armed 
f o r c e s ,  b e g in n in g  w ith  th e  army, you make your se n t im e n ts  
known, make a l i t t l e  n o is e  l i k e  South C a r o lin ia n s  have  
been  known to  do in  th e  p a s t  on many i s s u e s .  So , h ere  
th e y  a r e . . .

. . .SINGERS.. .

And b eca u se  o f  th e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  our f i g h t in g  
men who have made our freedom  a v a i la b le  to  u s ,  we come 
h e r e  tod ay  and pay our t r ib u t e  to  them . We a l s o  pay t r i 
b u te  to  th e  f l a g ,  "Old G lo ry ,"  th e  r e d , w h it e ,  and b lu e .  
There w ere days when you and I remember, p a t r io t i s m  was 
p o p u la r . I t  s t i l l  i s  among C h r is t ia n s  and G o d fea r in g  p eo 
p l e .  When you w atch  t e l e v i s i o n  and s e e  th o s e  a l l e g e d  
I r a n ia n  s tu d e n ts  who h a v e , in  my o p in io n  n ev er  se e n  th e  
in s id e  o f  a s c h o o l .b u i ld in g ,  b u rn in g  our f l a g ,  and d e s e 
c r a t in g  Old G lo ry , i t  makes you want to  g e t  a group
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o f  boy s c o u ts  to g e th e r  and go o v er  and c le a n  t h e ir  p low . 
T h a t's  about what i t  would ta k e .

The problem  in  Am erica tod a y  i s  n o t  th e  p e o p le .  
The problem  i s  th e  le a d e r s h ip .  We have lo n g  s in c e  l o s t  
th e  cou rage o f  a P r e s id e n t  Sadat who runs h i s  own cou n try  
and t e l l s  th e  Ir a n ia n  lu n a t ic  and o th e r  i d i o t s  w here to  
hang i t .  The U n ited  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica n eed s  th a t  k ind  
o f  le a d e r s h ip .  And I  sa y  i f  we c o u ld  have th a t  k in d  o f  
le a d e r s h ip  in  th e  W hite House and in  th e  C o n g ress, in  our 
s t a t e  h o u se s ,  men and women-who a r e  n o t  a f r a id  to  stan d  
up fo r  what i s  r ig h t  and sta n d  up a g a in s t  what i s  w rong, 
th a t  f l a g  c o u ld  s t i l l  mean th e  same around th e  w orld  th a t  
once i t  m eant. The o n ly  re a so n  why a Khom eini and th e  
group o f ,  I  th in k , M a rx ist young p e o p le  w ould dare to  
ta k e  f i f t y  A m erican h o s ta g e s  i s  b eca u se  by our exam ple 
o f  th e  l a s t  few  y e a r s  th ey  knew w e'd  do n o th in g  about  
i t  and th a t  i s  what we d id .

The rea so n  why th e  S o v ie t s  marched in t o  A fghan
i s t a n  i s  b eca u se  th ey  knew w e'd  do n o th in g  about i t  and 
t h a t ’ s  what we d id .  And th e  r ea so n  th e r e  a re  th ou san d s  
o f  S o v ie t  tro u p s  in  Cuba tod ay  i s  b eca u se  th ey  knew w e'd  
do n o th in g  about i t  and t h a t ' s  what we d id .

The U n ited  S t a t e s  in  th e  l a s t  tw en ty  y e a r s ,  
in  i t s  SALT agreem en ts w ith  th e  S o v ie t  U nion th e  l a s t  
te n  y e a r s ,  i t s  n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  communist p ow ers, has  
tak en  on th e  u n b e lie v a b le  s ta n c e  and p o s i t i o n  th a t  th e  
com m unists have good in t e n t io n s  and th a t  we can p e a c e 
a b ly  c o e x i s t  in  t h i s  w orld  w ith o u t  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h s ,  
th a t  s tr o n g  n a t io n a l  d e fe n s e  i s  n o t n e c e s s a r y .  And so  
our le a d e r s  have put u s in  t h i s  y e a r , 1980, in  p rob ab ly  
th e  m ost com prom ising p o s i t i o n  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  h as  
b een  in  s in c e  P e a r l H arbor. A p o s i t i o n  o f  b e in g  u n ab le  
to  d efen d  o u r s e lv e s  o r  ev en  to  p r o t e c t  th e  P e r s ia n  G ulf 
and our o i l  i n t e r e s t s .

We f in d  o u r s e lv e s  to d a y  w ith o u t  th a t  cou rageou s  
le a d e r s h ip  th a t  i s  w i l l i n g  to  ta k e  th e  s ta n d  a t  any c o s t s  
and le a d  th e  Am erican p e o p le  back  to  th a t  proud p o s i t io n  
o f  number one in  th e  w o r ld , and t h a t ' s  w here we must be  
i f  w e 'r e  g o in g  to  s u r v iv e .  No C h r is t ia n  i s  a w ar-m onger, 
we h a te  w ar. T h a t 's  why I  was a t  a p r e s s  c o n fe r e n c e  r e 
c e n t ly  a d v o c a tin g  th a t  s in c e  th e  S o v ie t s  a r e  a lw a y s th e  
a g g r e s s o r s  and we a r e  n o t ,,  we do n o t need  m i l i t a r y  e q u a l-
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i t y  w ith  th e  S o v ie t  U nion , we need m i l i t a r y  s u p e r io r i t y .
And w h atever  i t  c o s t s  to  m eet th a t  g o a l ,  we ought to  make 
th a t  k in d  o f  commitment.

And th e  argum ent i s  a lw ays fo r t h  com ing from  
th e  W ashington p o l i t i c a n s ,  "Where a re  we g o in g  to  g e t  th e  
money?" I  read  th e  o th e r  day th a t  th e  P r e s id e n t  i s  p ro
p o s in g  a $220 b i l l i o n  w e lfa r e  b u d g e t. T h a t’ s  a good  
p la c e  to  s t a r t ,  and i f  we co u ld  from  th a t  p o in t  -  cou ld  
b e g in  making some e x p e n d itu r e s  -  i t  w ould n o t be v e r y  lo n g  
u n t i l  our co u n try  co u ld  once a g a in  s ta n d  up p ro u d ly  under
n ea th  th a t  f l a g ,  th e  f l a g  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica, 
Old G lo ry .

. . . SINGERS. . .

• Thank y ou , Robby. How im p ortan t i s  A m erica to  
God, t o  th e  w o r ld , to  th e  ca u se  o f  freedom  in  th e  w orld?  
F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  s c r ip t u r e ,  th e  Book c l e a r ly  
te a c h e s  th a t  freedom  i s  th e  b a s ic  m oral i s s u e  o f  a l l .  I  
w ould s u g g e s t  t o  you th a t  in  A fg h a n is ta n  to d a y  a b o r t io n  
i s  n o t a v e r y  im p ortan t s u b j e c t ,  or  porn ograp h y, or  
d iv o r c e  or  h o m o se x u a lity . Why? B eca u se , tod a y  s u r v iv a l  
i s  th e  o n ly  th o u g h t. B ecau se th e  Hammer and S ic k le  f l i e s  
h ig h .

And i f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  l o s e s  h er  freedom , you
can  b e t  your l i f e  t h i s  Book, th e  Word o f  God, w i l l  be
c o n f is c a t e d  a s  i s  th e  c a se  in  e v e r y  communist co u n try  in
th e  w orld  to d a y . And th o s e  o f  u s  who b e l i e v e  in  t h i s
Book and p reach  t h i s  Book and who te a c h  t h i s  Book to  our 
b oys and g i r l s  w i l l  f in d  i t  im p o s s ib le  to  do so  a s  we 
have done in  th e  p a s t .

My q u e s t io n  to  you i s  t h i s :  " I f  freedom  i s  im
p o r ta n t  to  u s  and i f  A m ericans -  th e  l a s t  b a s t io n  o f  f r e e 
dom l e f t  in  th e  w orld  -  th en  we had b e t t e r  s ta n d  by Amer
ic a  and s e e  th a t  A m erica s ta n d s  by t h i s  Book w h ile  th e r e  
i s  y e t  t im e  to  do i t .  I  am fo r  freedom . I t  i s  th e  i s s u e .

I'm  g la d  fo r  a l l  th e  p a s to r s  h e r e ,  I'm  g la d  th a t  
a l l  th r e e  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t io n s  a r e  h e r e ,  I'm  g la d  th a t  L i f e  
m agazine i s  h e r e  and I  b e l i e v e  th e  hope fo r  th e  n a t io n  i s  
n o t w ith  th e  m ed ia , n o t th e  p o l i t i a n s ,  th e  hope f o r  Amer
ic a  i s  w ith  a G o d -fe a r in g  p e o p le .  And t h i s  g r e a t  Amer
ic a  a c c o r d in g  to  a r e c e n t  G allup  P o l l ,  84% o f  a l l  th e  p eo
p le  s t i l l  b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  Ten Commandments a re  s t i l l  
v a l id  fo r  to d a y .
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That d o e sn ’ t  mean th a t  every o n e  i s  l i v i n g  up
to  what th e y  b e l i e v e  in  b u t i t  means th a t  we p r e a c h e r s
have a 84% m a jo r ity  o u t th e r e  who i f  we p reach  and p ra c 
t i c e  and m in is t e r  a s  we sh o u ld  b e fo r e  them , we can be  
su r e  th a t  we have a r ip e  and f u r t i l e  ground w hich to  m in is 
t e r .

Now t h a t ' s  s o ,  and I b e l i e v e  i t  i s .  Why are
we a l lo w in g  th e  o th e r  16% to  run th e  co u n try  in t o  th e
d itc h ?  I t  i s  b e c a u se  30 y e a r s  a g o , we a llo w e d  th e  l i b e r a l s  
and th e  p o rn o g ra p h ers , and th o se  on th e  l e f t  s id e  o f  th e  
spectrum  to  t e l l  u s ,  " R e lig io n  and p o l i t i c s  d o n 't  m ix .
You C h r is t ia n s  s ta y  o u t o f  p o l i t i c s ,  t h a t ' s  d i r t y  b u s in e s s .  
You le a v e  th a t  to  u s ."  We l e f t  th a t  to  them and t h e y 'v e  
about sunk th e  s h ip .  And i t ' s  h ig h  tim e fo r  God’ s p e o p le  
to  ta k e  a sta n d  on th e  i s s u e s .

A v e r y  l i b e r a l  s e n a to r  in  W ashington asked  me 
r e c e n t ly ,  he and I a re  f r ie n d s  b u t we co u ld  n o t be fa r th e r  
a p a rt on th e  m oral i s s u e s — h e v o t e s  fo r  f e d e r a l  fu n d in g  
o f  a b o r t io n  ev er y  t im e , I  c o n s id e r  a b o r t io n  w hole  s a l e  
m urder, h e  v o t e s  fo r  th e  e l im in a t io n  o f  a l l  c e n s o r s h ip  
so  th a t  pornography, a d i r t y ,  v u lg a r ,  r o t - g u t  porn ograp h y, 
can w reck th e  m inds o f  young p e o p le  o f  t h i s  A m erica , h e  
v o t e s  fo r  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  break-dow n o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
fa m ily ,  and he i s  fo r  hom osexual m a r r ia g e s , l e s b ia n  mar
r i a g e s ,  e t c .  H e 's  fo r  a l l  th o se  k in d s  o f  d ir t y  t h in g s ,
and I  was c h a t t in g  w ith  him  and h i s  s ta te m e n t w a s, " J erry , 
when a re  you p r e a c h e r s  g o in g  to  g e t  o u t o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  
is s u e s ? "  I  s a id ,  "When you p o l i t i c a n s  g e t  away from  th e  
m oral i s s u e s ."  We have a llo w e d  them to  d i c t a t e  what i s  
r ig h t  and wrong in  t h i s  c o u n tr y . As fa r  a s  I  am concerned  
th e  tim e h as come when e v e r y  C h r is t ia n  in  A m erica n eed s  
to  be in form ed  on th e  i s s u e s ,  what th e  i s s u e s  a r e ,  and 
to  be r e g i s t e r e d  to  v o t e ,  and to  be a g g r e s s iv e ly  and 
a c t i v e l y  in v o lv e d  in  ch a n g in g  A m erica fo r  th e  good .

Now, j u s t  b eca u se  a b o r t io n ,  p orn ograp h y, homo
s e x u a l i t y ,  and a l l  th e  m oral i s s u e s  have become v e r y  
p o l i t i c a l  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  d o es  n o t preem pt u s from  
d e a lin g  w ith  them . T hese w ere m oral i s s u e s  b e fo r e  th e r e  
was a U n ited  S t a t e s  governm ent or  U .S . Supreme C ourt.
And we have n o t o n ly  a r i g h t ,  b u t an o b l ig a t io n  to  p reach  
and s e t  f o r t h  th e  exam ple and to  c r e a te  a m oral c l im a te  
in  Am erica th a t  makes i t  e a s ie r  fo r  p o l i t i c i a n s  to  do
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r ig h t  than to  do wrong.

So, t h a t ’ s what t h i s  i s  a l l  a b o u t. In  j u s t  a 
few  moments I ' l l  be a d d r e s s in g  th o s e  i s s u e s ,  b u t I  b e l i e v e  
th e  g r e a t e s t  fo r c e  fo r  freedom  in  A m erica, or  any s o c i e t y ,  
a r e  th e  p e o p le  o f  God who b e l i e v e  th e  B ib le ,  who a r e  man
a g in g  B ib l e - b e l i e v in g ,  so u l-w in n in g  ch u rch es s u c c e s s f u l l y .  
T hese p a s to r s  down h e r e  in  South C a r o lin a , b la c k  and w h ite ,  
red  and y e l lo w , and young and o ld ,  and r ic h  and p o o r , m o stly  
p o o r , w hich  a r e  c r i t i c i z e d  and m aligned  and condemned and 
so  fo r th  b eca u se  th ey  sta n d  by th e  Book, and b eca u se  th ey  
sta n d  up fo r  B ib le  r ig h te o u s n e s s  and a g a in s t  u n r ig h te o u s 
n e s s ,  I  b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  1 1 0 ,0 0 0  fu n d a m e n ta lis t  p a s to r s  
in  A m erica and th e  f o r t y  p lu s  A m ericans who a l i g n  them
s e l v e s  w ith  i t ,  h o ld  th e  fu tu r e  o f  t h i s  n a t io n  in  t h e ir  
h a n d s .

And I  th in k  th a t  t h i s  y e a r , i f  A m erica d o e sn ’ t  
b e g in  to  have a s p i r i t u a l  r e b ir t h ,  w e 'r e  n o t  g o in g  to  come 
out o f  th e  1 9 8 0 ’ s a f r e e  n a t io n .  B ecau se remember, l i v i n g  
by G od's p r in c i p l e s  e x a l t s  a n a t io n  and i f  God prom otes  
t h i s  n a t io n  to  g r e a tn e s s  i t  w i l l  be b eca u se  we come back  
to  th e  p r in c i p l e s  on w hich  th e  n a t io n  was e s t a b l i s h e d :
The Church o f  th e  L iv in g  God.

M ad elin e Murry O’H are, l a s t  T hursday, f i l e d  a 
form al p e t i t i o n  a g a in s t  me w ith  th e  FCC and th e  IRS. I 
was c a l l e d  from  A u s t in , T ex a s. The re a so n  sh e  d id  th a t  i s  
b eca u se  n e x t  T uesday , .a week from  tom orrow , w e ' l l  be on 
th e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l  s t e p s  in  A u s t in  and M ad elin e and h er  
group w i l l  be 100 y a rd s  away on th e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l  grounds 
w ith  h er  a t h e i s t  r a l l y  and I  w ould f i g h t  and d ie  fo r  th e  
r ig h t  f o r  h er  to  have h e r s .  F o r tu n a te ly  we can crank th o se  
sp e a k e r s  up w here sh e  m ight a s  w e l l  go home, 'b u t  I  would  
j u s t  sa y  th a t  we w ould do i t  g e n t ly  o f  c o u r s e .

But I  w ould sa y  th a t  th e  l i n e s  a r e  drawn. The 
q u e s t io n  i s  a re  we g o in g  to  a l lo w  a l i t t l e  m in o r ity  to  
b r in g  t h i s  co u n try  to  shame? Or a r e  we enough in  lo v e  
w ith  our f a m i l i e s  and our God and our c h ild r e n  and our  
A m erica to  r i s e  up m i l l io n s  in  number and s t r e n g th  and 
s a y , "We’ v e  had enough!"? I  th in k  th e  ch u rch es  o f  Amer
ic a  can  do i t . I  am t r a v e l in g  2 5 0 ,0 0 0  m ile s  t h i s  y e a r ,
I  t r a v e le d  th a t  many l a s t  y e a r . I  was a b le  to  put to g e th e r
7 0 ,0 0 0  p a s to r s  a lr e a d y . T h ey 'r e  n o t a l l  B a p t i s t ,  some o f  
them I  c a n ' t  even  pronounce what th e y  a r e ,  b u t t h e y 'r e

379



www.manaraa.com

a l l  p r o - l i f e ,  p r o - fa m ily ,  p ro -m o ra l, p ro-A m erican . That 
i s  what a l l  good p e o p le  u sed  to  be in  t h i s  c o u n tr y . And
t h e y 'r e  w i l l i n g  to  l i v e  and d ie  to  be su r e  th a t  our c h i l 
d ren  and our g r a n d c h ild r e n  e n jo y  th e  same Am erica th a t  we 
have known.

My son  Jonathan  i s  o v er  h e r e  som ew here, w here 
a re  you Jonathan? And my son  J e r r y  i s  h e r e  w ith  me. I ' l l  
t e l l  you , I  want my b oys and my l i t t l e  g i r l  to  grow up in  
th e  same k in d  o f  A m erica I ’v e  had th e  p r iv i l e g e  o f  grow
in g  up in  and know ing. And i f  t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  and i t ' s  g o in g  
to  happen -  i t ' s  g o in g  to  ta k e  more than  j u s t  t a l k ,  i t ' s  
g o in g  to  ta k e  a c t io n .

M ad elin e O'Hare and a l l  th e  G o d -h aters in  Am erica  
s ta n d  to g e t h e r ,  and th e  l i b e r a l s ,  you know t h e y 'r e  a lw ays  
c u s s in g  u s in  th e  m edia m in i s t r i e s  b eca u se  we r a i s e  m il
l i o n s  o f  d o l la r s  th e y  sa y  and i t ' s  t r u e .  The problem  i s
n o t w here'w e r a i s e  i t  but how we spend i t .  Nobody t a lk s  
about th e  f a c t  th a t  Hugh H efn er and L arry F l in t  and th e  
o th e r  smut p e d d le r s  r a is e d  fo u r  b i l l i o n  d o l la r s  l a s t  y e a r ,  
to  w reck and damn b oys and g i r l s ,  homes and f a m i l i e s .
Nobody t a lk s  about th e  f a c t  th a t  a m i l l i o n  and a h a l f  
b a b ie s  w ere murdered l a s t  y ea r  in  a b o r t io n  c l i n i c s  in  
A m erica and th o se  a b o r t io n  c l i n i c s  v o te d  l e g a l  by a sev en  
to  two v o te  by th e  b r e th r e n  who w i l l  s ta n d  b e fo r e  God w ith  
b lo o d y  h an d s, produced two m i l l io n  d o l la r s  l a s t  y e a r  fo r  
murder on demand.

Why d o n 't  we g e t  u p se t  about th a t?  Why d o n 't
we g e t  in c e n s e d , I  th in k  we a r e .  And I  th in k  th e  tim e has
come when w e 'r e  n o t a f r a id  o f  th e  a d v e r sa r y  anym ore. W e're 
n o t secon d  c l a s s  c i t i z e n s ,  w e 'r e  f i r s t  c l a s s  c i t i z e n s .
And b eca u se  we a r e  and b eca u se  t h i s  n a t io n  was b u i l t  by 
G o d -fe a r in g  p e o p le ,  M ad elin e O'Hare d id n ' t  h e lp  b u ild  Amer
i c a .  Her k in d  h as n ev er  h e lp ed  b u i ld  a n y th in g ;  th e y 'v e  
to r n  down a l o t  o f  t h in g s ,  t h e y 'v e  n ev er  b u i l t  a n y th in g .
And th e  l i b e r a l s  and th e  s o c i a l i s t s  and th e  " p in k ie s"  around . 
h a v e n 't  b u i l t  a n y th in g . They have ju s t" ta k e n  away human 
r ig h t s  and freed o m s.

T here a r e  enough o f  u s tod ay  and we s t i l l  have
enough l i b e r t i e s  l e f t ,  th a t  i f  w e, under God through  p r a y e r ,
(and I ' l l  g iv e  you what I  th in k  to  be th e  form u la  fo r  s a v in g  
Am erica in  j u s t  a few  moments) i f  we band t o g e t h e r ,  n o t  
t h e o l o g i c a l l y ,  you know m ost o f  us a r e  v e r y  t h e o lo g i c a l l y
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u n iq u e , I'm  a F u n d a m en ta lis t  and s e p a r a t i s t ,  w herever you  
a re  I'm  p ro b a b ly  to  th e  r ig h t  o f  y o u , b u t w e 'r e  n o t t a lk in g  
about t h a t ,  w e 'r e  t a lk in g  about s u r v iv a l ,  w e 'r e  t a lk in g  
about A m erica , and I'm  s a y in g  th a t  we ought to  le a r n  how 
to  g e t  t o g e t h e r ,  f i g h t  to g e th e r  r ig h t  now so  th a t  we can  
f i g h t  each  o th e r  l a t e r .  We b e t t e r  le a r n  how to  p u l l  t h i s  
c o u n try  out o f  th e  g u t t e r .  We b e t t e r  f o r g e t  our l i t t l e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  w h i le  we sa v e  our c o u n tr y .

And t h a t ' s  h ap penin g  a l l  o v er  A m erica, from  
A u s t in , T exas -  F r id a y , when I g o t th e  phone c a l l  from  
th e  r e p o r te r ,  sh e  s a id ,  "M adeline s a id  a l o t  o f  bad th in g s  
about y ou . Would you l i k e  to  sa y  som eth in g  ab ou t her?"
I  s a id ,  " W ell, I  d o n 't  th in k  s o ."  I'm  rem inded o f  my 
f r ie n d  D r. L in c o ln , th e  o ld  8 0 -y e a r -o ld  V ir g in ia n  p rea ch er  
who s a id ,  who t o ld  th e  s t o r y  about th e  hound dog and th e  
skunk who w ere p r e p a r in g  to  f i g h t .  The skunk and th e  
hound dog w ere lo o k in g  e y e b a l l  t o  e y e b a l l .  The skunk s a id ,  
" L et’ s  g e t  w ith  i t , "  and th e  hound dog s a id ,  " S ir ,  I  th in k  
I  can whip th e e  b u t I  do n o t  th in k  i t  w ould be w orth  i t . "  
And so  w e 'r e  n o t in t o  a p e r s o n a l i t y ■b a t t l e ,  w e 'r e  ou t to  
w in th e  war fo r  th e  n a t io n .  T h is  i s  a b a t t l e  o f  i s s u e s ;  
th e  s u r v iv a l  o f  th e  home, th e  fa m ily ,  th e  freedom  th a t  
th o se  l i t t l e  c h i ld r e n  d e se r v e  to  have te n  y e a r s  from  now.

But r ig h t  now, w e ’r e  g o in g  to  t a lk  about a s  
th e s e  k id s  s in g ,  th a t  one i n s t i t u t i o n  th a t  h as made t h i s  
th e  g r e a t e s t  n a t io n  on e a r th ,  The C hurch, th e  Church o f  
th e  L iv in g  God. Oh, w e 'r e  b e in g  b e a te n  and b a t t e r e d . . .  
e v e r y tim e  I'm  on a t a lk  s h o w .. .d id  you s e e  th e  Donahue 
Show? Every t a lk  show I g e t  on u s u a l ly  i t ' s  me and i f  I  
can g e t  two o r  th r e e  i n s i d e ,  t h a t ' s  our crow d, everybody  
e l s e  i s  h o s t i l e .  But I ' l l  t e l l  you w hat, th e  Old Ship  
o f  Z io n , th e  o ld  ch u rch , h as b een  throu gh  b a t t l e s  b e fo r e  
and w e 'v e  b een  a t  i t  fo r  2000 y e a r s .  The o ld  h u l l  i s  b a t 
t e r e d  and w e 'v e  g o t  s c a r s  on a l l  s i d e s ,  b u t n o t one drop  
o f  w a ter  h a s  g o t t e n  in s id e  and when th e  show i s  o v er  and 
th e  trum pet i s  so u n d ed , she i s  g o in g  to  come th rou gh  to  th e  
o th e r  s id e  w ith  a l l  th e  c a r g o , th e  Church, i n t a c t .  And 
w e 'r e  g o in g  to  have -  y.ou s e e  I'm  n e t  w o rr ie d  about Made
l i n e  or  S en a to r  Kennedy or  B irch  Bayh or th e  r e s t  b eca u se  
I ' v e  read  th e  l a s t  c h a p te r  -  I  know how i t ' s  g o in g  to  come 
o u t .
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. . . SINGERS. . .

May I now ta k e  f i f t e e n  m in u tes  to  d is c u s s  w ith  
you what I  b e l i e v e  to  be th e  c r i s i s ,  th e  u n ique c r i s i s  
f a c in g  A m erica in  th e  1 9 8 0 's?

As I  s e e  i t ,  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s  o f  Am erica i s  
f a c in g  th r e e  c r i s e s  in  th e  1 9 8 0 's  sh e  h as n ev er  fa c e d  b e
f o r e .  W e're f a c in g  a freedom  c r i s i s .  We have n ev er  in  
my l i f e t i m e  e v e r  s to o d  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a d ecade a s  we 
a r e  now in  th e  8 0 ' s  in  th e  w hich  th e  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  o f  ou rs  
a s a f r e e  n a t io n  was c h a lle n g e d  in  a b o n a f id e  way.

X was e ig h t  y e a r s  o ld  P e a r l Harbor Day, when 
P e a r l Harbor Day o c c u r r e d . I  remember World War I I ,  I  
remember K orea, th e  V ietnam  c o n f l i c t .  I  remember th e s e  
t h in g s ,  th e y  w ere s e r io u s  and c r i t i c a l  t im e s  in  Am erican  
h i s t o r y ,  b u t I  d o n 't  th in k  any o f  u s s e r io u s ly  th ou gh t  
th a t  we w ould b e in vad ed  and lo s e 'o u r  freedom s h e r e  in  th e  
U n ited  S ta te s '. The f a c t  i s  now A dm iral Moab, form er c h a ir 
man o f  th e  j o i n t  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  c o n c u r s , and I  heard  th e  
p r e s e n t  chairm an o f  th e  j o i n t —c h i e f s —o f —s t a f f , G eneral 
D avid J o n e s , and th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  D e fe n se  W ilso n , and o th e r s  
comment on t h i s . . . e v e n  S e c r e ta r y  K is s in g e r  in  SALT h ea r 
i n g s . . .  th a t  tod ay  we are  d e s p e r a t e ly  i n f e r i o r  t o  th e  S o v ie t  
U nion . T w o-to -on e in  o f f e n s iv e  w eaponry and f o r t y - s e v e n -  
to -o n e  in  d e f e n s iv e ,  w eaponry and th e  gap i s  w id en in g  
d a i ly  b e c a u se  we have made no commitment w h atever  to  change  
t h a t .  I  c e r t a i n l y ,  a s  I  s a id  e a r l i e r ,  do n o t  b e l i e v e  in  
w a r . . . I  d o n 't  th in k  any s e n s i b l e  p erso n  d o e s . . .b u t  I  d o n 't  
b e l i e v e  th a t  when th e  B ib le  sa y s  a man who w i l l  n o t ca r e  
fo r  h i s  h o u seh o ld  i s  w orse  than  an i n f i d e l ,  i t ' s  e a sy  to  
tr a n s p o s e  th a t  to  say  th a t  any governm ent th a t  d o e s n 't  c a r e  
fo r  or  p r o t e c t  i t s  c i t i z e n r y  i s  w orse than  an i n f i d e l .
And we f in d  o u r s e lv e s  in  th a t  s ta n c e  to d a y .

A seco n d  c r i s i s  we fa c e  i s  t h i s ;  we fa c e  a c r i s i s  
o f  th e  f a m ily .  We a r e  a t  a 40% d iv o r c e  r a t e  r ig h t  now.
The fa m ily  r ig h t  now, th a t  i s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  monogamous, 
h u sb a n d /w ife  l e g a l l y  m arried  r e l a t io n s h i p ,  i s  in  s e r io u s  
c o n d it io n  and I  c o n s t a n t ly  f in d  m y s e lf  in  m edia d i s c u s s io n s  
and d e b a te s  b a t t l i n g  o v er  w hat th e  fa m ily  i s .
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When P r e s id e n t  C arter  was cam paign ing  l a s t  t im e ,  
he prom ised  to  s p o t l i g h t  th e  fa m ily ;  th e r e b y  to  h o ld  a c o n 
fe r e n c e  on th e  f a m ily .  Four y e a r s  have p a s t  and so  now 
i t ’ s  f i n a l l y  com ing a r e a l i t y  b u t . . . i t ' s  n o t  c a l l e d  th e  
W hite House C on feren ce  on th e  F am ily , i t ' s  c a l l e d  th e  
W hite House C on feren ce  on F a m il ie s ,  p lu r a l .  The f o r t y - 
one p e r so n s  who c o n tr o l  th a t  c o n fe r e n c e , c a l l e d  th e  N a t io n a l  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee, w ere a p p o in ted  by P r e s id e n t  C arter  and 
f o r t y  o f  them a re  a n t i - t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  p e r s o n s . That 
i s  th e y  fa v o r  hom osexual m a r r ia g e s , th e y  fa v o r  a b o r t io n  
and o th e r  a n t i - B i b l i c a l ,  m oral p r i n c i p l e s .  Only one o f  
them, Barbara Sm ith , a Mormon, i s  p r o - fa m ily .  T h a t 's  a 
lo a d ed  d eck .

And th en  a c r o s s  th e  n a t io n  a s  th e  f i f t y  g o v e r n o r s ,  
and I'm  s o r r y  th a t  your govern or e l e c t e d  n o t  to  a t te n d  h ere  
to d a y , in  a lm o st e v e r y  s t a t e  w e 'v e  had th e  govern or and 
m ost o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t o r s .  I  r e a l i z e  th e  a s 
sem bly i s  n o t  in  s e s s i o n  b u t we u s u a l ly  have th e  govern or  
anyhow b eca u se  u s u a l ly  th e  govern or i s  s ta n d in g  w ith  u s on 
th e s e  i s s u e s  and I  hope t h a t ' s  th e  c a s e  h e r e . But I would  
s im p ly  sa y  t h i s ,  t h a t  I  am co n v in ced  th a t  th e  fa m ily  i s  
th e  m ost v i t a l ,  th e  m ost im p ortan t e n t i t y  in  Am erican l i f e  
and s o c i e t y  and I b e l i e v e  th a t  i f  Am erica s u r v iv e s  th e  
fa m ily  must s u r v iv e .

I  w ould l i k e  t o  say  th a t  th e  governm ent h a s  b e 
come th e  arch-enem y o f  th e  fa m ily  and th e  W hite House Con
fe r e n c e  on F a m ilie s  h as now begun to  d ev e lo p  a d e f i n i t i o n  
o f  th e  fa m ily  as I  q u o te , "Any two p e r so n s  l i v i n g  to g e th e r ."  
Think th a t  one o v er  and you w i l l  g e t  th e  id e a  o f  how p e r 
v e r te d  t h i s  c o n fe r e n c e  h as becom e.

So p e r v e r te d  th a t  in  V ir g in ia  we had to  a lm o st  
ambush a t  a s p i r i t u a l  ambush in  ord er  to  g e t  our d e le g a te s  
e l e c t e d  and we d id  and now th e y  a re  th in k in g  a b ou t g o in g  to  
c o u r t  to  d is a l lo w  our d e le g a t e s  who w ere e l e c t e d  by pop
u la r  v o t e .  The same th in g  happened in  M i s s i s s ip p i ,  Arkan
s a s ,  a c r o s s  th e  n a t io n .

W e ll, a t  th e  same t im e , th e  govern or o f  Alabama 
f e l t  th a t  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  th a t  was com ing ou t o f  th e  W hite  
House C on feren ce  on F a m ilie s  was so  a n t i - f a m i ly  and so  
f o r e ig n  to  what Alabama p e o p le  f e e l  ab ou t th e  fa m ily  th a t  
he w ith d rew  th e  s t a t e  o f  Alabama from th e  c o n fe r e n c e .  We 
w ere th e r e  two w eeks ago when he d id  t h a t .  Ah, th r e e  w eeks 
ag o . Then th e  s t a t e  o f  In d ia n a , by th e  g o v e r n o r 's  d e c i s i o n ,  
d id  th e  same t h in g .  And s t a t e  a f t e r  s t a t e  now, th e  go v ern o rs
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are making decisions now to possibly withdraw from the 
conference. What a tragedy that the governors of the states 
have to rebuke the President of the United States on such 
a vital issue as the family.

And we h ave found i t  n e c e s s a r y  to  con d u ct a com
p e t i t i v e  c o n fe r e n c e  on th e  fa m ily  th a t  w i l l  m eet in  th e  
Long Beach M u n ic ip a l A ud itorium  w ith  1 2 ,0 0 0  p e o p le ,  J u ly  
12 -  th e  same day th a t  in  Los A n g e le s  th e  W hite House Con
fe r e n c e  i s  h a v in g  i t s  c a p s to n e  c o n c lu d in g  m eetin g  w ith
2 ,0 0 0  p e o p le .  And w e 'r e  p la n n in g  on h a v in g  m ost o f  th e  
p e o p le ,  le a d e r s  o f  A m erica who b e l i e v e  in  r ig h t  and w rong. 
What a tra g ed y  th a t  th e  p e o p le  have to  sa y  on b e h a lf  o f
th e  governm ent what i s  r ig h t  and f i g h t  th e  governm ent who
i s  supposed  to  be our f r ie n d  and r e p r e se n t  u s .

Then you lo o k  a t  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  in d u s tr y .  I'm  
n o t t a lk in g  about p r iv a t e  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s .  I'm  t a lk 
in g  about th e  th r e e  m ajor n etw ork s and th e  e x e c u t iv e s  who 
c o n t r o l  th o se  n e tw o rk s. They have made a v i c io u s  d e c i s io n  
o b v io u s ly ,  th a t  th e y  have no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  w e l l 
b e in g  o f  th e  Am erican p u b l ic .  T h e r e fo r e  th e y  have begun to  
t o t a l l y  l e t  a n y th in g  go in  p r im e -t im e , in  th e  soap  o p e r a s , 
you name i t ,  bedroom s c e n e s ,  s u g g e s t iv e  la n g u a g e . . .  so  th a t  
m ost p a r e n ts  have found i t  im p o s s ib le  to  a llo w  t h e i r  c h i l d 
ren  to  w atch  p r im e -tim e  t e l e v i s i o n  anymore -  I  mean, i f  
we c a r e  about our c h i ld r e n .  And t h a t ,  I  th in k ,  i s  an
a n t i - f a m i ly  e f f o r t .  I f  you have tak en  th e  tim e a s  some
have to  make a r e a l  s tu d y  o f  p r im e-tim e  t e l e v i s i o n ,  y o u ' l l  
f in d  th a t  m o st, th a t  i s  a m a jo r ity  o f  th e  f a m i l i e s  in  
p r im e-tim e  a re  broken hom es, compared t o  a m in o r ity  o f  
u n ite d  hom es. We f e a t u r e  h o m o se x u a lity  in  p r im e-tim e  a s  
an a l t e r n a t e  l i f e s t y l e ,  and so  f o r t h .

Then lo o k  a t  th e  hom osexual r e v o lu t io n !  I  r e a l i z e  
th a t  in  any a rea  th e r e  a r e  th o se  p e o p le  who w i l l  s a y , "D on't 
you b e l i e v e  in  human r i g h t s  fo r  h om osexuals?"  Of c o u r se  
I  d o . H om osexuals, l i k e  a bank ro b b er , l i k e  a c r im in a l ,  
l i k e  a t h i e f ,  i s  a s in n e r  who n eed s a s a v io r .  B u t, i f  he  
b ecom es-a  C h r is t ia n ,  I I  C o r in ith ia n s  5 :1 7  h o ld s  t r u e ,  " I f  
any man be in  C h r is t ,  h e  i s  a new c r e a t io n ,  o ld  th in g s  b e 
come new ."  I  b e l i e v e  th a t  God lo v e s  h o m o sex u a ls , t h a t ' s
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why we have a c o u n s e lin g  c e n te r  in  Lynchburg w here hundreds  
o f  h om osexuals come e v e r y  y e a r  b eca u se  th e y  know we lo v e  
them . B u t, b e c a u se  we lo v e  them we d on ’ t  t e l l  them th a t  
"What y o u 'r e  d o in g  i s  a l l  r i g h t ."  We t e l l  them i t ' s  s i n .
We t e l l  them th a t  what t h e y 'r e  d o in g  a c c o r d in g  to  Romans 1 
i s  r e p r o b a te , a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  Old T estem ent i t ' s  an abom ina
t i o n ,  even  th e  a n im a ls  d o n 't  p r a c t ic e  i t  and we t e l l  them  
th a t  th e  o n ly  hope i s  to  b e l i e v e  th e  g o s p e l  o f  th e  Lord 
J e su s  C h r is t  and th rou gh  th e  b lo o d  o f  J e s u s  g e t  a c le a n s in g  
f o r  e t e r n i t y .  And I  can  t e l l  y ou , by th e  w ay, th a t  we have  
in  our c o n g r e g a t io n  in  Lynchburg form er hom osexua ls who 
have b een  saved  th rou gh  th e  g ra ce  o f  God who a r e  our le a d 
in g  p ro p on en ts  in  r e a c h in g  hom osexuals f o r  C h r is t  and h e lp 
in g  d e l i v e r  them from  a p e r v e r te d  l i f e s t y l e .

Now, I  w ou ld n ’ t  c a r e  much fo r  a m e d ic a l d o c to r ,  
when I w ent fo r  a m e d ic a l ex a m in a tio n  and had c a n c e r , who, 
r a th e r  than  h u r t my f e e l i n g s ,  w ould t e l l  me th a t  I  had 
som eth in g  l e s s  th an  c a n c e r . I  w ant him t o  t e l l  me th e  
t r u t h .  And th en  w h a tev er  tr e a tm e n t , su r g e r y , chem otherapy, 
w h a te v e r , b e g in  i t  a s  soon  a s  p o s s i b l e .  I  want t o  b e d e 
l i v e r e d  from w h a t's  w reck in g  and r u in in g  my l i f e .  And X 
want to  t e l l  you th a t  i f  God d e s tr o y e d  Sodom and Gormorah 
b eca u se  o f  h o m o se x u a lity , A m erica need n o t th in k  th a t  sh e  
i s  exem pt. And we have to d a y  a governm ent in  W ashington  
th a t  h as in  th e  C ongress a " g a y -r ig h ts "  b i l l  w hich  i f  i t  
p a ssed  w ould e s t a b l i s h  hom osexua ls a s  a b o n a f id e  m in o r ity ,  
l i k e  b la c k s ,  l i k e  women, l i k e  H isp a n ic s  and a l l  o th e r  p e r 
so n s  who a r e ,  by God A lm ig h ty , made d i f f e r e n t .

W e're a l l . d i f f e r e n t ,  e v e r y  one o f  u s .  We C h r is 
t ia n s  a re  a m in o r i ty .  But I  want to  t e l l  y ou , th a t  one who 
h as d e c id e d  to  be im m oral and r e p r o b a te  im m ed ia te ly  w aves 
a l l  r ig h t  to  m in o r ity  s t a t u s  and u n t i l  he or  sh e  c e a s e s  
to  be a law  b rea k er  and b e g in s  k e e p in g  th e  law s o f  man, and 
t h e r e ' s  a law  in  South C a r o lin a  th a t  s t i l l  sa y s  th a t  sodomy 
and h o m o se x u a lity  i s  a crim e and th e r e  a r e  law s in  t h i s  
Book th a t  c a l l  i t  a s i n .  U n t i l  we b e g in  m ee tin g  th e  s t a t u e s  
o f  man and God, th en  c a l l  i t  what i t  i s .

Then you lo o k  a t  th e  pornography in d u s tr y  w ith  
a fo u r  b i l l i o n  d o l la r  b u d get l a s t  y e a r  and r e a l i z e  th e  
fa m ily  i s  under v i c io u s  a s s a u l t .  And I  o f t e n  am a sk ed ,
" D on 't you b e l i e v e  in  freedom  o f  th e  p r e s s  and freedom  o f
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sp eech ?"  Sure I d o .. I  b e l i e v e  in  t h a t ,  t h a t ’ s why I'm  
s ta n d in g  h e r e  to d a y . B u t, I b e l i e v e  th a t  my freedom  o f  
sp eech  ends w here your w e lfa r e  b e g in s .  And i f  I d e c id e  
to  l i b e l  and s la n d e r  you w ith  my s p e e c h , I h ave broken  th e  
la w . I d o n 't  have th e  r ig h t  in  a crowded t h e a t r e  to  y e l l  
" f ir e "  b eca u se  I have v io l a t e d  th e  w e llb e in g  and r i g h t s  o f  
o t h e r s .  And I  sa y  th a t  L arry F l i n t ,  Hugh H e fn er , and a l l  
th e  r e s t ,  have no r ig h t  to  pour t h e i r  r o t - g u t  and v u lg a r  
pornography in t o  th e  minds- o f  b oys and g i r l s  and we ought 
to  have law s to  p rev en t i t  and put th e  p orn ograp h ers in  
j a i l .

Someone r e c e n t ly  ask ed  me, "D on't you th in k  th o s e  
two y e a r s  a g o , d o n 't  you th in k  th a t  L arry F l i n t  i s  a C h r is 
t ia n ?  That h e , Ruth C arter  S ta p le to n  le d  him  to  C h r ist? "
I  s a id  I ’d know in  30 d a y s . "What do you mean?" " I f  
a n o th er  copy o f  H u s t le r  h i t s  th e  s ta n d s ,  h e ' s  n o t .  Be
c a u se  i f  a m an's a C h r is t ia n ,  he c e a s e s  t o  p u b lis h  p o rn o g 
rap h y ."  Two y e a r s  have p a s t  and I  sa y  L arry F l i n t ' s  a 
phoney a s  a r e  a l l  o th e r  p orn ograp h ers who c la im  to  be r e 
l i g i o u s  and s t i l l  c o n t in u e  in  t h e i r  e v i l  and w ick ed  w a y s .

S o , th e  fa m ily  i s  in  danger in  A m erica to d a y .
Beyond t h a t ,  we h ave a le a d e r s h ip  c r i s i s .  The men and 
women a g e s  25 to  40 tod ay  in  1980 who w ould n o rm a lly  dur
in g  th e  1 9 8 0 ' s  assum e th e  le a d e r s h ip ,  e v e r y  a r e a  o f  s o c i e t y ,  
in  m e d ic in e , law , b u s in e s s ,  and e d u c a t io n , and g o v e r n m e n t ...  
have grown up f o r  th e  main p a r t  in  homes w here th e  prim ary  
b a b y - s i t t e r  h as b een  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  s e t ;  from  w hich  t h e y ’ve  
le a r n e d  m oral p e r m is s iv e n e s s .  T h ey 'v e  grown up in  p u b lic  
s c h o o ls  w here p r im a r ily  t h e y ’v e  le a r n e d  s e c u la r ly  humanism.

Humanism i s  n o th in g  more th an  g l o r i f i e d  a th e ism  
w hose prim ary m essage i s  a m o r a li ty ,  n o th in g  i s  a b s o lu t e ly  
r ig h t  or  wrong and w hose u lt im a te  g o a l i s  one w orld  -  s o c i a l 
ism . And i f  grow ing up under a p u b l ic  f e d e r a l  governm ent 
th a t  i s  a d v o c a tin g  w e lfa r is m , s o c ia l i s m ,  so m eth in g  fo r  n o th in g ,  
in  v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  work e t h i c  in  t h i s  Book. L et me say  
to  you th a t  i f  th e  a p o s t le  P a u l w ere a l i v e  tod ay  in  Amer
i c a ,  h e  would b e c a l l e d  a r a d ic a l  b e c a u se  P a u l s a id ,  " I f  
a man w i l l  n o t work, n e i t h e r  s h a l l  h e  e a t . ” And th a t  i s  
a p r e t t y  good d e a l f o r  to d a y .

I  t e l l  th e  s t o r y  a c r o s s  th e  co u n try  ab ou t my 
d o g s . I  h ave  fo u r  o f  them , u sed  to  have s e v e n te e n , b u t
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my w if e  made me g e t  r id  o f  some o f  them . I  have two w atch 
dogs who l i v e  in  th e  h o u se  -  l i t t l e  p o o d le s  who i f  th e y  
h ea r  som eth in g  a t  n ig h t ,  jump in  bed and w atch  w it h - u s .
We have two I r i s h - s e t t e r s  who l i v e  o u t s id e .  T hese a r e  b ir d  
dogs and th e  f e l l o w  who gave them to  me owned a superm ar
k e t  . He t o ld  me on th e  day h e gave them to  me what k in d  
o f  meat th ey  a t e  and how much and w here to  g e t  i t  and th e  
more he ta lk e d  th e  more I  r e a l i z e d  I  c o u ld n ’ t  a f fo r d  them . 
When he l e f t ,  I  w ent and bought a b ig  bag o f  P u rin a  and I  
gave them two h ea p in g  b ow ls f u l l .  Sure enough th e y  w o u ld n ’ t  
e a t  i t ,  but fo u r  d ays l a t e r  th e y  d id .  And i f  you g e t  t h e s e  
bums in  Am erica hungry enough , t h e y ' l l  go o u t and f in d  a 
jo b  and t h e y ' l l  go to  work and become p r o d u c t iv e  c i t i z e n s .

I  c e r t a in ly  b e l i e v e  in  S o c ia l  S e c u r ity  fo r  th e  
a g ed . Of c o u r se  we d o . We b e l i e v e  in  w e lfa r e  fo r  th o se  
who a r e  s i c k  or th o s e  who can  n o t  work b e c a u se  work i s  
n o t a v a i l a b l e ,  but I  b e l i e v e  t h e r e ' s  a g r e a t  m u lt itu d e  o f  
p r o f e s s io n a l  in d ig e n t s  o u t th e r e  who w ould n o t work in  th e  
p ie  shop e a t in g  th e  h o le s  o u t o f  th e  d o u g h n u ts . And P au l 
s a id  i f  th e y  w o n 't  w ork, l e t  them go hu ngry . T h is  co u n try  
h as g o t  to  g e t  o f f  th e  w e lfa r e  wagon or we a r e  g o in g  to  
l o s e  th e  s h ip .

So, I  b e l i e v e  th a t  Am erica i s  f a c in g  a freedom  
c r i s i s ,  a fa m ily  c r i s i s ,  a le a d e r s h ip  c r i s i s .  W hat's th e  
hope? F i r s t  o f  a l l  th e s e  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o ls  a r e  th e  h op e, 
s ix t e e n  th ou san d  s c h o o ls ,  fo u r  new o n es a day n e a r ly .
G reat t h in g s  a r e  g o in g  to  happen in  th e  n e x t  te n  y e a r s  I  
b e l i e v e .  I  b e l i e v e  th a t  we have to  ta k e  p a r t  o f  th e  blam e 
f o r  th e  f a c t  th a t  A m erica h as m urdered sev en  m i l l i o n  b a b ie s  
s in c e  th e  Supreme C ourt e d ic t  January '7 3 ,  Rowe v s .  Wade.
We have sto o d  b y , we have s a id  v e r y  l i t t l e ,  we have a llo w e d  
th e  C a th o l ic s  to  c a r r y  t h i s  h a u l a l l  by th e m s e lv e s .  We 
need  t o  su p p o rt men l i k e  S en a to r  Helms and o th e r s  who are  
t r y in g  to  put a human l i f e  b i l l  throu gh  C ongress to  s to p  
t h i s  carn age and s to p  i t  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  p o s s i b l e .

We n eed  a r e v i v a l  o f  p ra y er  in  our c h u r c h e s .
Not j u s t  t a lk in g  ab ou t p r a y e r , b u t p r a c t ic in g  p r a y e r . S e c -
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ondly, we need in our churches to inform our people on-what 
the issues' really are. How many of our people really know 
what the issues are? I know there are some sophisticated 
and complicated political and economical issues of which I 
am not versed enough to discuss, but, I believe that the 
foundation, the real support of this country lies with the 
moral issue. . -

And i f  w e’r e  g o in g  to  have God in  th e  camp w ith  
u s ,  w e ’v e  g o t  to  know th a t  a b o r t io n  i s  murder and i f  you  
want to  know w here l i f e  b e g in s  read  P salm s 139 when you g e t  
home. We’r e  t o ld  t h a t  l i f e  b e g in s  a t  c o n c e p t io n  and b e 
c a u se  we b e l i e v e  th e  B ib le  i s  th e  Word o f  God, we b e l i e v e  
th a t  i s  t r u e .  M ed ica l d o c to r s  a l s o  now b e l i e v e  i t ,  b u t i t ’ s  
a v e r y  lu c r a t i v e  b u s in e s s  to  k i l l  b a b ie s .

S e c o n d ly , we need  t o  b e v e r y  in form ed  ab ou t th e  
break-dow n o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  fa m ily  in  A m erica and th e  porno
g ra p h ic  d e lu g e  th a t  i s  c o r r u p tin g  our la n d . And we need to  
le a r n  th a t  th e r e  i s  som eth in g  we can do a b o u t i t . What do 
you do a c c i d e n t a l ly  when you ta k e  p o iso n ?  W e ll,  you  need  
an a n t id o t e  and I  b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  m oral s c e n e  in  A m erica  
i s  b e in g  p o l lu t e d  w ith  p o is o n  and we need  th e  C h r is t ia n s ,  
we need  th e  ch u rch es to  become th e  a n t id o t e .

I  s e e  th e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  o u t h e r e .  God b l e s s  
them . There was a day when th e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  had th e  su p 
p o r t  o f  th e  c o u r t .  That i s n ’ t  t r u e  anym ore. The c o u r ts  a r e  
a g a in s t  th e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  and to o  o f t e n  th e  n a t io n a l  m edia  
when th e  f a c t  i s  th e s e  a re  men who g iv e  t h e i r  tim e  and t h e i r  , 
l i v e s  and o f  t h e i r  own e x i s t e n c e  to  p r e s e r v e  us our c o n 
s t i t u t i o n a l  p r i v i l e g e s .  God b l e s s  t h e s e  men, l e t ’ s  pray  
fo r  them , l e t ’ s  su p p o rt them , l e t ’ s s ta n d  b eh in d  them .

Beyond t h a t ,  we need  to  g e t  our p e o p le  r e g i s t e r e d  
to  v o t e ,  e v e r y  one o f  our p e o p le .  I ,  l a s t  Septem ber, le a r n e d  
th a t  e ig h t  m i l l io n  e v a n g e l i c a l ,  fu n d a m e n ta lis t  C h r is t ia n s  
w ere n o t r e g i s t e r e d  to  v o t e .  W e ll, I ’m g la d  to  t e l l  you 
th a t  s in c e  C hristm as two m i l l io n  o f  th o s e  e ig h t  m i l l i o n  have  
r e g i s t e r e d  and t h e r e ’s  a m a ss iv e  Good C i t iz e n s  cam paign in  
p r o g r e s s  in  th e  ch u rch es o f  A m erica tod ay  to  r e g i s t e r  a l l  
th e  p e o p le .  Now th a t  d o es  n o t have to  be a p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e ,  
t h a t ' s  a c i t i z e n s h i p  i s s u e .  In  some s t a t e s ,  I  d o n 't  know 
i f  you can do i t  in  South  C a r o lin a , you can  do i t  r ig h t  in  
th e  church  b u i ld in g .  You can in  m ost s t a t e s .  I f  n o t ,  and 
you can n o t in  V ir g in ia ,  you need  to  f in d  ou t how many o f  
your p e o p le  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d ,  g e t  them r e g i s t e r e d  so  th a t  th ey  
can be r e s p o n s ib le ,  G o d -fea r in g  C h r is t ia n  c i t i z e n s  who a r e  
r e n d e r in g  u n to  C aesar th a t  w hich  i s  C a e s a r 's .
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And th en  f i n a l l y ,  we need  to  g e t  in v o lv e d . I  am 
ask ed  o f t e n  by th e  m ed ia , "You p r e a c h e r s  a r e  m ix in g  r e l i g i o n  
w ith  p o l i t i c s  and th e  Founding F a th e r s  a d v o ca ted  s e p a r a t io n  
o f  church  and s t a t e ."  So do w e. We a r e  v ery  s tr o n g  on 
s e p a r a t io n  o f  church and s t a t e  b u t we do n o t b e l i e v e  th e  
Founding F a th e r s  had in  mind s e p a r a t io n  o f  God and s t a t e .
That i s  what th e  l i b e r a l s  a r e  a d v o c a t in g . We b e l i e v e  th a t  
governm ent n eed s an in v a s io n  o f  God and we b e l i e v e  th a t  you  
and I ,  th e  C h r is t ia n  le a d e r s  in  A m erica, th e  C h r is t ia n  c i t i ' -  
zen s in  A m erica, have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  c r e a te  a m oral 
c l im a te  th a t  makes i t  e a s i e r  fo r  p o l i t i c i a n s  to  do r ig h t  
than  w rong. That h a s  n o t been  proved  in  r e c e n t  days i f  
you have been  f o l lo w in g  w hat i s  h ap pen in g  in  W ash ington .
The s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t  groups have hammered through  t h e ir  a n t i 
fa m ily  dogma.

W e ll, th e  t i d e ’s  c h a n g in g . I ’m g la d  to  t e l l  you  
th a t  a l l  a c r o s s  A m erica I  s e e  what I  s e e  in  South C a r o lin a .
The good p e o p le  o f  A m erica , and t h e y 'r e  n o t a l l  B a p t i s t ,  th e  
good p e o p le  o f  Am erica a r e  s a y in g ,  "We have had enough , " and 
th ey  a re  s ta n d in g  up and th ey  a r e  d o in g  so m eth in g . They a r e  
g o in g  to  th e  p o l l s  and a s  fa r  a s  I'm  co n cer n e d , th e  tim e i s  
lo n g  p a s t  overd u e when th e  good p e o p le ,  th e  m oral m a jo r ity  
o f  A m erica , G o d fea r in g , C h r is t  h o n o r in g , s to o d  up to g e th e r  
and s a id ,  "We’r e  n o t g o in g  to  have a man in  C o n g ress , in  th e  
S e n a te , in  th e  H ouse, in  th e  P r e s id e n c y , in  th e  G ov ern o rsh ip , 
who d oes n o t m eet m inim al m oral s ta n d a rd s  h im s e lf  or h e r s e l f ."  
I f  t h a t  i s  tr u e  o f  p a s to r s  i t  ou gh t to  be tr u e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
le a d e r s  a s  w e l l .

I  do n o t  th in k  th a t  e v e r y  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e r  n eed s  
to  be a born  a g a in  C h r is t ia n .  I  s im p ly  b e l i e v e  th a t  we need  
men and women who b e l i e v e  in  B i b l i c a l ,  m oral p r i n c i p l e s .
God b l e s s e s  th e  p r in c i p l e s  in  s p i t e  o f. th e  p e r s o n s . And i f  
ev er y  Congressman a s  w e l l  a s  our P r e s id e n t  and ev er y  s t a t e  
le a d e r  w ere u n b e l ie v e r s  a s  fa r  a s  th e  g o s p e l  i s  co n cer n e d , 
but b e l ie v e d  in  B i b l i c a l  and moral- p r in c i p l e s  and p r a c t ic e d  
and e n fo r c e d  them , God w ould b l e s s  Am erica b eca u se  he b l e s s e s  
H is w ord, He b le s s e s  p r i n c i p l e .
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I  b e l i e v e  th a t  we need  to  ta k e  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t io n  
to  w here our p o l i t i c i a n s  a r e .  We need  to  a sk  them , we need  
to  sp eak  ou t lo u d , " S ir ,  w here do you sta n d  on t h i s ,  and t h i s  
and th is ? "  We have met w ith  m ost o f  th e  p r e s id e n t ia l  c a n d i
d a te s  o f  b o th  p a r t i e s  lo n g  b e fo r e  any o f  them had p la y ed  
o u t .  That i s ,  we met w ith  everybody b u t Mr. K ennedy, we 
n ev er  c o n s id e r e d  him  a c a n d id a te . And w e, one by o n e , asked  
th e  q u e s t io n ,  " S ir ,  what do you b e l i e v e  on t h i s  i s s u e  and 
th a t  is s u e ? "  And th e  f a c t  i s  th a t  i t ' s  s u r p r is in g .

Our men go to  W ashington and p r e s e n t  one m essage  
and th e y  come back  home and k i s s  th a t  b a b ie s  and f o o l  th e  
p e o p le  and say  w e 'r e  good c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  B ib le —o r ie n te d  men.
We need  to  f in d  o u t fo r  su re  w hether th e y  a r e  and i f  th e y  
do n o t m eet up to  m in im al m oral s ta n d a r d s , we need  to  p u t a 
l i t t l e  p r e s s u r e  on them and change i t .  And i f  we c a n 't  
change them , we need  to  send  them home, f o r  good . And th a t  
a p p l ie s  to  th e  C o n g ress , and th a t  a p p l ie s  t o  e v e r y  S ta te  
House in  A m erica . The day h as come when G od's p e o p le  have  
tak en  t h i s  sta n d  and I'm  g la d  I'm  one l i t t l e  p a r t  o f  w h a t's  
h ap penin g  in  t h i s  c o u n tr y .

May I  sa y  t o  you th a t  what I'm  p rea ch in g  and ad
v o c a t in g  i s  n o t  p o p u la r  ev ery w h ere . B u t, I  th in k  we need  to  
d e c id e  th a t  i t ' s  more im p o rta n t to  b e r ig h t  th an  to  be pop
u la r .  And I  want to  t e l l  you th a t  I  do t h i s . ‘ When I'm  on 
a t a lk  show in  B a lt im o r e , l i v e  a s  I  was l a s t  F r id a y , w ith  
e v e r y  k in d  o f  p o s s i b l e  o p p o s i t io n ,  when I'm  in  C h ica g o , New 
Y ork, o r  w h erev er , w here th e  h e a t  i s .  th e  h o t t e s t ,  I  say  
i t  th e  h a r d e s t .  B ecau se  I  b e l i e v e  th a t  i f  we w i l l  sa y  i t  
lo n g  enough and su p p o rt i t  w ith  a g r e a t  volum e o f  p r a y e r , men 
and women, p aren ts', p a s t o r s ,  C h r is t ia n  e d u c a to r s ,  I  b e l i e v e  
God w i l l  h e lp  u s  to  tu r n  our n a t io n  around .

Y es , I  b e l i e v e  God lo v e s  A m erica. We a lo n e  have  
th e  means by w hich  to  g iv e  th e  g o s p e l  to  th e  w orld  and J e s u s  
d ied  fo r  th e  w o r ld , n o t j u s t  A m erica. I  b e l i e v e  J e su s  d ie d  
f o r  th e  w o r ld .

S e c o n d ly , I  b e l i e v e  th a t  God r a is e d  up A m erica to  
ta k e  c a r e  o f  th e  Jew s. I  b e l i e v e  th a t  l i t t l e ,  t in y  I s r a e l
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w ould n o t  l a s t  t h i r t y  days i f  i t  w ere n o t f o r  A m erica. And 
I ’m c h a l le n g in g  ev ery o n e  in  key  p o s i t i o n s  b eca u se  o f  what 
God s a id .  God s a id  to  Abraham o v er  4000 y e a r s  a g o , " I ' l l  
b l e s s  them th a t  b l e s s  yo u , I ' l l  c u r se  them th a t  c u r se  y o u ."  
And I  want to  be b l e s s in g  u n t i l  th e  R apture and th rou gh out  
a l l  e t e r n i t y .  My S a v io r  was a Jew , and we b e t t e r  sta n d  
by th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  Abraham.

And I  b e l i e v e  th a t  God r a is e d  up Am erica to  w in
p e o p le  to  J e su s  C h r is t .  God was w i l l i n g  t o  sa v e  Sodom and
Gormorah i f  th e r e  had been  te n  r ig h te o u s  p e o p le .  We’ re  
c a l l e d  th e  s a l t  o f  th e  e a r th  and s a l t  i s  a p r e s e r v a t iv e  
th a t  p r e v e n ts  s p o i la g e .  I f  th e r e  a r e  f i f t y  or  6 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  
b o r n -a g a in  b e l i e v e r s  in  A m erica , I  b e l i e v e  th a t  God h as a 
v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  in  t h i s  c o u n tr y . And I  th in k  th a t  M adeline  
and o th e r s  are  e n jo y in g  th e  g r e a t e s t  sta n d a rd  o f  l i v i n g  
th e  w orld  h as e v e r  known b eca u se  t h i s  o ld  la n d  i s  sp r in k le d  
w ith  a w h o le  l o t  o f  good s a l t . The s a i n t s  o f  God n a t io n  
w ide who lo v e  ev er y b o d y , b u t who j u s t  b e c a u se  we lo v e  s i n 
n e r s ,  d o e s n 't  mean w e 'v e  g o t  t o  lo v e  t h e i r  s i n .  And we
know th e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  th e  s in n e r  and th e  s in  and we 
have a m essage to  d e c la r e .

Can. God bless America again? I think he can.
Don Norman, I want you to come up here please. I want us 
all to sing a prayer. I'm forty six years old so I'm old 
enough to remember Kate Smith and a song that we and every 
chapel in public school would sing at least once a week,
"God B le s s  A m erica ."  You know, t h a t ' s  a p r a y e r . A f e l l o w  
from NBC ask ed  me r e c e n t ly ,  "You know p r e a c h e r , what do 
you th in k  A m erica n eed s  m ost? Energy r e s o u r c e s ,  or econom ic  
r e v iv a l? "  No, more th an  a n y th in g  e l s e  in  th e  w o r ld , Am erica  
n eed s God w ould b l e s s  h er  once m ore. We n eed  th e  b le s s in g  
o f  God more th an  we need  a r e v i v a l  o f  th e  d o l la r ,  more 
than  we n eed  a change o f  governm ent, more than  we need  ta p 
p in g s  o f  .the o i l  in  th e  'Southw est and in  A lask a  th a t  i s  
th e r e  now ad eq u ate  enough to  p r o v id e  a l l  o f  our n eed s  f o r 
e v e r .  I  sa y  more than  a n y th in g  e l s e ,  we need  th a t  God 
w ould b l e s s  A m erica.. And I  want u s to  s in g  th a t  p r a y e r ,  
and t o  s in g  i t  so  lou d  and so  c l e a r l y  t h a t  everybod y  in  
C olum bia, South  C a r o lin a ,  w i l l  h ea r  i t .

We were in Jackson, Mississippi, the other day, 
on the state capital steps, there's a twenty-five story 
building right beside the steps and as we were singing
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"God B le s s  A m erica ,"  we lo o k ed  up and th e  windows w ere  
opened a l l  th e  way up on th a t  s t a t e  o f f i c e  b u i ld in g  and 
p e o p le  w ere ou t th e  w indow s, h o ld in g  h an d s, s in g in g  "God 
B le s s  A m e r i c a W e  w ere p le d g in g  a l l e g ia n c e  to  th e  f l a g  
and a l l  th e  windows w ere open and everybod y had t h e i r  hand 
on t h e i r  h e a r t ,  p le d g in g  a l l e g ia n c e  w ith  u s .  T h a t 's  what 
w e'v e  g o t to  h a v e .

T h is  n a t io n  was b u i l t  by p e o p le  l i k e  you and me, 
n o t th o s e  f o l k s .  And w e 'v e  g o t th e  job  r ig h t  now, w e 'v e  
g o t th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  r ig h t  now, o f  m eetin g  G od's con 
d i t i o n  so  th a t  God can  b l e s s  A m erica a g a in .

Hey, j o i n  h a n d s, everybod y sta n d  and j o i n  h a n d s. 
E verybody. You husbands and w iv e s ,  i t  w ould b e  a good  
id e a  to  do th a t  a g a in . Everybody j o i n  hands som ew here.
Don Norman i s  g o in g  to  s in g  th e  v e r s e  and a ch oru s and 
th en  on th e  l a s t  v e r s e  and ch oru s h e i s  g o in g  to  a sk  you  
to  j o i n .  D o n 't j o in  in  u n t i l  h e  a sk s  you b u t when he a sk s  
you , I want you to  s in g  t h i s  l i k e  you n ev er  have b e fo r e .

-Then I'm  g o in g  to  a sk  B i l l  Monroe to  come and le a d  u s in  
our c l o s i n g  p r a y e r , b u t r ig h t  now, a l l  o v e r , you p o l i c e  
o f f i c e r s ,  our good f r i e n d s ,  j o in  hands o u t t h e r e .  E very
one j o in  h a n d s. S t a t e  em p loyees w e 'r e  g la d  y o u 'r e  h e r e .
J o in  hands and l e t ' s  s in g  i t  t o g e t h e r .  "God B le s s  A m erica ."  
Don?

. . .  SONG. . .

B oy, t h a t  w ould g e t  a P r e s b y te r ia n  e x c i t e d ,  
w o u ld n 't  i t ?  How many P r e s b y te r ia n s  h ere?  R a ise  your  
h an d s. Does th a t  g e t  you e x c i t e d ?  Amen.

I  w ish  a l l  th e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  I  know th a t  th e  
A ssem bly i s  n o t  in  s e s s i o n ,  i f  you a r e  h e r e  and you would  
l i k e  f o r  f o lk s  to  know y o u 'r e  h e r e  w ould you come on up 
h ere?  I '11  l e t  you in tr o d u c e  y o u r s e l f  and God b l e s s  you  
fo r  com ing. R ea l q u ic k ly  now, j u s t  b e fo r e  we have th e  
c l o s i n g  p r a y e r . . .a n y  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s ?  or  S en a to rs?  I  
s e e  Judge D a lk in s  back h e r e ,  my good buddy. God b l e s s  y o u , 
h e ' s  one o f  u s ,  Amen. Anybody a t  a l l ,  I ' l l  be g la d  to  
r e c o g n iz e  you and t e l l  th e  f o lk s  th a t  y o u 'r e  h e r e .  N ext 
tim e  we hope we can  come when e v e r y th in g  i s  in  s e s s i o n .
Maybe c r e a t e  a l i t t l e  more e x c ite m e n t .

A l l  th e  p a s to r s  and C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l a d m in is tr a 
t o r s ,  I 'd  l i k e  f o r  you to  m eet u s a t  th e  H o lid a y  Inn a t  
1 : 0 0 , t h a t ' s  t h i r t y - f i v e  m in u tes  from  r ig h t  now, t h a t ' s  
630 A ssem bly S t r e e t ,  n o t  fa r  from  h e r e ,  som eone s a id .
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One o 'c lo c k  f o r  a f r e e  lu n ch eo n , w e 'r e  p a y in g  f o r  i t ;  we 
j u s t  want you t h e r e .

I 'd  l i k e  to  t a lk  w ith  you in  d e t a i l  about what 
we can do to  change our n a t io n .  I  hope you w i l l  be t h e r e .
I  b e l i e v e  our n a t io n  i s  w orth  s a v in g .  I ' v e  j u s t  ask ed  God 
to  h e lp  me d u rin g  t h i s  n ex t y e a r . To s t i r  up enough d u s t ,  
g e t  enough f o lk s  mad or g la d , one o r  th e  o th e r ,  to  do some
th in g  about i t .  The tim e fo r  n e u t r a l i t y  i s  o v e r , th e  l i n e s  
a re  drawn.

I  want to  c h a lle n g e  you p r e a c h e r s , we need  some 
P a tr ic k  Henrys tod a y  who w i l l  s ta n d  up on t h e i r  h in d  le g s  
and c a l l  i t  l i k e  i t  i s .  I  k in d  o f  th in k  t h a t ' s  what you  
crow d s, you lo o k  l i k e  to  me th a t  k in d  o f  a crowd, and I  
want to  thank you f o r  b e in g  h e r e .

B i l l  M onroe, w here a r e  you? H ere ' s  an o ld  boy  
from F lo r e n c e , South  C a r o lin a . He b rou gh t 500 p e o p le  w ith  
him . I s n ' t  th a t  som eth ing?  B i l l  T h ro tn er , how many d id  
we r e g i s t e r  h e r e  today?  2500 p e o p le  r e g i s t e r e d !  Those  
who w alked  in  w ith o u t  r e g i s t e r i n g  we d id n ’ t  count you , 
w e 'r e  g la d  y o u 'r e  h e r e ,  but 2500 r e g i s t e r e d ,  s ig n e d  up and 
came i n ,  t h a t ' s  trem endous.

And I  hope th a t  t h i s  i s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a tu rn  
around in  t h i s  s t a t e  and in  our n a t io n .  Do you know what 
Governor James down in  Alabama t o ld  us?  We had 1 0 ,0 0 0  on 
th e  M ontgomery s t e p s  two w eeks a g o , he came ou t th e r e  w ith  
th a t  w o n d er fu l w if e  o f  h i s ,  sh e  p reach ed  f i r s t ;  I  d id n 't  
have enough tim e l e f t ,  sh e  came o u t a g a in s t  th e  Equal R ig h ts  
Amendment. She s a id ,  "I'm  f o r  e q u a l r i g h t s  f o r  women but 
I'm  a g a in s t  th e  E qual R ig h ts  Amendment. I'm  fo r  th e  fa m ily  
but I'm  a g a in s t  th e  W hite House C on feren ce  on F a m il ie s ,"  
and sh e  gave a l l  th e  B i b l i c a l  r e a s o n s .  Then h er  husband  
s a id ,  "Honey, can I  say  a word?" Then he g o t up and p reach ed  
and h e r e ' s  what he t o ld  1 0 ,0 0 0  o f  u s ,  h e  s a id ,  "Hey, w e 'r e  
C a t h o l ic s ,  Jew s, Mormons, F u n d a m e n ta lis ts , P r e s b y te r ia n s ,  
M e th o d is t s ,  E p is c o p a l ia n s ,  you name i t  i f  you can  pronounce  
i t ,  we have i t . "  He s a id ,  "Hey, you f o lk s  a r e  what t h i s  
co u n try  i s  a l l  a b o u t. We d o n 't  a l l  a g r e e  b u t we a l l  a g r e e  
on one th in g  and t h a t ' s  A m erica ,"  and h e  s a id ,  "Go back  
and g e t  a n o th er  5 0 0 ,0 0 0  and come down h e r e  and t e l l  u s  how 
to  run t h i s  p la c e .  Take i t  o v e r ."

I  want to  c h a lle n g e  y o u . I  w ould r a th e r  your  
govern or t e l l  you t h i s  b u t I ' l l  t e l l  you f o r  h im . Come up
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h e r e  and ta k e  t h i s  p la c e  o v e r  fo r  God, fo r  m o r a li ty ,  run  
t h i s  p la c e .  Put men in  h e r e  who b e l i e v e  so m eth in g . Take 
your sta n d  f o r  r ig h t e o u s n e s s .

I  was lo o k in g  around a moment ago fo r  Tom M oore, 
where a r e  you Tom? I s  Tom in  t h i s  crowd? Come h e r e  a 
m in u te Tom. H e r e 's  a f e l l o w ,  h e ' s  ru n n in g  f o r  C ongress  
o v er  in  C h a r le s to n  th e  f i r s t  C o n g r e ss io n a l d i s t r i c t .  H e 's  
a B ib l e - b e l i e v in g ,  fu n d a m e n ta lis t  C h r is t ia n . ,  Now, i t  i s  
n o t l e g a l  f o r  me to  en d o rse  anybody so  I  w o n 't do t h a t ,  
b u t I  j u s t  want tro in tr o d u c e  my b r o th e r  in  C h r is t  to  you .
And M arvin , I  want you to  g e t  to  know him  o v er  t h e r e . .
How many o f  you f o lk s  from th a t  area?  R a ise  your h an ds.
I  want you to  g e t  to  know him , Tom M oore's h i s  name. L oves  
th e  L ord, h e ' s  e v e r y th in g  I ' v e  p reach ed  tod a y  and a l i t t l e  
m ore. J u s t  w anted you to  m eet h im . Tom, say  a word o f  
g r e e t in g .

(Word o f  g r e e t in g )

Here i s  a p r ea ch er  who p a s to r s  th e  F lo r e n c e  Bap
t i s t  T em ple. He was a g o s p e l s in g e r  b u t he su r v iv e d  t h a t .  
T h is  young man w ith  th e  o ld  h a ir ,  your Don Norman and Robby 
H in e r , God s e n t  them to  me to  keep  me hum ble. So he su r 
v iv e d  i t  and h e p a s to r e d  one o f  th e  g r e a t  ch u rch es o f  our  
c o u n tr y . H e 's  one o f  th e  Board o f  D ir e c to r s  a t  L ib e r ty  
B a p t is t  C o l le g e ,  and by th e  way, h e ' s  th e  s t a t e  chairm an  
o f  th e  M oral M a jo r ity  i n  th e  s t a t e  o f  South  C a r o lin a , many 
o f  you a r e  members and w e, a h , th e  n a t io n a l  ch airm en , j u s t  
want t o  sa y  thank y ou . A lthough  t h i s  i s  n o t a M oral M a jo r ity  
M eetin g , I  want to  c h a l le n g e  you to  g e t  in v o lv e d .

L e t ’ s put our hand to  th e  w h e e l. And th e  more 
th e y  t e l l  u s we o u g h t n ' t ,  do th e  m ore. R ather I  t e l l  you  
w e'v e  g o t  them on th e  ru n . T h a t 's  why t h e y 'r e  r a i s i n g  th e  
d e v i l .  W e've g o t  them on th e  ru n . L e t ' s  keep  them on th e  
run

A l l  r i g h t .  God b l e s s  y o u , le a d  u s in  p ra y er  w i l l
you B i l l ?
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APPENDIX B

SAMPLES OF THREE LETTERS RECEIVED FROM JERRY FALWELL

AND THE MORAL MAJORITY
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August 5, 10S2

Hr. Roy Buckelew 
Route 1 Box 3BB 
Arkadelphia, Arkansas 71123
□ear Hr. Buckelew:

I have shocking news to share with you about Nuclear 
Freeze.

In fact, this news is so controversial and explosive 
that I've condensed it into a speoial report that I'm 
making available only to special friends of the Horal 
Hajority.

I call it my "Doomsday Report".
And I feel that every moral American concerned 

about preserving his freedom should have a copy of this 
terrifying, yet Informative, document.

Hy "Doomsday Report" contains vital, up-to-date 
information on:

* Where the United States stands in the arms race,
* Which states and towns would be destroyed 

first by a nuclear holocaust,
* What America's chances are of surviving a 
nuclear war,

* What America's alternatives are,
* And much, much more.
This report is comprehensive and reveals the true 

facts about why America must not adopt,a nuclear freeze 
policy at this time.

Hr. Buckelew, I want to send you my "Doomsday 
Report" because I believe you love America as much as I 
do and want to help save her.

r But I can't afford to send this document to you 
for free.

Right at this very moment, we are working and
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lobbylng In Hashington against a well-financed army of 
nuclear "freaz-nlks". and it Is costing us thousands of 
dollars. -

So I'm offering this disturbing, yet truthful, 
"Doomsday Report" to friends 1ike you who send a 
speoial gift of $25 or more to help us underwrite 
this project.

Mr. Buckelew, I can't impress upon you enough how 
vital it is that we continue opposing a nuclear freeze.

The liberals are pushing hard for it, and unless 
we let the President and Congress know right away that 
not all Americans want their freedoms jeopardized, a 
handful of hysterical radicals will end up dictating 
the destiny of our nation via unilateral disarmament by 
the U. S..

A nuclear freeze now would play right into the 
Soviets' hands!

All the radical "peace government" groups here in 
America are helping to pave the way for the Russians 
who are spending lavishly to finance anti-nuclear 
demonstrations all over Europe and North America.

These “peace" advocates oppose U. S. nuclear 
weapons no matter what the cost. But I believe our 
freedoms are too high a price to pay.

The Communists have proven time and time again 
that they will not follow the United States in a 
unilateral disarmament program.

They know there is no defense like a good offense, 
hr. Buckelew!!

America did not become great and powerful by being 
passive and scared. America became great because its 
people were willing to fight to preserve their 
freedoms.

Today liberals like Jane Fonda and Ed Asner are 
asking us to lay down our arms and turn our country 
over to the Communists and that's exactly what will 
happen if the United States submits to a unilateral 
nuclear freeze.

President Reagan and many concerned citizens and 
Congressmen are working hard to keep America strong and 
free.

But they are running into much opposition and 
unless you and I act fast, the liberals may win a
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victory that could cost us our freedom —  even our 
1ives.

The vote on the nuclear arms issue is very close 
in Congress, Hr. Buckelew.

And the Gallup Polls say that the majority of 
Americans agree there should be a nuclear freeze and 
an agreement made with Russia right away.

But the liberals aren't telling Americans the 
truth! They aren’t telling us about the impending doom 
we face if there is a freeze.

You can read all about this in my "Doomsday 
Report".

So please Mr. Buckelew, won't you rush me your 
special gift of $25? I must have your answer right 
away. Time is running out.

And in appreciation for your generous support, I 
am going to send you your own copy of my shocking 
"Doomsday Report".

Hill you help me save America? I will be anxiously 
awaiting your reply.

P. S. Hr. Buckelew, believe me, after you've read 
my "Doomsday Report", you will see why it’s 
vital ws prevent Congress from imposing a 
nuclear freeze.
Please send me the largest gift you can immedi
ately and in return for your aid. I'll rush you your 
own personal copy of this explosive report.

Sincerely

Jerry Falwel1
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S H O C K IN G , E X P L O S IV E

T o d a y  th e re  is m u ch  c o n tro versy  
o v e r w h e th e r  o r n o t th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
should  a d o p t a nuc lear fre e ze  policy.

J e rry  Fa lw ell has p u t to g e th e r a 
te rrify in g  y e t fac tu a l re p o rt s h o w in g  
w h y  and h o w  a fre e ze  w o u ld  
jeo p ard ize  A m e ric a  an d  o u r fre e d o m s .

H is  D o o m s d a y  R ep o rt con ta in s  
vita l in fo rm a tio n 'o n :

• W h e re  th e  U .S . s tan d s  in th e  
arm s race

•  T h e  s ta te s  and  to w n s  th a t w o u ld  
be d e s tro y e d  firs t b y  a nuc lear  
h o lo caust

» A n d  m u ch , m u ch  m o re

S o  don 't delay! S en d  
for your c o p y  tod ay .

f  LEASE RFTUfcN THE ENTIRE SHEET WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION *  *

>,r
i & X  i* <"-J f  ' J  i iS , ̂ v ft $ !«

M l !
n t o  ,T ■ -

D ea fJ jS r ty , k? A  ? * *  "»r &  '*  '“**« >

t I w aht to  H6lp the  Mpral M^jofjty w ork to  oppose a* hucJea^ j1-, I '
freeze,, Enclosed. <3 m y special gift to,.help f understand th feturp -n 
for my financial support yduWill rush  m e my ow n  copy of the ’'Z  v 
'D oom sday R e p o r t^ , . ,  , X ' * * * -  f  ,

E N C L O S E D  IS : *' * ^
n T  *, 4 K, if

o th er
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MORAL M AJORITY
V E R S U S

MILITANT HOMOSEXUALS

Dear Hr. Buckelew:
Where will it all end? The militant gays 

are on the attack again.
And they have vowed to put us under!
They know we are one of their major obstacles 

and I'm seriously alarmed because legislation has 
been introduced in the Congress which would give 
legal minority status to homosexuals.

We must not allow this legislation to become 
the law of the land.

The militant homosexuals have been reading 
the newspapers and they know we are going through 
a difficult financial period right now.

And they know there is a tendency for moral 
Americans to go back to sleep after the victories 
of the last few months. . .

They also know the attacks on the Moral Majority 
by our enemies have hurt us deeply.

But are we going to let them get away with 
passing legislation that could go far toward making 
homosexuality an acceptable lifestyle in this country?

I say "absolutely not!"
And this is why I'm writing you today,

Mr. Buckelew.
I desperately need your help to alert decent 

Americans everywhere about what the militant gays 
are trying to do so that we can defeat this "Gay 
Rights" legislation once and for all.

But this calls for sacrifice. There is no 
other way to win!

Therefore, I am asking you to send a special 
gift of $50.00 immediately.

Hr. Buckelew, I realize this is double the 
amount of the largest gift you've sent us this 
year, but believe me, your help has never been
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needed more.
If we don't fight to stop the militant gays, 

who will?
Religious groups cannot effectively combat 

them because there is legislation involved.
But the Moral Majority can!
We can go right into the hallowed halls of 

Congress .and fight till our last breath to defeat 
this legislation.

And the militant gays know this!
That's why they have vowed to destroy the 

Moral Majority.
They are already harassing me everywhere 

I go. Hundreds of them gathered together to stage 
a protest at my rally in Hawaii! They did the 
same thing in Madison, Wisconsin.... and many other 
places.

Believe me, the four-letter vulgar words, and 
obscenities they chant are disgusting, and their 
behavior is even worse.

I have enclosed a special newsletter for 
you today so that you can see for yourself just 
how bad the situation really is.

Militant gays visited Lynchburg recently and 
conducted a demonstration in front of the office 
at the Moral Majority. They called themselves the 
"Oral Majority".

They shoved literature into the cracks of our 
front doors. The literature indicated that they are 
mobilizing a national campaign to wip.e out Moral 
Majority.

So the fight is on!
Either we fight them in Congress or later, in 

the classrooms if school boards are forced to hire 
militant and.flaunting gays.

Which will' it be? The answer is up'to us
now!

We can and we must stop this "Gay Rights" 
legislation now before it gains any more momentum.
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At least 45 members of Congress have already 
agreed they will co-sponsor this bill!

you can see for yourself —  the gays are 
slowly but surely gaining support for their side.

So we haven't a moment to lose! Every day 
counts!

Just think what will happen if the gays 
succeed in their efforts to become recognized as 
a legalized minority group. This new bill would:

1) Prohibit discrimination on the basis 
of affectional or sexual orientation, 
which is defined in the bill as meaning 
male or female homosexuality, hetero
sexuality, and bisexuality by orientation 
or practice.

2) Add protections by law to the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and provide extension 
of the law to homosexuals for a cause of 
action in equal employment, housing 
sale, rental, financing and brokerage 
services, prevention of intimidation, 
and in federally assisted opportunities.

In effect, this legislation would not just 
prevent discrimination against militant homo
sexuals but give social acceptabilities to a 
perverted lifestyle.

Anytime a homosexual failed to receive a 
job, he could use this law against a prospective 
employer claiming he did not receive the job 
because of his sexual preference! Every school 
board and school principal would immediately be 
under tremendous pressure to expose our school 
children to militant and flaunting homosexuals.

Well, I say it's time the militant gays know 
once and for all we'will not tolerate this kind 
of pressure!

Does the law protect drug pushers?
Does the law protect-.bootleggers?
Does the law protect rapists?
Why then should the law all of a sudden start 

protecting militant homosexuals who. want to flaunt 
their perverted lifestyles in our faces?.
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So if you believe in the work that the rioral 
Majority has been doing in the past on your behalf, 
won't you help us now?

your generous gift for the amount i've requested 
of you today could make the crucial difference 
whether or not we can alert enough Americans in time 
to defeat this legislation once and for all.

Believe me, we haven't much time.
The gays are working this very minute to 

get more co-sponsors to back their bill.
They have vowed to put us under.
How it's up to you and me to make sure they 

don't succeed.
Please, please rush your gift of $50.00 

back to me immediately —  and then sit down and 
write your Congressmen to let them know how you 
feel about this vital issue! When you write your 
Congressmen refer to House Bill H.R. 1459 called 
the "Civil Rights Amendments Act of 1981".

So don't delay! Let me hear from you 
immediately.

Working to Save America,

Jerry Falwell
P.S. Remember —  there is nothing the militant 

gays would like totter than to see the 
Moral Majority destroyed.
We can’t let this happen!
So please —  dig deep into your pockets 
today and try to send me a gift for $50.00 
right away, Mr. Buckelew, to help us work to 
defeat the gay rights bill and continue the 
overall efforts of Moral Majority to return 
America to moral sanity.
Believe me, your help has never been 
needed more.
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M O R A L  M A J O R I T Y ,  I N C .

Mr. Roy Buckelew 
1401 S. Broadway 
Shawnee, Oklahoma
HQR1D

MORAL
MAJORITY

VERSUS
MILITANT 

HOMOSEXUALS
R E PL Y  FORM

74801

□  Yes Jerry ! HERE IS MY GIFT TO HELP 
C O M B A T  THE GAY R IG H T S LEG ISLATION AN D  TO HELP W ITH 
T H E O TH ER  M O RAL M A JO R IT Y  P R O J E C T S .

m

MAK E Y O U R  C HECK PAYABLE TO:

M O R A L  M A JO R IT Y ,IN C
P .O . R o \  1 9 0  

F o r e s t ,  V iit t in in  2 4 1 1 5 1

T H A N K  Y O U !  All c o n t r i b u t i o n s  art ;  d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  
(N o t  T a x  d e d u c t i b l e )

PLEASE RETURN TH/S ENTIRE FORM IMMEDIA TEL Y!
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R e c e n tly ,  th is  g ro u p  C‘ “ c m c s e x u a is .  c a llin g  th e m s e lv e s  th e  "  O ral M a jo r i ty  " ,  d e m o n s t r a te d  in f ro n t  of th e  M o ra l M a jo r i ty  H e a d q u a r te r !
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MORAL MAJORITY

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20003AUGUST 1981

MILITANT GAYS VOW TO PUT THE 
MORAL MAJORITY UNDER!

Is th is  w hat America is com ing to? M en'ioving men and w omen loving w om en? Look how th e se  militant gays 
openly flaunt the ir affection for one ano ther a s  they parad e  a round  half d ressed .

ORAL gA30f?f|g
This is the  crow d th a t g ree ted  me 
a t  my rally in Hawaii. I had  to  
block out th is four-letter word in 
th is  sign which m eans fornication 
b ecau se  it is offensive. But w ords 
like th is  a re  ch an ted  aloud by 
th e se  p e rv e rts  an d  a re  frequently  
found on the  signs they  carry.

The two m ilitant gays holding this 
sign recently  m arched in front of 
th e  Moral Majority National Capital 
offices. They call them selves the  
“O ral Majority."

Now gays can legally m arry! Notice 
the  tw o m ale figurines on th e  
w edding cake. Isn 't th is  repulsive?

408



www.manaraa.com

H.R. 1454, ‘‘CIVIL RIGHTS AMENDMENTS ACT OF 1 9 8 1 ” 
BY REPRESENTATIVE TED WEISS OF NEW YORK

SPONSOR

THIS PROPOSED MEASURE WOULD:

1. Prohibit discrimination on the basis of affectional or sexual orientation,
which is defined in the bill as meaning male or femaie homosexuality,
heterosexuality, and bisexuality by orientation or practice, by and 
between consenting adults. (HR 1454 - Sec. 8)

2. Add protections by law to the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and provide
extension of the law to homosexuals for a cause of action in equal
employment, housing sale, rental, financing and brokerage services, 
prevention of intimidation, and in federally assisted opportunities.

THE FOLLOWING LAWMAKERS ARE

California
Anthony Beifenson (D) 
John Burton (D)
Phillip Burton (D) 
Ronald Dellums (D) 
Julian Dixon (D) 
Mervyn Dymally (D) 
Don Edw ards (D)
Vtc Fa2io (D)
A ugustus Hawkins (D) 
Paul McCloskey (D> 
R obert M atusi (D) 
G eorge Miller (D) 
Fortney S tark  (D) 
Henry Waxman (D) 
Edw ard Roybal (D)

Colorado
Patricia S ch roeder(D )

C onnecticut
Stew ard  McKinney (R) 
Anthony Moffett (0)

District of Columbia
W alter F auntroy  (D)

Florida
William Lehm an (D)

Illinois
Sidney Y ates (D)
C ard iss Collins (D)

Maryland
Michael B arnes (D) 
B arren Mitchell (D)

M assachusetts
Barney Frank (0 ) 
Edw ard Markey (D! 
G erry S tudds (0)

CO-SPONSORING THIS

Michigan
John Conyers (D)
G eorge C rockett (D)

Minnesota
Martin S ab o  (D)

Missouri
William Clay (D)

New Jersey  
Jam e s  Howard (D)

New York
Jo n a th a n  Bingham (D) 
Shirley Chisholm (D) 
R obert G arcia (D)
William G reen  (R)
C harles Rangel (D)

LEGISLATION

Frederick Richmond (D) 
Benjamin R osenthal (D) 
Jam es Scheuer (D) 
Richard O ttinger (D)

Ohio
Louis S tokes (D) 

Oregon
Les AuCoin (D)

Pennsylvania
Bob Ega r (D)
Thom as Foglietta (D) 
William Gray III (D)

Texas
Mickey Leland (D)

W ashington 
Mike Lowry (D)
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JERRY FALWELL'S 
COMMENTS ON
PROPOSED 
GAY RIGHTS 
LEGISLATION

•  Homosexuality has been viewed as an abnormal condition. This measure would look upon it  by law as a normal 
condition in which certain laws should be extended to  assist homosexuals.

•  In effect, th is measure would not just prevent discrim ination against homosexuals but give them special privileges 
protected by law. Anytime a homosexual fa iled to receive a job, he could use th is  law against a prospective 
employer claim ing he did not receive the job because of his sexual preference. It could lead to the type of 
pressure which would in tim idate employers who might not want to  have homosexual employees in their 
establishment or could create a situation where some employers would hire homosexuals to avoid bad publicity or 
e courtroom confrontation.

•  There are certain professions in which other rights must be considered. Parents may not want to have their 
children taught by homosexuals. Yet, th is measure would prevent public schools from refusing to  hire any 
homosexual. Some of the homosexuals are the m ilitants who would use the ir positions as teachers to recru it and 
convince others — an activity which would be in opposition to the moral beliefs of many parents.

•  The situation o f homosexuals is not the same as those discriminated against because of race, color or national 
origin. A person's race, color or national origin is not a matter of personal choice; homosexuality is by choice! 
Homosexuality is a condition viewed by the overwhelming majority of moral people as abnormal, a disorder or 
unusual sexual preference. There is not real justification for such protection in the law.

•  Throughout history, homosexuality has been looked upon as an abnormal condition, a violation of the very purpose 
of sex (e.g. marriage, fam ily, etc.). This type of measure would give sanction by law to homosexuality.

When a local issue is at stake in any community across the land, we need to be able to help the side that stands lor
what is righ t and decent in America.
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W hen m ilitant gays can ’t g e t th e ir  way — WATCH 
OUT! D em onstra tions often get o u t of hand  and  
scen es  iike th is occur.

H ere tw o gays openly show  their affection for one 
ano ther. You will often find them  hugging, kissing, 
and  fondling each  o ther in public.

=HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP . . .

W rite to  your U nited S ta tes  R ep resen ta tive  an d  ask him how he or she s tan d s  on th e  Gay Rights 
Legislation HR 1454 now being p roposed  by R ep resen ta tive  Ted W eiss of New York.

Be kind in your req u es t for inform ation on his o r he r s tan ce  but be  equally firm in your req u est for an 
answ er. Finally, p lease sen d  to  th is  office any and all co rrespondence  you receive from your R epresen tative. 
The Moral Majority office is working diligently trying to  g a th e r all th e  inform ation necessary  to  defea t thts 
bill.

This is why your help  is so im portant! P lease w rite today to:

The H onorable (Your C ongressm an 's  Name)_________
H ouse Office Building 
W ashington, D.C. 20515

S end his reply to  o u r office a t: The Moral Majority
Suite 1. 499  S. Capitol St. .
W ashington. D.C. 20003

If we a re  to succeed , we m ust all work tog e th er an d  do it now. If w $ flood each  R ep resen ta tive’s office 
with le tte rs  le tting them  know how th e  citizens of the ir s ta te  feel abou t th is  issue, they will know the  
im portance we p lace on defeating  th is  new m easure . We will keep  you inform ed of each step  th a t th e  Moral 
M ajority is tak ing  in your behalf. This is a  m a tte r  of survival for our hom es an d  families. We need  you M M !  
P lease  w rite your R ep resen ta tive  today.

411



www.manaraa.com

JERRY FAIW ELI 
MORAL MAJORITY, INC. 
499 S. CAPITOL STREET 
SUITE 101
W ASHINGTON, 0 . C. 20003

W H O  IS THE
# 1  E N E M Y  O F
THE A M E R I C A N  FAMILY?
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W HO IS THE #  1 ENEMY OF THE 
AMERICAN FAMILY IN OUR GENERATION 7

Dear Friend,
I'm about to name the man that some people 

believe to be the greatest threat to the American 
family in our generation.

This man has been slandering and discrediting 
me and the Moral Majority for several months now.
And if he has his way, I will tell you what will 
happen...

...everything you and I have fought so hard 
for —  will go right down the drainJ

Here's the man's name:____ NORMAN LEAR]
But why do some people consider him to be so 

dangerous?
Because many, many people believe he is the man 

who has successfully brought filth and sexual per
version into ourlliving rooms and led the way to 
today's gutter programming.

Please let me explain:
Do you remember the program, "Mary Hartman, Mary 

Hartman"? Well, Norman Lear was the man responsible 
for this filth.

In fact, he's responsible for the series "Maude", 
"All in the Family", and many, many others.

Here are some of the program plots on the "Mary 
Hartman, Mary Hartman" show:

October 1, 1981

Mary's grandfather was found exposing 
himself to little girls.
Mary's sister was so promiscous that 
she didn't know which of her many 
boyfriends had fathered her baby.
Meryl and Wanda, friends of Mary's, on

413



www.manaraa.com

-  2 -

their wedding night went their separate 
ways —  he went to visit a prostitute—  
and she went to visit another woman with 
the idea of a possible lesbian attachment.

©  A, teenager who massacred a family of five 
also wound up killing two goats and eight 
chickens to give the show a "comic touch".

0 A male human with a "sexual problem" is 
taken to a veterinarian who offers him a 
testicle from a Great Dane.

-Ijcn=£><3t r arinH-pry. hnrnnggviia 1 i -t-y   w r u  rrnly ft
f w - nf the major ft,°"aii that +r. f i

It is no wonder that after viewing many of his 
programs —  anyone could say that Mr. Lear has per
haps contributed more than any other single person 
to the decline of moral values in our nation!

It has been estimated that as many as 150 
million man-hours a week have been spent watching 
Lear-produced programs. So I ask you, do you want 
your family exposed to this type of programming?

Would feel comfort-ahlp leaving home with 
y o u r  children watghing s o m e  of t-hese T.par-produced 
television programs?

r think decent Ameripang like you would answer 
this question with an emphatic "wn j11

But Norman Lear says you feel differently and 
now he's accusing us of trying to control the airwaves]

And if he succeeds in his slanderous attempts to
discredit me and the Moral Majority —  there is no 
telling what the future for television will hold for 
the American family.

I am not afraid to stand up against Norman Lear 
because I know we are standing for what is right!

But there are some people who are believing
his distortions and it is hurting our organization.
And now, Mr. Lear is accusing us of "censorship" 
and of denying Americans their First Amendment rights.

Well, we aren't trying to "censor" anything or 
■ anyone —  nor are we denying the public their First 
Amendment rights.

All we are doing is exercising our First Amend-
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ment rights to speak out against the smut, homosexuality 
and pornography with which Lear and his associates are 
so irresponsibly filling our airwaves.

After all, Lear had First Amendment rights to 
spew out his anti-moral values in his programs. So, 
don't we have the right to object to this filth if 
we do not want it brought into our homes?

Many impressionable children and young people 
believe what they see on television. i£"Tnliuehces' 
their moral values i “ ~ ~  ’ ‘ ' '«■ ■ ■" ■ I W P —

But do these programs reflect the morals of 
Americans as a whole?

Or do they reflect the views and life-styles 
of a minority Of individuals who are convinced that 
these are the type of programs the people really want? t

So what is Norman Lear so upset about? And 
what is he really up to?

Is Mr. Lear upset because he had possibly hoped 
to help bring R-rated movies and shows to national 
television?

Earlier this year. Moral Majority and the Coalition 
for Better Television succeeded in getting the major 
advertisers in America to refuse spending any further 
money on television programs with gratuitous sex and 
violence.

Is Mr. Lear upset because he is afraid to learn 
the truth —  to learn that the public doesn’t really 
want his type of programming?

He has mentioned that he is afraid that groups 
like the Moral Majority will keep his daughters from 
living out their fantasies —  but he never states what 
those fantasies are!

So what is Norman Lear's true purpose for launch
ing an all out war on me and the Moral Majority?

What is his purpose for'slandering our good name?
I think I know the answers —  and I'd like to 

share them with you by sending you a "Confidential 
Report on Norman Lear" so you can decide for your
self what his motives might really be.

I want to send you this "Confidential Report" 
in return for your financial support to the Moral 
Majority.

415



www.manaraa.com

-  4 -

Here's why I need your help.
f  As I mentioned earlier, Norman Lear has formed \
/ an organization to fight against us. It is called \
I "People for the American Way". And he has already I
I raised thousands and thousands of dollars and has /
\ produced nationwide television spots aimed against / J

This is why I urgently need your financial 
support...

...because in order for the Moral Majority to 
survive this slanderous assault we must run television 
spots immediately to correct the damage that is being 
done by Norman Lear and his organization.

And at the same time, we need to continue our 
efforts to clean up television.

And -- we need to continue publishing the Moral 
Majority Report newspaper and producing the Moral 
Majority Report radio program —  advising the American 
public of the moral crises facing us.

But my hands are tied without your help.
Your gift of $15, $25, or even $100 could make 

the crucial difference'whetKer or not we~can "set 
the record straight" and stop the lies t-.hat"~aye ’Heine 
spreacf aoout us once and for all.

We plan to do this by: (1) filming and distributing
television spots to combat Norman Lear's (2) printing 
the truth in our Moral Majority Report newspaper which 
is distributed to nearly 1 million homes, and (3) 
.continuing our radio program on over 400 stations.

So don't delay, please rush your gift of $15, $25, 
or even $100 back to me immediately in the envelope 
I've enclosed.

And in return for your special contribution, I 
will send you a copy of our highly "Confidential Report 
on Norman Lear".

I will be anxiously awaiting your reply.

Working to Save America, 

Jfg(rky F^Elwell
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C O N F IP E N T iA L  
REPORT
□
n

c

W hat exac tly  is N orm an Lear up to ?
W hy has Mr. Lear lau n ch ed  a  p e rso n al v e n d e tta  
ag a in st Je rry  Falwall an d  th e  M oral M ajority? 
Learn th e  a n sw e r  to  th e s e  a n d  m any o th er 
q u e s tio n s  in th e  "C o n fid en tia l R eport on 
N orm an L ear."

□  Lear's "h idden a g en d a" .
□  Why Lear is so  angry w ith  pro- moral 

citizens in America.
□  W hy Lear would not m eet w ith Dr. Falwell.
Q  And m uch, m uch m ore.

r.nNFlPy

Send For Your Confidential Report Today!

S i BMr. Buckelew, could you possibly send a special 
rift of $50.00 at this time?gift of $5
□Y ES I want to help correct the damage 
being done to the Moral Majority by Norman Lear 
and othez-s. Enclosed is my special gift to help 
with this and the other national programs.

□  Please send me a copy of the highly 
"Confidential Report on Norman Lear".

Mr. Roy Buckelew 
Rt 1 Box 358 
ArV.adelphia, AR 71923

H1JAD

ENCLOSED

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO: MORAL MAJORITY INC. (  N O T  T A X  D E D U C T A B LE  I
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APPENDIX C

SAMPLES OF MATERIALS FROM FILES OF " I  LOVE AMERICA" RALLIES 

AND FROM THE UNOFFICIAL ARCHIVES OF FALWELL * S 

ACTIVITIES AT LIBERTY BAPTIST COLLEGE
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STATE OF KANSAS

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION
Division of Architectural Services

^ \ lA ^

JOfIN CAflt/N.
JOHN e. HtPP. 
Dk*c1cx

1 2 th  F lo o r
S fn tu  <v r l<->w OulUtinQ  lOfhikA, Ka'iai* 
(913) 296  M 11

June 20, 1930
Old Time Gospel Hour 
Langhorne Plaza 
Lynchburg, Virginia 24514
Attention: Carol J. Hummer, Rally Coordinator
RE: "I Love America" Rally at Kansas State Capitol

on April 13, 1981
Dear Miss Hummer:
I vish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Juno 5, 1980 concerning 
the above subject activity.
"i an no longer involved in coordinating and approving the activities q/n, 
the State Capitol Crounds. ■ /
All future communication should be directed to Mr. William (X Naco, 
Superintendent, Buildings and Grounds Services, Room 1, Kansas Judicial 
Center, 3Dl_Kest Tenth" Topeka ,_Kar>.sas 66612, phone 913/296-3116.
By copy of_thia_ letter, I am forwarding your cortespondcnco. to Mr. Nate 
Tor~further action. ‘ ' ... .......

ry truly yodrs

ARTHUR D. JriNES
ADJ:gda

Mace

/ * z ' J
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STATE OF KANSAS

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS SERVICES

JOHN CARLIN 
Gcvwmcr

W f*f Si . Rowr> » 
Tup»ka. K « n u i  b06%9 *i»£w jtie

Ju ly  17,  1980

OLD TIME GOSPEL HOUR
Langhorne Plaza
Lynchburg, V ir g in i a  24514

A t te n t i on :  Carol J .  Hummer, R a l l y  Coordinator

Dear Ms. Hummer:

In rep ly  to  your l e t t e r  o f  June 5,  1980,  permis s ion i s  granted*to  hold a 
• p a t r i o t i c  and i n s p i r a t i o n a l  r a l l y  on Monday, April  13, 1981,  on the  south  
s t e p s  o f  the  Ca p i to l  b u i ld in g  from U : 0 0 - a . m .  u n t i l  12:30  p.m.

E l e c t r i c a l  hook-ups f o r  two 30-amp l i n e s  and th ree  or four  20-amp l i n e s  
i s  a v a i l a b l e .  »

The Capitol  Area S e c u r i t y  Pa tro l  w i l l  ad v i s e  you o f  parking a v a i l a b i l i t y  
upon your a r r i v a l  Apri l  13,  1981,  between 6 :00  and 8 :00  a.m.

As per a t e l ephone  c on v e r sa t io n  w i th  your s t a f f  member on Ju ly  15,  1980,  
you w i l l  make arrangements t o  hold t h i s  r a l l y  in another  l o c a t i o n ,  perhaps  
the C i ty  Auditorium,  in  c a s e  o f  inc l ement  weather .

I f  there  are  any fu r t h er  q u e s t i o n s ,  I may be reached a t  913 /296-3116 .

Re: "I Love America" Ra l ly  a t  Kansas S ta t e
Capi to l  on Apri l  13,  19S1

S i n c e r e l y ,

Wi l l i am G. Nace
Bu i ld ing s  and Grounds Super in tendent

WGN:em

cc:  J1m Murphy, Spec .  A ss t ,  t o  Secy,  o f  Admin i s t ra t ion
Captain Richard Hutcherson ,  C. A. S. P.
Arwin Bauman/ Carol Og le /Da le  Greeve 
Robert Menish/Lawrence Crawford
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I IjO M L  A M E R I C A *  O L D -T IM E  G O S E E I  - 1IO U R  *  L Y N C I U JU U G , V IR G IN IA  ★  2+514

SPRING ITINERARY "I LOVE AMERICA" RALLIES

11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Capitol Steps

FLORIDA Tallahassee Monday, March 3, 19 80
ALABAMA Montgomery Tuesday, March , 1980
LOUISIANA Baton Rouge Thursday, March 6, 1980
MISSISSIPPI Jackson Friday, March 7, 1980
SOUTH CAROLINA Columbia Monday, March 31, 19 8 0
ARKANSAS Little Rock Monday.,. April- -7 , 1980
TEXAS Austin Tuesday, April 8, 1980
OKLAHOMA Oklahoma City Thursday, April 10, 1980
MISSOURI Jefferson City Friday, April 11, 19 80
MICHIGAN Lansing Monday, April 21, 1980
WEST VIRGINIA Charleston Tuesday, April 22, 1980
INDIANA Indianapolis Monday, May 5, 1980
ILLINOIS Springfield Tuesday, May 6, 1980
IOWA Des Moines Wednesday, May 7, 1980

* Additional Information - Old-Time Gospel Hour Rally Office
Carol Hummer - 528-0531
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I LOVE AMERICA-At OLD-TIME GOSPEL IIOl.’H A  LYNCI UR lUJ.MUGI.NL V ^  2Y".l t

P r c u i h b e r  4 ,  1 9 8 0

r

Mr. William G. Nace 
Room 1, Kansas Judicial 
301 Heat 10th 
Topeka, Kansas 66612 .
Dear Mr. Nace,

Per my phone conversation with your office December 1, 1980, 
concerning the confirmation details for the patriotic, and inspira
tional "I Love America" rally. I am writing in reference to the 
change in the rally dates from April 13 to April 23, 1981.

Our plans upon'receipt of a confirmation letter will be for the 
rally to start at 11:00 A.M. until 12:30 P.M. with clearance desired 
after 6 A.M. on the capitbl steps to set up sound equipment. The 
remaining details Have already been written to you in a prior letter 
which I hope met with your satisfaction.

We look forward to coming to Topeka and appreciate the warm 
reception we have already received from your office.

If I can be of further assistance, or perhaps more informative, 
please do not hesitate to call me - 804-237-3798 or 237-3932.

Sincerely,

Rick Vigneullo 
Assistant Coordinator 
"I Love America"

RV/br
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STATE OP KANSAS

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS SERVICES

JC*HN CAMUN 301 w*"'l Wi n  S t . Rikwn

(Vivrtiic* 9J32HK 3i IBIntwka. KnufifM tv.fi 12

December 16,  1980

Mr. Rick V ign eu l l e  
A s s i s t a n t  Coordinator  
"I LOVE AMERICA"
Old-Time Gospel Hour 
Lynchburg, V irg in i a  24514

Dear Mr. V ig ne u l l e :

Re: "I LOVE AMERICA Ra11y--South Steps
S ta t e  Capi to l  B u i l d in g ,  Topeka, Ks.

In rep ly  to  your l e t t e r  o f  December 4 ,  1980,  permiss ion  i s  granted to  
change the  da te  o f  your p a t r i o t i c  and i n s p i r a t i o n a l  r a l l y  from Monday, 
Apri l  13,  1981,  t o  Thursday,  Apri l  23 ,  1981,  as r eq ue s t ed ,  p r io r  approval  
having been granted Ju ly  17,  1930.

E l e c t r i c a l  hook-ups f o r  two 30-amp l i n e s ,  arid three  or four 20-amp l i n e s  
are  a v a i l a b l e .

The Cap ito l  Area S ec u r i t y  Pa tro l  w i l l  ad v i s e  you o f  parking a v a i l a b i l i t y  
upon your a r r iv a l  Apri l  23 between 6 :00  and 8 :0 0  a.m.

As per our t e l ephone  co n v e r sa t io n  in  J u l y ,  you may wish to  make arrange 
ments t o  hold the  r a l l y  in  some o ther l o c a t i o n  in  case  o f  inc l ement  
weather .

S i n c e r e l y ,

( i  . 7  t. <

Will iam G. Race
B ui ld ings  and Grounds Super intendent

WGN:em

cc :  Jim Murphy, Spec.  A s s t ,  t o  Secy,  o f  Admini s trat ion
Capt.  Richard Hutcherson,  C.A.S.P.
Arwin Bauman/Carol Og le /Da le  Greeve 
Robert Menish/Lawrence Crawford 
Capi to l  Complex A c t i v i t i e s

C o ff/tw cc / 6# ~ /M r S i i fc /  /•? / .  A  f i n / £ • /
/  L* *>,■ - I t -
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T O PE K A -D O W N T O W N
K A N SA S

February 11, 1981

I LOVE AMERICA SINGERS 
Mr. Rick Vegneulle 
701 Thomas Road 
Lynchburg, VA 24514
Dear Mr. Vegneulle:
This is to confirm the following arrangements made at Holiday 
Inn Downtown: A total of 17 rooms for May 23, 1981 has been
blocked. Please send us an advanced rooming list and a 507. 
deposit by May 9, 1981.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for making 
these arrangements with us and can assure you that our professional 
staff will accommodate your every need.
If we can be of any additional service to you, please contact our 
Sales Office at 913-232-7721.
Sincerely

Larry Lovett 
Director of Sales

Marge Short 
Director of Catering
LL:MS/jn 
Enclosure

914 MADISON TOPEKA, KANSAS 66607 PHONE 913/232-7721
OPERATED BY SHOCK MOTEL CORP. UNDER LICENSE
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SVoOt~yt\

605 f'AIRLAVVN
TOPEKA, KANSAS 66606

OF TOPEKA-WEST

TELEPHONE 2 7 2  80-iCJ. A .C . 9 1 3

February 12, 1981
Mr. Rick Vignuelle 
I Love America 
701 Thomas Road 
Lynchburg, Virginia 2451A
Mr. Vignuelle:

Thank—you for scheduling the I Love America Luncheon at Holiday 
Inn West of Topeka for April 24th, 1981. We will look forward to hosting 
your group as you continue your tour of the State Capitols.

I have reserved six (6) sleeping rooms in Randy Rubolds name 
for arrival on the 24 th of April. Four of these are double rooms; 
the other two are singles. The singles are side by side rooms, 
near the lobby for a Mr. Bill Faulkner.

Your confirmation for the luncheon is enclosed. Could you please 
check the details to insure they are correct, sign it and return 
it to me. There is a copy marked customer for your files.

If I can be of further service to you, please call me.

Sincerely,

Annette Cavanaugh 
Catering Coordinator

Enclosure

y o u r  h o s t  f r o m  c o a s t  t o  c o a s t
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i J ^ l p

g l c c e l e r a t e b

C f j r i b t i a u

February 19 ,  1981

Rick V ign eu l l e  
A s s o c i a t e  D i rec tor  
I Love America 
701 Thomas Road 
Lynchburg, VA 24514

C b u c a t i o n ,

S u e .

Dear Mr. V ig ne u l l e :

Wil lard French o f  the  A.C.E.  O f f i c e  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Education  
mentioned you would l i k e  a l i s t  o f  churches  th a t  use  the  
A.C.E.  Program in Kansas.  His understanding was the  l i s t  
would be used to  promote the  I Love America Ra l ly  in th a t  
s t a t e .

Although i t  i s  a long  s tand ing p o l i c y  fo r  A.C.E. not  to  
send ou t  l i s t s  o f  churches  th a t  use the  program, we c e r 
t a i n l y  want to  cooperate  wi th  you in the  r a l l i e s .

D onald R. H ow ard. Ph.D .
P r e s i d e n t

I f  you w i l l  send the  mater ia l  to  Wil lard French,  he w i l l  
be glad  to  mail  i t  f o r  you from here .

R onald E. Jo h n so n . Ed.S.
V ic e  P r e s i d e n t  
D e v e lo p m e n t

D aniel M addalena 
V k .o  P»O S«dcnt ^

F in a n c e

Because o f  Calvary,

Lewis Bridges  
Vice Pres ident  
Extens ion D iv i s i o n

Lewis B ridges
V ice  ru 'S td c fM LB: mb

E x te n s io n

2 GGD A t e  C a n e

C e u itB u lU c . ftexziG 7 3 0 6 7

( 2 M > *1 6 2 -1 7 7 6

h i e
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STATE OF KANSAS

JOHN CARUM 
Q o w n v

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS SERVICES

March 10,  1981

301 West t&m St . Room 1 
Topeka. Kansas 6C612 
»1»296-311»

Mr. Rick V ig neu l l e  
A s s i s t a n t  Coordinator  
R al ly  O f f i c e  
701 Thomas Road 
Lynchburg,  V ir g i n ia  24514

Dear Mr. V ig ne u l l e :

Re: "I Love America" R a l l y — South Steps
S t a t e  Capitol  B u i l d i ng ,  Topeka,  Ks.

Th is  l e t t e r  i s  w r i t t e n  to  confi rm your t e l ephone  c a l l  o f  March 10 ,  1981,  
wi th  t h i s  o f f i c e  r e qu es t ing  the  da te  o f  the  "I Love America" r a l l y  be changed 
(because  o f  a t ypographical  e r ro r )  from Thursday,  Apri l  23 ,  1981,  t o  Fr iday ,  
Apri l  24 ,  1981.

I f  we can be o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e  l e t  us know.

S i n c e r e l y ,

/ ’{ r , 'l 
Wil l i am G. Nace
B ui l d in gs  & Grounds Super intendent

WGN:hr
cc :  Jim Murphy, Spec.  A ss t ,  t o  Secy,  o f  Admin i s t ra t ion

Capt.  Richard Hutcherson,  Capi to l  Area S e c u r i t y  Patrol  
Arwin Bauman/Carol Ogle /Dale  Greeve 
Robert Menish/Lawrence Crawford 
Capitol  Complex A c t i v i t i e s
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1
OF. Topeka t o t S .

BROCK HOTEL CORPORATION

^ c u iq u e t  ‘3 ’u n ctfon  c4 g teem (> n t

ROOM V e ra a illa s  C---------------- ------ -----

j  function tuachaoo ......... ........

IN CHARGE Hick V ignue lle / Eaady Ssbold

ORGANIZATION____

t-AY_____ *c±dajc_ -— — i— DATE------A p r il  2 4 th , 1981 1 MS liO O p.a.-JjC O p.n.

- la h ra a ry - H th  , - 1981— •—  --------by A nnetta C ncam gh  — .......— -PATE ARRANGED

DDRESS— 701 .B n w  J ta a d —.. l^ a c k k w i ,  .V irg in ia  -. 24514

: USINESS PHONE 1-804-^257-3798—_________   _,H0MF PHONE .

cFood SeMoe
! ME OF SERVICE_l.l00pj*n«_ 
I;UMBER OF PERSONS.
T Will u t  kmovJ

X
— Goo-Joo)

MENU
B richet o f  Beef Ja x d ic e rra  
Toaoed Creen S alad{ D ressing 
Ion; O 'Brian
... - B uttered  P o ta to es  -

i■ ’ in <nd Better 
reevge (c o ffe e , te a  e r  a l l k )  

kirrtan Chocolate Ccfca

T I M E

COFFEE BREAK'.

BEVERAGE
—Hana

FOOD

CTC"/ ( )oo /i<-P £ a n  f t  fiquiprvH ’tit

•Haft
TIME Kan*
■NUMPfii Pi BAR:. 
SPECIALS

ALL FOOL- I- BEVERAGE SUBJECT TO 15%. GRATUITY & 
SALES TAX

lv _

price per Cover $6.25++ - $7.50 In c lu s iv e
BREAKS:. COFFEE - ..........— SOFT.. .. ....___
DANISH TEA . . JUICE................... ....
BAR MINIMUM ...................... ..................
ROOM PI N I A!, jjjjjjg ...................................... ......
THERE WILL. Sfc A CHARGE FOR FUNCTIONS CANCELLED 
LESS THAN PRIOR TO SCHEDULED IIME. ALL
CANCEl.l AUCNS -MUSI I IE MADE Dll IE Cl cY Wl IH THE 
CATERING OPFIC-

DE'TJS' i 
mi. i 'N-". a; 
CAT EIS:. ■-

Hone re p a ire dH..;. •. M,,r. DlrecJ.
fk. i ' N - J l ,  T H R U  F F i

B aited  head ta b le  f a r  10 ml podiun, 4 Hike

Tables to  b* s a t  a s  th e  g u e s ts  can b ea t 
see th e  gn ast epeakar.
W ill b rin g  th mix awn « o w i s y s ts n .

■ S P E C I A L  REQUIREMENTS

jL'i'ifU;: • ll! ._'■Li'.inf! a(,' ! - ’l'im;';
OUR C-A'in’i'.-G PH’An.M!. NT REQUIRED TT HRS NUiTCE 
PRIOR TO 1“ *. DA • <•). T■ if' FUNCTION TO T H E  GUAR
ANTEED NUMBER, of PEL)1 I.E WHO Wl  BE I T i ENDING
THIS IE’. TMi: NUMFif IT YOU .WILL BE CU‘' ; Gf-D cOH. ALL 
PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO 15% SERVICE. '' M A R G E .  L O C A L .  
AND SI ME SALE!- I AX.  . _

n u m b f P *“1®* t a x ) .....
Visr/ca..  .ORGANIZATION.̂  ̂ .. ..., 

SIGNATURE , ^ ‘ '

CUSTOMER
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Undated Spring "I Love America" Knlly ScUetluli'

Monday, April 20, 1981.... ..Denver, Colorado
Tuesday, April 21, 1981...................... Cheyenne, Wyoming
Wednesday, April 22, 1981.....................Travel
Thursday, April 23, 1981.......     . . . l.incol n, Nebraska
Friday, April 24, 1981.................. ..... Topeka, Kansas

Thursday, May 14, 1981........................ Billings, Montana (Look Up America)
Friday, May 15, 1981......................... Helena, Montana
Saturday, May 16, 1981..... ..................Travel
Sunday, May 17, 1981........ ............. ....Travel
Monday, May 18, 1981... ..................... Olympia, Washington
Tuesday, May 19, 1981... .................... Salem, Oregon
Wednesday, May 20, 1981....^..................Travel
Thursday, May 21, 1981...... V................. Boise, Idaho
Friday, May 22, 1981......................... Salt Lake City, Utah
Saturday, May 23, 1981.............  ....Travel-
Sunday, May 24, 1981..........................Travel
Monday, May 25, 1981......... ................Travel
Tuesday, May 26, 1981........................ Carson City, Nevada
Wednesday, May 27, 1981.......................Travel
Thursday, May 28, 1981........................Honolulu, Hawaii

FALL RALLY SCHEDULE: _JL ^  iM-
^  4 r  1

Monday, September 21, 1981............. s ,.... Augusta, Maine \ -ft
Tuesday, September 22, 1981............ k..... Montpelier, Vermont \
Wednesday, September 23, 1981.... ............ Boston, Massachusetts \
Thursday, September 24, 1981..............Providence, Rhode Island 1
Friday, September 25, 1981....................Hartford, Connecticut I
Monday, October 5, 1981...................... Dover, Delaware \
Tuesday, October 6, 1981,.....,,........ ..Annapolis, Maryland ) « yjtf-
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IU O V E A M E R IC A  ★  O LD -TIM E G O S P E L  HOUR ★  LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA ★  24314

To: Members of the LBC Faculty
From: Randy Rebold

The 1981 "I Love America" touring season has already come upon iib,
The " I  Love America" team is comprised of the LBC Singers, the S o u n d s  o f  
Liberty, and approximately ten other students from LBC. Over the years, 
misunderstandings resulting from a lack of communication have occurred, 
and we sincerely desire to prevent this from ever happening again. F o r 
this reason, I am writing you to ask for your full cooperation in helping 
to aid the students who have to be gone from school for the I.L.A. rallies. 
(In no way am I asking you to make the course any easier for the student,
I am asking you, however, to help me with a creative alternative for the 
time that they are traveling). Contrary to popular belief, the young
people on the I.L.A. team must work very hard in order for the rallies
to be successful. A typical schedule would be:

* Travel to the state where the rally is to be held
* Meet at the Capitol at 6:00 AM
* Set up equipment (2h hours)
* Get dressed, rehearse, have devotions (done by 9:30 AM)
* Greet people
* Pre-rally music begins at 10:00 AM
* Rally begins at 11:00 AM and ends at 12:30 PM
* Guys tear down equipment
* Girls host Pastor's Luncheon
* 3:30 PM - Leave for the next state. (Usually an all-night drive)

As you can imagine, the "fun" disappears very quickly. It is a very 
tiring schedule both physically and mentally. It is unreasonable to ex
pect the students to do everything required of them as a result of the 
rallies, and at the same time be able to do an entire week of school work.

Dr. Falwell, Dr. Guillerman, and Don Norman have all asked me to 
inform the teaching staff of the schedule, and to discuss any problems
that might .occur as a result of it. . If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to call me. My office phone is: 237-3932.

In Calvary's Bond

Randy IJpoold
Director of I.L.A. Rallies

RR/jp
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MEMO: To all LBC Faculty
SUBJECT: Students involved in the Spring "I LOVE AMERICA" Rallies

The two enclosed letters are of importance to you if any of the 
students listed below are in any of your classes.

Ralph Hagner Donna Pinchbeck
Brad Frailey Lois Starr

Bob Gallina Natashia Coley
Chip Petite Vanessa Davis
Marty Bawtinhimer Jenny McCoy
Luann LaTOur Jeff Hartman
Kerry Beckstrom David Fagg

Joni Berry Danny Scruggs
Mindy Duttera Greg Rice
Monica Parsons Dan Shook 

Brian Freese 
Lynn Derks

P.S. Also enclosed is a copy of the Spring and Fall "I LOVE AMERICA" 
itinerary to show the dates that the above students will be out 

of class.
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s t a t e  ____________ttlnnaauta...
O U T  St. Paul
DATE O r RALLY Sept. 16, 1980_______ TIME O r RALLY 11:00a.m. - 12:30p.m.___
LUNCHEON TO BE HELD AT The "Radisson" TIM S OFLUNCHEON 1:00p.m. - 3:00p.m.
ADDRESS 11 E. Kellogg Blvd. St. Paul, Mn. 55101_______ PHONE . » 612-292-1900 Ext. 2237
DISTANCE FROK SH E  CAPITAL 3 or A blocks .____________________________________
RESERVATIONS PLACED IN  THE H A K E  OT Rick Vigneulle jcnpimi, 8<|q Kco/i. J
HOTEL EMPLOYEE IN  CHAROE OS LUNCHEON Mary Doyle - Ann DeJoy_________________

isn inn Per PersonIIUM BSR  OF RESERVATIONS MADE 15U-/UU______________________COST $ ^-50 + 4% + 15%

XT,XIV Turkey & Dressing. Mashed Pot.w/Gravy,Cranberry Sauce, Buttered Corn,Rolls,ApplePie. Cotfec, Tea, Milk
STA r r  H O T E L  Holiday Inn State Capital_________________________________________
ADDRESS __________ 161 St. Anthony   p h o m h  U 612-227-8711
RESERVATIONS PLACED IN  SHE H A K E  OF I Love America -Randy Rebold or Rick Vigneulle
NUM BER OF RESERVATIONS K A D E_______ 6_________________   COST 8 3 8 .0 0  Single

4 5 .0 0  Two per Room
H A K E S OF THOSE ST A T IN S IN  HOTEL

Dr. Falwell__________  ;_____________   ,_______ ___^  1 2-e~~
■Bill Faulkner

1- Don Norman
1- Robbia Hiner
2 -̂ ''ftandv Rebold

DISTANCE FROM THE CAPITAL Across the street
TEAM HOTEL Travel Lodee
ADDRESS 149 E a s t U n iv e r s i ty  Ave. S t .  P a u l 55101 PHONE # 612-227-8801

I Love America - Randy ReboldRESERVATIONS PLACED IN  THE H A K E  OF .
5 rooms w/5 people

B1JM EES OF RESERVATIONS MADE 10 Rms. 2 rnomc w/ ? rP p̂-|? COST » 390.55 Total2 Rooms 3 Roo^s w/2 „
H A K E S o r  THOSE 8IA T IH O  m  HO TELT2
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DISTANCE FROM SHE CAPITAL -3 blocks________________ •___________________
HOSTING PASTOR Dr, R. . A .  Angwin _______CHUHCH Temple Baptist Church_______
ADDRESS " 200 W. 7th Street CITY s.-. p.t .1________________________
PHONE 0 612-222-6066 fHQMEI________________(CHURCH)
WILE SUPPLY CHAIRS: YES XX HO_______HUMBER OF CHAIRS TO BE SUPPLIED 200
MORAL MAJORITY STATE REPRESENTATIVE PtSTV* £f> UOJ/Udo/O - //jLSO ftCMMA / }Af6aJ;/ j ); t  ;  ' >,^55  •'
CHURCH AAPTfJT' & & *£& / ADDRESS SVVO0 A66tfC

city . , /M/J 5 6 o j , f  PHONE u L ■ ..._________
NUMBER OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS INVIIED TO RALLY (LIST COMPILED FROM
EPSILON, A.C.E., AND OTHER CHRISTIAN SCHOOL DIRECTORIES)________________________
NUMBER OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS THAT HAVE PRB-BEOISXERBD ________
ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE BASED ON rXOUHRS GIVEN BY PRE-REQISXERED
SCHOOLS ... ...
HUMBER OF PASTORS AND CHURCHES ZNVIXED TO RALLY (LIST COMPILED FROM 
EPSILON, B.B.F., AND OTHER CHURCH DIRECTORIES)_________________________ ________
NUMBER OP PASTORS W H O  HAVE FRE-REGISXERED__________________________ ________
ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE BASED ON FIGURES GIVEN BY PRE-REGISXERED
PASTORS_____________________________________________________________ ________
ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE BASED ON COMBINED PUB-REGISTERED CHRISTIAN
SCHOOLS AND PASTORS ________
NUMBER OF POST CARDS SENT TO STATE SUPP0RXER3 OF OUR MINISTRY ________
MILEAGE BETWEEN RALLY LOCATIONS:
rEOM___________________!_TO_____________________13_____________________MILES
ESTIMATED TRAVEL TIME  ______________________________________________________

NOTES
EUS PARKING - (Lot K) - Refer to map. Check with Capitol Security (612-296-6741) on 
arrival and they will instruct us as to wehre we can park our ILA (A) vehicles.
(Bill Lunvs or Steve F c h n a g e l )  _______________________-___ __
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II-O V E  A M E R IC A  O LD-TIM E G O S P E L  HOUK ★  LVNCI IRUHG, VIRGINIA ★  24514

I ased your help to make the "I Love America" Rally a success. It 
is being held in Raleigh on your Capitol Steps at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, 
November 2, 1979.

I know you want to be there because you believe in freedom for our 
Christian schools and you stand with us in our fight against abortion, 
homosexuality,'pornography, and intrusion by the government in the affairs of 
local churches.

Following the rally you and your associate with your wives are invited 
to attend a luncheon. I would like to take this time to fellowship with you 
and further discuss what we can do to bring America back to God.

I sincerely plead with you to attend this rally and bus as many of your 
people as possible. You and your people are needed to take a stand for 
fundamentalism and religious freedom.

I know it is a sacrifice to give up a day from your busy schedule— also, 
it will take sacrifice to pay the cost of transportation and meals... 1 know 
because I will be conducting rallies in most of the state capitals.

But sacrifice is the essence of Christianity and sacrifice is the 
foundation of our nation.

We must convince state legislators that the Bible-believing churches 
and the Christian schools are a powerful force for good in each state. And, 
they must be made to rea.liEe that we are large in number, growing rapidly—  
and will not be harassed!!

I read the other day that the 56 signers of the Declaration of 
Independence made a sacrifice. Most of them either lost their money, their 
families or their lives, because they were willing to back their signature 
with total commitment.

I humbly ask you to have your people at the State Capitol by 11:00 a.m. 
on November 2, 1979, to let the nation know that Christians will defend their 
freedom.

r " \

October 1, 1979

Dear Pastor and Administrator

434



www.manaraa.com

COPY
DATA SHEET FOR "I LOVE AMERICA" RALLY 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
Thursday, November I, 1979

1. The rally begins at 11:00 A.M. on the Capitol steps. It will end at 12:30 P.M.
(A preliminary music program begins at 10:00 A.M.)

2. It is imperative that one representative from each church, school, or organization 
check in at the registration table as soon as you arrive at the rally site.

3. Pastors and administrators, be sure to take your place in the reserved seat section 
as designated. You will be introduced, whom you represent, where you are from, and 
how many came with you to the rally.

4. Students and chaperones should bring a box lunch to eat on the bus.
5. Each school is responsible for their own students. Make sure there is a "count" on

each bus before you leave Atlanta. Please bring enough adults to supervise the 
students.

6. If you intend to visit historical sites in the area, please make your own plans and 
schedules.

7. Testimony is so important at public functions, please observe signs concerning the 
grass and no littering. In order to hold the rally, we must stay off the grass.

8. We suggest that no posters or banners be brought to the rally.
9. If there is any problem (lost items, missing students, etc.) please phone the

Capitol Police.
10. The luncheon for pastors and school administrators for the "I Love America" rally 

is located.
Marriot Hotel - (reservations only)
Courtland & International 1:00 P.M.-2:30 P.M.
Atlanta, GA 30303

11. Girls and women in dresses would be appropriate.
12. Since this is a "Rally"--enthusiasm and cheering is welcomed.
13. We suggest you bring only students in the 7th grade or older unless you live within 

the metropolitan area.
14. Restrooms are available in the nearby public buildings.
15. Buses should park, unload and load, along the west side of Washington Street.

Please do not block entrance and exit driveways.
16. In the event of rain the rally will STILL be held. Check in at Capitol grounds as 

to the rain location.
17. Additional Information: Rally Co-ordinator--Carol Hummer

Phone: 1-804-528-0531
Note. From Rick Vigneulle. A typical guide sheet for an "I Love America" rally.
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I  v K

WrfllMfija

N o n p ro f i t  O rp w w it io n  
8uS t f U u  

U .S . P b « t* g a  Paid 
P * rm it N o. 1 4 0  
L y n ch b u rg . VA

I w ill soon be in your state  
capital for an "I Love America"
Rally. With me w ill  be Don 
Norman, Robbie rliner and the 
"I Love America'' Team.

I know you will enjoy the 
program. Please come and show  
your love for our country.

We hope you can bring as 
m any o f your friends as 
possib le.

Sincerely,

Q
[ / Jerry Falwell

Make plans to be then.
Cheyenne, Wyoming — Capitol steps 
11:00a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 21

Dear Friend, _ T. ,?allv P/.flceO ld-T im e G o sp el H our
L y n ch b u rg , VA 2 4 5 1 4
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at last?
All evidence points to ’ 

the death of her neighbor 
Sally, the world's large*V 
female Indian elephant in, 
captivity. She died Feb.f 
12 of old age after 40 
years os the chief attrac* 
tion at the zoo. • r

Sally and Dali'had 
lived in adjacent stalls 
since 1876, wbea Dali ar
rived in the Scottish capi
ta l  From the beginning, 
Dali was terrifed of vert* . 
luring out into the yard. 
She stayed in her 2S-V 
by-20-foot quarters/pac
ing anxiously or trumpet* 
tag loudly. Even at feed* < 
tng times, her hind legs . 
were safely anchored fn- 
stde the cell-llke 
enclosure.

Nothing the frustrated 
zookeepers could do4 
would cajole Dali to‘ 
leave the security of her 
stall.

Last Friday, less than 
three weeks after Sally 
died, Dali took a walk . 
through the yard for the 
first time. The zoo staff, 
was stunned.

She went out again Sat*
. urday a n d  S u n d a y . ' 
•staying in'lV' yard Tot ‘ 
longer and longer peri |>

• ods.
"On Sunday she was in 

and out of her stall all 
day," journalist Nick 
Badcliffe reported. "But 
she only exits backwards 
so she can still keep a 
watch on the Inside of her 
stall. Maybe she's for*.

• gotten how to come bat 
: forward.

“She’s calmed down 
considerably. Before she - 
was really almost para
noid."

"H ie is well aware of 
.ac t that Sally is no

• ••* i't iVre-," said 
"We were a

W

r

“I LOVE AMERICA- RALLY WITH JERRY EALWELL
Join  Je rry  Faiwell, th e  “I Love Am erica” singers, Don 
Norm an, Itobbie I liner, and  patriotic A m ericans fro m  your 
great s ta te  as they  speak  o n  m nrai Issues.

tm hssm axE sxrtr" .r r. :js

. Montgomery 
Capitol Steps 

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM 
M Marcb 4

s V1*%, ̂ rwBstrrs

291$ CASTIRN BY-PASS O p e n  D o ily  1 0  q .r n . til 7  p.jTL_

A KESSLER TO
Q m m & m
CUSTOMERS:
In a continued effort to help you completely enjoy your Radaranpe?

%

Its
i t e  maiK  

l̂o&au&a
Cooks t>y Hme Of cooks to 
temperature w ith r»m.ntoMc

437



www.manaraa.com

BjfflESSiSggg?

wiIhJ e rry  F a iw e ll

C om e j o in  J e r r y  F a iw e ll  o n  th e  s t e p s  o f  y o u r  
S ta te  C ap ito l!

S tan d  b es id e  J e rry  Faiw ell, y o u r  s ta te  leg isla tors, 1 Love A m erica T eam , 
a n d  p a trio tic  A m erican s f ro m  y o u r  g rea t s la te  as th ey  sp e ak  ou t against 
ab o rtio n -o n -d em a n d , hom o sex u ality , p o rn o g ra p h y , in te r fe re n c e  in th e  
C h ris tian  sch o o l m o v em en t, an d  o th e r  im p o rta n t issues.

T h i s  i s  n  r a l l y  v o n  w o n ' t  » v a n t  t o  m i s s

Honolulu, Hawaii 
Thursday, May 28, 1981 
11:00 AM — 12:30 PM
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P asto rs and A dm inistrators Registration Card

i ljOVIL AMi-MIC-\

Please reserve a sea t for m e at the "! Love 
Am erica" rally on my sta te  capitol s tep s  — 

T opeka, Kansas ^  v 
Friday, April 2 4 ,

1 1 : 0 0  AM -  1 2 : 3 0  PM 
R .S .V .P . by April 1 4 ,  1 9 8 1

A ddress . Rt-Z Box 50

City

(PLEASE PRINT)

Name r}. y  ----------
Associate
Church
School

:iate_
:h —Zi/rv-.jjrra.'e. _£^apks

Phone V MM I -3 5 5 4 -----
How many will attend rally from your chinch or tchool?

tHow many will attend luncheon?.
(Pastors, associates, and wives only, please.)

rvJ Spr.'IA, S ta te . K i  Z ip JU s iiliL  ( X O l Q -8 * 1 CT j  Signature

For Official Use Only

P asto rs and A dm inistrators Registration Giard
1 m  ; ■—

«E~'Ya*>T‘~y~*
Please reserve a sea t for m e at the "I Love 
Am erica" rally on my sta te  capitol s te p s — ■—

•>
Topeka, Kansas 

Friday, April 2 4 ,  1 9 8 1  
1 1 : 0 0  AM -  1 2 :3 0  PM 

R .S.V .P. by April 1 4 , 1 9 8 1

(PLEASE PRJNTj

Name /l ’ ' /- i } /  . /- /,. •
Associate. J r .  \  "
Church ' Li* ■ <r ! '  l '  - - i .  " ' ' ■'•it- / '
School •_* . *5 'J

rPhone I - 
How many will attend raiiy from your church or school?

A ddress M en /  ______

Ci:y J P X f / t H ' / k , ta te  —Zip.

How many will attend luncheon? L_____
(Pastors, associates, and wives only, ptease.)

S .  G q Jb ii,
O ffic ia l U se  O n ly

S ig n a tu re
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A ugust, 1979

C l e a n  U p  A m e r i c a

HOTUNi
S p e c i a l  fo

r o m
‘I L o v e  A m e r i c a ” C I u b  M e m b e r s

PUBLISHED BY THE OLD-TIME GOSPEL HOUR 
JERRY FALWELL, DIRECTOR

§wI Love America
Rally Comes 
To State Capitals

Taking a stand for God and 
country is the thrust of the “I 
Love America" Rallies being held 
in state capitals throughout the 
country.

Following the theme of the "I 
Love America” Rally held earlier 
this year at the nation's Capitol, 
these state rallies-will be focusing 
on the issues of abortion, 
pornography, sex and violence on 
TV, homosexuality, textbooks in 
the public schools and the need 
to bring this country back to God.

Additionally, a portion of the 
rally will be dedicated to tbe 
Christian school movement and 
will discuss the intrusion of the 
government in the affairs of 
Christian schools and local Bible- 
believing churches.

Each rally will be held from 
11:00am to 12:30pm and will take 
place on that state's capitol steps.

During September rallies are 
planned for:

Richmond, Virginia 
Thursday, September 13 

Columbus, Ohio 
Monday, September 17 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Tuesday, September 17 

Albany, New York 
Monday, September 24 

Dr. Jerry Faiwell, the "I Love 
America” team, Charles Hughes, 
Robbie Hiner, and Don Norman 
will be challenging our leaders to 
enact decent moral legislation. 
National, state and local officials 
will join Dr. Faiwell in taking a 
stand for goodness, righteousness 
and Christian principles.

Churches, Christian schools, 
individuals and groups standing 
for righteousness are invited to 
attend.

I

if my peopio. which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways: then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heel their land.

II Chronicles 7:14

)■,( rtf'
A M ER IC A ’R A LLY '

f, SPECIAL 
■ - G U E S X li'

PLEASE PRINT"
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HOTLINE REPORT, Aug. 1979- - contin ued

Pro-Life Amendment 
Wins House Vote

The United States House of 
Representatives voted 241*180 in 
favor of the Hyde Amendment to 
the Labor/HEW Appropriations 
Bill. The Hyde Amendment 
reads: “None of the funds 
provided in this Act shall be used 
to perform abortions except 
where the life of the mother 
would be endangered jf the fetus 
was carried to term.”

After defeating two objections 
to the Language, the Labor/HEW 
Appropriations Bill with the Hyde 
Amendment moved to the 
Senate.

The Senate Appropriations 
Committee reported out this 
appropriations Bill on July 13. As 
this issue of Hotline Report went 
to press, the bill was reaching the 
Senate floor.

It will be a happy day for this 
nation when the American 
government and judiciary get out 
of the business of murdering little 
babies — and financing it with 
taxpayers* money.

Aborted Fetuses Cry 
For Life; 
Communities Begin 
To Take Action

MIn an east London hospital, a 
20-week-old aborted fetus cried 
out in a public ward, sending an 
inescapable ripple of uneasiness 
through its corridors. .

—The Tlmes-Picaytuie 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

June 3. 1979

“Abortions at the Wilmington 
Medical Center during the past 
month.have resulted in the births 
of two living babies now 
struggling to survive in the

premature infant intensive care 
unit. .

—Evening Journal
Wilmington, Delaware 

June 4.1979

"The jury had to decide 
whether ‘Baby Girl Weaver.’ as 
the fetus was known, was ever 
legally alive outside her mother's 
womb, and whether the actions 
(or inactions) of Dr. Waddill led 
to her death. . .”

—Time
'M a y  22. 1978

Stories like these are appearing 
with more and more frequency. 
An aborted fetus cries for life — 
and then what? Hopefully, the 
infant will be at a hospital that 
will place the child in an 
intensive care unit until it is 
adopted. Unfortunately, the child 
is often too weak to survive or is 
in the hands of someone willing 
to continue the murderous action.

Scripturally, God says life 
begins at conception. And, 
although the Word of God does 
not need a second opinion, 
science agrees that life begins at 
that time. Dr. Raymond Gasser, a 
professor of anatomy at Louisiana 
State University Medical School, 
said in the Ttmes^Picayone article 
that he is unset bv ignorance that 
views a 10-week old fetus as 
merely a mass of tissue. Dealing 
with completely scientific 
information, Dr. Gasser notes 
that when the male and the. 
female eggs are joined, a new 
individual cell begins that has 
never existed before. (Dr. Gasser *■ 
has completed intensive studies 
on the development of the fetus.)

Until recently, liberals avoided- 
the issue of “when does life 
begin?" They intellectually 
rationalized abortion as a 
woman's right, a means of 
controlling population, a way to 
weed out birth defects, and a 
method of eliminating unwanted

babies. However, slnte mu! local 
govrrtimcnix me* hrglitniti^ to 
take action against the slaughter 
of ihe unborn human life.

The City Council of Santa Ana, 
California, recently passed a 
resolution declaring “that unborn 
children have the God-given right 
to life." The resolution urges the 
banning of abortion in both 
clinics and hospitals.

Akron, Ohio, passed an 
ordinance requiring physicians to 
tell the woman that the fetus is 
“an unborn human life from the 
moment of conception.”

An estimated 1.5 million 
abortions will be performed this 
year. Grass-roots actions such as 
those taken in Santa Ana and 
Akron are the first steps in 
eliminating such atrocities.

Robison's TV Show 
Reinstated “ Without 
Compromising"

Jam as Robison

DALLAS (EP) — Evangelist 
James Robison's weekly television 
program has been reinstated by 
WFAA Television after an 
agreement reached June 26 at a 
Dallas crusade. “We have 
reached a solution," Mr. Robison 
said, “and we in no way are 
compromising our message.”

"I am pleased to be back on
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HOTLINE REPORT, Aug. 1979- - continued

WFAA Television after a four- 
month absence. After numerous 
conversations with station 
management. I am fully satisfied 
with the intent of their policies 
and understand their program 
guidelines and policies.” Mr. 
Robison said. "I am convinced 1 
can abide by these policies 
without compromising niy 
message.”

Mr. Robison expressed his 
gratitude to WFAA station 
management for their willingness 
to work out a reasonable 
solution. Station manager Dave 
Lane who was present at the 
crusade service received a 
resounding ovation from the 
crowd when the announcement 
was made that the program would 
be reinstated in two to three 
weeks.

WFAA Television cancelled 
Robison's weekly program in 

. early March following a February 
25 broadcast in which he referred 
to homosexuality as sin. Free air 
time was later given to the Dallas 
Gay Political Caucus to defend 
the homosexual lifestyle.

Robison will proceed with 
pleadings by his attorneys before 
the Federal Communications 
Commission to determine the 
application of the Fairness 
Doctrine to religious 
broadcasting. “I only ask for the 
right to preach the Bible as it is, 
to men as they are,” Mr. Robison 
said.

IYC Seeks 
G overnm ent- 
Controlled Children

In seeking to solve the 
problems of children, the 
International Year of the Child 
looks to government for the 
solution. Suggesting that 
“experts” be given taxpayer
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How much government control will this child experience? IYC wilt bring 
more then can be Imagined.

money to enable government 
agencies to replace normal 
parental functions, the United 
States Commission for IYC says 
that it is the basic function of 
society to provide for the care 
and nurturing of children.

Instead of encouraging a strong 
moral family home in which 
every child can grow, IYC seeks 
to control the environment which 
will influence the child into 
adulthood.

In Proverbs 22:6. God says, 
“Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old. he 
will not depart from il.M Here, 
God stresses the importance of 
training young children and 
throughout the Bible. God gives 
examples of parents* 
responsibility to train children. 
However, nowhere in the Bible 
does God leave society or 
government with this 
responsibility.

Contrary to God’s Holy Word, 
the IYC seeks to minimize the 
influence of the family and 
maximize government controlled

child rearing through intensive 
promotion of a social welfare 
system for children.

What other society promotes 
children's rights through 
government controls? The Soviet 
Union and communist countries 
accomplish this task with such 
success that children choose the 
government over their families. 
These countries recognize the 
importance of training a young 
child in order to mold bis 
character in a desired form. The 
IYC is seeking to accomplish the 
same kind of control through 
more government regulations.

Needing support at the state 
and national level, the IYC is 
looking for millions of tax dollars 
to institute its humanistic 
programs including the federal 
funding of day care centers and 
expansion of the welfare system. 
Elected officials considering 
legislation on such issues must be 
informed of better ways to 
promote children’s rights through 
pro-life, pro-family and pro- 
morality programs.
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HOTLINE REPORT, Aug. 1979- - continued

Children's rights are clearly 
defined in Ephesians 6:4 as God 
says, "And, ye fathers, provoke 
not your children to wrath: but 
bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord." To be 
raised in the ways of the Lord — 
not the government —• is truly the 
right of every child.

Sociologist Reports 
On Hidden Action In 
Legalized Casino 
Gambling

After a three year study of the 
social risks of casino gambling, 
sociologist Jerome Skolnick 
reported on the effects of 
legalized gambling. The report, 
printed in July's Psychology 
Today, indicates that advocates 
of legalized casino gambling offer 
controls that "look better on 
paper than in enforcement 
practice.”

Not surprisingly, the article 
reports that casino gambling 
invites street crime. Losers 
desperate lo get their hands on 
any money will resort to robbery. 
Prostitutes are attracted by the 
free flow of money. Skolnick 
wrote. "According to Edwin J. 
Roth. New Jersey Commissioner 
of Public Safety, Atlantic City 
experienced about a 25 percent 
rise in crimes of assault and 
robbery, car theft, prostitution, 
and larceny after the Resorts 
International opened in May 
1978."

As a result of these crimes, 
Skolnick said that casino 
gambling is likely to attract 
organized crime, dirty money, 
and profit-skimming.

"Americans seem reluctant to 
legalize rice, in accord with our 
waning Puritan heritage — unless 
the vice can be made to pay its 
way," said Skolnick as he advised

states considering the legalization 
of casino gambling to think twice. 
While advocates emphasize the 
new tax revenues and job 
opportunities, Skolnick urges that 
states look at the effects on the 
surrounding community.

God says in 1 John 2:17 "And 
the world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof: but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever.” 
Based on lust for money, 
gambling encourages sin.

If your state is considering 
legalization of any form of 
gambling, make your feelings on 
the subject known. Keeping the 
wheels-of-chance out of your area 
will not be easy.

Lights Out 
On L.A. Cross

After an atheist group objected 
to the county paying the electric 
bill, the Los Angeles County 
counsel’s office said the lights 
should be turned off the 50-foot 
cross near the Hollywood Bowl. 
As reported in the Los Angeles 
Times on July 4, the counsel’s 
office said that the existence of 
the cross on county land is. 
probably unconstitutional.

The lighted cross has become 
such a landmark that it appears 
on the Los Angeles County seal.

Various religious organizations 
are attempting to keep the 
landmark by leasing the county 
land it stands on and by paying 
the SlOO-a-year electric bill. The 
American Atheists have let their 
objections be known regarding 
such action.

Wonder when the American 
Atheists will ask the city of Los 
Angeles (which means "city of 
angels") to change its name using 
the argument that its name 
advances the cause of religion?

Grass Roots Resists 
Liberal Trends

An article in Time magazine 
about the election of Dr. Adrian 
Rogers to President of the 
Southern Baptist Convention said 
that his victory was "an example 
of organized grass-roots 
resistance to liberal trends in 
current religious thought and 
behavior."

Contrary to various Southern 
Baptist seminary professors, 
Rogers stands firm on the issue of 
the Bible being the error-free 
Word of God.

Medicaid To Pay For 
Sex Change 
Operations

In Iowa, a federal judge has 
ruled that the Iowa Medicaid 
program must pay for a sex 
change operation on the grounds 
that it was "medically necessary.''

As reported in Action Line, a 
publication of the Christian 
Action Council, "It is clear that 
medical necessity is no longer 
limited to the straight and narrow 
priorities of ethical medicine, but 
has been distorted by the courts 
to embrace the gay and 
permissive whims of troubled 
individuals.”
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H r n i i N m E P O i r r
S p e c i a l  to . "I L o v e  A m e r i c a " C lu b  M e m b e r s

it Flesh And Blood" Protested; 
TV Morality Fight Grows

wd/WL

WOT I

n

R ev. Cecil H od ges, leading prayer 
group in front of CBS affiliate WTOC. 
sa id , "If w e  don't g e t  involved , w e're  
just s u p p o r t in g  th e  e ffo rts  o f  th e  
p ornograph ers/'

The CBS television network 
recently broadcasted One of the 
most offensive programs ever 
aired. “Flesh and Blood,” a two- 
part, roade-for-television movie, 
centered on the relationship 
between a young boxer and his 
alcoholic mother who begin an 
incestuous affair. One of the most 
successful protests against the 
film was organized io Savannah, 
Georgia.

When the Rev. Cecil Hodges, 
pastor of the Bible Baptist 
Church, learned of the planned 
airing of the movie on station 
WTOC, an affiliate of the CBS 
network, he and other ministers 
in the city led a demonstration 
against the film. “Within less than 
a week, we formed a telephone 
committee to contact local 
ministers,” said Rev. Hodges in a 
telephone interview, “Over 50 
percent of the area churches were 
represented at the rally in front of 
the WTOC station.

“The rally included speakers

and lots of prayer. While some 
pastors did not want to get 
involved, we reminded them that 
through their silence they were 
supporting immorality on the 
public air waves.” The protesters 
were joined by representatives of 
the state and local Parent- 
Teacher Associations and the 
YMCA.

The Savannah Morning News 
reported that the WTOC apology 
came after a threatened 
advertisers'boycott of the station 
and two organized protests which 
drew a total of 750 people to the 
station’s front door. Even though 
the protesters did fail to stop the 
televising of the controversial 
film, the groups did organize a 
watchdog committee called 
“People for Decency."

People for Decency will 
screen future programs far 
enough ahead to allow sufficient 
time to work with advertisers and

(c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  3 }
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Resolve To Pray
George Washington called for 

fasting and prayer during the 
Revolutionary War. Abraham 
Lincoln did the same during the 
Civil War. In the Iranian crisis, 
President Carter and relatives of 
the hostages joined together in 
prayer. During a crisis,
Americans have always turned to 
God for guidance and strength.

As a nation we have forgotten 
to thank God for the bountiful 
blessings He has given us during 
the past 200 years. As individuals 
we have forgotten to give God 
credit for the opportunities and 
freedoms He has given us. As 
editorialist Richard A. Viguerie 
said in the November 13 edition 
of the Lynchburg Daily A dvance , 
"Perhaps many of our personal 
and national problems have 
developed because we have

An "Expression 
For Horror"

Punk rock is no longer just a 
new musical fad like "disco 
fever." It is now an expression for 
horror — at least for thousands of 
teen-agers in the middle-class 
community of Huntington Beach, 
California known as "punkers."

According to the September 
23 issue of the Los Angeles 
Herald £jraminer,thousands of 
teen-agers are dying their hair 
bizarre colors, opting for death- 
shades of make-up, sticking pins 
in their cheeks for fun, slicing 
their limbs and chests for 
pleasure, and rolling their bodies 
in broken bottles. They are 
vandalizing houses and business 
establishments. Although the use 
of LSD and PCP is common 
among hard-core punkers, it

forgotten to thank God for our 
blessings, our opportunities, our 
freedoms, and our great country.” 

In his editorial, urging a 
national day of fasting and 
prayer, Viguerie said, “We, as a 
nation, need collectively to get 
down on our knees, acknowledge 
our God and ask for His guidance 
and blessings, for forgiveness for

appears that many are completely 
sober during their involvement 
with self-inflicted pain.

In the article, Huntington 
Beach Police Lt., Jim Walker 
stated, "They feel a strong 
allegiance to Charles Man&on and 
Adolph Hitler. The whole 
gimmick seems to be to 
determine how much physical 
pain can be endured,"

Confused parents, public 
school authorities, and the city 
police departments are attempting 
to control the punkers. In many 
cases officers are stopping, 
photographing, and interviewing 
the "hard cores." Community 
meetings are being held. Most 
high schools will not allow punk 
rock bands to perform at school 
functions and some enraged 
citizens have even resorted to 
buying guns.

our sins, and for deliverance from 
our enemies. We need to give 
credit to God for all the good in 
our lives."

As we enter this "Decade of 
Destiny,” let us remember to pray 
earnestly for our country and our 
leaders. The crucial times ahead 
are in God's hands and we must „ 
rely on Him for deliverance from 
our sins and for the necessary 
strength and wisdom to meet the 
challenges with which we are 
confronted.

We must continue to claim his 
promise in II Chronicles 7:14, "If 
my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek 
my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land.”

The article noted that most of 
the problem stems from parents 
who do not care, or that actually 
condone the activity. One high 
school junior said that her mother 
thinks some of the punker 
costumes are "neat.”

Although measures to combat 
the punkers may slow down the 
activities, neither government nor 
civic-minded individuals can solve 
the problem. The answer is found 
in Christ. Parents must adhere to 
the biblical advice found in 
Proverbs 22:6, "Train up a child 
in the way he should go: and 
when he is old. he will not depart 
from it.” Because parents have 
not obeyed God's commandment 
to train up our children in the 
nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, there is chaos and strife in 
homes and schools across the 
country today. Teen-agers, not
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grounded in biblicak principles, 
seek “thrills” to combat their 
boredom. They find fulfillment in 
the bizarre.

Parents and teachers fear 
these teen-agers and continue to 
throw up their bands in 
helplessness instead of exercising 
their God-given responsibility of 
discipline.

Homosexual Custody 
Denied

The Tennessee State Court of 
Appeals handed down a decision 
in a divorce case which ruled that 
homosexual parents should not be 
given custody of their children.
As reported in the October 18 
issue of The Tennessean, the 
ruling is apparently the first of its 
kind in the nation.

The court gave custody to the 
father as the mother was living in 
a "lesbian environment."

Judge James Parrott disagreed 
with a psychologist's testimony 
that no harm would be done to 
the children. The judge was 
quoted as saying. “Common sense 
dictates that living in a lesbian 
environment is not in the best 
interests of the children. Such 
environment can make little or no 
contribution to their spiritual or 
intellectual growth and 
development."

From Closets 
To Politics
"America, you see us (gays) in 
your offices, schools, in your 
government, in Congress and 1 
dare say in the White House. We 
are 20 million strong in this 
nation. We are moving from gay 
pride to gay politics," said Arlie 
Scott, vice president of the 
National Organization of Women 
(NOW), to the crowd of gay 
demonstrators in Washington,

D.C., on October 14.
While 75,000 gays 

demonstrated in the Nation's 
capital, a Christian religious 
coalition, including Dr. Jerry 
Falwell, held a prayer service 
nearby.

The October 12 issue of the 
Washington Post quoted Gary 
Jarmin, a spokesman for the 
group as saying, “We thought it

was important that there was a 
viewpoint for the Christian 
community on all this. We don't 
intend to make this a campaign of 
persecution of homosexuals, but 
to pray for their repentance.

"We feel that homosexuals are 
becoming increasingly militant 
and aggressive, trying to force the 
country to accept their life style 
as legitimate. We don't believe it 
is."

"Flesh And Blood" 
Protested
/ c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  U

station executives to obtain 
Cancellations of such immoral 
programs. (Advertisers need at 
least two weeks to pull 
advertising packages off the air.)

The protest groups selected 
ministers from various 
denominations to draft a plan 
establishing a "code of 
community morality."

“This is one thing we want to 
educate the public about," said 
Rev. Hodges. “The Supreme 
Court rulings allow the 
community to set the standards of 
morality. We want to inform 
everyone that the ruling is in our 
favor, we just have to make use 
of it and not allow the 
pornographers to set the 
standards for us."

Elsewhere, in Dallas, Texas, 
the Beverly Hills Baptist Church 
bought a quarter-page 
advertisement in the local daily 
paper with a clip-out petition to 
be sent to the local CBS affiliate. 
A portion of the ad read, “We 
know that television can be a 
constructive medium. We 
encourage every person who 
cares about the moral integrity of 
our community and country to 
join in this statement of

disapproval of exploitation in 
television programming."

The ad received tremendous 
support with thousands of 

. petitions being sent to the 
television station. The efforts 
received coverage on the local 
television and radio stations, and 
in the newspaper. Advertisers

Kow Long Are You 
Going lb  Stand For It?

i PETITION TO C6& ft KDFWTnMaion

A d vertisem ent placed  in Oallas paper 
g o t  an apology and a p led ge to screen  
future program s m ore carefully.

wrote an apology to the Beverly 
Hills Baptist Church for their 
sponsorship of the movie. One 
advertiser even pledged to screen 
future programs before buying air 
time.
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Spring Rallies Scheduled
The ”1 Love America'* Rallies 

held in Atlanta. Georgia and 
Raleigh. North Carolina had an 
attendance of 3000 and 2000 
people respectively. Pastors, 
teachers, government leaders, 
and concerned citizens joined Dr. 
Falweli and the “I Love America’' 
team in their stand for 
righteousness.

For the eight Rallies held this 
fall an estimated 35,000 people

attended. “We’re looking forward 
to a successful spring, and 
anticipate even greater crowds as 
our momentum grows,” said Dr. 
Falweli.

“As we enter this Decade of 
Destiny, it is imperative that we 
speak up for moral principles and 
the cause of freedom. For if we 
neglect our duty to resist the 
immoral trends of the nation, we 
will fail our children, our

country, and our God. We must 
turn America around for all our 
sakes.“

In the spring. Rallies have 
been tentatively scheduled for 
Florida, Alabama, Louisiana. 
Mississippi. South Carolina, 
Arkansas. Texas, Oklahoma, 
Nebraska. Michigan, West 
Virginia, Illinois, and Indiana. 
Details will be announced soon.

1r
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Clean Up America

Special to

J u n e  1980

hotunejrepqrt
“ I Love America"Club Members

False Stats Useful Tool
Jacqueline Kasun, an 

economics professor and 
specialist in statistics, found 
that the ‘ epidemic of teenage 
pregnancies'1 was non-existent 
and merely a term  used by 
Planned Parenthood to present 
its programs as a  cure. As 
reported in the Sah Francisco 
Chronicle, March 25, Mrs.
Kasun studied m aterial 
prepared by Planned 
Parenthood and the State 
Department of Education for 
use in her local schools.

This material, “ Education 
for Human Sexuality," includes 
a 160-page study guide. Mrs.

c o n t in u e d  o n  p a g e  4

Rom ans 1:22-32 
should be read in 
conjunction w ith th is 
issu e  o f H otline R eport. 
These scriptures speak  
o f m an’s sin  nature in 
regards to  the reprobate  
m ind.

dt Hs

C hild ren  a t  th is  age nr* rece iv ing  eex e d u c a tio n  fu n d e d  by  l u  d o lla r*  w ith o u t p a re n ta l  review .
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C row d* lik e  (hi* o ne  In  C h arleston , H u t  V irg in ia  h av e  am assed  
IJS ,000 p a r tic ip a n ts  in  23 t ta tc e  a n d  th e  n a tio n 's  c ap ita l.

T he V lgneulie tw in s, R tck  an d  M ick, w ith  th e  " I  Love A m erica” 
S in g ers , p re se n t the song . C hurch  T riu m p h an t.

May Rallies Show  Mo 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Crowds at the “ I Love 
America'1 Rallies grow in 
numbers. The Michigan and 
VVest Virginia rallies saw 
crowds of more than 6,700 and 
3.500 respectively. Several state 
legislators participated in each 
rally and, in West Virginia, 
Governor John D. Rockefeller 
IV joined the platform.

The May rallies drew 10,000 
in Indiana, more than 12,000 in 
Illinois, and 2,000 in Iowa. This 
pushes the grand total for 
attendance at all the rallies to

over 135,000.

The Indiana Rally was 
attended by Lt. Governor Robert 
D. Orr and many state 
legislators.

In Illinois, Governor James 
Thompson, Jr. and 35 legislators 
represented the people of the 
state at the "I Love America" 
Rally. Phyllis Schlafly, a leader 
of the anti-ERA movement, and 
many hundreds of her 
supporters were also present.

The crowd on the Illinois capitol 
steps was perhaps the most 
varied in denominational 
beliefs. Mormons, Catholics, 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, 
and Methodists joined us in 
taking a stand on the moral 
principles as outlined in the 
Bible.

Iowa’s Lt. Governor Terry 
Branstad and many state 
legislators were present on the 
platform in Des Moines. Due to 
Governor Robert D. Ray's trip
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F a lw r l i  p r e s e n t s  t h e  m o r e l  i s s u e s  a f f e c t in g  th e  d i r e c t i o n  of
Am erica.

menfyrri
to Egypt he was unable to 
attend.

Thanks to your support, the 
“ I Love America” Rallies have 
been able to reach a great 
num ber of people across the 
United States, encouraging them 
to take a stand and get involved 
with the issues that are 
degrading this nation. The next 
issue of Hotline Report will 
contain a tentative schedule for 
fall rallies.

1 9 8 0 - -co n tin u ed

Porno Promoted 
Through Mail

The Psychological 
interviewing Systems, Inc. of 
New York has been promoting a 
pornographic survey 
questionnaire in which 
participants selected at random 
m ust pay $5 for each survey to 
which they wish to reply.

The m aterial asks 
participants to answer questions 
about acceptable sexual 
behavior. These include 
questions about sex between 
consenting adults, sex involving 
minors, rape, incest, group sex, 
and o ther deviate acts.

"Each questionnaire is 
accompanied by an exhibit that 
includes pornographic films, 
books and photos and we 
cannot mail them without your 
w ritten consent.”

The piece states, “ Legislators 
are struggling to draw the line 
between free speech and the 
need to protect community 
standards. Your opinions can 
help shape new laws.” It urges 
readers to “help us tell the 
opinion shapers how America 
really feels about pornography.”

This promotional piece takes 
the attitude of openness in 
surveying the moral climate. 
However, it does little else than 
use the public mail service to 
sell pornographic smut.

Parents Protest 
Planning Clinic

Fearing that a family- 
planning clinic would boost 
sexual prom iscuity among 
teenagers, a citizens group in 
Mt. Vernon, Illinois is fighting

the proposed clinic with a 
“petition drive against release 
of federal money for the 
project.”

According to the St. Louis 
Globe Democrat, February 27, 
1980, Bonnie Gleason, who 
heads the opposition drive 
stated, “This would increase the 
problems of sexual involvement 
by teenagers, with the law - 
allowing 13-year-olds to get 
contraceptives without parental 
consent. We don't want this 
type of thing in our community.

“This is an invasion of 
parental rights . . .  This will 
encourage a breakdown of 
communications between 
parents and children, as if 
parents aren’L qualified to 
discuss this with their 
children.”

Gay Teens 
Get Hideaway

A home for gay teens in Los 
Angeles provides a place for 
homosexual teens to find 
acceptance, says the Brentwood 
Westwood Press, March 20.

According to the home social 
worker, Ed Doyle, these teens, 
“have no trouble getting into a 
car with some guy o r other and 
having sex 10 times a 
n ig h t. . .  But try to get them to 
sit down and have a 
conversation—just socialize— 
and they have no idea what to 
do."

To remedy this, these teens 
are taken to gay meetings and 
music clubs to learn how to 
socialize with o ther gays.

Offering the teens the 
opportunity to cope with their 
sexuality, the tax-funded home 
creates an atm osphere of 
support and not one for change.
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CBS Shows Reprobate Life
It’s not often that television 

can be congratulated for 
presenting the facts in an 
accurate unbiased manner. 
However CBS deserves a pat on 
the back for its program  "Gay 
Pride, Gay Politics."

With the exception of its 
portrayal of the police as brutal 
and ready to take advantage of 
the homosexuals, the program  
depicted, in a vivid and realistic 
manner, the destructive life of 
gays and the political power 
they wield.

Based on the gay community 
of Castro Street in San 
Francisco, CBS investigated the 
sado-masochistic bars showing 
the to rtu re  chambers and noting 
that many of these 
establishm ents have a doctor 
and nurse on hand to sew up 
the wounded and tend to other 
physical needs. Complete with

False S ta ts Useful
continued from page 1

Kasun reported in the Eureka 
Times Standard, February 29, 
on the contents.

Beginning at age 3, the book 
provides children a study of 
sexual intercourse. By age 6, the 
children are discussing family 
problems such as sexual 
m olestation and physical abuse. 
"By age 9 they begin to study 
m enstruation, conception, 
ejaculation and nocturnal 
emissions- They read Planned 
Parenthood booklets which say, 
m asturbation is a perfectly 
acceptable, useful, comforting

whips and chains, these 
establishments a ttract men who 
have an affinity for torture.

The program interviewed 
children who were afraid to go 
in nearby public parks to play 
because of the homosexual 
activity. In these parks gays 
meet for a sexual encounter 
behind bushes, under trees, in 
the open or anywhere. 
According to CBS, the gays at 
these parks rarely even

"Animal Copulating 
Defended" reads the headline of 
a book review by the Rev.
Lester Kinsolving. The book.
The Sex Atlas, was printed by 
the publishing house of the 
Episcopal Church. According to 
Rev. Kinsolving’s review, the 
book contends that "as long as

Tool
thing to do . . .  "

Children take field trips to 
family planning clinics and drug 
stores to learn the m ethods and 
availability of contraceptives.

"They learn that the decision 
for u s in g  contraceptives or 
getting an abortion is theirs 
alone to make, requiring no  
consultation with their parents. 
They study the law regarding 
' e m a n c ip a t e d  Illinoi s' w h o  a t e  
m a k in g  their o w n  d e c i s io n s . ’’ 

Mrs. Kasun urged that the 
local school board be allowed to 
approve such a program  before 
it is implemented. Her thorough 
research and analysis brought a 
delay to the program.

exchange names and though 
frequently attracting crowds, 
they continue their activity.

More specifically, the 
program outlined how 
politicians were courting the 
gay vote showing Mayor Diane 
Feinstien kissing the city's 
"leading" transvestite.

As someone said, "If America 
gets by with her sin, God will 
owe an apology to Sodom and 
Gomorrah."

the animal is not hurt or 
m istreated there is no need for 
social interference in the case of 
sexual contact between humans 
and animals." The book furthers 
its offensive views with 
photographs of primitives 
involved with dogs and water 

* buffalo.
The Sex Atlas also states that 

as long as the child is willing, 
sex crimes such as child 
molestation and incest should 
not be outlawed.

Writings such as this must 
have come directly from the 
devil s hand. Surely, the leaders 
of the church have made a sad 
and tragic error.

In a similar incident, the 
Methodist leaders are suffering 
a back lash in support from 
people who resent the church's 
production of an explicit sex 
education film. The film, 
according to reviews, was 
nothing short of pornographic.

How can churches win the 
lost to Christ or make any 
positive impact on society when 
they dabble in such sinful 
activities?

Episcopal Press Prints Porno
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I  LOVE AMERICA

I  Love Am erica
A m erica , lan d  th a t  I  lo v e
Am erica th e  land I  lo v e
F ash ion ed  by courageous men
Who fo u g h t fo r  l i b e r t y
S tren g th en ed  by each  g e n e r a t io n
S tr e tc h e d  v i t a l i t y .
T a l l  among th e  n a t io n s  now
And proud o f  h i s t o r y .
T h a t's  why I'm  an
T h a t's  why I'm  an A m erican--A m erican .
And in  tim es o f  tr o u b le
In  th e  w orse demands.
R each ing ou t a c r o s s  th e  y e a r s ,
And j o in in g  h an d s.
P ilg r im  o f th e  e a r th
That o n ly  Freedom u n d erstan d s
T h a t's  why I  lo v e  A m erica.

I  Love Am erica
My home sw e et home
I  lo v e  Am erica
W ith i t s  50  s t a t e s  to  roam.
S p aciou s and b e a u t i f u l
W ith my p eo p le  g r e a t  and f r e e .
Oh, I  lo v e  A m erica,
Sw eet land  o f  l i b e r t y .
A m erica , Am erica
A m erica , Am erica
L ib e r ty ,  Sw eet L ib e r ty ,
The lan d  I  lo V e .
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THE ARMED FORGES MEDLEY

Over h i l l  over d a le  we have h i t  th e  d u sty  t r a i l  
And th o se  c a is s o n s  go r o l l i n g  a lo n g .
In  and o u t ,  h ear  them s h o u t ,
S o ld ie r s  m arching r ig h t  a b o u t.
And th o se  c a is s o n s  go r o l l i n g  a lo n g .
For i t s  h ig h , h ig h  h ee  in  th e  f i e l d  a r t i l l e r y ,  
Count m arching numbers lou d  and s tr o n g .
1 , 2 , 3 , 4  1 ,2 ,3
And where e r e  you g o , you w i l l  a lw ays know,
And th o se  c a is s o n s  go r o l l i n g  a lo n g .

Anchors aw ay, my b o y s , an ch ors aw ay,
F a r e w e ll t o  c o l l e g e  j o y s ,  we s a i l  a t  break  o f  d a y . 
Through our l a s t  g u id e  and sh o re  
Where e r e  you roam,
U n t i l  we m eet a g a in .
H ere 's  w is h in g  you a happy voyage home.

O ff we go in t o  th e  w ild  b lu e  y o n d er ,
F ly in g  h ig h  in t o  th e  sk y .
Here we come zoom ing to  m eet our th u n d er ,
That a b o y , g iv e ' e r  your gun.
Gunner g u y s , f i g h t in g  a fla m e from u n d er,
O ff we f l y ,  p e r i l  th e  r o a r .
W e're m et, w e 'r e  se e n  w ith  a g a l la n t  g leam ,
For n o th in g  w i l l  s to p  t h e -U .S . A ir  F o r c e .

From th e  h a l l s  o f  Montezuma 
To th e sh o res  o f  T r i p o l i ,
We w i l l  f i g h t  our c o u n tr y 's  b a t t l e s  
In  th e  a i r ,  on land and s e a .
We s h a l l  f i g h t  fo r  r ig h t  and freedom  
And to  keep our honor c le a n .
We are  proud to  c la im  th e  t i t l e  o f 
U nited  S ta te s  M arine.

Army, N avy, A ir  F o r c e , M arine'.
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THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT

L et th e church be th e  church;
L et th e p eo p le  r e j o i c e ;
For w e'v e  s e t t l e d  th e  q u e s t io n ,
W e've made our c h o ic e .

L et th e  anthem s r in g  o u t;
L et th e v ic t o r y  anthem s s w e ll;
'C ause th e Church Triumphant 
Is  a l i v e  and w e l l .

T h is o ld  s h ip ' s  been through b a t t l e s  b e fo r e ,
Storms and tem p ests  and rock s on th e  sh o re;
Though th e  h u l l  may be b a t t e r e d ,
But in s id e  i t ' s  s a f e  and dry;
I t  w i l l  ca rr y  i t s  cargo  to  th a t  m ansion on h ig h .

God has a lw ays had a p eo p le
And many a f o o l i s h  conqueror has made th e  m ista k e
o f  th in k in g  th a t  b eca u se  he fo r c e d
th e  Church o f  J esu s  C h r is t  ou t o f  s ig h t
he had k i l l e d  i t s  v o ic e  and s n u ffe d  ou t i t s  l i f e .

But God has a lw ays had a p e o p le .
The p ow erfu l c u r r e n t o f  a r iv e r  i s  n o t d im in ish ed  
b eca u se  i t  i s  fo r c e d  to  f lo w  underground.
Why th e y  t e l l  me th a t  th e  p u r e s t  w ater  
i s  th e  stream  th a t  b u r s t  c r y s t a l  c le a r  . 
in  th e  s u n l ig h t  a f t e r  h a v in g  fo u g h t i t s  way 
through s o l id  r o c k .

Now th e r e  have been  c h a r la ta n s  l i k e  Simon th e  m ag ic ian  
who so u g h t to  b a r te r  on th e  open m arket 
th a t  power th a t  cannot be bought or  s o ld ,
But God has a lw ays had a p e o p le ,
Men who co u ld  n o t be bought 
and women beyond p u r c h a se .
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THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT 
(co n tin u ed )

Y e s , God has alw ays had a p e o p le .
There have been tim es o f  a f f lu e n c e  and p r o s p e r ity  
when th e  ch u rch 's  m essage was n e a r ly  d i lu t e d  
in t o  o b l iv io n  by th o se  who sou gh t to  make i t  
s o c i a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  n e a t ly  o rg a n iz ed  to  
f i n a n c i a l l y  p r o f i t a b le .
I t  has been  g o ld  p la t e d ,  draped in  p u rp le  
ane e n c r u ste d  w ith  j e w e l s .

The c h u rch 's  m essage has been m isr e p r e se n te d ,  
r i d i c u le d ,  mocked and sc o r n e d .
T hese fo l lo w e r s  o f  J esu s  C h r is t  have been  
a c c o r d in g  to  th e wind o f  modern t im e s , 
e le v a te d  a s  sa cred  le a d e r s  
and m artyred as h e r e t i c s .
But through i t  a l l  th e r e  m arches on 
th a t  p ow erfu l army o f b e l i e f ,
G od's ch osen  p eo p le  who cannot be b o u g h t,
f l a t t e r e d ,  h u rt o r  s t i l l e d ;
on down through th e  a g e s  th ey  m arch.

The Church T riu m p h a n t--A liv e  and W ell'.

L et th e  Church be th e  church;
L et th e  p eo p le  r e j o i c e .

P r a is e  th e  Lord you c y n ic a l  sk e p tic ' .
You h a v e n 't  k i l l e d  God in t o  u n b e l ie f ;
H e's A l iv e  I
So F am ily  o f  God, l i f t  your v o ic e s  
and p r a is e  th e  L ord,
f o r  G od's Church i s  s t i l l  a l i v e  and d o in g  w e l l !

P r a is e  God, P r a is e  God;
The Church i s  A l i v e .
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